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01. Introduction





Introduction
Morocco



Introduction
Casablanca



Introduction
Tourist side



Introduction
Daily reality



Cite verticale - Ecochard

Introduction
History of housing developments

Cite horizontale - Ecochard



02. Ad Hoc interventions
Research on site



Ad Hoc interventions
Changes in the environment



Ad Hoc interventions
Changes in the environment



Ad hoc
A purpose immediatly fulfilled, with the resources that are at hand.

- Charles Jencks -

BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT

AD HOC
INTERVENTION

FORM
TECHNIQUE

COMMUNICATION

TIME 
INTERESTS 
RESOURCES

USE

PROTECTION
MOVEMENT

CAPACITY
IDENTITY

ACTORS

Ad Hoc interventions
Supporting theory



Don’t climb over
my wall!

I´m hot!! 
The sun is burning!

It’s easy to drill and 
no one seems to own it.

These stools look 
improvised, but 
I’m eating cheap!More 

customers!!

I’m passing this 
alley on a daily basis!

I´m hot too!! 

You’re blocking 
our way!

My products 
need protection
form rain and sun!

Hey, do you 
need some 
oranges?

The market is 
slowing us down!

I want to go up! 
And use the 
wall for shade!

Result

Result

Result

Result

Result

Result

Form
Technique
Communication
Use

Ad Hoc interventions
Use drawing



No street vendors

This path is only 
wide enough to 
pass. No event is 
possible

Steel panels! Come 
on, it’s impossible 
to climb!

Never try to put 
market stall behind 
this fence. I have an 
eye on you

I cannot push my 
car up to sidewalk 
anymore!

It’s too narrow! No 
space for stalls

Ahhh, a place to sit

Don´t enter my property!

Lots of space for walking!

Buy your lemons here!

Ad Hoc interventions
Position of the architect



03. Quality of Informality 
Project proposal



Quality of Informality 
Relevance



Quality of Informality 
question



Quality of Informality 
Project proposal



Explore the possibility of a formal framework, that can 
be informalized in order to contribute to a resilient, 

viable neighbourhood.

Quality of Informality 
Project proposal



Contradiction between openness and identity

Relation between the formal and the informal

Quality of Informality 
Project proposal



04. Formal framework
Precedents study

Starting points



Formal framework
Precedents study

Dutch precedents 
Structure and infill
Diagoon houses

Moroccan precedents 
Levels of clustering around relatively 

public outside spaces



What is the relation between the structure and infill?
How is dealt with the character of the spaces?

Dutch precedents 
Structure and infill
Diagoon houses



Regional plan

Urban plan

Zoning plan 

Support layer

Infill

Furniture

Dutch precedents 
Theorie of structure and infill



Regional plan

Urban plan

Zoning plan 

Support layer

Infill

Furniture

Dutch precedents 
Theorie of structure and infill



Quality of licht Diverse relation Articulated shape

Dutch precedents 
Accomodating potential



What are the key aspects of the history of the housing 
development in Casablanca?

What is the effect of time on it?

Moroccan precedents 
Ecochard



Rooms clustered around patio Houses clustered around alley Alleys clustered around courtyard

Moroccan precedents 
Levels of clustering around relatively 
public outside spaces
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Nouvelles Medinas Settlements quarters 

The word "medina" comes from Arabic and means the 
grown Arab city with all urban radio functions. 

 
From the built by Europeans "Arab settlements" contains 
were "new" Medina: the former pure sleeping quartiere 
without municipal functions have been transformed into 
urban areas. These processes can be summarized by the 
term Medinaisation. 
The residents took the settlements made available to them 
in ownership and adapted them through continuous 
ALTERATION the building structure their needs and life 
style on. Housing, employment, trade and commerce form 
the basis of the daily life of the population. Today the 
former settlements can be read as a standalone quarters 
and as such form an essential part of the urban fabric of 
Casablanca. 

 
 
 
 
 

Panorama of the main square of Carrières Centrales 

Moroccan precedents 
Levels of clustering
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original building type, expandiertTypengrundriss, 1953  
 

today Living marriage times  patio 

Moroccan precedents 
Extending low rise



Moroccan precedents 
Extending high rise



Starting points
Accomodating potential



Starting points
Levels of clustering

Square

	 cluster of one district

Courtyard

	 cluster of 5-20 houses

Patio

	 cluster of rooms



Starting points
Layers of stability: Urban plan

ARTICULATED FORM

URBAN PLAN



FORMAL FRAMEWORK

Starting points
Layers of stability: Formal framwork



INFILL

Starting points
Layers of stability: Infill



USE

Starting points
Layers of stability: Use



Location
Sidi Moumen

High Density
Mixed Use
Common Goal



Location
Sidi Moumen



Result

render of housing



05. Development of the open space
Precedents study

Typology of the void



Development of the open space
Precedents study

Previ Lima
Open space as stuctural element

Theory of the carpet 
Determination of space



How to use patio’s as the formal framework?
What are the effects of the configuration of open spaces?

Previ Lima
Analysis in Time Builds!



Previ Lima
Configuration of patio’s

One main patio

Multiple main patio’s

Buffer zone for transition No buffer zone



Previ Lima
Configuration of patio’s



The first delimination of space in a territory.

Reading of the carpet
Analysis in Time Builds!



Border Field Niche

Reading of the carpet
Definition of the space



Reading of the carpet
Layering of the border



Reading of the carpet
Layering of the border



Development of the open space
Typology of the void





06. Test on location



Urban plan
Current situation









Urban plan
Relation with the surrounding context












Urban plan



Urban plan
Connection



Urban plan
2 public squares



Urban plan
Cultural square

Open 
Events 
Sightlines



Urban plan
Market square

Enclosed 
Daily encounter
Accesibility



Urban plan
Heightaccents



Urban plan
Market square



Market square
District clustered around open spaces





Market square
Voids





Market square
Effect of formal framework



Low rise
Maquette

Minimum of 1 patio
Connection to the courtyard
Space for solid and stairs

Patio Stairs Solid
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Low rise
One household
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Low rise
Load bearing structure



Low rise
Perforated brick

40 natural stone
Waterproofing
40 extruded polyester thermal insulation
200 prefabricated concrete floor elements
150x210 concrete beam

45 concrete floor
under floor heating
20 insulation
waterproof layer
200 prefabricated concrete

10 gypsum plaster
60 thermal insulating plaster
150 horizontally perforated brick
10 gypsum plaster

70 plastered perforated wall
Inward opening window

45 tiling natural stone
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Light
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Ventilation



Ventilation
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Relation
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Relation



Articulated form
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Articulated form



Thank you for listening


