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URBAN COMMONS

How can architecture counteract speculative 
growth and reclaim the built environment as a 

shared resource?
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Where do people organise to collectively claim 
their commons?
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Can public space foster collective practices of 
commoning?
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What kind of public space could support 
collective practices of commoning?
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Conceived Space
Representation of Space
Knowledge Production

Discourse, Language
Maps, Images, Plans

Lived Space
Spaces of Representation

Meaning production
Social values, Traditions, 
Dreams, Individual and 
collective experiences

Perceived Space
Spatial Practice

Material Production
“Where actions of collective 
actors become permanent 

objects and realities.”
Daily routines, 

Infrastructures, World 
economy

Differences
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Time

State

Commodity

Schmid, C. (2022). Henri Lefebvre and the Theory of the Production of Space. Verso Books.
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A civic space is a public space embedded into 
differential space.
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What can a civic space look like?
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ArchDaily in Spanish. (2013, July 25). El Campo de Cebada / La ciudad situada. https://www.archdaily.cl/cl/02-281490/el-campo-de-ceba-
da-la-ciudad-situada
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Where in Madrid could the development of a 
civic space be the most beneficial?

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
12

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
SITE

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
13

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
ABSTRACT SPACE

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
14

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
FORGOTTEN CENTRE

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
15

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
FORGOTTEN CENTRE

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
16

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
REJECTING CENTRE

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
17

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
EMPTY CENTRE

03
 - 

SI
TE



Architectural Design Crossovers
Graduation Studio

Mathilde Barth
18

C
O

N
ST

R
U

C
TI

N
G

 C
IV

IC
 S

PA
C

ES
DESIGN

How to design a civic space to support 
collective practices of commoning?
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