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Introduction

This booklet presents the outcomes of drawing workshops on the theme of nature conducted with primary 
school children as part of my graduation project, titled “Nurture in Nature”. The drawings and their analyses 
featured in this book have fostered design choices made in the “Nurture in Nature” building design, which is 
further explored in the complementary graduation book. Additionally, the drawings represent independent 
outcomes of the graduation research. 

Approximately eighty primary school children, around the age of 7, from two different schools in Rotterdam 
were posed the same question: “What is nature?”. To ensure individuality in their responses and minimize the 
influence of classmates’ ideas on their drawings, they were invited to contemplate the answer silently without 
expressing it aloud. The extensiveness of this question was deliberately a deliberate choice to encourage a diverse 
range of thoughts and interpretations from the students. The impact of this freedom on their drawing process, 
which is also compared to the surrounding environment of their schools’ neighbourhoods, played a meaningful 
role in the research outcomes and its implications for the design project. 

In addition to the workshops conducted in Rotterdam, the question “What is nature?” was also posed to 
children in Liège, specifically in the Bressoux/Droixhe neighborhoods, as part of the Nurture in Nature project. 
This activity was organized in collaboration with social workers from Amis de l’Étang. The drawings and 
artworks created during this activity have been included in this booklet.

It is important to note that the circumstances in which these drawings were created differed significantly from 
those in the school settings in Rotterdam. Therefore, a direct comparison of the raw outcomes may not provide 
conclusive insights. However, when examining the drawing process and the children’s attitudes during the 
activities, a meaningful discourse can be established when comparing the processes to the school workshops.
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03-07-2023 15:59 Google Earth

https://earth.google.com/web/@50.64502129,5.60310907,56.4366065a,556.66970777d,35y,-71.29375404h,44.15690752t,359.99999993r 1/1

Datum van afbeeldingen: 30-07-2022 Camera: 456 m  50°38'40"N 5°36'16"E 58 m

Data SIO, NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO Landsat / Copernicus

80 m

03-07-2023 16:01 Google Earth

https://earth.google.com/web/@51.87862821,4.55264246,-1.52666649a,986.79268976d,35y,-27.29418168h,40.63666362t,0r 1/1

Camera: 747 m  51°52'38"N 4°33'13"E 7 m100 m

03-07-2023 16:02 Google Earth

https://earth.google.com/web/@51.91532627,4.4386688,4.98529488a,1097.56483412d,35y,-31.97400891h,39.66587869t,0r 1/1

Camera: 850 m  51°54'50"N 4°26'24"E 14 m100 m

C.B.S. Beatrix  
Groot-IJsselmonde, Rotterdam

Class 4a and 4b
Age range: 7-9 years old

A relatively green (sub-)urban neighbourhood. When 
asked the question: ‘What is nature?’ it was met with 
enthousiasm and excitement. There was little to no 
hesitation from the students to start drawing their 
‘nature’. Many animals and creative forms of nature 
were the result, leading to an estimatino in medium to 
high nature connectivity. The small sample size of this 
research gives too little foundation to draw a correlation 
between the prominantly present green environment 
and the ability to perform the task. However, the 
process of the workshop was in line with theoratical 
research on psychological development in relation to 
nature connectivity (F. Lederbogen) (F. Mayer). 
When relating their researches to eachother it can 
be concluded that higher nature connectivity results 
in a stronger foundation for the development of 
concentration, impuls control and the ability to cope 
with stress.  
Drawing observations: 
- Trees with enormous treetrunks and small treetops 
- Usually drawn in elevation/perspective 
- Building or man-made space as anchor for a specific 
nature memory

Mariaschool  
Spangen, Rotterdam

Class 4/5/6 
Age range: 7-10 years old

A highly paved, urban housing area with a school 
demographic which is comparable to Groot-
IJsselmonde (many students with a (multicultural) 
immigrant backrgound and fairly low income 
households). However, the amount of green/ nature 
in this neighbourhoood is radically different. Again, 
we cannot draw a singular conclusion or notice true 
correlations, but the school atmosphere differed by 
quite a lot from C.B.S. Beatrix. Converstaion with 
teachers and personal observations showed a lower 
focus and attention span, as well as multiple students 
who were inable to play outside during the breaks 
as a result of violence and agression. Many other 
circumstances other than nature connectivity, logically, 
have an impact on a child’s psychological development, 
but the inabality of more than 50% of the students to 
start individualy on the nature workshop hinted at a 
relatively low nature connectivity level. Enthousiasm 
levels and variety in creative answers to the question 
resulted in different outcomes to the Beatrix school. 
While some students did not know where to even start 
with the broad question, others knew what tehy wanted 
to draw but not how to draw these desired answers.

