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Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Maximum scentence in Norway is 21 years

Placement in this prison is based on reward

With a focus on rehabilitation, the prison was 
designed to simulate a village

Dynamic security aims that staff develop personal 
relationships

Guards eat meals and play sports with the inmates 
and are unarmed

Staff as a sense of family and as role models

Prisoners are allowed to privately meet families, 
partners or friends twice a week for 2 hours

Private rooms contain a sofa, sink. Towels, sheets 
and condoms are available for single person vistits

While the conditions at Norway's 52 prisons vary, 
even the strictest facilities stress rehabilitation over 
retribution. 

Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Maximum security cells for  sex o�enders and 
prisoners who require pshychiatric or medical 
care

Residential units are mixed and more free

Functions

Chalet that can be used by a prisoner and family

Residential units

Activities house

Work units

Maximum security unit

Administration and intake

Staff buildings

Parking buildings
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Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Prison within prison system

Security checkpoints borders

Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Functions

Prisoner offices and rooms to receive guests

Residential units

Activities house

Building consists op two identical �oors

Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Functions

Prisoner offices and rooms to receive guests

Guest toilets

Common rooms

Laundry rooms

Cell units

Supervisor room (overseeing common rooms)

Deposit rooms

Building consists op two identical �oors
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Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Intake and arrivals

Service rooms

Offices and private rooms

Toilets

Flexible hall

Kitchen unit

Work rooms

Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

Administration area

Administration flexible working spots

Service rooms

Meeting rooms

Lunch room

Toilet

Work rooms
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Name: Halden Fengsel
Location: Halden, Norway
Architect: Erik Møller Architects & HLM Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 20.000.000 
Capacity: 252 inmates
Amount of staff: 340
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 12.500 m2
Enclosed space: 280.000 m2

The cells are comfortable with �atscreen TV, mini 
frigde

There is an incentive of 6 US$ / day to leave the cell

Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Danmark’s most modern prison

Layout is based on a traditional Danish village

The goal was to create an environment that is as 
close to normal living standards as possible

Guards not only supervise but they also aim to 
re-socialize the inmate

Group dynamic in the units is important

Informal contact between staff and inmates is 
considered essential

Fingerprint operated gate/door locks

Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Functions

Administration

Staff building

Leisure building

Normal section units (4x12)

Maximum security section (96) & healthcare

Entrance building

The complex is organized as a prisons within a 
prison

The units are relatively small ~48 inmates per unit

Each unit is managed by its own guards, this allows 
for personal contact
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Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Sectioning for flexible sucurity levels so that is can 
adapt to demand

Sectioning for management during emergency 
situations

Security checkpoint borders

Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Typical cell units

Relatively small units to enchance interaction for 
resocialization

Living area

Exterior terrace

Common room for the whole floor

Common rooms with kitchen

Cells

Cleaning storage

Flexible openings / storage

Laundry room

Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Typical floorplan of the normal sections

Normal sections have two floors

During daytime prisoners have access to the living 
and work area

Work and living are combined in one unit to 
maintain controllability

Prisoners typically spend most of their day in the 
workshops

Functional areas in the units

Enclosed exterior space

Prisoners area

Guard area

Work area

Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Prisoner floors are flexible  and can be divided in:

4x6 cells

2x6 & 1x12 cells

2x12 cells

1x24 cells

Flexible separation of cells 

Example unit 1

Example unit 2

Example unit 3

Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

Small leisure rooms are freely accessible

Work area

Production training room

Toilets

Lunch rooms for staff

Production rooms

Lunch rooms for prisoners

Coach private room

10m²

3000
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Name: East Jutland State Prison
Location: Horsens, Danmark
Architect: Friis and Moltke Architects
Realized: 2006
Construction cost: US$ 22.200.000
Capacity: 228 inmates
Amount of staff: 300
Security class: Medium to maximum
Floor space: 28.500 m2

The interior is seen as an important instrument for 
diminishing the stress of imprisonment and 
normalization

Prisoners have control over their environment

Cell layout
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EVOLUTION OF PRISONS

