
Tudor Cosma
P5

COMPLEX PROJECTS

NEW EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

03/07/2023



index

DEVELOPMENT6.

IMPLEMENTATION

CONCEPT4.

5.

DESIGN BRIEF3.

INTRODUCTION1.

RESEARCH2.

CHAMBER

CONCLUSION

7.

8.

2Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects



introduction

10

complex projectscomplex projects

POLITICS
introduction

3Bodies & Building Berlin 3



4

INFORMATION SOCIETY
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CONSEQUENCES OF MISINFORMATION
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With an increasing reliance on the immaterial world provided by the digital, the 

parliament as a building typology is in need of a re-evaluation.
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PROBLEM STATEMENT
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How can a parliament building actively engage with the 

public in an information society?

RESEARCH QUESTION
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PARLIAMENT OF THE PEOPLE
introduction
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EXPERIMENT

?

EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT

REALITY

HYPOTHESIS

Brussels, BE

Berlin, DE

Strasbourg, FR
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research

EXPERIMENT

Why should Germany host a new European Parliament 

building in Berlin?
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GATE TO THE WEST



3.344 BILLION 
EUROS

96 MEPS
82 MILLION

INHABITANTS
LARGEST 

NET CONTRIBUTOR

Germany is the 
largest economy in 

the EU

Germany has the 
most number of 
representatives 
in the European 

Parliament

Germany is the most 
populous country in 

the EU

In 2017, Germany 
paid 13 billion euros 
more to the EU than 
it received from it in 

funding.

source: https://www.deutschland.de/en/topic/politics/germanys-role-in-the-eu-ten-facts-and-figures
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FACTS & FIGURES
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EU LEADERSHIP

16

Due to Germany’s leadership in multiple European departments, it can be 

argued that it has become the de facto political leader of the EU.

research

Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects



research

17

THEN
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European ContextEuropean Contextresearch
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NOW
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BERLIN

BENELUX

research
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SPREADING OUT
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WHAT IS A PARLIAMENT?

Cambridge Dictionary:

parliament  (noun) /ˈpɑː.lɪ.mənt/
in some countries, the group of (usually) elected politicians or 
other people who make the laws for their country

parliament
space which houses the eponymous 
legislative body of government
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AUTHORITY
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DEMOCRACY
research
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TRANSPARENCY
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TOWER OF BABEL

INSPIRATION MATERIALIZATION



parler

(to talk)

parlement

(discussion)
PARLIAMENT

Old French

research
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ESSENCE



ESSENCE
research
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DEBATE CHAMBER
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DEBATE CHAMBER
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HEART OF THE BUILDING
research
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orthogonal composition

focus on massive volume

ornamental

dome

revivalist style

open plan

focus on light and space

minimalist design

iconic shapes

modernist style

free-form

focus on user experience

use of glass

experimental 

post-modernist style

research
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TIMELINE

1793 19581876 19621883 1982 1999 2005 20081904

AGRARIAN INDUSTRIAL INFORMATION



AGRARIAN SOCIETY INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY INFORMATION SOCIETY

?

POLITICS THROUGH TIME
research
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design brief
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PURPOSE

The European Parliament is part of the legislative process in the EU. 

Together with the EU Council, the EP holds the power to adopt and 

amend legislative proposals, as well as deciding the EU budget.



COMMISSION

COUNCILPARLIAMENT

PROPOSES LEGISLATION

ADOPT LEGISLATION

design brief
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EU LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE



COMMITTEE PLENARY 
SESSION TRILOGUE

draft EU legislation
votes on legislative and 

budgetary texts
meetings with EU 

Council and Comission 

PREPARES THE GROUND ADOPTS LEGISLATION NEGOTIATIONS

hold hearings on key issues

design brief
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THE WORK OF THE EP



design brief
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USERS



MEPs ADMINISTRATIONPRESS VISITORS

design brief
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USERS



PROGRAM BREAKDOWN

21%

5%

11%

8%

31%

24%

GFA = 60.000 m2

MEMBERS

14,500 m2

ASSEMBLY

18,500 m2

ADMINISTRATION

5,000 m2

SOCIAL

3,000 m2

VISITORS CENTRE

6,500 m2

FUNCTIONAL

12,500 m2

design brief
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN

21%

8.31%

3.24%

5%

4.32%

1.75%

11%

2.00%
1.66%
3.16%

8%
26.35%

31% 7.98%

4.66%

24%

34.75%

SPACESGFA = 60.000 m2

MEMBERS

14,500 m2

ASSEMBLY

18,500 m2

ADMINISTRATION

5,000 m2

SOCIAL

3,000 m2

VISITORS CENTRE

6,500 m2

FUNCTIONAL

12,500 m2

OFFICES 15,850 m2

CHAMBER 4,800 m2

OFFICES 20,900 m2

LIBRARY 100 m2

COMMITTEE 2,800 m2

MEDIA 250 m2

SUPPORT 250 m2

CATERING 2,600 m2

RECREATIONAL 1,050 m2

MUSEUM 1,200 m2

PUBLIC ARCHIVE 1,000 m2

LEISURE 1,900 m2

PARKING 5,000 m2

LOGISTICS 1,950 m2

MECHANICAL 500 m2

design brief
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PROGRAM BREAKDOWN