Amis de l’Étang
Droixhe, Liège

Neighbourhood children
Age range: 4-12 years old

The age group of the actvity in Droixhe was much 
broader than in the schools in Rotterdam, which 
resulted in much variety in ability to understand, ,reflect 
on and answer the question. Sicne it was an activity and 
not a school lesson, we had the change to go outside and 
collect nature in the park ourselves. A few flowers were 
pretty, but the football was a lot more interesting. 
The drawings and arts and crafts that were created 
mostly turned into the direction of their bedroom, 
where nature would take on the role as the view or a 
houseplant. One girl, 8 years old, drew a very interesting 
picture of a house with nature/ oustide on both sides.  
Interestingly enough, there was an extremely similar 
sunflower drawn by one of the kids in Liège and one 
of the students in Spangen, Rotterdam. Small petals in 
a circle and the inner part of the flower was drawn as a 
cross hatch. In terms of the process, it was in terms of 
enthousiasm inbetween the levels of C.B.S. Beatrix and 
the Mariaschool, but in terms of creativity and ideas ont 
he the meaning of nature it was more comparable to the 
Marischool in Spangen. Many children at the actvity 
also mentioned not often visiting larger natural/green 
spaces.
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Drawing  collection
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C.B.S. Beatrix    -    Groot-IJsselmonde
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‘Day and Nigth nature’ 

- Brooklyn, 7 years old
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‘WHen there are many large trees, 

it’s really dark underneath ‘

- Tashime, 7 years old
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‘I think everything is nature! 

So that means saturnus, cars and a pool are also nature’ 

- Darick, 7 years old
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The forest as a home for  all animals; 

bears, deers, foxes, owls and pigs 

- ALex, 7 years old
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‘Nature is peace’ 

- Asmin, 8 years old
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‘Nature is good for our health and provides food, 

to us as well as the animals’ 

- Badr, 8 years old
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‘Nature is when it goes from day to night  

and the other way around’ 

- Bryan, 7 years old
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The animals live in nature, and our houses do to

- Dario, 7 years old
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Cats and birds

- Demi, 8 years old
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The hugeness of nature

- Haylab, 8 years old
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Nature in perspective

- Jelaino, 7 years old
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Falling leaves in autumn 

Is it a tree or a cloud? 

- Jill, 7 years old
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‘The trees and flowers in the park behind my house’

- Joshua, 7 years old
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My backyard

- Levy, 8 yeras old
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‘The foxes in the park, although I have never seen them..’ 

- Liam, 7 years old
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‘Support eachother and nature’ 

- Lieva, 7 years old
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‘Trees are good for our lives and we need the flowers’ 

- Lisa, 7 years old
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‘Nature makes our lives complete and the people 

make our lives complete as well’ 

- Lizzi, 7 years old
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‘This is what I see from my window’

- Marko, 8 years old
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‘Nature cannot grow without rain!’ 

- Oliver, 7 years old



6564

Falling leaf

- Omar, 7 years old
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Mother nature

- Rawaan, 7 years old
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‘We have flowers at home too’ 

- Zümrab. 8 years old
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‘I think I’m going to draw the brids pooping, because 

they always do that near my house. Even on my head..’

- Ayaz, 8 years old
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The forest path

- Brando, 8 years old
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‘I’m drawing myself with my dog and cat in the jungle’

- Charlie, 7 years old
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Driving through the flower fields 

- Davy, 7 years old
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‘The park behind my house’

- Dwayne, 7 years old
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‘Nature is beautiful’

- Elizam, 7 years old



8382

Dogs in the park

- Giovanni, 7 years old



8584

The cow, the lion and the fox

- Jana, 7 years old
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How do I draw a sunflower?

