Stills from the walk-through video on
the reimagined supermarket of the
future, Albeért.
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Propositions

1 From The Hague to Genoa, the
supply chain of the future supermarket
will span across the Blue Banana trade
corridor, addressing multifaceted
aspects of the food industry in the
Netherlands and beyond, through the
notions of scarcity, trade, inclusivity,
sensorialism, tastemaking, craft,
reshoring, protectionism, automation,
and extinction.

2 The reimagined supermarket—
Albéert—displays both the product
and its supply chain for the conscious
consumers by integrating the
distribution center with an automated
Ocado grid system above the
supermarket, rendering a completely
open sales floor.

3 In an attempt to reduce waste

and address sustainability goals,
Albért operates within a just-in-time
production system of non-disposable
packaging and dynamic pricing,
maintaining small batches of products
in the integrated Distribution Center.

4 No longer an enclosed and controlled
retail space, the supermarket uses
various strategies—such as store-in-
a-store rentals for exclusive brands
and specialty displays for seasonal
products—to create a flexible sales
floor in order to maximize profit,
operating as a real estate platform.

5 Novel tasting experiences and green
public spaces—along with the dynamic
robotic movement that diverts human
labor towards hospitality and social
interaction—Dblur the boundaries
between the supermarket and the city,
introducing a new civic presence.
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Supermarket is a collective project

on the spatial implications of the

food industry in the Netherlands

and beyond, redesigning this now
considered essential architecture to
entail a paradigm shift in its journey
towards optimization, sustainability,
and health consciousness. It imagines a
future supermarket that integrates retail
experiences with distribution, supply
chains, and product display to ensure

a frictionless future for conscious
consumers; while, at the same time,
creating a new civic presence for the
city and its residents.
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