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While we need to protect and strengthen defense, why are we approaching it from the lens of massive new construction?



PROTECT AND PREVENT

Adaptive Reuse of Soviet-era Buildings for Protection in Lithuania



RESEARCH PHASE:

CIRCULARITY IN DEFENSE AND PROTECTION AGAINST HYBRID WARFARE
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DESIGN PHASE:

ADAPTIVE REUSE OF SOVIET-ERA BUILDINGS FOR DEFENSE IN LITHUANIA
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MACRO SCALE

DECENTRALIZED DEFENSE COUNTRY NETWORK
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MESO SCALE:

TYPOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATIONS

Redefining each typology into a defense-related function
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SCHOOLS
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KHRUSHCHEVKA
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MICRO SCALE:

COMPLEMENTARY APPROACH TO DEFENSE

Bottom-up versus top-down approach
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MICRO SCALE:

BOTTOM-UP APPROACH: EMERGENCY OCCUPATION
Inspired by squatting
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STEP 1-ESTABLISH A SLEEPING PLACE
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KHRUSHCHEVKA 464LI-Al6L

Most common residential typology in the USSR
Face decline in semi-urban areas due to migration

Central heating and the main grid, thus being vulnerable in blackouts or
attacks on infrastructure, especially noticeable during the last winter in
Ukraine
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MICRO SCALE:

TOP-DOWN APPROACH: PLANNED ADAPTIVE REUSE

Controlled and centralised
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DRUSKININKAI: MEDICAL FUNCTION
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Druskininkai is a well-known Lithuanian spa town located 10 km from the Belarusian border, close to Suwalki gap. It is known for its mineral springs year-round recreation, and multiple sanatoriums
in the Soviet times. Hence, Druskininkai is chosen for its potential for emergency medical aid to the people from both sides of the border.

33






35



|J>

6000

B|I

o
[ d— Y =
L
/ 0 O ul ] o
SWIMMING POOL BASIN
= A
J—
-2.200 -1.100
I
§ FOLDED CONCRETE CEILING ABOVE
U 0000 U
I 0 o il x A
i : A 70
i .
o
i o
-
— o
=1 o o
. .|
s I
o
o
o o Li
L FOLDED CONCRETE CEILING ABOVE o
o
o
p—
L. o
u 0 o k=] =] 1
U = =1 o
C ol |
6000 14500
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1

N

8500

37500

GROUND FLOOR PLAN EXISTING

36



IJ>

r
- {=]
g
@
(] [}
o A
-
s} o
4
T [s3
] G
— 0 o [
Sy |
I
I
‘,
P I
I
I
Lo |
I
I
I
[ Q“:.,I" LS
. ./ S = ) 8
o 2
5
o
” ﬁ% L L -
3 S—
:M/I\ - -w\ a \'/\
Y ,| \J GROUND FLOOR PLAN INTERVENTION
o ! i F A | [ EsTG
DEMOLISHED
i 000 i 14500 ) new
[
I
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 o s



I >

6000

B

ENTRANCE
TO STAFF WING

KITCHEN AREA LAUNDRY

TAILOR

TEACHING Room L[

e |
CHANGING 5
ROOM 1
CHANGING
ROOM 2 (]

o
o
[a]

o 8}

e I —=
(o)
F
LIVING AND DINING AREA
COMMUNAL RESTING SPACE \
(<]

Llos i IR

SIOTHERA

Vo
RESTING
ROOM b [;L.= 4 o LT
STAFF A
= ol
o [
% ; we
SECURITY
' o
= — LirooM
b o}
< ; INTENSIVE <
JADMINISTRATIO ity CAREUNITS | MORTU
S — v
; —_— .
N POST-
PHARMACY : PERATION
ROOM 4
o (
R Yl I8
E E CLEAN CORRIDOR i E- i
L/ L/ LAJ INPATIENTIWARD 36 BEDS
o
ragjoLocy | LABoRATORIES | SANTIZING OPERATION || OPERATION
ADMISSIQN ZONE 00M THEATRE 1 THEATRE 2
é q% DIRTY CORRIDOR
I 1 int it
- BATHROOM el
TRIAGE ZONE INPATIENTS
7 A
6000 14500
2103 4 6 T 8 9 10 11

8500

37500

@ ZONING GROUND FLOOR

|
I Y

. 1]

