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“ As an architect you design for the present, with an awareness of the past,
for a future which is essentially unknown.”

- NORMAN FOSTER
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HARBOUR: TRADING CENTER
RESEARCH
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FAVORABLE INTEREST 
RATES

OIL BOOM LOCATION FOR TRADE 
BETWEEN WESTERN 
WORLD & MIDDLE EAST

RESEARCH

ECONOMIC HISTORY
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BEIRUT:
BUINESS AND BANKING HUB
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RESEARCH

FASHION HUB OF THE MIDDLE EAST
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BEIRUT
“Paris of the Middle East” 
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INTRODUCTION

BEIRUT FASHION HUB
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INTRODUCTION

BASIL SODA

BEIRUT FASHION METROPOLIS
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Paris of the Middle East

The City of Ruins 
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Paris of the Middle East

The City of Ruins 
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HISTORYINTRODUCTION
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INTRODUCTION

POLITICAL UNRESTS

CONSEQUENCES

SOCIAL PROBLEMS WASTE & ENERGY CRISIS
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PROTESTS
RESEARCH
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30 % 
Lebaneses

lost their jobs

42 %
between 20-24 

years of age 

18%
of establishments
have terminated 

INTRODUCTION

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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INTRODUCTION

text
text

IMPACT ON TEXTILE WASTE CRISIS
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Globally, there’s one garbage truck of textile waste dumped 
at a landfill or burnt every second.
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RESEARCH

INFRASTRUCTURAL DAMAGE
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INTRODUCTION
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RESEARCH

IMPACT OF PORT BLAST

complex projectsBeirut Studio 33



This blast has set us back even further 
than covid and the economic crisis.” 

- Eli Rezkallah, Plastic Studios

RESEARCH

IMPACT OF PORT BLAST
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RESEARCH

CONSEQUENCES

high
unemployment

rates
waste crisisbrain 

drain
lack of 

infrastructure
social 

problems
energy 
crisis
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RESEARCH

BRAIN DRAIN
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RECONSTRUCTION?
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RESEARCH

NEW HOPE?
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RESEARCH

SARAH´S BAGS
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RESEARCH

RONI HELOU
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RESEARCH

FABRIC AID
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RESEARCH

USERS

fashion designers start-upssocial entrepreneurs
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How can workspace be reimagined in 
order to contribute to the regeneration of 

Beirut’s fashion ecosystem?
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PROJECT STATEMENT

Creative Centre providing workspaces & resources 
for innovations and growth of Beirut’s Fashion 
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PROJECT

PROJECT AMBITIONS

SUPPORT WORKSPACES SUSTAINABLE
FASHION

FASHION
COMMUNITY

support
 young local fashion 

talents, start-ups and social 
entrepreneurs

provide
 workspaces & recources

promote 
sustainable fashion

centre for Lebanese fashion 
industry
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BACKGROUND

political unrests
economic crisis 

covid-19 pandemic
port blast

social insecurities
lack of opportunities (brain drain)
decreasing local purchase power

lack of  investments & infrastructure
energy crisis

FASHION CREATION 
OFFICE

revival & consolidation 
of Beirut´s

fashion industry

PROBLEMS CONSEQUENCES GOAL

PAST PRESENT FUTURE

PROGRAM
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SUPPORT

SUSTAINABLE 
FASHION

fashion

PROJECT

PROGRAMMATIC CONCEPT
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SUPPORT

WORKSPACES

SUSTAINABLE 
FASHION

fashion

office

PROJECT 

PROGRAMMATIC CONCEPT
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fashion

office

interaction

PROJECT
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SITE
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GROUP 1

GROUP 3

GROUP 2

GROUP 0

SITE

SITE OF ACTION
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SITE

MAIN FEATURES

LANDFILL
RIVER

CONTAINER TERMINAL
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SITE

PROBLEM: DISCONNECTIVITY

RIVER

HIGHWAY
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SITE

PROBLEM: LAND & RIVER POLLUTION
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SITE

LACK OF GREEN PUBLIC SPACE

public park

0,8 m2 green space
 per capita in Beirut

(WHO recommendation: 9 m2)
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SITE

PEDESTRIAN UNFRIENDLY
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CONCEPT

PROJECT LOCATION
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SITE

SITE LOCATION
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SITE

CURRENT SITUATION
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KARANTINA LANDFILL

