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 Exploration on wonder and accessibility in the in-between of Rotterdam 
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Act 1

Encountering the ‘terrain vague’ 









LOOSE SPACE / LOST SPACE / LIMINAL SPACE / SLACK SPACES / 
TRANSITIONAL SPACE / NEGLECTED SPACE / TERRAIN VAGUE / NO 
MAN’S LAND / IN BETWEEN SPACE / VACANT LAND / SUPERFLOUS 

LANDSCAPE / INDETERMINATE SPACE / FREE ZONES / TEMPORARY 
URBAN SPACE / CRACKS IN THE CITY / JUNKSPACE

Interstitial Space 



Rotterdam’s official greenspaces



Rotterdam’s official greenspaces + 
left-over greenspaces.





Interstitial spaces in urban fringes, like those in Rotterdam’s northeast edge, are often overlooked, inaccessible, and seen as places of neglect.
They are prone to disappearing, by development, gentrification or cleanup

(Rotterdam Municipality plans for new train station and apartments 
25 September 2024)

Problem Statement



Act 2

Understanding the Qualities
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Act 3

The goal: accessibility



“How can the interstitial space be accessed so they can 
evoke wonder, care and engagement while preserving their 
ambiguity, freedom of use, and self-evolving ecologies?”



ACCESS

VISUALMENTAL PHYSICAL



How a space actually is



How a space is seen



How a space is perceived 

(thinking, talking, writing, 

dreaming)



Interstitial Rules of Enchantment









Part 1

The Spoordijk: Designing Access
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Het laatste sein van Rotterdam RMO – bij RMO-
aansluiting – foto Victor M. Lansink
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Integration into city structure
Wandering path into the unknown
Work with cues to care

New pedestrian bridge



The interventions 

Big entrance gesture

smaller entrances

nursery

new pedestrian bridge
Big entrance gesture



The Voiddwellers

The Schoolkid The Skater The Caretaker
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Stadsschapen in Spangen  – foto 010web Rotterdam vroeger en nu

















Part 2

The Interstitial Network



Interstitial Network 
Rotterdam North-West

How the interstitials can operate 
collectivly as a network across the city 
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public green
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major connection
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possibility to extend interstitial 
language into public domain

option to be made visual or 
physical 



Part 3

Finding the Field-Guide



Fieldguide

A tool to start engaging with the left-over











Conclusion

Returning to the Interstitial Space





attunement 
to place

intervenig at the 
threshholds

promoting 
participation 
& discussion

reframing 
assumptions





Thank you 
<3


