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I come from a country where everyone comes from a village. I come from a village that’s
cradled by a mountain range, a mountain range so protective that clouds can’t find their
way out - not even to douse the desert. You’d think that water would be abundant - and
surely it would be - but I'm afraid our greed has slowly depleted the aquifers - who would
have thought that having two flanks would be a mountain’s burden.

I come from the western flank of the mountain, from “The Cedars of Lebanon” - or “the
Cedars of God” to prevent any confusion. The “Cedars” sits on the Casa [qada] of Bechar-
reh, one of the 7 Casas of the North Governorate [Muhafazat A$ Samal], but it’s also adja-
cent to the Baalbek-Hermel Governorate [Muhafazat Ba’labakk Al Hermel]. A somewhat

differences and that produces, in turn, said differences. For the purpose of this resea

I intend to dwell on three conflictual episodes I found interest in, episodes indicative of a

long exposure to the atmosphere, three weathering acts rooted in deep time but non-lin-
ear nonetheless:

The first recorded pillaging episode of the cedar tree forest 4700 years ago, the persecu-
tion of the Maronite monks in Wadi Qadisha by Mamluk sultans 755 years ago, and the
ongoing conflicts around water ownership between villagers from Becharreh and Den-
niyeh.

In understanding the climate of the Cedars, it became evident that existing forms of ter-
ritorial appropriation - namely traditional property beliefs or land divisions - were dis-
cordant with existing patterns of inhabiting and could eventually be challenged.

Land division seems incongruous to a land where intermittent streams surge on private
properties, carrying sediments, rocks and microorganisms, only to disappear in the early
summer days, where the guerilla planting of trees is the most effective reforestation tool;
a land where goats and shepherds roam freely, razing our backyard bushes and fertil-
izing the soils along the way, such a land cannot be strictly bound. Ironically, even the
very tools that draft the borders of properties struggle to represent the accuracy of the
limits. Cadastral maps issued by the municipality? are the perfect representation of such
a process, a transition from a land bounded by a tree and a stream, to

1 as mentioned by Antoine Harb in Lebanon — A Name through 4000 Years Entity and Identity, the dis-
tinct geography of the country attracted minorities that were persecuted in neighboring countries - namely
Druze, Shi'a Muslims, Orthodox Christians among others - lending them refuge between the mountain range
and the sea, a nook that remains hard to storm, shielding Becharreh but exposing Denniyeh

2 Refer to pp. 20 - 21
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, and from that piece of paper to a computer-aided drawing of a
polyline, moving the coordinates slightly along the process. This shift exemplifies the
territorial aggressions® aforementioned and the incongruent nature of the land division,
a transition that both strengthens and is strengthened by an ideology centered on private
property, a mode of desiring® that takes precedence over community and solidarity. In
Simondon’s words, “[N]orms and values do not exist prior to the system of being in which
they appear; they are becoming, instead of appearing in becoming without being part of
becoming”, these values and their becomings is where I would like to situate this explo-
ration. In the production of the territory, borderings are weathered and borderings are
weathering; could new borderings then provoke desiring otherwise?

3 The use of the word aggression is borrowed from Bogue’s Deleuze: On Music, Painting and the Arts
where he highlights the aggression/territory duality but contests wether aggression has primacy in the con-
struction of a territory

4 My understanding of desire production aligns with Smith’s reading of Deleuze: “Social produc-
tion represents, at a molar level, what is produced, by desiring production, at a molecular level. As a result,
desiring production comes to be crushed by the requirements of representation, and comes to desire its own
repression.” in Essays on Deleuze, p. 163

5 Simondon, Individuation, p. 377
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The research I present is nonlinear, its outcome cannot be appreciated as a sensible
thread that ties every argument to an enlightening conclusion, it is arguably closer to
a thinking-with process, discordant at times, troubling at others, but metastable in its
assembly. The research I conducted, in reading and in doing, materializes in a nebular
structure that allows for sensible intuition, a fertile ground for informed and responsible
decisions, a structure I found to be appropriate assuming the very nature of the site and
the weathering it exists in.

In understanding the production of this specific territory, one must grow aware of the
actors involved and their influence on each other’s milieu formations; the weathering
of which is indicative of a Territory and Ritornello continuum. Only by means of repe-
tition and difference can a territory be produced’, rhythmical difference would spur an
occurrence into another milieu as it traverses an intensive threshold? in other words the
difference becomes expressive. This becoming expressive is the transduction of flows
and information to tangible characteristics, it is the operation that codes the flow and
therefore renders it visible, a “locking in” of intensities afforded by a possibility space
bound by a set of constraints®. In that sense, the realizability of a possibility is not strictly
determined but biased* by constraints that take conditions away from randomness?®, in
other words “constraints allow for a difference to repeat itself’®.The three weathering
acts - the pillaging, the persecution, and the water dispute - are ritornellos in the molar
fabrication of the “Cedars of Lebanon”, but they are also territories in and of themselves,
and the expressions of the repetitions will be crucial for my comprehension of the con-
struction of the mountains. The numerous events superimposed on this remote land are
interdependent as their respective flows of energy and matter are interwoven, but they
don’t fuse into a monolithic entity they come together in a “covarying pattern of coordi-
nation dynamic™, a pattern that connects back to musical scores as the ritornello binds
the composition without altering the complexity of the piece.