012 5 10 2

38



+9.500

| CI I I a0
L« L
+1.600 = o f
:ooooL ;ﬁé — i N fﬂ\, P ‘ |
(i il 1
1300 ¥ E’; D u
L]
A C D H L M
SECTION B-B 1:200 012 5 10 20

[ Jexstng [ ] NEW

39



SOLAR PANELS - ENERGY STORAGE
EAST SIDE
HIGH HYGIENE SPACES

WEST SIDE ]
A B T T B W CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT
+9.500
* ! HEMPCRETE INSULATION
REGULATING TEMPERATURE
| 23°C ? . 1
GREEN ROOF COOLING | I o o o o o o o Lo
+1.600 — il :
L 2 faic 1 I
+0.000 ! ‘ | = = | = |
. L] it 1]
-1.300 = SHADOW IN THE AFTERNOON
NATURAL COOLING FROM GREENERY
A clo H L M
012 5 10 20

CLIMATE DIAGRAM SUMMER AFTERNOON 1:200

[ ] existing NEW

40



A RETAINING EXISTING STRU
preserving existing masonry and concret
reducing enrivonmental impact
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CONCLUSION

When geopolitical instability meets the climate emergency, defense and sustainability are treated
as opposites. This project argues otherwise.

The need for protection should not equal hostility, and circularity offers a solution for care,
resilience, and preparedness.

In this project, | aimed to look directly at what scares me, incorporate the complexity and
establish my personal position, reminding that protection in conflict is always about people.
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Eight years after it started.
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Brainstorm, also known as Prata VEtra, is a Latvian rock band fronted by Renars Kaupers. In 2008 they

collaborated with Russian writer and playwright Evgeny Grishkovets and his band Bigudi on a cover of "Na zare” —

originally recorded by Soviet group Alyans in 1987. Adaptive reuse if you ask me. Grey - existing. Black - new.
g y o g } ¥ 19) S o’ g

Brainstorm (Prata Véira) & NpuwkoBely — «Ha 2ape» /“At the Dawn”, adaptation by Yulia

HeT-HeT, A yxxe 3Hak,
1 3HaKD, 4TO HOHOCTb 3aKOHHUNACH.
Tenepb 9 MOTY TONBKO BCTIOMUHATL.
1 2 NOMHI0, TOTAA, B KOHOCTH,
A yxwe JyBcTeoBaNa ceba CHacTNIUBOM.
HO MHe Ka3anoch, YTO BCE CNOMHO,
W ganblue MOoXeT ObITh TONBKO XyXe,
HO Tenepb-To A 3HaK, YTO 34ECh U CeYac — u

eCTb CHaCTbe.

A TOrga 9 HU4Yero He 3Hana.
Toraa Tak Becero xotenal
Kak e 4 »gana Torga 4ero-to!
M MHe Ka3anoch, 8 Chbily, HTO MeHs 30BYT. ..

Ha zape ronoca 20ByT MeHa!
Ha zape ronoca 30ByT MeHal

Adero axxgana Torga?
A xpgana cebe  yOMBWTENBHOM  cyablbl,
HEMOBTOPUMON XNIHM.
Kak A xoTena sce NoYyscTBOBATh,

Bce I'IOI'IDOﬁOBaTb M Kak MOXHO CKopee.

A ellle A Morna go yTpa
Cnafko gymaTb W ¢ TPENeTOM YyBCTBOBaTh,
YTO BOT-BOT, Y)KE 3TUM YTDOM,
Y3Ke CKOPO, Y3KE CKOPO...

Ha 2ape ronoca so0ByT MeHal
Ha 3ape ronoca 30ByT MeHa!

And there, in my youth,

When | would watch the morning mist above the
river,

Or was coming back home in a still dormant city

It always seemed to me

Or rather, | was so convinced
That they were calling just for me...
just forme...

At the dawn voices calling me...
At the dawn voices calling me...
At the dawn voices calling me...
At the dawn voices calling me...

And now, six years far from home,
This never-ending game of lost & found.
My stride is firmer, | am not alone;
And holding hands keeps me on solid ground.

This journey, which is full of hills and valleys
Will now continue on these flatter lands.
My gaze is open; this was just a premise.

A glimpse of journey that now still lies ahead.
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Thank you for coming and make sure you take a postcard!
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