BORDER PRISONERS

PRECEDENT ANALYSIS

EducationCells SportsVisitation
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admini-
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Offices
 Assistant warden 
  Management services
  Finance
  Office services
  Supplies 
  Institutional services
  Material management
Garbage management
Laundry service
Delivery post
Delivery storage
Delivery administration
Lunchroom
Coffeeroom/pantry
Toilets

2x 10 unit
 12 cells
  10-14m2
  Bathroom
 1 common living
 1 kitchen
 1 deposit room

Small meeting room
Large familty meeting
Case documentation
Toilets

Cinemaroom
Chapel
Priest office
Library/reading room
Library deposit
Library office
Toilets

Counter U.S.
Counter Mexico
Entrance waiting room U.S.
Entrance waiting room Mexico
Exit waiting room U.S.
Exit waiting room Mexico
Lockers
Search room
Contraband deposit

125 U.S. parking 
125 Mexican parking 
U.S. pisoner drop off
Mexico prisoner drop off
U.S. delivery
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Tranquil environment
Natural environment
Freely accesible space

Basketball court
Gym 
Sports deposit
Dressing room
Showers
Lockers
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Classrooms
Production training rooms
Production rooms
Staff rooms
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Supermarket
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Offices
Warden
Deputy warden
 Security
 Health services
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 Psychology
 Unit management
Assistant warden correctional programs
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 Social development
 Racial & ethnic initiatives
 Industries
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Control room
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BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CPConceptual overview



EDUCATION

BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CP1:100 Floorplan fragment | Education and work



SPORTS

BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CP1:100 Floorplan fragment | Basketball court and gym



ENTRANCE

BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CP1:100 Floorplan fragment | Entrance



VISITATION

BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CP1:100 Floorplan fragment | Meeting rooms



LEISURE

BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CP1:100 Floorplan fragment | Leisure
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N

Rio Grande river & overflow channel

Rake filtration

Sedimentation & coagulation

Filtration & desinfection

Clean drinking water storage

BORDER PRISONERS | P5 | PAUL DE WILDE CPSustainability principles and materialization



44
50

30
0

13
00

30
0

13
00

30
0

26
00

13
98

29
0

22
00

30
0

39
0

25
00

300 400400

Guard only
safety corridor
prisoner transportation

Cell unit corridor

Emergency overflow canal

Private bathroom

Parking

Fresh air duct for
cells

Small sized
air handling units

Sewer, electrical
wiring and other
pipes/cables

Cell

Cast-in-place reinforced concrete1

Recessed concrete joint seam2

Wideslab precast concrete floor3

Rubber dilatation buffer and ventilation4

DHL-01

DHL-01

DVS-01

D
VS

-0
1

D
VS

-0
1

D
VS

-0
1

D
VL

-0
1

DVS-02

Prefab reinforced concrete

Cast-in-place reinforced concrete

Stabilized rammed earth (horizontal)

Local desert dirt
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Compacted soil

Rigid insulation panels

Rubber dilatation buffer
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Wideslab precast concrete floor1

Rubber dilatation buffer2

Cast-in-place reinforced concrete3

Motorized exterior shading4

Tilting steel window frames5

Tempered laminated glass6

Anodized aluminium window sills7

Hardstone threshold8

Prefab reinforced concrete slab9

Suspended ceiling system10

Flamco rail suspension system11

Cast-in-place reinforced lintel12

Native shallow root system vegetation13

Stabilized rammed earth wall14

Drainage layer15

Local desert dirt16

Drip groove5

Dilatation and vantilation6

Motorized exterior shading7

Aluminium cover strip8

Bitumen roofing system9

Plastered plasterboard10

Pine girders11

Insulation panels, ventilation and wiring12

Brown oxide colored plaster13

Tilting steel window frames14

Tempered laminated glass15

Anodized aluminium window sills16

Stabilized rammed earth wall17

Coated pine window sills18

Cast-in mounting frame19

Local desert dirt20

Drainage layer21

Rigid insulation panels22

Equalization layer23

Vinyl wood plank flooring24

Drainage cap25

Gooseneck odor trap26

Rio Grande canal duct27

Self-bailer storm drain28
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