
The Standard Resort

Contribution to Fashion House Valencia

Jesse Verdoes (NL) The resort—an escape from daily life for people of 
the Red Thread—serves as a testing ground for the 
recalibration of clothing norms and body standards	
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The resort is situated at the Northern 
end of Valencia’s often overlooked 
seaside

The Standard Resort is the testing 
ground for Fashion House Valencia. 
A ferry takes the guests from Fashion 
House, which is easily accesible by 
public transport, for a tour along the 
beach ending at the pier of the resort
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The site is characterized by beach 
resorts and holiday apartments that 
follow the same spatial organisation. 
Facing the beach, the guest rooms 
frame the pool area. The Standard Re-
sort follows the same principle of fram-
ing, but instead of the pool, it encloses 
a garden and the ballroom

The old wine storage and production 
facility, designed by Luis Gay and Juan 
Antonio Hoyos in 1969, was once the 
pride of the wine exporters in Valencia. 
All collectively invested 54 million pe-
setas (roughly 300.000 euros), an unu-
sually large investment for an industrial 
project at the time. Today the facility is 
in a severely delipidated state

After stepping on the boat at Fashion 
House Valencia, guests arrive at the 
pier that extends into and elevated 
pathway leading to the resort. Through 
a series of transition spaces, the guest 
is able to disconnect from the outside 
world and fully immerse themselves in 
the resort experience

Visitors from the Red Thread that travel 
by train, may catch a glimpse of the 
illustrious ballroom surrounded by the 
stadium-like structure as they pass by 
before entering the city
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The room corridors in the resort are 
located on the outside of the structure, 
providing guests with views of the 
world outside of the resort

Visitors from the Red Thread that travel 
by train, may catch a glimpse of the 
illustrious ballroom surrounded by the 
stadium-like structure as they pass by 
before entering the city

The high speed rail network that con-
nects Valencia with the Northern part 
of the Red Thread
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The pool area is enclosed by a stepped 
viewing platform, activating the per-
formative aspect of pool activities

The elevated platform takes the guest 
rough a serie of transition spaces, 
through which the guest is able to 
disconnect from daily society and 
fully immerse themselves in the resort 
experience

Before entering the concrete dome, 
guests pass the gallery. The gallery 
introduces the resort environment 
by showing a continuously updated 
collection of the latest developments in 
clothing and body norms

In the second step of the entry se-
quence, guests undergo an initiation 
ritual in the intimate concrete dome. 
Guided by the staff, they perform a 
collective bathing ritual and get accus-
tomed to the other guests

The elevated walkway leads guests to 
the beach. It contains several seating 
areas to look out over the activities that 
happen below, for example in the pool 
area The entry sequence in the resort 

begins with separation. In the chang-
ing room, guests are asked to sign a 
code of conduct, leave their personal 
belongings, and change into a basic 
resort uniform. This uniform acts as a 
white canvas that can be modified dur-
ing the stay to reflect the individual’s 
own personal style

After leaving the changing rooms, 
guests are directed towards the next 
stage by a series of windows that looks 
out over the elevated pathway

After having fulfilled the initiation ritual, 
the guest leaves the concrete dome 
and is guided towards the resort by a 
visual axis pointing at the ballroom
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The beach pavillion and the pier frame 
a piece of beach that is reserved for 
the guests. From the pavilion, guests 
can look at the newly arriving guests 
that get off the boat at the pier
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After stepping on the boat at Fashion 
House Valencia, guests arrive at the 
pier that extends into and elevated 
pathway leading to the resort
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The Standard Resort grants a the 
“Shameless” certification to designers 
that have fulfilled a three-month resi-
dency at the resort, in which they —in 
close contact to the consumer— are 
empowered to rethink fashion and 
body norms and design accordingly. 
The atelier is strategically at the con-
nection of the walkway to the resort in 
order to maximize interaction between 
the designer and the guests The elevated walkway connects the 

resort to the beach

The ambulatory is a corridor that 
circles around the garden and allows 
acces to the different facilities such 
as restaurants, massage rooms, and 
hairdressers. The design of the ambu-
latory creates a strong visual connec-
tion between the interior space and 
the exterior, encouraging guests to see 
and be seen

The garden acts as a buffer zone 
between the resort and the ballroom, 
creating a transition between the two 
spaces. It is planted with “Bottle trees” 
that store water and provide shading 
during the day

The ballroom is located in a former 
wine storage and production facility 
and is closed during the day. Its steel 
structure is wrapped by a distinctive 
curved facade that is made from red 
brick

The layout of the resort is designed to 
direct guests towards the ballroom, 
which is a focal point of the resort. The 
resort is built using a standardized and 
repetitive structure made from locally 
sourced laminated bamboo walls and 
floors
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The clinic is a facility within the resort 
where guests can have their bodies 
measured, undergo non-invasive 
procedures and try out different shape-
wear

Upon exiting the resort, guests are 
reunited with their personal belongings 
in the changing rooms. This process 
marks the end of the resort experience 
and allows guests to transition back to 
their everyday lives
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An illuminated pathway crossed the 
dark garden and connects the resort 
to the ballroom. The pathway is de-
signed to be exposed, which means 
that guests waiting in line to enter the 
ballroom will be visible from the guest 
rooms. This allows guests to see the 
excitement and anticipation of others, 
creating a sense of connection and 
shared experience

The ballroom is designed to be dis-
tinct from the surrounding facilities, 
blurs clothing conventions and allows 
guests to challenge traditional fashion 
norms. It creates a sense of “construct-
ed disorder” by using decontextualized 
and rearranged elements from outside 
facilities. This unique atmosphere al-
lows for exploration of new and inno-
vative ways of expressing oneself

