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Little exercise
The stories behind the stones
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I remember
The feeling of walking inside

Your beautiful walls, pastel colours
And your outstanding height
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I remember
Your smell, the warm atmosphere

Ever since I was a child
I loved coming here
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I remember
My heart beating in my chest

You made me feel alive, connected to the present
Watching the past in peaceful rest
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I remember
The mysterious inner garden, a spiritual place

You made me feel surrounded
By a vibrant embrace
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I remember
Your spiral staircase, your ageing wood

The bridge with zebra pattern and sounds of joy
The memoirs of my childhood
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I remember
Your original purpose, a place to quarantine

A building designed for the Black Death
Which you have fortunately never seen
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I remember
That I was shocked to see that you were going up for sale

To this day I hope you will be in good hands
And the stories behind your stones will prevail



What & Why
The stories behind the stones
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Although there is a socio-cultural shift in
Dutch heritage care that calls for a more
participative and inclusive form of valuation,
existing valuation guidelines generally ‘do not
speak to the non-tangible aspects’.

Little is currently known about the
possibilities to systematically include these
social and ‘intangible’ aspects in both the
heritage valuation and design processes.
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‘Intangible’ aspects of architectural heritage

(Collective) memories, experiences, social meaning, people’s 
sense of identity, spatial qualities, spirit of place or other 
socio-cultural associations

Collaborative or ‘counter-mapping’
Involves the integration of archival evidence, such as maps 
and aerial photographs, with other qualitative research 
methods such as place-based oral history interviews, site 
walks with community members and audio-visual recordings
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Research question Design question

How can 'collaborative or counter-mapping' 
contribute to a more systematic and 
participatory approach to make the 
'intangible' aspects of architectural heritage 
(such as collective memories and social 
meaning) 'tangible', in order to serve as a 
guiding theme within the design process? 

How can I use the results from my research 
as guiding theme within the design process?

Design = Outcome
(Implementation of this method)



Plague house, Leiden

W
H

ER
E 

-
TH

E 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

• Listed building 
(17th century)

• Rich history: 
cultural-historical value

• Iconic building

• Sold in 2019: must 
remain a public building

• There is a lot of 
information available
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Spatial understanding and ‘narrative’ of 
the Plague house will function as the
guiding theme for the design phase

Tangible redesign of the 17th 
century Plague house, Leiden

Intangible aspects: stories
behind the stones



My aim
The stories behind the stones
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I personally aim for a more inclusive and people-centred way
of dealing with heritage, and would therefore like to explore
how I can strategically use certain elements of the so-called
'counter-mapping' methodology to give the social and
'intangible' aspects of heritage a more prominent place in
both the evaluation and the design process.

The ultimate goal is to come up with an innovative and
strategic mapping-based toolbox or methodology that will
function as a new addition to the existing valuation guidelines.
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Method & Results
The stories behind the stones
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A3 Map Plague house Envelope with stickers

Short explanation 
(including ethics)

Short survey on intangible 
aspects & future function

Explanation mapping 
exercise 
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Guiding theme
The stories behind the stones
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1. A concept that respects the identity of the building, but 
also responds to the needs and desires of the community

Architecture Plague house: Making the building more open 
and accessible, without losing its characteristic introverted 
nature
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/ Guiding theme: healthy escape, calm oasis, hidden gem

‘Leave the outside world behind’

‘A temporary escape’

‘Body, mind and spirit’

‘Health & wellbeing’

‘Art and contemplation’
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Architectural design
The stories behind the stones



My responsibility:
a dialogue, a balance and aiming for a 

synergy

EXPERT: CULTURAL-HISTORICAL NON-EXPERT: SOCIO-CULTURAL
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2. Making the building future-proof by treating it as a 
living object, without losing its essential and typical 
architectural / cultural-historical quality 

Architecture Plague house: Strengthen the relationship with 
the inner courtyard, without disrespectfully opening up the 
building to this end
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EXTRAVERTED
FAST

INTROVERTED
SLOW
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FLEXIBLE SPACE

ENTRANCE AREA
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3. A redesign that connects to both work domains, but at 
the same time manages to ‘excite’ and ‘surprise’

Architecture Plague house: Preserve and enhance the 'peace 
and serenity' of the courtyard, but at the same time make it a 
surprising and lively place (show a different view)
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VISIBLE
REMNANTS 
OVERPASS
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Thank you
The stories behind the stones


