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Designing with heritage housing requires a precise method 
of working.  These dwell ings are namely not merely homes. 
They embody and sustain mult iple narrat ives.  As Osel lo et 
al .  [Osel lo et  al . ,  2018],  quite str ikingly,  wrote: 

These are values that  must  be maintained and protected 
at  al l  costs. 

Howe ve r,  t h e s e  dwe l l i n g s  o f t e n  do  n o t  a l i g n  w i t h 
contemporary  needs  and  the  pre ferences  o f  po tent i a l 
future residents.  And how we, as architects,  opproach the 
task of  future monuments is  of  a  personal  matter.  Do we 
f reeze  the  monument  in  t ime,  do  we opt  for  a  su i table 
extension or development,  or pursue a modern intervention 
to acknowledge that  te  monument has evolved in modern 
t imes? 

One important thing should be the main focus.  That is  to 
keep al ive these historical  rel ics respects the past  and the 
value acquired over centuries.

“

GLOBAL
INTRODUCTION

Complex systems, such as historical buildings, are the result of 
historical events,  different architectural influences, changes in 

ownership, and transformations over time.
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MY 
INTEREST

In the past  couple of  years,  I  have been trying to def ine 
where my interest  l ies  with in  the  f ie ld  of  architecture. 
Init ia l ly  my fascinat ion for  dwel l ing design started with 
newly build vi l la architecture. But beside that I noticed that 
in recent years,  the heritage part  of  architecture started 
to be quite  intr iguing to me.  The character  of  histor ical 
bui ldings and the s tor ies  attached to them drew my eye 
more and more.  How can I,  as a future architect,  preserve 
the quality of these buildings while ensuring they continue 
to meet the modern requirements and expectat ions? 

When renovating a monument, or for that matter an existing 
bui lding,  regulat ions typical ly dictate that addit ion should 
be made from a modern architectural  perspect ive.  While 
somet imes  th is  can blend in  n ice ly,  I  wonder  i f  th is  i s 
always the desired approach. Are there more possibilit ies 
to enhance a monument without immediately resorting 
to modern design?

I wonder i f  the essence of  tradit ional  Dutch architecture 
can be expressed in contemporary ways,  without turning 
to anonymous,  international  glass architecture. . .

a d v a n c e d  h o u s i n g  d e s i g n
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FRAMING
THE PROBLEM

F I G U R E  1 
M i d d e n - D e l f l a n d  d e s i g n

[ Z o n e s  U r b a i n e s  S e n s i b l e s  e t  a l . ,  2 0 2 4 ]

1
This  research plan  i s  based on 
the development of  the Midden-
De l f l and ,  an  a re a  expec ted  to 
be s igni f icant ly impacted by the 
c l imate  change  and  fo r  wh ich 
ZUS had  proposed  a  c lear  and 
s t ruc tura l  p lan ,  a s  dep ic ted  in 
f igure 1 .  This proposal  suggests a 
restructuring of the entire area, in 
which they take a rather radical 
approach.  However,  th is  radica l 
change does not,  at  a l l ,  consider 
the exist ing value of  the current 
housing stock.  This current stock 
plays part  in 2 di f ferent kinds of 
va lues,  the  f i rs t  be ing  the  h igh 
value of the heritage and secondly 
the sustainabl i ty  within reusing 
exist ing bui ldings.  These are the 
exact elements in which the issue 
for this research plan arises. 

First ly the area holds substantial 
h is tor ica l  s igni f icance,  with not 
only the regional  s tructures but 
also the historical  bui lding being 
a part of the Dutch history. As for 
Fairclough.  [Janssen et  a l . ,  2017] 
s tates  that  “…there  i s  a  growing 
r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c 
environment is  an integral  part of 
our cit ies and landscapes,  rather 
than a world set apart.” Within the 
plan of  ZUS, the heritage should 

b e  i nco rp o rated ,  bu t  he r i t a g e 
buildings could consist of different 
kind of  issues.  “The longevity of 
bui ld ings  can create  a  s i tuat ion 
where design criteria from the 
pas t  may  not  a l i gn  with  the 
present ”  [Thomsen  & van  der 
Fl ier,  2011] . 

The in f luence  o f  her i tage  i s  an 
important  e lement,  which seems 
to be neglected in the current plan 
of  ZUS, but should be taken into 
account  as  a  base  va lue  for  the 
area.

