
Faculty of Industrial Design Engineering

Danique Hoekstra
Exploring “Home”: Design for newly cohabitating 
local and refugee students
February 6, 2025
MSc Design for Interaction

Committee Dr. Ir. Sine Celik
  Ir. Thomas van Arkel
 
 Company Stichting Herontwikkeling tot Studentenhuisvesting Delft

Exploring “Home”
A workshop for newly cohabitating 
local and refugee students

In recent years, mixed co-housing has been proposed as a solution to 
address two interconnected challenges in The Netherlands: 1. provid-
ing housing for young starters, students and status holders—refugees 
granted residency—and 2. fostering integration. However, despite its 
potential, such projects often encounter significant obstacles, includ-
ing navigating cultural differences, managing integration, and ad-
dressing the psychological needs of residents. These challenges test 
not only the tenants but also the organizations that support these ini-
tiatives. This research project set out to explore: 

How Dutch students and newcomers could live together in ways that 
enable both groups to thrive? 

A workshop aimed at establishing the best possible living conditions 
within mixed co-housing groups by fostering open communication 
about expectations and envisioning an ideal home together.

Proposed intervention

Explore & communicate 
expectations for cohabitation

Foster understanding 
between housemates  

Reflect on constructive ways to 
address unmet expectations

Introduction & Icebreaker

Debrief

Collages of Home Reflection
Visualising idea’s of the ideal 
co-housing

Identifying commonalities 
& differences

Spectra: Who are we?
Answering questions through 
a line-up

Introducing the workshop 
& each other

House Intentions
Exploring and setting shared 
expectations

Unmet expectations
Informational video + roleplay:
approaching unmet expectations 

Reflecting on learnings


