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original photographs



Osram Hauptverwaltung
Walter Henn, 1965 (photograph Heinrich Heidersberger)  
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Shell, Services, Scenery and Sets in the office building
DEGW, The Changing City. London: The Bulstrode Press, 1989 



Shell, Services, Scenery and Sets in the office building
DEGW, The Changing City. London: The Bulstrode Press, 1989 



photographic survey of the ATM in the contemporary city (part of a series)
Bas Leemans, Laurens de Munck
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1950
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bank interior Teldersweg Schiebroek
Ary Groeneveld, 1971



bank interior Teldersweg Schiebroek
Ary Groeneveld, 1971



1:10 objects
Bas Leemans, Laurens de Munck



1:10 objects
Bas Leemans, Laurens de Munck

how can we 
internalise the ATM, 

or reintroduce the 
ATM to a public 

interior?
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1:1 reconfiguration of the ATM
Bas Leemans, Laurens de  Munck



ATM (film stills)
Bas Leemans, Laurens de  Munck
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1.   How can one reconfigure the interior fit-out elements of the National   
  Bank of Belgium?

2.  What is the potential of the Bank’s technical services when one does not  
  hide them?

3.  What is the potential of dworking with the (obsolete) standardised 
  interior elements of an existing bank building?

4.  How to incorporate an element of interactivity to this system of 
  (technical) services?

Theo de M
eyer
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video still
National Bank of Belgium (video Pascal Henle)
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view on Boulevard de Berlaimont
Brussels, November 2021
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view on future developments
Brussels, November 2021



Filip Dujardin
Untitled, from the series Fictions, 2009

view on future developments
Brussels, November 2021
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-1, view in the basement 
National Bank of Belgium



-1, view on the ramp
National Bank of Belgium



0, banking hall
National Bank of Belgium
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+2, typical office interior
National Bank of Belgium
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+2, typical break room interior
National Bank of Belgium(left photograph Bas Leemans)



+3, typical aluminium guillotine windows
National Bank of Belgium



+1, Governor’s Hotel
National Bank of Belgium
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undressing
How far can the architect go with an existing building 
without demolishing any built volumes, rendering the 
structure of the bank a shell and combining its 
services, scenery and sets into a single layer? 

Undressing the existing fabric to reveal the theatre of a 
typical office interior. 

Undressing representative materials of the National 
Bank of Belgium to reinforce its loss of traditional 
secure functions. 

Undressing the National Bank of Belgium to make- and 
open up space for its inhabitants and visitors.

1.
Services, scenery and sets 
combined into a single layer, 
based on DEGW, 1989

1



What is needed in a room after the shell? What 
accomodates the space? How to reconfigure the 
hierarchy of these interior layers? 

Through reconfiguration the interior hierarchy is 
renewed. 

Through reconfiguration the existing interior fit-out 
elements change.

Through reconfiguration a more dynamic lay-out with 
intimate neeches is achieved.

2.
New National Bank of 
Belgium, removal and 
reconfiguration of 
existing interior layers, 1:50

2

undressing

reconfiguring



How can existing- and new technical services be an 
active instrument in the interior of the New National 
Bank of Belgium? 

What if the relationship between buildings and their ser-
vices is fundamentally rethought?

Through the displacement of technical elements in the 
interior of the office, a new work culture emerges.

Ducts, lifts and services are becoming space-
defining elements in between which the work is 
happening. 

33.
New National Bank of 
Belgium, removed ducts 
are displaced as an element 
for meeting

undressing

reconfiguring

displacing





axonometry
the National Bank of Belgium ‘as found’



axonometry
new public entrances



axonometry
a public route



axonometry
new circulation cores (stairs + lifts)



axonometry
opening up the bank entrance and corners



axonometry
governor’s hotel as storage



axonometry
shifting down the windows
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ground floor plan, combined
New National Bank of Belgium
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ground floor plan, permanent exhibition space
New National Bank of Belgium
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ground floor plan, functional banking hall, conference spaces
New National Bank of Belgium
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ground floor plan, public entrance on Rue de la Banque
New National Bank of Belgium
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ground floor plan, bank restaurant
New National Bank of Belgium
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New National Bank of Belgium
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removing glass panes,
removing aluminium window frame itself

