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The posed problem,

1. Supplied solutions by architects,
NGOs and other aid organizations
often not meeting the demand of
users in a post-disaster context

2. The current lack of focus on
public spaces versus housing in
Antakya, while they actually could
offer relief for many of the
victims

3. The ‘Culture of Forgetting’ in
which many of the Turks, after
something impactful as this
happens, major changes in
behaviour over time are yet to be
seen and people tend to get back
to ‘how it was before’ rather than
going to a more resilient
construct

research questions and

“How can a Space of Gathering offer
relief on the short term and generate
resilience within a community on the
long term in the post-disaster context of
Antakya?




design assignment in which these result. An attempt to the design of such a
Space of Gathering which adhere in the
offering of relief and the production of
resilience. In this case the site for this
project will be the district of Kuzeytepe,
since I have held my participatory
workshops as part of my research in the
village of Ornek Evler which lies in this
district as well. From the research this
seems to turn into a multi-function
complex with a natural environment as
central component. Derived from the
participatory workshops, initial ideas for
the functions are: A modern
interpretation of a Darussifa (Ottoman
Healing house), a tea garden and a
sport function. This due to their inherent
relation to a natural environment and
the way their amenities can confluence.

Process

Method description

Rooted in the theoretical framework, a methodology for this research has been
composed. This combines a Research-through-Design (RtD) and a Participatory Action
Research (PAR) approach (PARtD). The RtD methodology integrates design practices
and processes as a central component of investigation. In this case, the act of
‘designing’ is not just a means of applying or testing existing knowledge but itself is a
method of inquiry. I argue that the exploration towards a Space of Gathering (S.0.G.)
which offers the said relief and resilience is best done along such a method, since it
will need to involve a kind of ‘testing and feedback’ cycle. Moreover, does the
participatory approach embedded in the proposed temporal framework rely on the
premises of researching and generating ideas along design tools. In the same vein, lies
the important notion that this RtD is not done by mere experiments conducted by
myself. Building forth on the proposed temporal framework, this research aims to find
results along the participatory design strategies throughout the different phases of the
so-called S.o0.G.-production. For this reason, the RtD strategy does not hold up by itself,
yet needed to be supplemented with elements of the PAR approach; which focusses
on the social context and actively involves this context, its communities, their members
and their opinion, which is exactly what the participatory design approach is all about.

Within my research, this PARtD method has taken the shape of a multiple-part
structure. Herein, firstly a preliminary Space of Gathering-checklist has been designed.




Then, within the checklist, the parts which have been considered to be
“open”/ambiguous in the way that they can be manifested, have been identified. These
are: 1) Function, 2) Location, 3) Safety & Comfort, 4) Organization and 5)
Recognizability. From there, these open parts have been converted into scenarios,
upon which several P.D. toolboxes have been developed to discuss these said scenarios
with the sample groups from the Ornek Evler village during two participatory workshop
sessions. Eventually the validity of the P.D. toolboxes, the scenarios and the list of
requirements have been discussed contraversim upon which an advice for the
establishing of such Spaces of Gathering has been given. Having done so, the
foundation for the design project lies in the revised checklist of requirements, and
further fed by the outcomes of the workshops.

Figure 1 Methodology: 1) establish prel. List or Requirements; 2) Identify "Open" parts; 3)Create Scenarios along prel. research; 4) Turn
into Participatory toolboxes; 5) conduct Participatory workshops; 6) evaluate toolboxes; 7) evaluate scenarios 8) evaluate and update list
or requirements
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On the verge of a new chapter

Graduation Reflection Essay

Tijs Reijer van der Eng

Explore Lab 2023-24

Introduction

This last year which concludes my time as a student, has been an exciting one. Throughout the last 10
months I felt like everything I have done thus far throughout my years of study, the internships | have
done as well as during the little work | have already been able to do “professionally”, all led up to this
graduation year. This therefore also came with the necessary melancholic reminiscences about courses
which | have done, teachers and tutors who inspired me and reflecting back on how | myself
developed into something which is coming close to an architect.

I find it generally interesting to see, that whereas in other fields of study, after one is finished with
their studies they often are that for which they have studied, | cannot by a long shot consider myself
an Architect with a capital A. | think that in fields like these, the crafts which make up these fields of
work, the skill is something honed and developed forever, like a skilled artisan. This has at times given



me a little scare, but most of the time excites me throughout, as it promises me a future in which | will
be learning continuously and do not have to fear running out of things to like, things to be curious
about or learning new skills.

My graduation Track

My graduation project in the shape it has unfolded, would never had had this form, if | had not gone to
Tiirkiye last year to work there. This in its turn would have not happened if I hadn’t meet my now dear
friend and colleague Zulal on the coincidental encounter in the heart of Bologna where | was visiting
my brother. | do think however, that it was almost meant to be. Looking at the work and internships |
had done in which I explored sub-fields of architecture which aren’t necessarily heavily represented in
the bachelor’s (or masters) curriculum, combined with the master courses I had done the year prior to
my departure to Turkiye, it all makes forms a perfect picture in my optic. The focus on small(er)-scale
architecture, which allows for a much more in-depth exploration on the human-scale experience has
something that over the years captured my preference. | feel that often when the projects get bigger,
they tend to foster ‘an idea’ or ‘concept’ more than how people from their perspective will actually
experience and live those spaces and places. | therefore appreciate studios like the Form Studies and
Interiors Buildings Cities which | was luckily able to participate in. This combined with writing a
thesis on Japanese Woodblock prints and their relation to architectural expression and diving into
experimental techniques during Making all together became the perfect storm for a gradation project.