Secondly, the plan of ZUS does not 
take a sustainable approach to the 
reuse of exist ing housing.  As Eric 
B ladwin observes  in  h is  ar t ic le 
on  ArchDa i ly  [Ba ldwin ,  2024 ] : 
“The reuse of  bui ld ing mater ia l 
involves saving a high percentage 
of  embodied energy.  Finding new 
uses for old buildings signif icantly 
reduces the energy consumption 
a s soc i a ted  w i th  demol i sh ing  a 
structure and bui lding a new one 
to  replace  i t .”  This  perspect ive 
ho ld s  a  go o d  p o tent i a l ,  ye t  i t 
r e m a i n s  u n a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e 
genera l  approach  proposed  by 
ZUS. This gap highlights a subject 
that future architects wil l  need to 

take into account.
The issue is  further strengthened 
when  v iewed  th rough  the  lens 
o f  c r i t i c a l  r e g i o n a l i s m ,  a n d 
architectural  concept  developed 
by  Ke n ne t h  F r a mp to n  i n  t he 
early 1980s.  [Frampton, 1983] The 
current proposal  of  the redesign 
appears  to  re ly  on  newly  bu i ld 
s t r uc t u re s  t h a t  d i s r e g a rd  t he 
reg iona l  context  and  h i s tor ica l 
cont inui ty.  Cr i t ica l  reg iona l i sm 
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e 
o f  b a l a n c i n g  m o d e r n  d e s i g n 
wi th  loca l  arch i tec ture .  In  th i s 
approach,  contextual  sensit iv ity, 
t r a d i t i o n s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  l o c a l 
materials,  and human experience 
are values that  should be central 
to any development plan. 

This  is  precise ly where the ZUS 
proposa l  s eems  to  be  l ack ing . 
While Midden-Delfland is being 
restructured,  where does the 
character  and regional  value 
remain?
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ARCHITECTURE IN 
THE PROBLEM

The preservat ion,  maintenance, 
and development of  heritage are 
the basis for this research. It is not 
an unfamil iar  statement to c laim 
that  her i tage plays a  s igni f icant 
role  in  architectura l  h is tory.  In 
Midden-De l f l and ,  bu t  a l s o  f a r 
beyond  that .  The  Ne the r l ands 
n a me ly  c ou nt s  a rou nd  63 .0 0 0 
monuments ,  a l l  par t  o f  a  va lue 
inherent ly  t ied  to  arch i tecture. 
This  is  expanded in the current 
t ime with a l l  the present  des ign 
and future dwell ings bui ld.  It  is  a 
source of  knowledge and history 
we  w i s h  to  p a s s  o n  to  f u t u re 
generat ions. 

And the  respons ib i l i ty  for  th i s 
source? Well ,  that  is  not  an easy 
task.  According to ZUS’s radical 
plans  for  the  t rans format ion of 

Midden-Delfland, heritage appears 
to  be absent.  The responsibi l i ty 
m a i n ly  f a l l s  u p o n  a r c h i t e c t s . 
Professionals who are able to react 
to how these bui ldings meet new 
requirements,  how future modes 
of  l iv ing can be integrated with 
these structures and how effects of 
c l imate change can be addressed 
in this context. 

But can they actually? A significant 
challenge arises with this question: 
architects often lack te expert ise 
needed to effectively address these 
issues.  As Keitsch [Keitsch, 2020] 
and Otero [Otero,  2021]  observe, 
“The lack of  speci f ic  knowledge 
with in pro ject  teams may cause 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s  t o 
ar ise.  The specia l ized nature of 
heritage conservation means that 

t he  re q u i re d  ex p e r t i s e  i s  no t 
a lways readi ly avai lable,  causing 
suboptimal decision-making .” 
I f  architects  themselves lack the 
necessary  knowledge ,  how can 
they be expected to appropriately 
respect monumental  dwel l ings? 

There is a strong desire to preserve 
her itage,  with s tr ict  regulat ions 
f ro m  lo c a l  mu n ic ip a l i t i e s  a nd 
homeowners doing everything in 
their  power to  protect  th is .  But 
how should this  be done,  and is 
there even a single solution to 
address  th is  i ssue?  How wi l l 
[ future ]  a rch i tec t s  ensure  that 
heritage remains an integral  and 
f itt ing part  of  modern design and 
society?

start 
final design
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QUESTIONING 
THE PROBLEM

What, then, is the actual problem? 
Aren’t  monuments a lready being 
adapted to align with contemporary 
architecture? Obviously,  there is 
no single approach to this, but isn’t 
i t  in l ine with the municipal i ty’s 
requirements? For a fact ,  this  is 
not untrue. The question, however, 
is whether this is truly the desired 
approach to heritage conservation. 
Or is it  the only known way to deal 
with it? The additions, extensions, 
o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  c o m m o n l y 
app l ied  today  a re  o f ten  s le ek , 
modern,  minimal is t  volumes.  An 
a no ny mo u s ,  no n - l o c a l  de s i g n 
approach.  The r ich his tory that 
is  valuable to these monumental 
dwel l ings is  being supplemented 
w i t h  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e s i g n 
l anguage ,  one  t hat  d i s re ga rd s 
D u t c h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d 

material  use.  Those elements are 
connected to the vernacularity 
o f  a rc h i t e c t u re :  “A  s t y l e  o f 
reg iona l  o r  loca l  bu i ld ing  that 
u t i l i z e s  c onve nt iona l  supp l i e s 
and  resources  f rom the  reg ion 
in which the bui lding is  s i tuated 
[2050 materials,  2023].” 