working from the inside of the building

axonometry
altering facade on Boulevard de Berlaimont



removing glass panes,
removing aluminium window frame itself

working from the inside of the building

demolition of stone facade blocks beneath 
stone still

working from the outside of the building

axonometry
removing existing aluminium window frames



demolition of stone facade blocks beneath 
stone still

working from the outside of the building

demolition of stone sill
demolition of brick infill beneath sill

exposure of concrete structure
and brick infill

working from the outside and inside
of the building simultaneously

placing steel prop between jambs 

demolition of two stone jambs

axonometry
removing limestone facade cladding



undressing

demolition of stone facade blocks beneath 
stone still

working from the outside of the building

demolition of stone sill
demolition of brick infill beneath sill

exposure of concrete structure
and brick infill

working from the outside and inside
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demolition of stone sill
demolition of brick infill beneath sill

exposure of concrete structure
and brick infill

working from the outside and inside
of the building simultaneously

placing steel prop between jambs 

demolition of two stone jambs

full exposure of concrete beam and
brick infill

new outline becomes apparent

axonometry
removing limestone jambs and sill, exposing concrete structure and brick infil



full exposure of concrete beam and
brick infill

new outline becomes apparent

placing new prefab concrete sill on top 
of concrete beam

working from the outside and inside
of the building simultaneously

placing new prefab concrete jambs

axonometry
inserting new prefabricated concrete window surrounds



placing new prefab concrete sill on top 
of concrete beam

working from the outside and inside
of the building simultaneously

placing new prefab concrete jambs

repositioning existing aluminium window frame
placing glass window panes

placing new, openable, aluminium frame
on top of repositioned aluminium window frame

partially covering concrete and brick
structure with new prefab concrete blocks

axonometry
placing existing aluminium window frame back, new facade cladding
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repositioning existing aluminium window frame
placing glass window panes

placing new, openable, aluminium frame
on top of repositioned aluminium window frame

partially covering concrete and brick
structure with new prefab concrete blocks

axonometry
placing existing aluminium window frame back, new facade cladding

displacing
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new insulation
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section 1:40
shifting down the windows



perspective 1:20
working models office interior



axonometry
exterior facade + interior wall, office floor
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additional ventilation
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axonometry
interior wall, office floor
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D
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dripping 
edge

190

650

exterior - interior wall

total   590 mm

new prefab concrete facade element 180 mm
existing cast in-situ concrete beam 225 mm
permeable foil  1     mm
iCell insulation, Rd = 4,72  150 mm
aluminium vapour barrier  1     mm
gypsum board  50   mm
stucco, painted in RAL 9016 2     mm

mirror foil

existing aluminium 
window frame

top - bottom floor

total   470 mm

grey carpet tile, wood panel sandwich 20   mm
PIR insulation  100 mm
existing cast in-situ concrete beam 50   mm
PIR insulation, cladded with aluminium
vapour barrier (elevation)  250 mm
exposed aluminium vapour barrier 1     mm

(pre-heated) air ventilation

finned heating pipe 150x150 mm

extract ventilation grill

rectangular duct 100x200 mmrectangular duct 100x200 mm

existing raised floor system

aluminium plinth

metalstud C-profile 150x35 mm

20

100

50

50

180 225 1 150 1 50

steel U profile

2

detail, 1:5 
new duct in floor as junction between
existing raised floor and new insulation
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finned heating pipe 150x150 mm

aluminium pipe plugged into
rectangular duct for air inlet

aluminium plinth

metalstud C-profile 150x35 mm

aluminium pipe d=70mm

high performance fire retardant 
ventilation grill (reacts at 140 degree celsius)

drip edge

drip edge

inlet grill with fly screen (pre-heated) air ventilation

dripping 
edge

new prefabricated concrete jamb

brick infill exposed on facade

new prefabricated concrete 
facade element

new prefabricated concrete 
window sill

air in
heating pipe, CH in

detail 1:5
ventilation grill inserted into 
exposed brick infill on facade
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infill next to window

existing aluminium window frames 
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new top frame, openable

air vent grill on exposed 
brick infill next to window

bank entrance becomes a freestanding
figure again through undressing
of facade columns above entrance

exposure of steel cables inside facade columns
above entrance

new prefabricated jambs, sill and facade blocks,
prefabricated concrete elements

exposure of brick infill behind facade blocks
selective undressing of representative materials

existing fences reconfigured, bolt connection to column 
and facade, thus under an angle and visually directing 
towards the now freestanding entrance of the National 
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mirror foil

exterior - interior wall

total   590 mm

existing limestone window head 330 mm
L-profile connection
foamglas   100 mm
permeable foil  1     mm
iCell insulation  150 mm
aluminium vapour barrier  1     mm

existing aluminium 
window frame

Lüftungsflügel
Schüco AWS VV, opening angle 45 degrees

330 100 150 11

top - bottom floor

total   470 mm

grey carpet tile, wood panel sandwich 20   mm
PIR insulation  100 mm
existing cast in-situ concrete beam 50   mm
PIR insulation, cladded with aluminium
vapour barrier (elevation)  250 mm
exposed aluminium vapour barrier 1     mm