- Jaroy, 8 years old
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‘This is where I live’

- Jiahab, 8 years old
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The truss system tree and a waterfall

- Kayne, 7 years old
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My cat in the park where I’m going to live when I’m old’ 

- Liam, 8 years old
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The jungle 

- Marlea, 7 years old
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‘The grassfield next to my flat’

- Omram, 8 years old
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Waterfall

- Quincy, 8 years old
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The fence around the park

- Skreya, 7 years old
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Tiger, Bear, Monkey

- Teodora, 7 years old
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RAINbow

- Wael, 8 years old
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‘The nature hut’

- Youssef, 8 years old
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‘Falling rain causes a wet ground’

-  Zakaria, 8 years old
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‘Can you explain to me how i draw a cat?’

‘Think about a cat, what do you notice first?’ 

‘the tail and the ears?’

- Zeinab, 7 years old
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Mariaschool   -   Spangen
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Rain and the rabbit

- Ebru, 8 years old
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The flowers and the bees 

‘I forgot to draw the rest, can I write it down?’

- Adam, 8 years old
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‘It always rains in nature’

- Alana, 10 years old
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‘Rain to grow all the flowers’

- Anisa, 8 years old
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‘The waterfall from where I was born’

Asmin, 8 years old
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‘Nature around my house and the playground’

- Beyda, 10 years old
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‘I don’t know how to draw nature in a nice way’ 

- David, 8 years old
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‘The sun shines thourgh the clouds, that’s how 

you get a rainbow!’ 

- Dion , 8 years old
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‘I guess wind is nature?’

- Djaydjay, 8 years old
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Flowertree

- Eflin, 9 years old
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The forest fairy and me

- Elif-Lina, 8 years old
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The bird’s flowertree

- Elif, 9 years old
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The apple tree

- ...
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‘I don’t know any nature.. maybe, flowers?’

- Jah, 8 yeras old
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The hole in the tree

- Jaylee, 10 years old
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Nature is fun?

- Jernain, 8 years old
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‘Giraffes eat from trees’

- ...
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Birds, flowers and a whole lot of green

- Joshua, 9 years old
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The home of birds

- Juliano, 7 years old
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‘Where do I start?’

- Katiene, 9 years old



155154

‘I love to draw!’

- Kevser, 9 years old



157156

PLants, trees and flowers

- Khadjid, 9 years old



159158

‘Is the see also nature?’

- Kinayo, 9 years old
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Walking home

- Klara, 10 years old
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RAINbow coloring the grass

- Lus-shainy, 9 years old
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‘Bomen’

- Milidon, 8 years old
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Falling leaves

‘can I draw hello kitty?’

- Mina, 8 years old



169168

‘Apple trees and the tree with the pink flowers, 

what do youcall that one?’

- Mitovo, 9 years old
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‘Animals living in the forest’

- Nisa, 10 years old
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‘Flowers are nature’

- Oumnia, 7 years old
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Neighbour inspiration

- Ralayan, 9 years old



177176

Waterfall and a lake

- Ranya, 9 years old



179178

Big treetrunk small branches

- Riley, 9 years old
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Tall trees

- Sura, 8 years old



183182

mountains, water, weather and trees

- Yusur, 9 years old



185184

Me in the park

with a moon

- Zelima, , 8 years old
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‘Apple trees, because they give us food!’

- Stijjan, 10 years old
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‘I already drew a tree, but how do I draw a sunflower?

I cannot think of more nature animals other than 

bees, maybe a wasp?’

- Zakaria, 9 years old
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L’Amis  de  l’Étang  -   Droixhe
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My house in the park 

- Pauline, 6 years old
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Nature is cats and flowers

- Rozalinda, 5 years old



199198

My bedroom! 

- Marya, 5 yers old
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‘I made a park for the cat’ 

The plants grow from the pebbles

- Rozalinda, 5 years old



203202

‘This leaf looks like a tree’

- Assia, 11 years old



205204

‘I want to have many flowers in my room’ 

- Rozalinda, 5 years old



207206

‘The yellow floer is the sun’

- Marya, 5 years old