But what approach is truly suitable 
for this task of preservation? How 
can the dist inctly Dutch character 
b e  r e i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  f u t u r e 
developments?
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2 AIM OF
THIS RESEARCH

Heritage preservation is  essential ,  and this research aims 
to explore how it  can be achieved in the most f i t t ing and 
complementary way. The focus is on how the development of 
heritage buildings can best integrate with their surrounding 
l andscape  and  cu l ture .  Th is  i s  d iv ided  into  three  key 
object ives:

To clearly define what vernacular architecture means 
in the Netherlands. While extensive research has been 
conducted on foreign vernacular architecture,  there 
is  a lack of information regarding the Dutch context.
To analyze how heritage family dwellings are currently 
being worked with,  in order to develop a vis ion on 
where and how vernacular architecture can be used.
To explore how future residential  l iving environments 
may evolve,  considering that  the demand for these 
environments is  changing,  and heritage must adapt 
to these shif ts  as wel l .

These sub-object ives aim to establ ish a vis ion and design 
d i rect ion ,  whi le  implement ing  th i s  knowledge  into  the 
architectural  design process.

1 .

2.

3 .
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DEFINING
THE QUESTION

To meet the aim of this research, the main research question 
has been careful ly def ined: 

“In what way can Dutch dwell ing heritage uti l ize 
vernacularity to assist contemporary homecoming?

Ve r n a c u l a r i t y  t y p i c a l l y  u s e s 
l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  m a t e r i a l s 

s u i t e d  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  h o m e 
e n v i r o n m e n t s  i n  m a n y 
d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  p o s s i b l e .

S i n g l e - f a m i l y  h o m e s  w i t h  t w o 
o r  m o r e  f l o o r s ,  s u r r o u n d e d 
b y  l a r g e r  o p e n  s p a c e s  i n  t h e 
f o r m  o f  a  g a r d e n  o r  w a t e r .

main research
question

In what way can Dutch 
dwelling heritage utilize 
vernacularity to assist 

contemporary homecoming?
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DIVIDING
THE QUESTION

To answer  the  main  ques t ion ,  subquest ions  have  been 
wr i t ten  down.  These  seperated  ques t ions  g ive  a  gu ide 
through the f ina l  research,  and helps  to  understand de 
different aspects that needs to be analyzed. As stated in the 
aim of research,  the entir ity wil l  be divided into dif ferent 
themes,  being as fol lows:

1.  Vernacular architecture:
What is  vernacular architecture?
How can the value of  Dutch vernacular architecture 
be def ined?
What  cou ld  be  the  fu tu re  o f  Dutch  ve rnacu l a r 
architecture?

2. Family dwelling within heritage:
In which categories can Dutch heritage, with the focus 
on family dwell ings,  be divided?
How are Dutch family dwell ings under heritage being 
transformed right now?

3. Future home-like environments:
What  were  the  home- l ike  environments  of  fami ly 
dwell ings in history?
What  a re  the  home- l ike  env i ronments  o f  f ami ly 
dwell ings in the present?
Which scenarios are thinkable within the change of 
future home-l ike environments?

a.
b.

c.

a .

b.

a.

b.

c.
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3 THEORETICAL
FRAMEWORK
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This research plan, and eventually 
t h e  r e s e a r c h  i t s e l f ,  w i l l  b e 
organized through the three main 
themes,  vernacu lar i ty,  her i tage 
and home- l ike  environments.  It 
is  essential  to clearly understand 
what  each theme precise ly tr ies 
t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  t a b l e .  W h at 
has  a lready been writ ten  on 
these  topics ,  and what  i s  i ts 
o ve r a r c h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e ? 
These  ques t ions  are  addressed 
for each theme to establish a clear 
f ramework for  the  focus  o f  the 
forthcoming research.

V E R NAC U L A R I T Y  r e f e r s  t o 
bui lding styles and methods that 
a re  c lo se ly  connec ted  to  lo ca l 
traditions, cultures, materials from 
surrounding environments, and the 
cl imate of  a specif ic  region.  This 
architecture is generally practiced 
by local  populat ion.  Rather than 
being designed by formally trained 
architects. 

As  archi tects ,  we may be  quick 
to  adapt  a  b irds- eye v iew when 
ap p r o ac h i n g  a  de s i g n ,  wh i c h 
r isks  los ing the  authent ic  va lue 
of  a  pro ject  in  the outcome.  An 
overly objective stance is not only 
a  p rob lem in  a rch i te c tu re  but 

can  a l so  have  broader  soc ie ta l 
implications. The period before the 
1960s serves as a clear example of 
this.  According to the discussion 
in “Ethnographic Paradigm of the 
60s”, this was a time when identity, 
tradition, and local pride gradually 
d i sappeared  f rom both  soc ie ty 
and  a rch i te c tu re .  As  a  re su l t , 
an object ive approach to  des ign 
began to dominate architecture. 
The  focus  o f  th i s  d i scuss ion  i s 
p r i m a r i ly  o n  re c o g n i z i n g  t h i s 
l imitation: The removal of identity 
led to a constrained understanding 
o f  cu l ture .  The  loca l  t rad i t ion 
must  de revived.  This  movement 
became evident  a f ter  the 1960s, 
when a renewed appreciat ion for 
vernacularity emerged.

