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a design approach for the new Flemish Museum of Modern Art Antwerp 
( Vlaams museum hedendaagse kunst Antwerp VMHK ) 

formally known as M HKA
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history

M HKA and its history in uncertain spaces - an anti-museum rooted within its  DNA
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Present time1969 1992
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Official opening of exhibition by Ben Vautier en Nicole Goethem, 1987
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structure
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structure
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context
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context
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people
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people



Opening of exhibition called “British sculpture” 1960-1988. 
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Present time1969 1992
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Present time1969 1992
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institute

M HKA and its future ambition towards VMHK. 
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Kunsthaus Zurich, 
David Chipperfield.

23.300 s.q.m.

Kunsthaus Bregenz, 
Peter Zumthor.

3.440 s.q.m.



site 

construction of recognized strategy
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new plot 
(existing buidling)

current building
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located building plot VMHK 



Image court of appeal building.
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Image model court of appeal and site 1.200
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Image of former grain silo prior to the acquisition by M HKA.
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new plot 
(existing buidling)

new plot with existing construction as a starting point
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Image of ongoing construction court of appeal building.
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To realize the translation of M HKA’s identity and origins, I consider it an important aspect to 
continue M HKA in an existing building. Not only does this refer directly to the characteristics 
of the origin of M HKA as described earlier in its history, but architecturally it also provides 
an opportunity to present art in character that is predefined to existing space and structure. 
In this create the possibility of combining site-specific architecture with new construction 
in which art can function as a mediator between park, river and old and new building fabric.

Potential of existing building, Court of Appeal.



interior image Palais de Toky, Lacaton Vassal.
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Centre Pompidou in Paris 1977 - Richard Rogers and Renzo Piano with Peter Rice
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Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris | Ground Floor with Piazza | 1:500

To Do List
- Stair cuts + notation
-Roof Detail
-Window Details
- Ground + 1st Floor Columns
-Doorways

Present Day Floor Plans

urban plan 1:1000urban plan 1:1000 Site Drawing with activities 1:600

Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel ManuelCentre Georges Pompidou, Paris | Ground Floor with Piazza | 1:500
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Centre Pompidou interior model  (left) vs  photograph of interior (right) image taken by Iphone.]

Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris | Ground Floor with Piazza | 1:500

To Do List
- Stair cuts + notation
-Roof Detail
-Window Details
- Ground + 1st Floor Columns
-Doorways

Present Day Floor Plans

urban plan 1:1000urban plan 1:1000 Site Drawing with activities 1:600
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color image of actual 1.33 model setup



City park

Schelde
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public strategy 
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1.200 section design  proposal 
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1.200 section design  principal

park and street

city view



existing buillding.
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existing buillding and lock
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new foundation plan + basement

Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel32/78



deleting existing mass of building, 
adding new concrete  cores
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wrapping with steel structure to support floors and 
facade. Large floor to ceiling cantilver to support 

overhang near Schelde
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facades based on existing grids, creaing 
horizontal and vertical linework by using 

corrugated steel cladding.  
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directed openings on lower floors to connect city to building. 
Full translucent shell on top floor to provide city views.
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view from the park 1.200 model
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view from the park 1.200 model
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view from the park 1.200 model



43/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel

view from the street 1.200 model
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Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | longitudinal section | Antwerp | 1:250

+5010

5 10m0 2.5

1. forum entrance area 
2. forum exhibit space mediate’s with street (free)
3. forum auditorium 
4. library and reading area

5. back-office
6. archival room
7. documentation 
8. workshops and studios

9. exhibit spaces paid admission
10.art handling loading dock
11. transshipment space 
12. restaurant

13. exhibit spaces free admission
14. technical space
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2.5 5 10m

Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | section | Antwerp | 1:200

+5010

0

1. forum exhibit space mediate’s with street (free)
2. forum auditorium 
3. workshops and studios

4. exhibit spaces free admission
5. exhibit spaces paid admission
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2.5 5 10m0
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | climate | Antwerp | 1:200

+5010

ETFE panels allow large areas of sunlight to be 
admitted into the exhibition spaces. Color grading 
of the panels ensures maximum light transmission 
with minimum heat absorption. In addition, the 
compressed air between the ETFE layers reduces 
heat loss in winter conditions.