HARBOUR

SITE

EXISTING BUILDINGS
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SITE

PROPOSED DEMOLITIONS

KARANTINA LANDFILL

HARBOUR

complex projectsBeirut Studio 61



SITE

OPENING CONNECTIONS

KARANTINA LANDFILL

HARBOUR
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PROMENADE

KARANTINA LANDFILL

HARBOUR

SITE

CREATING PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
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SITE

CLEANING THE RIVER

KARANTINA LANDFILL

HARBOUR
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KARANTINA LANDFILL

HARBOUR

SITE

OPENING RIVER FRONT
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SITE

SIZE
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DESIGN

DESIGN INGREDIENTS

GSPublisherVersion 228.4611686018427387879.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

UPLIFTED STRUCTURE
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DESIGN

DESIGN INGREDIENTS
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UPLIFTED STRUCTURE URBAN PLAZA
with green public spaces
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DESIGN

DESIGN INGREDIENTS

GSPublisherVersion 228.4611686018427387879.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

GSPublisherVersion 228.4611686018427387879.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

UPLIFTED STRUCTURE URBAN PLAZA
with green public spaces

ALLOCATED FASHION SPACES HIGHLIGHTED ROOFTOP
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office

workspaces, workshops, studios

administratice facilities for Beiruts fashion 
associations and organisations

WORK & CREATE

DESIGN CONCEPT

PROGRAM DIVISION
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fashionoffice

workspaces, workshops, studios

administratice facilities for Beiruts fashion 
associations and organisations

fashion workshops, upcycling workshop

exhibition, showroom & events

EXHIBIT & EXPERIENCEWORK & CREATE

DESIGN CONCEPT

PROGRAM DIVISION
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fashionoffice

workspaces, workshops, studios

administratice facilities for Beiruts fashion 
associations and organisations

fashion workshops, upcycling workshop

exhibition, showroom & events

EXHIBIT & EXPERIENCEWORK & CREATE

DESIGN CONCEPT

PROGRAM DIVISION

SOCIAL & INTERACTIVE
SPACES
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fashion 
creation 

office

CONCEPT

CONFINED FASHION SPACES
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fashion 
creation 

office

CONCEPT

OFFICE
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fashion 
creation 

office

CONCEPT

INTERACTIVE SPACES
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.0.100

CONCEPT 

FASHION ORGANISATION IN TUBES
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CONCEPTCONCEPT 

OFFICE SPACES
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CONCEPT 

INTERACTIVE SOCIAL SPACES
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CONCEPT 

PINACLE OF CREATIVITY

.0.100
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CONCEPT 

CONNECTING FUNCTION

service coresfashion cores circulation cores

office

event

interactive spaces
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chapter title

SLIDE TITLE

DESIGN IMPLIMENTATION

complex projectsBeirut Studio 83complex projectsBeirut Studio 83



DESIGN 

BUILDING POSITION
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GSPublisherVersion 401.77183029597111094.0.100
GSEducationalVersion
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DEVELOPMENT

ELEVATION EAST

activated river bank
promenade
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DESIGN

ACCESSIBLE RIVER BANK
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DESIGN
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DESIGN

CLOTHES DROP-OFF

W W
WWW
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W
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DESIGN

URBAN PLAZA

GSPublisherVersion 361.118248359446856099.0.100
GSEducationalVersion
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GSPublisherVersion 401.77183029597111094.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

DEVELOPMENT

TOPOGRAPHY INTEGRATED FUNCTIONS 

activated river bank
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DESIGN

GROUND FLOOR EXPERIENCE
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10. main entrance
11. public upcycling workshop
12. café
13. passenger elevator
14. extention of café terrace
15. toilets & emergency stairs
16. amphitheatre
17. fabric workshop
18. freight elevator
19. trahs, storage & emergency stairs
20. sports facilities
21. parking & truck unloading area  
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DEVELOPMENT

MAIN ENTRANCE
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DESIGN

GROUND FLOOR
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DESIGN

MAIN ENTRANCE
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DESIGN

EXTENTION OF URBAN PLAZA
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DESIGN

EXHIBITION SPACE
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DESIGN

VISUAL INSIGHT

Recycled clothes storageLebanese fashion archive
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DESIGN

ACCES TOP FLOORS
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DESIGN

ATRIUM
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DESIGN

FIRST FLOOR ACCESS

N

31. individual workspaces
32. restaurant bar & kitchen
33. restaurant
34. exhibition area
35. second entrance & atrium 
 

22. entrance & reception
23. group workspaces
24. upcycling accessories workshop
25. user storage
26. recreational area
27. sewing workshop
28. group workspaces
29. auditorium
30. computer workspaces
   