As  f u tu re  a rch i te c t s ,  we  mus t 
understand the values embedded 
in the environments of  a projects 
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  a n d 
soc i a l  a spec t s  a re  re f lec ted  in 
bu i ld ing  and  l iv ing  space s .  In 
a  mo de r n  a rc h i t e c t u r a l  wo r ld 
where  eve ry th ing  i s  b ecoming 
increasingly anonymous,  we have 
the  re spons ib i l i t y  to  p re se rve 
a nd  c o nve y  c u l t u r e .  B e r n a r d 
Rudofsky’s  book  “Arch i tec ture 
without  Archi tects”  a l igns  with 

t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e .  He  a r g u e s 
that  the  va lue  found in  anc ient 
bu i ld ing  p rac t i c e s  u s ing  lo c a l 
materia ls  should not  be lost  due 
to western,  academic approaches 
t o  a r c h i t e c t u re .  T h i s  t y p e  o f 
a rch i te c tu re  o f ten  d rowns  out 
an  anc ient  t rad i t ion  that  holds 
s i g n i f i c a n t  v a l u e  r e g a r d i n g 
the  h i s to ry  o f  a  spec i f i c  a rea . 
[Rudofsky,  1964]

HERITAGE  in this  research t ies 
into this important value, as it is an 
element of  the bui lt  environment 
where tradit ion,  mater ia l  usage, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  m e t h o d s ,  a n d 
knowledge  are  preserved .  S ian 
Jones addresses this in her article 
“Wrest l ing with the socia l  value 
of  Heritage:  Problems,  Dilemmas 
and  oppor tun i t ie s ”.  The  soc ia l 
va lue  o f  he r i t a g e  e x te nd s  f a r 
beyond the tradit ional  approach 
of  mater ia l  va lue and his tor ica l 
s i gn i f ic ance .  When  her i t age  i s 
v iewed pragmatical ly,  economic, 
and pol it ical  interests  often play 
a major role.  However, recognizing 
i t s  soc ia l  va lue  i s  essent ia l  for 
p re se rv ing  her i t age  fo r  fu ture 
generat ions,  to  ensure that  th is 
k nowle d g e  i s  no t  l o s t .  A  key 
point raised by Sian Jones is  that 

1.

2.

3.

a.

b.
c.

a.

c. c.
b.

a. b.
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THEORETICAL
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conducted thesis
 2nd semester

local  communit ies  must  be more 
involved  in  the  preservat ion  o f 
heritage objects.  This strengthens 
the monument’s  va lue within i ts 
su r rou nd i n g  e nv i ro n me nt  a nd 
contr ibutes  to  cul tura l  ident i ty, 
w i t h  ve r nacu l a r i t y  s e am le s s ly 
connected.  [Jones,  2016]

C a n  mo nu me nt  t he n  no t  b e 
transformed for the future,  in 
order to preserve this identity? 
J.T.  Koopmans  observes  in  h i s 
a r t i c l e  “ P r e s e r v i n g  t h e  p a s t , 
Building the Future” that it is about 
f inding the balance between both. 
Carefully preserving architectural 
e lements while seeking relevance 
for contemporary users. Koopmans 
obse rve s  t hat  t r an s fo rmat ions 
o f  mo nu me nt s  a re  o f t e n  s e e n 
as  a  compromise ,  wh ich  i s  no t 
the  correc t  approach .  It  o f fe rs 
op p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n n ova t e  by 
merging funct ional  requirements 
with aesthet ic  value.  [Koopman, 
2024] This Is a challenge for future 
architects,  to  make the exis t ing 
housing stock future-proof. 

No t  on ly  monument  t r ans fo rm 
ove r  t i m e ,  b u t  H OM E - L I K E 
ENVIRONMENTS also undergo 
s igni f icant  changes,  which of ten 

form the basis  for changes in the 
design of  monuments.  In my own 
MSc 2 thesis,  “1900-1960 De vi l la 
& de Maatschappi j”,  [Vink,2024], 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y,  t h e 
evolut ion of  l iv ing environments, 
and the architecture is  explored. 
The way people wanted to l ive,  as 
encouraged by societa l  changes, 
directly impacted the development 
of  the physical  environment.

The  re s e a rch  to  be  conduc ted 
in the coming months wi l l  bui ld 
upon this thesis.  For a house is not 
yet  a “home” … This phenomenon 
i s  e x p lo re d  by  Ryb c z y n s k i  i n 
“ ho me :  A  s ho r t  h i s to r y  o f  a n 
idea .”  How,  throughout  h is tory, 
has genuinely comfortable l iv ing 
environment  been created? And 
perhaps even more important ly, 
what  deve lopment s  have  the se 
e n v i r o n m e n t s  u n d e r g o n e  t o 
become what we are used to today? 
[Rybczynski ,  1986]  Rybczynski’s 
research not  only addresses  the 
physical  environment but also the 
emotional connection to that.  How 
does a space feel? How is comfort 
experienced,  and is  there a sense 
of privacy? Aldo van Eyck’s vision 
al igns closely with this.  His sense 

o f  “homecoming”  was  no t  on ly 
a b o u t  t h e  b u i l t  e nv i r o n m e nt 
but  rather  about  the  emot iona l 
a nd  p s yc ho lo g i c a l  e x p e r i e nc e 
of  a  place,  and how th is  can be 
e n h a n c e d  t h r o u g h  t h o u g ht f u l 
architecture.

