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MUSEUM IN SEQUENCES

Incorporating a Museum of Contemporary Art 
into an existing Court Building 

Graduation Project
by Rafael Fernandes Trindade
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Site Plan of Antwerp, BE
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M HKA

Museum van Hedendaagse Kunst Antwerpen
(Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp)

Aerial View of M HKA
around 1993
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In The Closet, 1997

Emilia & Ilya Kabakov
Le Lit, 2000

Marianne Berenhaut

Ensembles of M HKA
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Antwerp Zuid, BE
around 1875

KMSKA, 
around 1875

History of Antwerp Zuid, BE
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Stad aan de Stroom
Masterplan from 1990

M HKA
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Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp, BE
around November 2022
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Antwerp Nieuw Zuid, BE
Proposal for 2025

Gedempte Zuiderdokken, BE
Proposal for 2024

Current Developments in Antwerp Zuid, BE
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Elevation from Schelde

  Willem Lepelstraat 
  42m

  M HKA
  29m

  Zuiderzicht
  80m

  Nieuw Zuid T.
  80m

  Sint-Andrieskerk
  51m

  Den Bell
  58m

  Residentie de Gerlache
  50m

  Residential Tower Antwerp
  80m
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Site Plan of Antwerp, BE
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  Willem Lepelstraat 
  42m

  M HKA
  29m

  Hof van Beroep
  36m

  Zuiderzicht
  80m

  Nieuw Zuid T.
  80m

  Sint-Andrieskerk
  51m

  Den Bell
  58m

  Residentie de Gerlache
  50m

  Residential Tower Antwerp
  80m

Elevation from Schelde
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Brief
M HKA to VMHK
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COLLECTIONEXHIBITION

M HKA VMHK

FORUM BACK-OFFICE

Summary of the Brief
M HKA to VMHK
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History of M HKA
Anti-Museum Fascinations 

Proposed 
Demolition of Existing 

Summary of the Brief
M HKA to VMHK

COLLECTIONEXHIBITIONFORUM BACK-OFFICE

M HKA VMHK
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Impressions from 
the Existing Building
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Impressions from 
the Existing Building
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Proposed Site
Hof van Beroep, Antwerp



MSc3/4 Interiors Buildings Cities  Graduation Project 2022/23 
 

0 5 20 50 Proposed Site, 1/500
Court of Appeal (Hof van Bereop)

RIVER PARK
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+ 12,50

+ 36,00

Elevation Park
1/500

0 5 20 50

Former Entrance
to Southern Docks
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0 5 20 50

Ground Floor

Ground Floor 
(Structural)

Hof van Beroep, Antwerp
Ground Floor, 1/500

RIVER PARK
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Foundation Plan
1/200



MSc3/4 Interiors Buildings Cities  Graduation Project 2022/23 
 

labeled  as  'Provisional  Court',  as  an  extension  of  the  old  Palace  of  Justice  on  the  Brittenlei.  At  that  time  it  
was  already  certain  that  the  building  would  be  demolished  after  ten  years  and  the  court  functions  would  be  
moved  to  a  new  location.  This  new  Palace  of  Justice  of  Antwerp  was  eventually  built  in  2001-2006  on  the  
site  of  the  former  Zuidstation  on  Bolivarplaats,  designed  by  the  British  architect  Richard  Rogers,  but  the  
court  of  appeal  was  ultimately  not  given  a  place  here.

The  design  by  Marc  Appel  and  Jan  Welslau  was  preceded  by  a  project  from  1972,  which  was  in  the  name  
of  the  architects  L.  Soete  and  JP  Ostin.  This  design  was  based  on  the  same  typology  and  organizational  
scheme,  which  was  probably  imposed  by  the  Buildings  Board,  but  was  simpler  in  design  and  elaboration.  
Appel  and  Welslau's  alternative  is  distinguished  by  greater  architectural  allure,  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  
of  a  Court  of  Justice.  Since  it  was  a  'provisional'  construction  that  could  be  realized  in  the  short  term,  their  
project  was  also  subject  to  a  limited  budget  and  a  quick  delivery  period.12

41   

The  wing  of  the  Labor  Court  on  the  Cockerillkaai  is  already  under  roof,  the  part  where  the  Appeals  CourtFigure  48:  
must  sit  becomes  much  higher  and  is  located  at  the  Waalsekaai,  15/05/1974.  (SAA,  Image  Bank  AVA,  PHOTO  OF  #  2815.)

Agency  for  Real  Estate  Heritage  2017:  Court  of  Appeal  and  Labor  Court  [online],  
https://id.erfgoed.net/erfgoedobjecten/209263  (accessed  25  October  2018).  SAA,  Planning  Applications,  MA-
HB#46228.  SAA,  Planning  Applications,  18#55226.

12   

Machine Translated by Google

Proposed Site around 1974
Hof van Beroep, Antwerp
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Museo de Arte in São Paulo, Model 1/33
by Ania, Rafael, René & Zwaan
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Museo de Arte in São Paulo
Section & Plan, 1/500

EXHIBITION 

ADMINISTRATION 

„FORUM“
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MASP, 1968 Erweiterung Kunsthaus 
Zürich, 2021

KMSKA, 1975

Comparison of Museums
1/1000
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Sitemodel
1/200
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+ 36,00

+ 29,50
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Section Park - River
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Section Park - River
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First Sketch 
from Nov 2022
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TOWER
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Proposed Site
Hof van Beroep, Antwerp
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Axonometry of
Modular System 

EXISTING
BUILDING
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Construction of 
Modular System 
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Construction of 
Modular System 
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Vertical Fragment
1/50

GALLERYBUFFER
EXTERIOR

BUFFER
INTERIOR

EXISTINGPARK



MSc3/4 Interiors Buildings Cities  Graduation Project 2022/23 
 

Perspective Section
Gallery Space
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Primary & Secondary Layers
P1

PRIMARY LAYER
(STRUCTURE)

SECONDARY LAYER
(SCENOGRAPHY & ART)
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Interior View, 1/33
P1
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Empty Exhibition Space
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Exhibition Space
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Backstage
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Detail Horizontal
1/50
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First Sketch 
from Nov 2022
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View from the (future) Park
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Forum Park
from the Mezzanine
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First Floor
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Existing Structure
Regular Floor
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View from Visserskai
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View from Waalsekaai
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Sitemodel
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