All taken into consideration, I cannot imagine doing another studio than Explore Lab. And | would
recommend it to all future graduation students. Shaping your own project in its research and design
development allows you to deep dive and be confronted with yourself as a student, architect, person
and user all at once. In my experience this has helped me greatly into thinking also about what can or
should be next for me. In my case, it for example showed me that | cannot or want not to work merely
behind a computer, but need to work with my hands as well. In that same train of thought, am |
convinced that it would do all students of this and other architectural faculties good to experience a
hands-on application of their studies. | know of many of my fellow students who have been studying
already for years but never touched a brick so to say. | therefore would also press the dean and faculty
to look good into their curricular structure and perhaps even be as bold to just stick another year to the
bachelor in which student can (obligatory) dive into internships and the practical side of the field.
Taking these abstract ideas and drawings away from the table into something practical will generate a
much better relation between “the architect” and other actors involved in these building processes.

The Research, Design and Methodologies

Even though the graduation year is divided into a ‘research’ semester and ‘design’ semester, my
research is ongoing until the very end and probably even beyond that. This is of course a blessing and
a curse when one shapes their own graduation project like that within Explore Lab. After the P2, in
which we present our research outcomes I found myself diving into many other small studies
necessary for shaping my design project. | look back on this way of research as rather successful. Of
course there are always things that can be developed further or certain deep dives which have seemed
unnecessary in hindsight. But then again, a year suddenly becomes a short year when it is a graduation
year. | am very pleased to see however, to which extent the research | have conducted is interwoven
into every part of my design, leading into what | would (humbly) call a rather complete project.

I furthermore think that the participatory way of working and workshops | developed could be used in
a broader way, beyond this specific topic (participation in a post-disaster context; which is a topic
which in itself already has so much to still dive deeper into).



Still, the methodology and theoretical framework | developed for my project came with an inherent
problem which | was going to run into no matter what. | also describe this in my discussion, but the
fact that | pose that these participatory trajectories are to be run along the whole line of a project and
then myself only involve the people in the research stage has a hypocritical odor to it. This is
something | am aware of, and if | had the appropriate time and funds this of course would have looked
different and would have me going back once or twice more the least.

The Larger Value

As | stated, this project feels like the accumulation of all the previous I have done. This includes my
general way of working on projects. | have this tendency to bring a lot of different elements together
and making it work. This has often worked for, but sometimes also against me. And every time | tell
myself: “next time I am going not to go down such a rabbit hole again”. Within my graduation project
this ‘bundling of ideas’ did however make a return to some extent. I do have the feeling that
nonetheless it worked in my favor this time around and resulted into a project which tackles all facets
throughout all scales and layers. Of course the danger embedded in this, is that certain things are not
worked out into the greatest detail. Within this specific project however, this is also not the most
important. But rather the ideas which flourished along the line of this project are to be valued for their
usage on a larger research and practical application base. | argue that the outcomes of this project
could be used directly in the field, if not for the technical application, then at least as an directing
incentive for the critical needs as explained throughout my research. The idea is then also to take this
project back to my colleagues in Tirkiye and see to which extend it can be used by them and
hopefully lead to an actual change; again, if not in a 1:1 execution, than at least as an eye-opener of
how people could actually shape an harmonious environment. One that serves them and they can rely
on. And one in which the architect and other actors in charge are challenged by these same eye-opened
people upon which they will have to actually act.

Transferability

Throughout the course of this project, the ideas, results and solutions have been heavily built upon
long histories of knowledge and research. This can be seen in the research on participatory design
methodology and the development of the checklist of requirements, as well as the design part of the
project where techniques and solutions are based upon century-old techniques, informing the project
throughout its layers and scales. In this same vein, | believe that this project can be taken into the opus
of this direction of research within our field of architecture within being a redundancy.

Further Thoughts
On Explore Lab and the faculty | have called my second home over the last 6 years

As stated before, | would motivate my fellow future graduates to indulge in Explore Lab, whether they
feel comfortable or uncomfortable with working in such a manner. Especially the latter, as often from
such discomfortability, beautiful things can sprout. | do see of course the issue for many students in
this who (and I speak for myself as well) are afraid of ‘failure’ or in other cases just want to create a
project fit for their portfolio as this is the verge of a new chapter for us and the pressure seems to get
increasingly tighter with the years. | think the faculty can play an important role in here and motivate
students to keep exploring and testing as that is what a research-based university should be for an
should be stimulating. Architects (can) play an important role in society as culture-creators rather than
culture-followers. It is therefore important that this faculty keeps being the fertile soil for this cause. In



my experience, | am most pleased with my study time here and have never visited another faculty
from any study, which | found as pleasant as our very own TU Delft Architecture home base. I think it
does a good job in stimulating exploration and preparing these culture-creators. The problem however
is, that once they step out of the door here with a diploma under their arm, they fall into a world where
established offices with established (often old male) architects who surpassed their retirement age
already years ago, who have very clear ideas about architecture, fueled by the idealization of the
modernistic regiment which has made up much of the educational direction over the last 50 years. So
once our dear students end up within these offices, they get trained along these sometimes old-
fashioned ideas and ways of working, getting drained from their exploratory mindset, which has been
carefully nurtured by the faculty and slowly lose the ability to become the culture-creators which we
need. | therefore would love to see the faculty see how they can play a role in bringing this pre- and
post-graduation mindsets closer together. As for me, I am not done exploring yet and will do so until
the very end.