A ldo  van  Eyck  v iews  the  home 
as a place of  connection with the 
environment,  the community,  and 
the  pas t ,  and  he t  opposed  the 
modernis t  architecture that  was 
dominant in his t ime.  This vis ion 
is  closely l inked to the concept of 
heritage explored in this research.
It  i s  evident  that  a  great  deal  i s 
already known about the subjects 
that will be researched, as reflected 
i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y 
avai lable,  which far exceeds what 
has been written thus far  is  this 
theoretical  framework. Therefore, 
the quest ion must continual ly be 
posed:  How do I ensure that my 
research remains relevant?

This wil l  eventually be clear in the 
f inal  research report’s  l i terature 
review, which wil l  provide insight 
into how my research contributes 
to the exist ing body of knowledge. 
Current ly,  this  is  not  yet  doable, 
for not al l  the l i terature has been 
reviewed for exist ing knowledge.

literature
review

1.

2.

3.

a.

b.
c.

a.

c. c.
b.

a. b.
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With the  theoret ica l  f ramework 
now c learly  establ ished and the 
scope  o f  the  re search  de f ined , 
i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e 
methodology for conduct ing this 
research.  What resources and 
steps are necessary to product 
t h e  o u t c o m e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r 
implementat ion  in  the  f i na l 
design?

The approach chosen in this plan 
is  to address each sub-quest ion, 
ident i fy ing  the  key components 
necessary for  reaching a  f i t t ing 
conclusion.  Each sub-quest ion is 
organized as  fol lows,  numbered 
along with paged 13:

Vernacular architecture:

Definit ion:  A clear,  concise 
de f i n i t i o n  o f  ve r n acu l a r 
a rc h i te c t u re ,  i de nt i f y i n g 
the essent ia l  aspects  to be 
considered, a categorization 
o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d 
cu r re nt  u s a g e  s t a t i s t i c s . 
This sect ion wil l  provide a 
foundational definit ion that 
the rest  of  the research can 
reference.
Dutch  perspect ive :  Whi le 
ve r n a c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e 

h a s  b e e n  w ide ly  s t ud ie d 
internat ional ly,  the  Dutch 
p e r s p e c t i v e  r e m a i n s 
u n d e r e x p l o r e .  To  m a k e 
i n f o r m e d  s t a t e m e nt s  o n 
incorporating vernacularity 
i n t o  f i n a l  d e s i g n s ,  i t  i s 
crit ical  to identi fy relevant 
e lements  within the dutch 
c o ne x t .  T he  a i m  o f  t h i s 
sub-quest ion is  to create a 
toolbox of Dutch vernacular 
charac te r i s t i c s  to  in fo rm 
t he  r e s e a rc h  a nd  de s i g n 
process.
D e s i g n  d i r e c t i o n :  T h i s 
s c t i o n  w i l l  e x p l o r e 
p o s s i b l e  d i r e c t i o n s  i n 
which vernacular ity might 
be  integ rated  into  fu ture 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s . 
The exact  product  o f  th is 
a n a lys i s  i s  s t i l l  u nc le a r, 
a s  i t  w i l l  dep end  on  t he 
f indings from the previous 
quest ions.

Family dwelling within heritage:

Inventory  o f  her i t age :  To 
gain a c lear understanding 
o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  h e r i t a g e 
housing stock,  this  sect ion 

wi l l  generate an inventory 
that categorizes monuments 
and identi f ies key elements 
fo r  t he  up coming  de s i g n 
process.  This sub-quest ion 
w i l l  l i k e l y  p r o d u c e  a 
p ragmat ic  outcome,  such 
a s  a  l i s t  o r  m a t r i x  f o r 
o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e 
assets.
Current  usage  of  her i tage 
f o r  f u t u r e  p u r p o s e s : 
Understanding how heritage 
p rop e r t i e s  a re  cu r re nt ly 
adapted for  future uses  i s 
vital to contemporary design 
practices. This sub-question 
a i m s  t o  i d e n t i f y  m a i n 
t rans format ion  s t rateg ie s 
by engaging with her i tage 
a r c h i t e c t s ,  do c u me nt i n g 
t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i ve s ,  a n d 
c o mp a r i n g  c a s e  s t ud i e s . 
The intended outcome is  a 
detailed, comparative report 
or matrix that enables direct 
c o mp a r i s o n  o f  d i f f e r e nt 
design approaches.

