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1. Sketch Design
The sketch design started while the research report was in its final stage. The exact
starting point was the problem statement in which the negative reputation and/or
lack of recognition received by these typologies of housing was mentioned.

Potential obsolescence, changed demographics, and rapidly growing
demands for energy efficiency, as well as new living standards, all threaten these
buildings with demolition or modification before their historic or artistic values can
be recognised and protected.

The solution for these problems can be found in adaptable architecture.
Adaptable architecture is capable of accommodating the evolving demands of it’s
context, and therefore maximising its value through life. More concrete, Adaptable
Architecture allows changes in spatial, functional, and technological elements
without any major building disruptions.
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During my design process this developed into a guiding theme (figure 1) that
defines on the one hand, what continuity is and on the other hand what can be
changed.

1.1. Design Assignment

The design assignment involves the redesign of the three flats located on the north
bank of the Sloterplas, and reads as following:

Redesigning the three flats in Amsterdam Nieuw-West to be more adaptable,
considering the various defining attributes to create a further developed architecture
that uses change to achieve greater significance.

Design-question 1: How can the adaptability of post-war housing be improved, and
how does this affect its attributes?

Design-question 2: How can the current and future needs of society be addressed in
the redesign?
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1.2. Process
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2. Preliminary Design (P3)
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3. Preliminary Design + (P4)

Towards Adaptable Post-War Housing 23



4.
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5. Preliminary Design ++ (P5)
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