24.94%

0.83%

1.67%

2.49%

8.31%

1.66%

1.66%

33.25%

4.16%

2.00%

1.66%

31.82%

offices 20,000 m2

trilogue 500 m2

reception 100 m2

facilities 200 m2

president 50 m2

security 50 m2

library 100 m2

seating 2,500 m2

tribune 1,000 m2

protocol lunges 500 m2

interpretor booth 500 m2

foyer 250 m2

facilities 50 m2

small committees 600 m2

press work zone 100 m2

medium committees 1,200 m2

conference room 100 m2

big committee 1,000 m2

press entrance 50 m2

offices 15,000 m2

meeting rooms 500 m2

break-out 200 m2

facilities 250 m2

security 50 m2

reception 50 m2

archive 100 m2

server room 100 m2

medical office 50 m2

museum 600 m2

bar 500 m2

multipurpose room 500 m2

lounges 500 m2

prayer hall 50 m2

facilities 50 m2

restaurant 1,000 m2

cafeteria 1,000 m2

live broadcast room  500 m2

facilities 100 m2

public archive 1,000 m2

main lobby 750 m2

restaurant 1,000 m2

reception 100 m2

lounge 250 m2

facilities 200 m2

bar 250 m2

cafe 250 m2

security 100 m2

garden 500 m2

mechanical 500 m2

supplies 100 m2

janitors 100 m2

security 50 m2

waste disposal 50 m2

facilities 50 m2

office 50 m2

access 50 m2

parking 5,000 m2

safe rooms 1,500 m2

8.31%

3.24%

4.32%

1.75%
2.00%
1.66%
3.16%

26.35%

7.98%

4.66%

34.75%

SPACES

21%

5%

11%

8%

31%

24%

GFA = 60.000 m2

MEMBERS

14,500 m2

ASSEMBLY

18,500 m2

ADMINISTRATION

5,000 m2

SOCIAL

3,000 m2

VISITORS CENTRE

6,500 m2

FUNCTIONAL

12,500 m2

design brief
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PRIVACY

MEMBERS

SOCIAL

ASSEMBLY

VISITOR CENTRE

ADMINISTRATION

FUNCTIONAL

PUBLIC RESTRICTED PRIVATE

design brief
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CHAMBER

MEDIA

COMMITTEE

ASSEMBLY

OFFICES

LIBRARY

MEMBERS

OFFICES

SUPPORT

ADMINISTRATION

RECREATIONAL

CATERING

SOCIAL

full access

partial access

design brief
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USER EXPERIENCE

MEPs



CHAMBER

MEDIA

COMMITTEE

ASSEMBLY

RECREATIONAL

SOCIAL

full access

partial access
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PRESS

USER EXPERIENCE



MECHANICAL

LOGISTICS

PARKING

ADMINISTRATION FUNCTIONAL

RECREATIONAL

CATERING

SOCIAL

OFFICES

LIBRARY

MEMBERS

CHAMBER

MEDIA

COMMITTEE

ASSEMBLY

PUBLIC ARCHIVE MUSEUM

VISITORS

OFFICES

SUPPORT

full access

partial access
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SUPPORT

USER EXPERIENCE



MECHANICAL

LOGISTICS

PARKING

ADMINISTRATION

FUNCTIONAL

RECREATIONAL

CATERING

SOCIAL

OFFICES

LIBRARY

MEMBERS

CHAMBER

MEDIA

COMMITTEE

ASSEMBLY

PUBLIC ARCHIVE MUSEUM

VISITORS

OFFICES

SUPPORT

full access

partial access

design brief
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WORKERS

USER EXPERIENCE



CHAMBER

COMMITTEE

full access

partial access

ASSEMBLYVISITOR CENTRE

FOOD & DRINKS GARDEN

MUSEUM PUBLIC ARCHIVE

RECREATIONAL

SOCIAL

design brief

47Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects

VISITORS

USER EXPERIENCE



SPATIAL SCHEME

INTERFACE

MAIN LOBBY

reception
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office

waste disposal
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security
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PARKING
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ACCESS

CAR

ACCESS

MEPPRESS PROTOCOL ADMIN. WORKERSPUBLIC

reception

MAIN

ENTRANCE
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LOCATION

49

design brief
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VOLKSPARK PRENZLAUER BERG
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VOLKSPARK PRENZLAUER BERG

total area: 2.350 m2
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VOLKSPARK PRENZLAUER BERG

highest point: 91m
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VOLKSPARK PRENZLAUER BERG

artificial topography: built on rubble
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VOLKSPARK PRENZLAUER BERG

used as a recreational space: trail and playgrounds
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VOLKSPARK PRENZLAUER BERG

acts as a green lung for the city
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51 mins

28 mins

AIRPORT CONNECTION
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFLUX



brownfield allotments
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POTENTIAL EXPANSION



+36 m

+10 m

+17 m

+10 m

+12
 m

+27
 m

+34 m

+10 m

+20 m
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TOPOGRAPHY
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LANDSCAPE



design brief
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PUBLIC ACCESS



design brief
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PRIVATE ACCESS



0 50 150 250 500 m1 : 10,000

potential institution expansion

entrance promenade

trees

intervention perimeter

design brief
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URBAN VISION 2050



index

DEVELOPMENT6.