 

30

3534

27

32

33

28

22

29

23

24
25

26

31

complex projectsBeirut Studio 107



31. individual workspaces
32. restaurant bar & kitchen
33. restaurant
34. exhibition area
35. second entrance & atrium 
 

22. entrance & reception
23. group workspaces
24. upcycling accessories workshop
25. user storage
26. recreational area
27. sewing workshop
28. group workspaces
29. auditorium
30. computer workspaces
   
 

30

3534

27

32

33

28

22

29

23

24
25

26

31

DESIGN

FASHION CORES

N

auditorium

sewing 
workshop

accessories 
upcycling 
workshop

restaurant

complex projectsBeirut Studio 108



DESIGN

AUDITORIUM
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31. individual workspaces
32. restaurant bar & kitchen
33. restaurant
34. exhibition area
35. second entrance & atrium 
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INTERACTIVE SPACES
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DESIGN

FLEXIBLE WORKSHOPS

N
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DESIGN

SECOND FLOOR

N

44. meeting room
45. recreational area
46. meeting rooms
47. library
48. reading area
49. rentable offices small
 

36. reception
37. client lounge & exhibition
38. rentable start-up offices small
39. upcycling sewing workshop
40. individual workspaces
41. digital workshop
42. fashion start-up offices with
    creative & fitting area
43. Lebanese fashion federation HQ
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44. meeting room
45. recreational area
46. meeting rooms
47. library
48. reading area
49. rentable offices small
 

36. reception
37. client lounge & exhibition
38. rentable start-up offices small
39. upcycling sewing workshop
40. individual workspaces
41. digital workshop
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DESIGN

DESIGN OFFICES

N
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DESIGN

ROOFTOP

N

GSPublisherVersion 398.79511827903920480.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

complex projectsBeirut Studio 115



DESIGN

N

52

54

51

53

51. catwalk (or showroom area)
52. backstage area
53. event bar
54. outside bar
55. outside event location  
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outside bar

catwalk/showroom

event bar
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DESIGN

EVENT LOCATION
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DEVELOPMENT

PRIMARY STRUCTURE
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vierendeel steel truss
with hollow profiles
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DEVELOPMENT

PRIMARY STRUCTURE

hollow profile steel colums 500 x 500
with concrete infill
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DEVELOPMENT

COLUMNS

incorporation of columns within
tube structure on ground floor

hollow profile steel colums 500 x 500
with concrete infill
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vierendeel steel truss
with hollow profiles
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DEVELOPMENT

SECONDARY STRUCTURE

hollow profile steel colums 500 x 500
with concrete infill
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DEVELOPMENT

ROOF

hollow profile steel colums 500 x 500
with concrete infill
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GSEducationalVersion

floor construction 
2 cm  urban terrazzo floor finish
4 cm  creed with floor heating
 PE foil
3cm  impact sound insulation
 vapour barrier
3 mm double sheet material
12 cm steel concrete composite floor
 trapezodial ceiling plate
15 cm XPS insulation
1cm fire proof sheet
45 cm suspended ceiling fixtures
3 cm stone ceiling panels

 

facade construction 

3 mm tranparent organic fabric layer
2 cm aluminium fabric mount
10 cm vertical steel mount
50 cm metal mesh floor
3 mm semi-transparent organic fabric shutters
 ESG tempered glass, double glazing, low-e coating

 

steel hollow beam 500 x 400 mm 

brushed aluminium curtain wall profileopenings for ventilation

DEVELOPMENT

DETAIL VIERENDEEL TRUSS PROFILE
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DEVELOPMENT

TEXTILE FACAD

GSPublisherVersion 364.106628578460748852.0.100
GSEducationalVersion
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DEVELOPMENT

EXPOSED CONCRETE
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DEVELOPMENT

URBAN TERRAZZO
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DEVELOPMENT

URBAN TERRAZZO
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DEVELOPMENT

FACADE
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DEVELOPMENT

FACADE INSPIRATION: FABRIC PATTERNS
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DEVELOPMENT

FACADE INSPIRATION: MASHRABIYA
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DEVELOPMENT

FASHION REPRESENTING ARCHITECTURE
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DEVELOPMENT

building structure first facade layer:
post and beam facade
with double layer glazing
with low-e glass

s

FACADE STRUCTURE
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DEVELOPMENT