Together these formations construct a framework for territorial understanding beyond
Euclidean systems of reference?®, but rather as a metastable set of coordinates, a rhizom-
atic landscape that hosts but that cannot be formally appropriated. Guattari talks about
ecosophy, a philosophy encompassing the social, mental and environmental ecologies, as

Kleinherenbrink, Territory and Ritornello, p.214 (from his reading of A Thousand Plateaus)
Kodalak, Affective Aesthetics beneath Art and Architecture. p.408

Juarrero, Context Changes Everything, p.70

Ibid, p.55

Ibid, p.56

Ibid, p.168

Tbid, p.57

Delanda, Nonorganic Life, p.129
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both a unifying and a granular approach®. He reframes the aforementioned theories, on
bordering, on intensive thinking, and on territorial production as follows: “While the log-
ic of discursive sets endeavors to completely delimit its objects, the logic of intensities, or
eco-logic, is concerned only with the movement and intensity of evolutive processes”°.

Guattari’s logic of intensities can extend to a logic of constraints, as context-dependency
“make[s] the probability of one event conditional upon another™. In the context of the
Cedars of Becharreh, this approach cannot be dissociated from the weather. My use of
the word is neither analogy, nor metaphor, weathering represents a specific approach
to comprehending the interconnectedness of bodies, locations, and weather within our
changing climate. It delineates the intricate relationships between socially, culturally,
politically, and materially diverse bodies concerning the material essence of a place
across extensive layers of historical, geological, and climatological timescales. In the con-
versation around constraints, context dependency means interdependency, on energy,
on matter and on information, the flow of which constructs the weather. In Neimanis and
Hamilton’s words “to weather means to pay attention to how bodies and places respond
to weather-worlds which they are also making™
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g Guattari, The Three Ecologies, p.42

10 Ibid, p.44

11 Juarrero, Context Changes Everything, p. 72
12 Neimanis and Hamilton, Weathering. p.81



What affordances can be actualized
by conceptualizing territorial
production as acts of weathering?
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Can context-dependent constraints prompt a novel interpretation of appropriation through which
architecture can operate? How can we foster practices of granularity, and in that situated knowledge, can
architecturesubvertownership? Whencanweaffordtomakekinwiththeterritoryanditsnon-humanactors?
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Document:
Satellite Images 569-570 Dating from 1956

Procurement:

Army imagery, property of the Department of Geographic Matters, can
only be acquired by submitting proof of land ownership within the con-
fines of the image, the processing of the request took three weeks.

Document:
Cadastral Map of the Casa of Becharreh Dating from 1964

Procurement:

These maps were kindly shared by the previous secretary of the mayor of
Becharreh, Mr. A. K. has collaborated with my father on infrastructural
works in the Casa of Becharreh.

Document:
Cadastral Cad Drawing of the Casa of Becharreh Dating from 2015

Procurement:

These maps were kindly shared by the previous secretary of the mayor of
Becharreh, Mr. A. K. has collaborated with my father on infrastructural
works in the Casa of Becharreh.

Document:
Low Relief Orthostate Depicting a Naval Expedition Dating from -720

Procurement:

The orthostate is part of the Louvres’s permanent collection, in room 229
of the Department of Oriental Antiquities. Although the low relief was
found in former Mesopotamia, I will need to pay sixteen euros to see it.
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Appendix 01

== Document:
Probative Evidence for the Becharreh/Denniyeh Trial
Denniyeh Procurement:
e The complete folder was kindly shared by the previous secretary of the
mayor of Becharreh, Mr. A. K. The documents were available on-line in
July but there’s no longer traces of them on national media websites.
Document: s
Maps from 2015 with the Demarcations from Various Sources L. o
Procurement: laule (iusdl bils

Army maps, property of the Department of Geographic Matters, can only 6- L. sl sga>p
be acquired by submitting proof of citizenship, the request was submit-

ted four months ago and it’s still being processed, a small area is visible

here as it was shared in the evidence folder.

Document:
Eyewitness Testimonies from the “Elders” in Becharreh .

Procurement: Il ol
These testimonies were gathered in 1999 as previous conflictual episodes | o pgf
surged, the “elders” claim to have come to an agreement with dwellers

from the neighboring village.