Future home-like enviroments:

Foundat ion  o f  res ident i a l 
environments:  To grasp the 
func t iona l i ty  o f  d i f fe rent 

conducted thesis
 2nd semester

literature
review

1.

2.

3.

a.

b.
c.

a.

c. c.
b.

a. b.

a.

b.

c.

a .

b.

a.
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l iv ing  env i ronment s ,  th i s 
s e c t i o n  w i l l  f o c u s  o n 
f o u n d a t i o n a l  e l e m e n t s , 
h i s to r i c a l  evo lu t ion ,  and 
p e r s i s t e n t  f e a t u r e s .  A l l 
f indings wi l l  be presented 
in a clear overview.
Current residential  trends: 
bui ld ing on the preceding 
f indings,  this  sub-quest ion 
wi l l  analyze contemporary 
re s ident i a l  env i ronment s 
a n d  t h e  w ay s  i n  w h i c h 
people  current ly  adapt  to 
t he m .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  w i l l  b e 
organized in  a  s t ructured 
overview.
C o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  f u t u r e 
l i v i n g  s p ac e s :  T he  f i n a l 
design phase wil l  center on 
creating innovative,  modern 
l iv ing  environments .  This 
sub -ques t ion wi l l  explore 
p o t e n t i a l  s c e n a r i o s  a n d 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  f o r  s u c h 
e nv i r o n m e n t s  b a s e d  o n 
t he  p r e v i o u s ly  a n a lyz e d 
elements.  The precise form 
o f  t h i s  o u t c o m e  w i l l  b e 
def ined over the course of 
this research.

The”  what”  o f  th i s  re search  i s 
now clear,  and to systematical ly 

a n a l y s e  a n d  c o l l e c t  a l l  t h i s 
information,  the study is  divided 
into  s ix  d is t inct  methodolog ies. 
E a c h  s u b - q u e s t i o n  w i l l  b e 
assigned to one of these methods, 
wh i c h  a r e  f u r t he r  de f i n e d  i n 
the  fo l lowing  sec t ion  based  on 
de f i n i t i o n s  g ive n  by  d i f f e re nt 
sources.  The distr ibut ion of  the 
sub-quest ion is  presented in the 
scheme at the bottom of this page.

Literature research

“Literary Studies is  the study of 
written works of  the imagination, 
o f  w h i c h  p o e t r y,  d r a m a  a n d 
narrat ive f ict ion const itute today 
the most famil iar types or genres. 
Mos t  s tudent s  and  te achers  o f 
l i te rature ,  however,  see  i t  a s  a 
more complex matter.”

[L i te r a ry  S tud ie s  |  Un ive r s i t y 
o f  Kentucky  Col lege  o f  Ar t s  & 
Sciences,  n.d.]

Historical research

“His tor ica l  research represents 
a  s ys te m at i c  e nq u i r y  i nto  t he 
past  and an attempt to  separate 
true from f ict ional ized accounts 
of  histor ical  events,  based upon 

literature 
research

Involves analysing 
existing academic 

sources to 
understand current 

knowledge.
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past sources to 

understand historical 
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causes.
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a.

c. c.
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AIMED 
METHODOLOGY

b.

c.

the examinat ion of  a  wide range 
of  relevant source material .  This 
i s  a n  i mp o r t a nt  t a s k  b e c au s e 
history is  the source of  many of 
our ideas,  bel iefs  and customs. A 
better understanding of  the past 
places us in a more advantageous 
posit ion to appreciate change in 
the present and to try and learn 
from past mistakes.”

[Mcdowell ,  2013]

Descriptive research

A descriptive study is one in which 
information is  col lected without 
changing  the  environment  (  i .e . 
nothing is  manipulated).  Focuses 
on  ‘what ’  rather  than  ‘Why’  It 
i s  u s e d  to  ob t a i n  i n fo r m at io n 
concerning the current  status of 
the phenomena to describe “what 
exists” with respect to variable or 
educat ion in a s ituat ion.  Present 
trends,  bel iefs,  public mind, their 
v i ewp o int  and  a t t i t ude s ,  t he i r 
e f fe c t s  o r  deve lopment  o f  new 
trends are  descr ibed.  It  i s  done 
without inf luencing the subjects.

[Studies,  2022]
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Primary source study

A primary source provides direct 
or  f i rs thand ev idence  about  an 
event ,  ob j ec t ,  pe rson ,  o r  work 
of  ar t .  Pr imary sources  inc lude 
h is tor ica l  and lega l  documents , 
eyewi tness  accounts ,  resu l t s  o f 
e x p e r i me nt s ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a , 
pieces of  creat ive writ ing,  audio 
and video recordings,  speeches, 
and art  objects.

[ L i b Gu i d e s :  P r i m a r y  S o u r c e 
Research and Discovery: What Are 
Primary Sources?,  n.d.]

