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Declined Open Mountain Pasture

A shepherd is moving flocks across a summer pasture.

Val d’Azun,France.
Source: ©E.Follet(2014).



Existing Rewilding

A 2005 ground photograph shows forest-edge encroachment at the lower Problem bear M129 who gets too close to human areas,
edge of summer pastures, Auzat, Ariege department, France .
HOU ntas Gédre Pyrenees. Source: Association Pays de 'ours (2023)

Source: Parc national des Pyrénées. (2012). Une cartographie des paysages — Parc national des Pyrénées, p. 64



A Question of Space

Farmers and veterinarians are examining the carcasses of shee . , . S :
9 P Aflock of sheep on summer pasture, Killed bear'caramelles’ in conflicts in Ariege area 2021,

that were found dead, which were likely killed by a bear, Larrau, Pyrénées-Atlantiques Toulouse Natural History Museum France
Cauterets. Hautes- Pyrénées France Source: AFP (2019), in Sciences et Avenir, “Ovins vs ours : la cohabitation dans _ y !
Source: L Darc’ﬁ Agence France-Presse 2619 publish;%d in Sciences et Avenir. limpasse aprés un éte meurtrier.” SoueEIRged by Agenee Francefresse v Bety fnaaes



Research Question

How can a rewilding approach that repositions humans as
cohabitants inform a new configuration between evolving
ecological processes and continued cultural legacies in the
Pyrenees’ transforming landscape?



II. Diagnosis: What the Mountains Hold

A cave painting of prehistoric herbivores in the Pyrenees

Grotte de Niaux,Ariege,France
Adapted from R.Kann(2025)



II. Diagnosis: What the Mountains Hold

Altitudinal Zonation of the Pyrenees
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II. Diagnosis. What the Mountains Hold

Transhumance Rhythms

Flocks in Spring/Autumn pasture

A shelter in summer pasture
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Deep Mapping the Socio-ecosystem

From Pleistocene to Holocene

Subalpine
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Imaged by author (2025)



II. Diagnosis: What the Mountains Hold
Deep Mapping the Socio-ecosystem

After Neolithic

Actors 11

Imaaed bv author (2025




II. Diagnosis: What the Mountains Hold
Deep Mapping the Socio-ecosystem

From Middle age to modern era
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II. Diagnosis: What the Mountains Hold

Ecological Process Ruptures Due To Abandonment
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ITI. Restoring the Open Mountain Pasture System
Mapping the Open Mountain Pasture
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ITI. Restoring the Open Mountain Pasture System

Management-scale Dynamic Zoning
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USE ZONE
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NEGOTIATING ZONE
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LETTING-GO ZONE
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I1V. Coexistence with Bears

Problem bear M129 that got too close to human areas.

Auzat, Ariege department, France .
Adapted from Association Pays de I'ours (2023).



I1V. Coexistence with Bears
Mapping the Bear Territory
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I'V. Coexistence with Bears
Confrontation Interface and Spatial Typologies
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1V. Coexistence with Bears

Reconfigured Grazing Season Movement

Pastoral withdrawing access
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The Pastoral Mosaic of Pic des Trois Seigneurs
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The Current Routes, Pasture Units and Activities
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Rewilded Pic des Trois Seigneurs massif
Pasture Mosaic, Coexistence Regulations and Design Site
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For Shepherds

From River to Ridge :A Procession of the Rite
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Design Site 01

Rest Place
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Design Site 02

Access to Goutets Pasture
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For Wildlife Protectors
From Threshold to Pass: A Path of Watch
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In grazing season,
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Monitoring Hotspot Area
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Design Site 05
Observing pause
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South Primary scanning view toward the Bassiés slopess

Site wind and exposure condition
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For Visitors
Reading the Rewilding: A Path of Awe
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Psychological and Spatial Need

Spatial conditions that host escapist desire

Middle landscape as buffers Immersive thresholds

Re-enchantment forks: consumption or care
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Spatial Strategies
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Design Site 03
Land Art

Spring bear foraging behavior
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Walking down towards the Mountain

Facing the Courtal de Lers



Facing the Pic des trois seignouers
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Conclusion: Rewilding Principles

Designed disturbance over withdrawal

Graded interfaces over fixed separation
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Conclusion: Rewilding Principles

Time as a coexistence tool

Anual

Seasonal

Day and night

Perceptibility as acceptance
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