Air handling unit combined with heat exchanger. 
Installation on top floor in secluded room.

Additional  cooling and heating with air.

Low temperature heating and cooling (LTH) 
connected to heat grid of Antwerp.

1. Exhibition spaces
2. Forum space
3. Backoffice workspaces & studios

1

1

1 &2 

3

2

1 & 2

1

Natural fresh air supply and mechanical extraction 
in office spaces, library and workshops.

Outdoor shading system consisting of metal mesh 
connected directly to the weather station. Large 
vertical slats generate shading surfaces that 
provide a reduced sun exposure area on the 
facade.

Natural air ventilation could be combined with 
cross ventilation.

Rainwater collection for gray water storage 
additional water can also be withdrawn from the 
Scheldt river.

Boiler with heat exhanger 
connected to heat net of Antwerp.
(pilot zone)

AHU

Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | climate | Antwerp | 1:200
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Bruther - Maison Julie-Victoire Daubié - Cité Universitaire 
de Paris

Galvinized currugated steel sheets

Bruther - New generation research centre - Caen France

curtain wall in combination with large ETFE surface

Babin+Renaud - social housing, aluminium tip - Paris 
France

Aluminium horizontal and vertical slats (louvres)
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5 10m0
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | Lock edges -02 | Antwerp | 1:250

2.5

1

B

A

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

17

R

51/78

main exhibition space
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5 10m0
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | Lock edges -02 | Antwerp | 1:250

2.5

10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | groundfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5
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forum, shop &  back-offi ce
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[Fig] Interior view of forum and entrance, ground fl oor.
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[Fig] Interior view of forum and exhibition space, ground fl oor.



10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | firstfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5

library & backoffi ce
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10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | firstfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5 10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | secondfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5

auditorium, offi ce & library
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10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | thirdfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5

library & backoffi ce
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10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | fourthfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5

offi ces & work ateliers
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10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | sixthfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 510m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | fifthfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5

archive & material stations

59/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel



10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | sixthfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5

exhibition & restaurant

60/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel



61/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel

[Fig] Interior view of exhibition space sixth fl oor.
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Facade.

1 Vertical aluminium slats. 
2. Exterior cladding galvanized and coated aluminium
3. External sunshading
4. Curtain wall windows
5. IPE column 600 mm
6. Hollow square clolumn 600mm
7. Steel concrete floor with underfloor heating (and cooling) 

6th floor detail 1.10
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10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | seventhfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5
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10m
Vlaams Museum Hedendaagse Kunst | eighthfloor | Antwerp | 1:250

2.50 5
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Facade.

1 Vertical aluminium slats. 
2. Exterior cladding galvanized and coated aluminium
3. External sunshading
4. ETFE profile connected to main steel structure
5. Steel concrete floor with underfloor heating (and cooling) 

7th floor detail 1.10

68/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel



69/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel



70/78 Interiors Buildings & Cities / Denzel Manuel

Roof

1. polycarbonate thermal insulated panels 75mm
2. steel arched IPE beams 220mm

Facade.

1 Vertical aluminium slat
2. Metal mesh 
3. Exterior cladding galvanized and coated aluminium
4.Omega profile mineral wool 165mm & 325mm inner box
5. fixing with spacer
6. Hollow square column 600mm 

Rood detail 1.10



thank you !
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[Fig] Exterior view of facade from the quayside side of the Schelde



extra set of images
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[Fig] Image models 1.200, Existing Court of appeal, Exterior & section
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[Fig] Image models 1.200, Existing Court of appeal, Exterior & section
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[Fig] Image exterior model 1.200
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[Fig] Image exterior model 1.200
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