Trend analysis

“ T r e n d  a n a ly s i s  i nvo lve s  t h e 
u s e  o f  a n y  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f 
techn iques  based  on  h i s tor ica l 
d a t a .  T re nd  a n a ly s i s  i nvo lve s 
severa l  processes .  One process 
i s  spo t t ing  an  emerg ing  t rend , 
that  i s ,  ident i fy ing  a  change  in 
the  world  around us.  Second i s 
Trend extrapolat ion,  which is  the 
most straightforward and objective 
c o mp o ne nt  o f  t r e nd  a n a ly s i s . 
Extrapolat ion essential ly consists 
of  taking historical  data,  f i t t ing a 
curve to the data,  and extending 
the curve into the future.  Trend 

extrapolat ion assumes that things 
wi l l  keep changing in the future 
the way they have been changing 
in the past .  One s imply extends 
the l ine or  the curve forward to 
predict  where things wi l l  be at  a 
certain future t ime.”

[ “ Me t ho d s  a nd  App ro ac he s  o f 
Futures Studies,”  n.d.]

Scenario study

“Scenario planning is  the use of 
i nte rna l ly  cons i s tent  nar rat ive 
descr ip t ions  o f  poss ib le  s t ate s 
o f  a f f a i r s  o r  d e ve l o p m e nt  i n 
the  future .  Usua l ly,  a l te rnat ive 
scenarios are developed in order 
to a l low people to conceptual ize 
alternat ive futures and to clari fy 
possible consequences of  present 
developments and decis ions. 

A scenar io  i s  s imply a  ser ies  of 
events that we imagine happening 
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  O u r  e ve r yd ay 
t h i n k i n g  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  l i t t l e 
ve n t u r e s  i n t o  t h e  my s t e r i o u s 
w o r l d  o f  t o m o r r o w,  o r  n e x t 
week ,  o r  nex t  yea r.  And  the se 
ventures  are  scenar ios ,  though 
rare ly  as  we l l  deve loped as  the 
e l a b o r a t e  s c e n a r i o s  p r e p a re d 

b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s 
working for government agencies, 
t h e  m i l i t a r y,  a nd  c o m me rc i a l 
enterprises.”

[ “ Me t ho d s  a nd  App ro ac he s  o f 
Futures Studies,”  n.d.]
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Yet undefined 
product outcome. 
Future direction 

could be defined 
in different 

ways and will 
be evident 

throughout the 
proces.

Not sure how this 
part will turn out. 

The narratives 
seem to be a good 
way of conducting 
this research, but 

this will be evident 
throughout the 

proces

Yet undefined 
product. How 

this is going to 
come out, will be 

clear during the 
research 

proces.
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Conduct ing  the  research  us ing 
the previously out l ined methods 
prov ides  a  c lear  s t ruc ture  and 
valuable insights into the research 
p r o c e s s ,  H o w e v e r,  t h e  n e x t 
quest ion that  needs to  be asked 
is :  How does this information 
ultimately converge into a final 
conclusion?

To  CONCLUDE  t he  re s e a rch , 
a l l  information wi l l  be compiled 
into a  report ,  though the format 
o f  th i s  repor t  has  not  yet  been 
de te rm ined .  Th i s  w i l l  b e come 
c learer  as  the  process  unfolds ; 
none the le s s ,  I  a im  to  g ive  the 
report  a  creat ive and interest ing 
perspective and form.

Once  the  in format ion  has  been 
consolidated, a general conclusion 
wil l  be drawn from the research. 
T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  s e r v e s  t w o 
purposes:

To  p r o v i d e  i n p u t  f o r t  t h e 
cont inuat ion of  th is  process,  as 
the  research should  es tabl i sh  a 
foundat ion for  des ign work that 
wi l l  contr ibute to my graduat ion 
project.  Therefore,  the conclusion 

must have a pract ical  dimension, 
o f fe r i n g  c le a r  ent r y  p o i nt  fo r 
further development.

To expand my knowledge in the 
f i e ld  o f  c o nduc t i n g  r e s e a rc h . 
For this  purpose,  the conclusion 
does not  necessar i ly  need to  be 
pos i t ieve  o f  de f in i t ive .  What  i s 
essent ia l  is  the abi l i ty to review 
a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  c o m p l e t e d 
research for areas of improvement, 
wh i c h  w i l l  u l t i m a te ly  l e ad  to 
a  re f le c t ive  a s s e s sment  o f  t he 
process.

This REFLECTION  is  crucial  not 
only at the end of the research, but 
also earl ier on.  I  have structured 
the research plan with a cr it ical 
eye  on  whe the r  the  approach , 
volume and sequence of  steps are 
feasible for the upcoming quarter.