1:5 drawing
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black for existing material 20

100

50

50

250

1

air flow

detail, 1:5 
connecting new openable frame
to existing aluminium frame



aluminium vapour barrier, exposed

gypsum board with stucco painted in RAL 9016 (white)

white stucco wall transitions to 
exposed aluminium vapour barrier on
bottom line of new window frame (dashed)

Stuc-Stop perforated L-profile

1:5 drawing
green for symbol annotation
blue for new additions and interventions
black for existing material

detail, 1:5 
interior wall: moments where 
insulation is exposed



duct beneath radiator
connected to outer facade

top frame
openable
through

rotary handle

CH in

CH return

water pipe doubling
as clothing rack

insulation wrapped with
aluminim vapour barrier,

exposed

new top frame, openable

new radiators connected
to vent grill on main 

facade
radiator can function as 

bench

stucco finish painted
in RAL9016

aluminium plinth

section 1:50
interior wall facing outside, new situation





model 1:20
ceiling plan



section 1:50
interior wall facing atrium, current situation



section 1:50
interior wall facing atrium, new situation

CH in

steel cables
of rotary handle
system exposed

existing aluminium
guillotine windows 

openable towards atrium

CH 
return

local insulation behind
radiator wrapped with

aluminium vapour barrier





existing 
heating 
pipes
in column

insulating in the inside
building in the building

local insulation
behind existing radiator

new radiator and room divider
connected to existing 

heating pipes,

new radiator grill

grey carpet 
tile

curtain

existing raised floor tiles

connecting existing 
partitions together 

with L-profiles

closed off or open

curtain on heating pipe

plan, section 1:50
office 1, workplace
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heating 
pipes
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new radiator and room divider
connected to existing 

heating pipes,

new radiator grill

grey carpet 
tile

curtain

existing raised floor tiles

connecting existing 
partitions together 

with L-profiles

closed off or open

curtain on heating pipe

plan, perspective
office 1, workplace
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typical office floor plan
New National Bank of Belgium
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perspective 1:20
working model
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middle circulation core
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fragment plan
circulation core



plan, perspective
existing situation middle circulation core

photograph: Bas Leem
ans

fragment plan
circulation core



MIDDLE CORE
1:100

FIXTURES,
SEWAGE

water basement tank

towards sewage pipe below Boulevard de Berlaimont

cold water supply pipe

vent on roof

axonometry, plan, section
existing situation middle circulation core

MIDDLE CORE
1:100

SEWAGE, SPRINKLER, 
VENTILATION, HEATING

water basement tank

cold water supply pipe

sprinkler system supply pipe

ventilation duct, 300 x 300

water sewage pipe

heating, 1000 x 125 x 485 

ventilation duct, 260 x 160

vent on roof



MIDDLE CORE
1:100

FIXTURES,
SEWAGE

water basement tank

towards sewage pipe below Boulevard de Berlaimont

cold water supply pipe

vent on roof

axonometry, plan, section
existing situation middle circulation core



perspective, plan, section
existing situation middle circulation core

water 
pipes

water 
pipes



perspective, plan, section
existing situation middle circulation core

water 
pipes

water 
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perspective, plan, section
middle circulation core

steel structure exposed

water pipes exposed



perspective, plan, section
middle circulation core

undressing

steel structure exposed

water pipes exposed



undressing

shifting
perspective, plan, section

middle circulation core

steel structure exposed

windows shifted down

water pipes exposed

door removed



perspective, plan, section
middle circulation core

new kitchen plugged into 
existing exposed water 

pipe

new long table to be used 
for meetings and breaks

visual connection towards 
the atrium of the bank curtain rail

steel structure exposed

new kitchen top

curtain

new kitchen plugged into 
existing water pipes 

behind wall

sliding door
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perspectives 1:20
meeting- and breakroom facing interior atrium



air inlet to alu vent grill 
on exposed brick infill
next to window

existing aluminium window frames 
shifted down on main facade

new prefabricated
jambs, sill and 
facade blocks

steel tube exterior railing
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