FACADE STRUCTURE

building structure first facade layer:
post and beam facade
with double layer glazing
with low-e glass

s

second facade layer:
flexible textile shadings
for different daylight
recuirements

complex projectsBeirut Studio 130



DEVELOPMENT

FACADE STRUCTURE

building structure first facade layer:
post and beam facade
with double layer glazing
with low-e glass

s

second facade layer:
flexible textile shadings
for different daylight
recuirements

facade substructure
with aluminium profiles
attached through cleat
angle
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DEVELOPMENT

URBAN TERRAZZO

building structure first facade layer:
post and beam facade
with double layer glazing
with low-e glass

s

second facade layer:
flexible textile shadings
for different daylight
recuirements

facade substructure
with aluminium profiles
attached through cleat
angle

outer facade layer:
transparent fabric layer with rhomboid
shaped pattern through different textile 
densities, provides  a first degree of
shading while allowing the passage of daylight
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S

EW

DEVELOPMENT

DIFFERENT SHADING RECUIREMENTS
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open semi-open semi-closed closed

DEVELOPMENT

DIFFERENT SHADING REQUIREMENTS

complex projectsBeirut Studio 134



GSEducationalVersion

floor construction 
2 cm  urban terrazzo floor finish
4 cm  creed with floor heating
 PE foil
3cm  impact sound insulation
 vapour barrier
3 mm double sheet material
12 cm steel concrete composite floor
 trapezodial ceiling plate
15 cm XPS insulation
1cm fire proof sheet
45 cm suspended ceiling fixtures
3 cm stone ceiling panels

 

facade construction 

3 mm tranparent organic fabric layer
2 cm aluminium fabric mount
10 cm vertical steel mount
50 cm metal mesh floor
3 mm semi-transparent organic fabric shutters
 ESG tempered glass, double glazing, low-e coating

 

steel hollow beam 350 x 250
 mm 

brushed aluminium curtain wall profile

DEVELOPMENT

FACADE PERFORMANCE

outside insidetextile
facade

buffer zone thermal
barrier

reflection of 
solar rays

passing of
daiylight
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GSEducationalVersion

floor construction 
2 cm  urban terrazzo floor finish
4 cm  creed with floor heating
 PE foil
3cm  impact sound insulation
 vapour barrier
3 mm double sheet material
12 cm steel concrete composite floor
 trapezodial ceiling plate
15 cm XPS insulation
1cm fire proof sheet
45 cm suspended ceiling fixtures
3 cm stone ceiling panels

 

facade construction 

3 mm tranparent organic fabric layer
2 cm aluminium fabric mount
10 cm vertical steel mount
50 cm metal mesh floor
3 mm semi-transparent organic fabric shutters
 ESG tempered glass, double glazing, low-e coating

 

steel hollow beam 350 x 250
 mm 

brushed aluminium curtain wall profile

DEVELOPMENT

FACADE PERFORMANCE

outside insidetextile
facade

buffer zone thermal
barrier

hot air expelled upwards and 
recycled for hot water

air flow
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DEVELOPMENT

VENTILATION

GSPublisherVersion 404.75912527052302681.0.100
GSEducationalVersion
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DEVELOPMENT

GSPublisherVersion 404.75912527052302681.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMP
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DESIGN

GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMP

GSPublisherVersion 404.75912527052302681.0.100
GSEducationalVersion
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DEVELOPMENT

SOLAR ENERGY

GSPublisherVersion 404.75912527052302681.0.100
GSEducationalVersion

N

E

W

S
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DEVELOPMENT

GREEN SURFACES
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GSEducationalVersion

roof construction 

 vegetation
10  substrate
3 cm  plants mat
5 cm drainage
 building protection foil
 2-layers PE foil sealing 
20 cm Insulation XPS
 vapour barrier
5-10 cm slope creating screed
15 cm  steel concrete composite floor
 trapezodial ceiling plate

 

HEA beam 350 x 200 mm with fire proof coating

brushed aluminium curtain wall profile

horizontal mullion aluminium

parapete plate aluminium

EPS insulation

facade cladding

 HEA 200 x 200 vertical parapet column

brushed aluminium
facade panel 

insulation XPS 

solar panel

L-profile steel angle

gravel

DEVELOPMENT

GREEN ROOF
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The FUTURE
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THE FASHION OFFICE REPRESENTS A 
SPECULATIVE DESIGN FOCUSING ON...
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fashion 
creation 

office

structural layout that aims to encourage 
social interaction between creative minds
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modern infrastructures providing a platform to illustrate
process of fashion creation
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promote sustainable fashion through functions & materials
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... and on how architecture can shape the image
 of an industry in order to revive it.
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THANK YOU
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