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“A true friendship that never ends”
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Elderly are missing social interaction within the living environment, 
which makes them inactive and isolated from the society.
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Problemstatement

Elderly are missing social interaction within the living environment, which makes them 
inactive and isolated from the society.

How can architecture encourage and facilitate the social interaction between young & 
old in the living environment?
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Goal
How can architecture encourage and facilitate the social interaction 

between young & old in the living environment?
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The elderly can grow old in a living environment that not only feels

familiar but also has a lively atmosphere. Elderly do not need to be clustered in 
residential areas and isolated from society because of their age, but can continue to live 

in a neighborhood with people of different ages as they have before.
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How to improve social contact
Conclusions 
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Intergenerational living 
Conclusions

Avoid Ageism Facilities for all

Support Elderly Social network
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Shared spaces 

Shared garden DELVA | Utrecht

Shared garden CPO Oosterburen | 
‘s-Hertogenbosch

Shared roof terrace Little C | Rotterdam

Intergenerational gardens | The Hague
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Shared spaces 
Experimental flats Overvecht | Utrecht 1971

THEN

Verscholen in Overvecht-Noord staat een aantal ‘experimentele’ 
flats waarin de bewoners lief en leed met elkaar delen. In een grote, 
gedeelde centrale hal drinken ze samen koffie of een borreltje. 
„Ik wil hier niet meer weg’’, zegt Gerrit Pars (81), die vanaf het eerste 
uur in één van deze flats aan de São Paulodreef in Utrecht woont.
         -P. Vusse  (2021)

NOW
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Shared spaces 

Family Home | Turkiye
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The Unit 
Assemblies

Shared Space

Gallery

Appartment 2

Appartment 1 Appartment 3
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Appartment 1 Appartment 3
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Mix and Match
Policy
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Mix and Match

20

Mix & Match: Assemblies of different target groups
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Location

Tanthof, Delft
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1:500

62%

Location 

Tanthof, Delft

* out of 42 people that 
joined the survey

Greenery Diverse age group Satisfaction
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Needs

Private                Public

Diversity

Walkability

Seating

Facilities

Place for interaction

Speed

Face to face

Face the active

View of movement

Soft borders

Interaction 
along the way

3A’s

Private                Public

Diversity

Walkability

Seating

Facilities

Place for interaction

Speed

Face to face

Face the active

View of movement

Soft borders

Interaction 
along the way

3A’s

Avoid Ageism Facilities for all

Support Elderly Social network

Missing public 
functions 

Active 
&

Passive

A safe place to 
age



19

Concept 
 Places for interaction

min. 6m

min. 3m

min. 6m

min. 3m

Conclusions Social Interaction

Social interaction (Extend) Public street 

Central space in living 
environment ( Macro)

Macro = building complex Meso = building 

Communal places and public 
functions in building (Meso)

Accessibility

more connected to site 
and allows interactioon 

along the way 

View of movement

Being able to see others

Places for interaction along 
the way (spontaneous)

Place(s) for interaction 
(planned encounters)

min. 6m

min. 3m

min. 6m

min. 3m

Conclusions Social Interaction

Social interaction (Extend) Public street 

Central space in living 
environment ( Macro)

Macro = building complex Meso = building 

Communal places and public 
functions in building (Meso)

Accessibility

more connected to site 
and allows interactioon 

along the way 

View of movement

Being able to see others

Places for interaction along 
the way (spontaneous)

Place(s) for interaction 
(planned encounters)



20

Concept 
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Concept 
Mixing old & young

Mixing Old & Young 

• “Social contacts are enhanced in a community when residents have opportunities for contact, live in 
close proximity to others and have appropriate space for interaction” (Williams, 2005, p. 197).

• Preferences of resident, Site survey Tanthof (2020)

• This group of elderly, consisting out of elderly who are more likely to socialize within the community, 
also like to have contact with younger people, but unfortunately they do not have much contact with 
them. (Research fieldwork)
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JOY 

An ensemble in Tanthof, Delft



24

Masterplan 
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North side 

‘Formal side’
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Structure

3D
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Structure
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Library

N   1:100

Groundfloor 

1:100 (original)
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Library 

Entrance hall
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Library 

Main floor
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Library 

Main floor
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Library 

Bridge first floor
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Gallery 
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Gallery
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Detail V.05
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Shared space 
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Details 
Horizontal
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Shared space 
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Details 1:20
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N   1:100

Third floor 
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Technical Room
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South side 

‘Organic side’
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Communal garden
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Interior garden 
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JOY 

3D | Southeast side
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View on both sides 
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Detail 1
1:5    
Roof
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Climate scheme
Solar energy
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Climate scheme
Rainwater
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Climate scheme
Heating & Cooling
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JOY 

3D | Southwest side
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Thank you for your attention !

Designing for Care | P5 Presentation
Ruveyda Koçak | 4436814
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Hexagons
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Public routes 
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Avoid Ageism Facilities for all

Support Elderly Social network

24h- Care Appartments 
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Masterplan 

Activity square 1:50 (original)
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N   1:500
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Masterplan 

Entrance East 1:50 (original)
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Front door
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Roof plan

N   1:100
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Facades
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North facade

South  facade
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East facade

West  facade
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1:200
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Details
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Detail V.02
 1:5 TERRACE

DECK    30
CAVITY WITH BATTENS 100 
AND TILE SUPPORTERS  
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Details
Ground floor

GROUND FLOOR
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FLOORSCREED WITH
FLOOR HEATING   80
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INSULATIONS  30 
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