Document:
Map of Mount Lebanon Mutasarrifate Dating from 1889

Procurement: Map of

I first saw this map when I visited the Department of Geographic Matters, Moutssarifiah.jpg
my contact in the army told me he could share the scans of the maps

with me as long as they don’t get published, so I'm hoping this research

doesn’t get too interesting.
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The following are fragments of conversations I had in the past months, some accidental
some provoked. I carried these conversations with me as the research unfolded, and I
think including them is worthwhile.

Conversation Piece 01: Obama
Former archeologist, currently employed as a property caretaker (or con-
cierge), nicknamed Obama as he loosely looks like US ex-president.

(While | try to take pictures of my models)
Obama (originally Salah): What are you doing again with this sand?

Me: I'm trying to see how the different states of water would act with the soil, I'm trying
to produce my own knowledge rather than take biology and geology for granted. I was
watching this video of a person forecasting snow as they saw a few trees moving with
strong winds, I would love to have these powers so I guess that’'s how I'm going about it.

Obama: Grow up, these youtubers would do anything these days and you'd believe them.

Me: I know this is not a good example to explain the knowledges I'm interested in, but it
was just a way to illustrate some types of reading the signs of the earth. You know what I
mean?

Obama: Actually, there was an elder in my home village in Syria, near Palmyra, who
would advise people on the ideal location to dig a well. He never went to school, he didn’t
know how to read or write, but when he decided on a location I kid you not water would
flow without ever stopping. Once he even unearthed the ruins of a roman well, it was bur-
ied under layers of rubble and he thought it would be a good place to dig!

Me: What? That’s insane! See that’s exactly my point, it’s wild to me that the roman well
and the elders’ are superimposed, it makes perfect sense! But how? How did this man
know?

Obama: I don’t know, I'm telling you he couldn’t even write his own name.

Appendix 02

Conversation Piece 02: Johnny
Johnny is trained as an architect but never practiced. Like most villagers,
he keeps a keen eye on the real estate land market.

(As we’re stuck in Beirut’s endless traffic)
Johnny: So can you explain again what project you're doing? What are you building?

Me: I'm really not sure what I'll build, 'm trying to figure it out as the research moves
forward.

Johnny: And the research is about sustainable construction in the mountains right?
Remind me again what it was about.

Me:: I'm trying to understand our relationship to the territory and its resources, I call
it “weathering”, I know it’s silly but I don’t want it to be called “sustainability” I think it
puts it in a category I'm not sure it belongs in. With “weathering” I look into how we af-
fect a place and how it affects us, but it can also extend to things that are not necessarily
climate-related. So for example the way land changes after a road is built or how as Leba-
nese we still speak French, you know that type of process of exposure to the atmosphere.

Johnny: I see, so for example the fact that after generations of farmers lands get inher-
ited by dozens of descendents and it needs to be divided into smaller parts? Would that
be “weathering”?

Me: Exactly! So what I was hoping to achieve is to turn these fallow lands into agricul-
ture, to weather them gently and to take ownership of the lands and of the process of
renaturation.

Johnny: Oh so it’s not an architecture project, it’s a project that's very speculative.

Me: No why? Don’t you think you’d rather receive a basket of vegetables every now and
then for a land you own 1% of and don’t know how to deal with?

Johnny: Sure, but you know you'll get in trouble for that.

Me: We always talk about this, no? The troubled and uncomfortable phase before a tran-
sition happens, don’t cringe please but I think this might be one of these transitions.
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Conversation Piece 03: Rafic
Rafic migrates from the mountains to the plains seasonally, in the sum-
mer he looks over my grandparent’s lands in the summer.

(As | relentlessly try to get words out of his mouth)

Me: Hi Rafic! How are you feeling today? I'm sorry I don’t mean to bother but can I ask
you some questions about farming?

Rafic: *Nods*

Me: I'll be really quick! 'm working on this project for university and I wanted to ask you
about agricultural cycles. Is there a specific logic to the yearly planting? I notice that the
field changes every year, what guides this change?

Rafic: First hummus, then we remove it. Then vegetables, then wheat, then rest. In turn.
Me: Do you know why? This sounds super interesting!

Rafic: Experience, experience.

Me: Tell me more about your experiences with the soil, we need to learn from you it’s a
shame that we don’t know much about agriculture practices.

Rafic: Here they plant potatoes, cauliflower, tomatoes, cabbage, corn, things that can
resist the cold, the cold. That’s it.

Me: Nice! Does that mean that you need to plant potatoes, for example every year or do
you plant it once and it lasts longer?

Rafic: Once every other year.

Me: Is it the same for all the other fields or is it just potatoes?
Rafic: AlL

Me: And how do you irrigate?

Rafic: Carve lines.

Fig 19. Harvesting cabbage with Rafic as he kindly sha
gathered caring for the land

Appendix 03
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