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According to the UN, 7 in 10 people will be living in cities by the year 2050. This is a huge challenge ?or spatial
planning and urban design and will certainly keep';dur 0 ofession occupied for decades to come. CoQSidering
this fact, one could be forgiven in thinking that._jtﬁ::e biggestchallenge, that faces the planners and designers of

the future, is growth. However, in many placesfin the q,évelope,d WOrId, the opposite is true.
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In the developed world, shrinkage is becoming more and more prévalent. A significant portion of cities ini¢ -

Europe, the US and Japan can no longer expect growth (M?': |ns:éey,'h2016; Schlappa & Neil, 2013). Though ¢

shrinkage is not a new phenomenon, but the pace with whichvitiis happening throughout the developed i :

world is unprecedented (Karina Pallagst, Mulligan, Cunningham-Sabot, & Fol, 2017).
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Shrinkage poses a challenge for spatial blénners tov-keep citi;és and regions f’unctional and Iivéablv’ét. In the

coming age, many developed region's"\;\'/“i’fll' undergo deeb"‘énd“iicak rea{:_hingtransformations; :
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undeveloped assets, such as brownfields, greyfields and abandoned buildings, in the

hope that these assets will eventually be picked up by the market. Thus, eliminating

the opportunity for these assets to be used for other alternative uses (e.g. energy

Reg 1O ﬂa| d eSl g N landscapes, reforestation, ecosystem restoration, agroforestry, etc.).

The regional design is a proposal for the Principality of Asturias. It outlines a perspective for future development and paves Not exploiting the opportunities to implement such new land-uses is not merely a loss
the way for Asturias; ‘from a region preoccupied with shrinkage, to a region that exploits shrinkage to reach a sustain- for the local population, who might stand to gain from it. The implementation of these
able future beyond shrinkage’. The goal of this regional design is to outline regional challenges and opportunities and envi- uses is important for the European society.

sion pathways that enable the regional authorities to respond to these challenges and opportunities. The design outlines a spa- .
Research questions
tial agenda for inter-regional collaboration and proposes concrete policies and projects. The regional design is intended to guide
spatial development for the next 20 years. It is not intended as a blue print, but rather as a first step towards a regional ter- Main research question: How can regional spatial development be directed to exploit
ritorial plan that guides Asturias towards a more sustainable future beyond shrinkage. (for more details see rapport) the opportunities that stem from shrinkage?

Sub research questions:

Agenda point 1: Opportunities for the advancement of the regional energy transition 1. What are the manifestations of shrinkage in the territory and planning system of
Asturias?

2. What are principles and strategies for design and planning that can be used to
exploit the opportunities in shrinkage?

3. How can these principles and strategies be integrated in to a regional design that
guides regional spatial development?
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Conclusions

1. What are the manifestations of shrinkage in the territory and planning system of
Asturias?
* Relationship between shrinkage and the rise of certain environmental threats

e Complex relationship between shrinkage and the internal dynamics of the regional
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T 2. What are principles and strategies for design and planning that can be used to
/ W Agenda point 4: the allocation of economic activity ) - . .
/ exploit the opportunities in shrinkage?

e Potential of alternative land use to address regional environmental issues

e Regional design as a tool to break the planning deadlock

3) How can these principles and strategies be integrated in to a regional design that

guides regional spatial development?

- e One holistic approach for regional change
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