The research appears to consist 
of  two dist inct  parts :   a  pract ical 
c o mp o ne nt  a nd  a  mo re  op e n-
ended,  hypothet ica l  component. 
The practical part currently seems 
manageable,  with a clear direction 

that allow me to begin immediately. 
Th i s  phase  w i l l  conc lude  a f te r 
conduct ing  the  pr imary  source 
study.  The subsequent phase has 
been included because I  bel ieve 
i t  adds substant ia l  va lue to  any 
potent ia l  conclus ions.  However, 
I  a m  u nc e r t a i n  how  t h i s  p a r t 
w i l l  u l t imate ly  take  shape.  For 
now,  th i s  component  i s  not  the 
primary focus, as it  is  not entirely 
integrated with the f irs t  part ;  i t 
m ay  p rove  u n fe a s i b le  w i t h i n g 
the  se t  t imeframe.  To mainta in 
ambi t ion ,  I  p l an  to  re ta in  th i s 
par t  for  now,  wh i le  keep ing  in 
mind that it  may ult imately not be 
included in the f inal  conclusion. 
Never the less ,  the  research wi l l 
sti l l  offer meaningful contributions 
to my graduation project,  even i f 
the last  part  would fal l  out of  the 
process.

1.

2.

3.
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Yet undefined 
product outcome. 
Future direction 

could be defined 
in different 

ways and will 
be evident 

throughout the 
proces.

Not sure how this 
part will turn out. 

The narratives 
seem to be a good 
way of conducting 
this research, but 

this will be evident 
throughout the 

proces

Yet undefined 
product. How 

this is going to 
come out, will be 

clear during the 
research 

proces.

literature 
research

Involves analysing 
existing academic 

sources to 
understand current 

knowledge.

Involves researching 
past sources to 

understand historical 
contexts, trends and 

causes.

As part of quantative 
research this 

involves describing 
and explaining the 

characteristics. 

Involves studying 
original, firsthand 
documents and 

findings and 
architect-interviews.

Involves examining 
data over time to 
identify patterns, 

changes and future 
directions.

Involves exploring and 
analyzing possible 
future events by 

creating narratives 
based on assumptions.

historical
 research

descriptive
research

primary source
study

scenario
study

trend 
analysis

start 
final design

OVERALL
RESEARCH 

SCHEME

my 
interest

problem
statement

implementing
findings

main research
question

In what way can Dutch 
dwelling heritage utilize 
vernacularity to assist 

contemporary homecoming?

vernacular 
architecture

What is 
vernacular 

architecture?

How can the 
value of Dutch 

vernacular 
architecture be 

defined?

What could be 
the future of 

Dutch vernacular 
architecture?

future 
home-like

environments

What were 
the home-like 

environments of 
family dwellings 

in history?

Which scenarios 
are thinkable 

within the 
change of 

future home-like 
environments?

Which scenarios 
are thinkable 

within the 
change of 

future home-like 
environments?

What are the 
home-like 

environments 
of family 

dwellings 
in the 

present?

family dwelling
within heritage

In which 
categories can 
Dutch heritage, 

with the focus on 
family dwellings, 

be divided?

How are 
Dutch family 

dwellings under 
heritage being 
transformed 
right now?
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the interest as the base for the design assignment

inf
lue

nc
e 
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ch

 o
th

er?

do they allign?is there a connection available in the future?

i would like to extend my own previous analysis

influence each other

is there a co
nn

ec
tio

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

es
e?

input

is heritage directly vernacular archit e
cture?

in
p

ut

inp
ut

to consider possible flaw
s in the outcom

es

could there be alterations to this part, to change the research proces for the better?

was this part sufficient enough?

to check if it’s really releva
nt

theory and topic should be evident in both

theory and topic should be evident in both

SCHEMATIC 
OVERVIEW

he scheme presented in the previous 
chapters of  this  research plan has 
been progress ive ly  bui l t  upon to 
c lar i fy  how the research process 
as  a  whole is  interconnected.  The 
f i na l  que s t ion  I  a sk  i n  shap ing 
this  research plan is :  “How do all 
the different components of the 
research relate to one another?”

To  make  th i s  c lear,  connec t ions 
have been es tabl i shed with in the 
main structure,  indicating potential 

interdependencies,  supplementary 
aspects ,  or  resources  among  the 
various elements.

Th is  approach  he lps  d i s t ingu i sh 
the research’s two primary phases. 
The  f i rs t ,  more  pragmat ic  phase 
primari ly seeks connections within 
i t s e l f ,  wh i l e  t he  s e c o nd  ph a s e , 
s tar t ing  wi th  the  t rend ana lys i s , 
represents  a  more se l f - conta ined 
sect ion .  This  d iv i s ion  re in forces 
the sense that ,  even i f  the second 

p a r t  m i g ht  b e  l e s s  f e a s i b l e  t o 
fu l ly  implement ,  t he  s tudy  s t i l l 
cons t i tu te s  a  cohes ive ,  re levant 
whole.

It  i s  a lso good to see overlapping 
c o n n e c t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e  m a i n 
structure,  plan & process design, 
conducting research and f inishing. 
The  s tudy  thus  integ rate s  these 
parts  into a cohesive whole rather 
than treating them as isolated parts 
of  the research.

This  research forms a foundat ion 
for  a l igning my personal  interest 
w i th  the  goa l s  o f  my g raduat ion 
studio. 

A  s tudy  that  cont r i bu te s  to  my 
ac ade m ic  de ve lop me nt  t o  b e  a 
future architect .

1.

2.

3.

a.

b.
c.

a.

c. c.
b.

a. b.
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