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I. Archive as a typology



“The archive extends far beyond a mere repository of buildings.
It gives access to ideas, positions, education, knowledge and
images, and that across generations. It gives insight into the

social context in which designs were created. At the same time,
the archive shows alternatives. Archives are not repositories of
truths but places of research. They are incubators of new ideas,
breeding grounds for speculation about the future, ... Without

research or interpretation, the archive has little meaning.”

Sofie de Caigny, former director, Flemish Architecture Institute | VAi

Maquette room, VAi



archive - open archive - museum

Prats Nogueras Blanchard gallery,
Barcelona

CIVA’s Archive, Bruxelles

archive 



Prats Nogueras Blanchard gallery,
Barcelona

archive - open archive - exhibition



Moore D. (n.d.). Sir John Soane’s 
Museum - Dome Area

Reproduction of the photo throughout 
a model in scale 1:12,5

archive - open archive - museum - house museum



archive - open archive 

From the Het nieuwe insituut website



archive - open archive - digitalisation

From the Arkdes website



archive - open archive - digitalisation

From the VAi website



II. The VAi
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Flemish Architecture institute’s 
locations in Antwerp

Flemish architecture institute



International Arts Center De Singel, 
Antwerp
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III. If not De Singel, where?
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Flemish Architecture institute’s 
locations in Antwerp
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Competition for the reconversion of the Sint-Hubertus church, Bovenbouw



St. Hubertus kerk, Berchem, Antwerpen 



Inner courtyard as an entranceLow threshold entrance



Competition for the reconversion of the 
Sint-Hubertus church, Bovenbouw
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Empty Buildings in the nearby of De 
Singel
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Point of interest

Zuid

View from the BP-building, Antwerp



Lange Elzenstraat 123, Antwerpen



1936 
Lange Elzenstraat 123, Antwerpen

from the Felix Archive



Lange Elzenstraat 123, Antwerpen
Current Situation 
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Analysis of the context



Lange Elzenstraat 123, Antwerpen
Current ground floor plan 



Axonometric view of the current 
state



Under the shed



Lange Elzenstraat 123, Antwerpen
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Lange Elzenstraat 123, Antwerpen



The back of the shed 



IV. Syntesis
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The four elements



I. The shed



I. The shed
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I. The shed





II. The Corridor 

Corridor as a negotiation element



Room for an archive
Reflection on the domesticity of the spaces 

and the corridor as a expanding space

1:50

II. The Corridor 



II. The Corridor, the shed

Interaction between the shed and the 
corridor 



II. The Corridor, the archive, the shed 



1
mineral render 
hemp blocks as infill and insula-
tion
PCS natural interior plaster

2 
dry wall
hemp fiber insulation panels
reinforced concrete structure 
hard insulation 
waterproof membrane 
root barrier
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II. The Corridor 



Depot: 
controlled temperature and humidity
18–22°C
45–55% RH

Workspace: 22°C

Archive spaces: 20-22°C
Workshop: climatised 
space 20°C

Under the shed: semi 
climatised space 
16-17°C

Rain water collection

Techincal space
HVAC

Techincal space
HVAC

Climate diagram



III. The Archive
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III. The Archive  



III. The Archive
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IV. The Courtyards



IV. The Courtyards

Facades overlapping



Facade’s proposal

IV. The Courtyards



IV. The Courtyards

A permeable facade as a gathering 
opportunity



IV. The Courtyards

An open theatre



IV. The Courtyards

A courtyard as a moment of tran-
sition



A courtyard to create a relation 
with the School and the companies 



A courtyard to create a relation 
with the School and the companies 



A more intimate courtyard



A more intimate courtyard