IMPLEMENTATION

CONCEPT4.

5.

DESIGN BRIEF3.

INTRODUCTION1.

RESEARCH2.

CHAMBER

CONCLUSION

7.

8.

64Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects



DRIVING IDEA

?

concept
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VISION INSPIRATION
conceptconcept
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DESIGN CHALLENGES

BIG MASS VILLA IN THE PARKTOPOGRAPHY

concept
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DESIGN AMBITIONS

TRANSPARENT PROCESS SITE CONTINUITYHORIZONTAL MONUMENTALITY

!

concept
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MASSING ITERATIONS
concept
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COMPOSITIONAL CLARITY

PHILIP EXETER LIBRARY
Louis Kahn, 1972

concept
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COMPOSITIONAL CLARITY

PHILIP EXETER LIBRARY
Louis Kahn, 1972
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COMPOSITIONAL CLARITY

PHILIP EXETER LIBRARY
Louis Kahn, 1972

concept
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COMPOSITIONAL CLARITY

?

concept
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DEBATE CHAMBER
concept
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60 x 60 SQUARE
concept
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15 x 15 GRID
concept
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15 x 15 GRID
concept
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7.5 x 7.5 GRID
concept
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PROGRAM
concept
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FOOTPRINT
concept
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MASSING
concept
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BUILDING FORM
concept
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SOLID + VOID
concept
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SPACES
concept
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PUBLIC + PRIVATE

PUBLIC + PRIVATE

PUBLIC PRIVATE

concept
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THE BUILDING
concept
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MAIN ELEMENTS
concept
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THE AGORA
concept
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THE STREET
concept
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THE WINDOW
concept
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THE ROOF
concept
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0 .5 1.24 2.5 3.75 5 km

FUTURE GROUP
implementation
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CITY CONTEXT
implementation
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0 .2 .5 1 1.5 2 km





SITE PLAN

0 50 125 250 375 500 m

implementation
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NEW EUROPEAN PARLAIMENT
implementation
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URBAN IMPLEMENTATION

0 25 62.5 125 187.5 250 m

implementation
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PRIVATE ACCESS

0 25 62.5 125 187.5 250 m

protocol

MEP

implementation
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MEP ENTRANCE
implementation
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PRIVATE ACCESS

logistics

administration

0 25 62.5 125 187.5 250 m

implementation
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PUBLIC ACCESS

0 25 62.5 125 187.5 250 m

visitors

visitors

visitors

implementation

103Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects



VISITORS ENTRANCE
implementation

104Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects



PROGRAM
implementation
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PROGRAM
implementation
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MEMBERS
implementation
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ASSEMBLY
implementation
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ADMINISTRATION
implementation
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SOCIAL
implementation
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VISITORS
implementation
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implementation
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LEVEL 0

A’A

C
’

C
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’
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implementation
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LEVEL 0
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CHAMBER

implementation
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SECTION BB’

0 5 10 15 25 50 m

35%

implementation
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HEART OF THE BUILDING

CHAMBER

implementation
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HEART OF THE BUILDING
implementation
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HEART OF THE BUILDING
implementation
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LEVEL +1
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implementation
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implementation
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LEVEL +1
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AGORAAGORA

VISITORS

MEP

implementation
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AGORA



SECTION AA’
implementation
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SECTION AA’

MEP

PRESS

VISITORS

implementation
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implementation

127Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects

0 10 25 50 75 100 m





STREET
implementation
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MATERIALITY
implementation
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SECTION CC’

35%

0 5 10 15 25 50 m

implementation
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LEVEL +3
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PATIO
implementation

135Bodies & Building Berlin
10

complex projectscomplex projects



FLOWS
implementation
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FLOWS
implementation
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FLOWS
implementation
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FLOWS
implementation
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STRUCTURAL PRINCIPLES

CLARITY ENDURANCE CIRCULARITY

development
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STRUCTURAL LAYOUT
development
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STRUCTURAL LAYOUT

TIMBER

CONCRETESTEEL

development
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STRUCTURAL LAYOUT
development
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CONCRETE
development
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CABLE NET STRUCTURE
development
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CONCRETE CHAMBERS
development
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STEEL TRUSSES
development
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STEEL TRUSSES
development
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MASS TIMBER
development
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CORES
development
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WATER COLLECTION
development
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SOLAR ENERGY
development
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HORIZONTALITY
development
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ELEVATION SOUTH

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

development
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ELEVATION EAST
development
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ELEVATION NORTH
development
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ELEVATION WEST

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
VISITORS CENTRE

development
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MATERIALITY
development
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FAÇADE COMPOSITION

+

+

+

development
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TIMBER FRAME

2500 mm 2500 mm2500 mm 2500 mm2500 mm 2500 mm 2500 mm 2500 mm
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