The storage tanks from the former 
wine production facility are repurposed 
and used for different functions such 
as toilets or private rooms. In some 
cases, they are modified to accommo-
date dance floors or catwalk-like path-
ways



Ground floor (at night)
1:450

0 5 10 15 m

Illuminated pathway
Ballroom
Garden
Illuminated ambulatory
Circulation core

Adapted wine storage tanks

Circulation core and jacuzzi
Sand

Tribune

Dance area

Private space

Toilets

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

1

2

34

5

A

8

10

7

6

9

11

12



The Standard Resort—Jesse Verdoes (NL)

16

10

The room corridors in the resort are 
located on the outside of the structure, 
providing guests with views of the 
world outside of the resort

In contrast to the corridor, which is 
directed outwards, the rooms them-
selves are directed inwards. The rows 
of balconies can be compared to stadi-
um seats that look at the performative 
space of the resort

Elevated platforms reach above the 
tree canopies. These highly exposed 
vantage points can be used by people 
to sunbathe and be in the limelight
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The ballroom is connected to the re-
sort’s clothing system through a pipe-
line. The connection point in the ball-
room includes a changing area where 
guests can change their clothes if they 
choose to
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The ballroom is connected to the re-
sort’s clothing system through a pipe-
line. The connection point in the ball-
room includes a changing area where 
guests can change their clothes if they 
choose to

The room corridors in the resort are 
located on the outside of the structure, 
providing guests with views of the 
world outside of the resort

In contrast to the corridor, which is 
directed outwards, the rooms them-
selves are directed inwards. The rows 
of balconies can be compared to stadi-
um seats that look at the performative 
space of the resort

The clothing system covers the full first 
floor of the resort. With this automated 
system, guests can request clothing 
pieces or send them away for repair 
or alteration. The spectacle of clothing 
moving around in the glass shafts is 
visible from the corridors

Elevated platforms reach above the 
tree canopies. These highly exposed 
vantage points can be used by people 
to sunbathe and be in the limelight

The ballroom is designed to be dis-
tinct from the surrounding facilities, 
blurs clothing conventions and allows 
guests to challenge traditional fashion 
norms. It creates a sense of “construct-
ed disorder” by using decontextualized 
and rearranged elements from outside 
facilities. This unique atmosphere al-
lows for exploration of new and inno-
vative ways of expressing oneself

The storage tanks from the former 
wine production facility are repurposed 
and used for different functions such 
as toilets or private rooms. In some 
cases, they are modified to accommo-
date dance floors or catwalk-like path-
ways

In 2040, water is a valuable scarcity in 
Spain. The interior space of the resort 
acts as a big bowl for catching water 
that is transported and stored in tanks.

The ambulatory is a corridor that 
circles around the garden and allows 
acces to the different facilities such 
as restaurants, massage rooms, and 
hairdressers. The design of the ambu-
latory creates a strong visual connec-
tion between the interior space and 
the exterior, encouraging guests to see 
and be seen

Facilities along the ambulatory, like the 
restaurants a designed with conven-
tional and familiar detailing, describing 
known appropriate clothing and body 
norms

The garden acts as a buffer zone 
between the resort and the ballroom, 
creating a transition between the two 
spaces. It is planted with “Bottle trees” 
that store water and provide shading 
during the day. The tree tops from a 
canopy over the garden, covering the 
people in the garden for the view of 
the balconies
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The pool area is enclosed by a stepped 
viewing platform, activating the per-
formative aspect of pool activities

Before entering the concrete dome, 
guests pass the gallery. The gallery 
introduces the resort environment 
by showing a continuously updated 
collection of the latest developments in 
clothing and body norms

In the second step of the entry se-
quence, guests undergo an initiation 
ritual in the intimate concrete dome. 
Guided by the staff, they perform a 
collective bathing ritual and get accus-
tomed to the other guests

The elevated walkway leads guests to 
the beach. It contains several seating 
areas to look out over the activities that 
happen below, for example in the pool 
area

After having fulfilled the initiation ritual, 
the guest leaves the concrete dome 
and is guided towards the resort by a 
visual axis pointing at the ballroom

The ambulatory is a corridor that 
circles around the garden and allows 
acces to the different facilities such as 
restaurants, massage rooms, and the 
gym. The design of the ambulatory 
creates a strong visual connection be-
tween the interior space and the exte-
rior, encouraging guests to see and be 
seen
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The elevated platform takes the guest 
rough a serie of transition spaces, 
through which the guest is able to 
disconnect from daily society and 
fully immerse themselves in the resort 
experience

After leaving the changing rooms, 
guests are directed towards the next 
stage by a series of windows that looks 
out over the elevated pathway

The entry sequence in the resort 
begins with separation. In the chang-
ing room, guests are asked to sign a 
code of conduct, leave their personal 
belongings, and change into a basic 
resort uniform. This uniform acts as a 
white canvas that can be modified dur-
ing the stay to reflect the individual’s 
own personal style
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After stepping on the boat at Fashion 
House Valencia, guests arrive at the 
pier that extends into and elevated 
pathway leading to the resort
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The layout of the resort is designed to 
direct guests towards the ballroom, 
which is a focal point of the resort. The 
resort is built using a standardized and 
repetitive structure made from locally 
sourced laminated bamboo walls and 
floors

Balconies stick out and provide sun-
shading for the story below

The smart mirror shows body informa-
tion like your weight and can be used 
to preview outfits before requesting 
them from the clothing system

A built-in electronic panel can be used 
by guests to browse through clothing 
options and get information on the 
schedule and dresscodes

The clothing system covers the full first 
floor of the resort. With this automated 
system, guests can request clothing 
pieces or send them away for repair 
or alteration. The spectacle of clothing 
moving around in the glass shafts is 
visible from the corridors
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