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Argumentation of choice
of the studio

The *City of the Future’ graduation studio enables me to
experiment and address my personal fascination and
frustration - the contestation and separation of border
communities along the Algerian-Moroccan border. Its
multidisciplinary approach allows me to explore different
areas within the built environment, maintaining a holistic
perspective that integrates architecture, urban planning,
technology, and landscape architecture. Overall, it creates
the perfect conditions for pursuing the topic.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

Borderless Connections: A Traveling Market as an Agent
of Resilience and Change in Borderscapes

Goal

Location:

Oujda, Morocco.

The posed problem,

The general problem is the common
perception of borderscapes as closed,
marginalized, spaces, resulting in a lack
of understanding and investments in
borderscapes.

Problem statement (1)

First, the public, not the local (border)
communities, tend to understand the
borders as a line drawn on the map and
as fixed structures controlled by
governments, which limit our




understanding of the dynamics that
exist in reality. The authorities have
created this political imagination among
the public of separation and
disconnection.

However, the border communities,
people who live near the border,
perceive the space totally different.
They see the border as an opportunity
rather than an obstacle. An opportunity
of economic growth and exchange
through informal trade. According to a
Moroccan security expert, borders are
never truly closed, some people still try
to cross the border secretly to trade,
which creates opportunities for those
who are willing to take risks.

The project seeks to create a different
imagination and make the transborder
connections clear and something that is
known among the people in general and
not only by the locals.

Problem statement (2)

The government, on the other hand,
perceives borderscapes as marginalized
spaces, resulting in little development
directed towards these border
communities, which leads them in some
cases to seek opportunities elsewhere.*
In the interaction with the physical
world, these places often become
isolated.

The coastal cities at the west such as
Casablanca, Tangier, and Rabat-Salé,
make up Morocco’s economic centre and
were the primary focus of reconstruction
during the post-independence period.!®
Between the years 1956 and 2003, the
Moroccan government invested a lot in
these cities which led to the isolation of
the northeastern part of Morocco.
Several factors, such as dependence on
trade in Algeria and Southern Spain,




distance from the major cities, and a
poor infrastructural network, contributed
to disconnecting the northeastern region
from national development efforts until
the beginning of the 21st century.

According to a Moroccan government
agency that gathers statistics, the
economic centers were responsible for
creating 58% of the country’s wealth.
Meanwhile, the eastern borderlands,
including Oujda, only contributed with
5.1% of the country’s wealth. Also, in
the eastern borderlands, about 20% of
people couldn't find jobs. The future of
the northeastern region is still uncertain
and is seeking for a strategy to redefine
its borderlands.

research questions and

Main question:

What design strategies can be employed
to redefine Oujda’s borderscape as
spaces of connection and exchange
rather than division and separation to
support the needs of the border
communities?

Sub questions:

1. How are border conflicts
memorialized by the border communities
and how are they discussed/represented
in the media?

2. How has the historical context of
Oujda, shaped the current dynamic
nature of its borderscape?

3. What kind of everyday practices of
the border communities in Oujda,
challange our conventional
understanding of borders?

4. What if we rethink borders as part of
a larger landscape (borderscapes) rather
than just a single site (the line itself)?




5. What are the different charecteristics
of Oujda’s borderscape within the city
fabric?

6. What role can transient activities play
in shaping Oujda’s borderscape?

design assignment in which these result. This thesis aims to contest the political
imagination of the border as a fixed
structure by examining the case of
Oujda (Morocco), a city near the border
with Algeria.

Process

Method description
This research is a form of situated knowledge that combines historical and archival

research with a set of interviews with multiple locals of Oujda. These interviews are
seen to add a personal dimension to the historical information that shaped the
current dynamic nature of Oujda’s borderscape. The research builds further on the
theories of Martina Low ‘Borders that relate’, Henri Lefebvre ‘The production of
Space’ and Richard Sennet ‘borders and boundaries’,

For the benefit of this research, the following analysis are conducted:

1. Historical research - Analysing conflicts, activities, and moments that shaped the
current dynamic nature of Oujda’s borderscape. Interviews, photography and
postcards are used as research tools to draw site-specific stories.

2. Visual sociology - Analysing visual data to explore how borderscapes are
represented in the media, and understanding how these representations shape public
perceptions of borders.

3. Discourse analysis - studying and interpreting the understanding of borderscapes.
This includes critical analysis of the conceived, perceived and lived space of
borderscapes through mapping, interviews, and literature and examining the
historical significance of objects, and materials in understanding the past.
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

City of the Future is a multidisciplinary graduation studio focusing on matters like

accessibility and social inclusiveness, which my graduation project addresses. The
studio has enabled me to experiment and tackle my personal fascination and
frustration - the contestation and separation of border communities along the
Algerian-Moroccan border. This topic’s multidisciplinary nature requires a studio that
explores various areas within the built environment, maintaining a holistic perspective
that integrates architecture, urban planning, technology, and landscape architecture.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework.

Although the project focusses on Oujda as the context, the findings and

recommendations from my thesis can be applied to other geographical locations,

particularly those with similar border issues or urban challenges.




