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Blockades within the city of Basel 
Source: Diener, R (et al), 2005, Switzerland: An 
Urban Portrait, ETH Studio Basel, Birkhauser, Basel.  



DE LOCATIE 
HIRZBRUNNEN, BASEL, CH 
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•  Dichtbij het centrum van Basel 
•  Recreatieve (rest) functies 
•  Natuurreservaat langs de Rijn 
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DE GRENZEN 

•  Ringweg om Basel 
•  Spoor 
•  De rivier 
•  De grens met Duitsland 
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DE FRAGMENTEN 

•  Volkstuinen, woningen en sportvelden: actoren in het gebied 
•  Verdiepte wegen parallel aan de rivier  
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De gefragmenteerde situatie qua controle en ruimtelijke indeling in 
Hirzbrunnen Zuid blokeert de samenhang van het lokale stedelijke weefsel, de 
samenhang met de schaal van de stad en de expressie van de kwaliteiten van 
het gebied.	  

PROJECT KADER 
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DE OPDRACHT 
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Onderzoek	  
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•  Focus on the route over the powerplant and back 
•  The eastern part is less used by the big amount of allotmentgardens 
•  Inhabitants could not name their favourite place 



Framed Space vs. Free space 25	  



Framed	  Space	  vs.	  Free	  space	   26	  

De huidige situatie 
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Het tussenland 
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De nieuwe infrastructuur 
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Groene verbindingen met de Rijn 
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De uitkijkpunten 
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Enclaves in het tussenland 
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De introductie van nieuwe enclaves 
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Het afmaken van de stad 
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Nieuwe plekken 
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Een verbindende route 
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The current situation
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Population Basel Landschaft
278.000

Population Basel Stadt
168.000

Amount of Allotment Gardens
5711 parcels (798 on Hirzbrunnen area)

All gardens dissapeared 
around 1860

Food production Leisure and recreation Food production  Leisure and recreation

First little gardens are established 
outside of the citywalls by the poorer 
part of the population

1865 Dr. Schreiber an orthopeadelo�
gist was the founder of the garden�
movementin Germany, Leipzig.

During WO II the highest amount of 
allotmentgardens is measured, even 
sportfields are cultivated to produce 
food

8400

After WO I Basel has over 5000 
private gardens and 3400 of the 
kanton.

1925 Great unsecurity of lease, 
gardens can be taken away without 
compensation. This leads to the first 
grossratsbesluss about the lease of 
small gardens

In 1944 the amount of gardens is 
reduced to  use the space to 
construct needed appartments 

50’s-70’s
Gardens change from nurishing and 
agricultural function into an exten�
sion of the urban house because of 
the lack of private outside space

Today
- The allotment gardens are losing 
popularity.
- There is an atmosphere of 
anonymity in the gardens 
- Lack of families, more used by 
foreign inhabitants
- Increasing change of function of 
the gardens
-Leasing periods become shorter, 
mostly canceled after 1-3 years.
-Gardens need a lot of time invested, 
nowadays it is hard to manage. 
-A public parc is more contemporary.
-Integration of the allotments with 
housing can be an option as well to 
take away the traveltime to the 
garden and make them more 
accesible.
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EEN OVERZICHT 

De bebouwingsstructuur 

De groene verbindingen 

Twee atmosferen 
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DE UITKIJKPUNTEN 
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De huidige situatie 
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NAAR DE ONTWERP STUDIE 
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Het huidige voorstel 
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Het voorstel van deze ontwerpstudie 
 

/58	  



Framed Space vs. Free space 56	  



Framed Space vs. Free space 57	  


