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Abstract

This thesis investigates the conserved currents of spinor fields. These can be computed
through Noether’s theorem, which links symmetries to conserved quantities. This requires the
transformation behaviour of spinors, which is given using the Clifford algebra. Furthermore,
other relevant concepts for describing spinors, such as vector bundles and connections, are
introduced. Finally, the concept of a universal spinor bundle is introduced, which can be
used to describe spin- 12 particles under the effect of and as a cause of gravity.
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Introduction

The main purpose of this thesis is to show how to derive the stress-energy tensor and other
currents for spinor fields using Noether’s theorem. This is done in a way that should be com-
prehensible to bachelor’s students of physics and mathematics. The main prerequisite is basic
differential geometry. This is covered by the reader Introduction to differential geometry by B.
Janssens[1], from which most notation is also taken. The same information can be found in the
books [2] and [3]. Some topology is also used, which can be found in [4].
Noether’s theorem was first published by Emmy Noether in 1918 and provides a way to link sym-
metries to conservation laws. In particular given a Lagrangian and a symmetry of the Lagrangian
it gives a way to compute conservation laws. This can be used to compute the stress-energy ten-
sor, which corresponds to translational symmetries. This tensor serves as a source term in
Einstein’s field equations, which govern the curvature of the universe as a consequence of mat-
ter. In general relativity, this curvature of spacetime is the cause of gravity. Hereby, Noether’s
theorem provides a way to link types of matter to gravity.

The type of matter we want to describe in this thesis is an electron, or more generally a spin-12
particle. These are mathematically modelled by objects called spinors. Spinor fields are spinors
defined on all of spacetime, which are used in quantum field theory. This theory describes the
interactions of particles through the electromagnetic, weak nuclear, and strong nuclear forces.

We start in section 1 with Noether’s theorem, which gives a way to calculate the stress-energy
tensor from the Lagrangian of a theory. This process does have complications, as the stress-
energy tensor obtained through this process is usually not symmetric, though general relativity
uses symmetric stress-energy tensors. These symmetric stress-energy tensors are usually derived
by varying the matter Lagrangian with respect to the metric tensor. This yields the formula

Tµν = −2
δLm

δgµν
(1)

in which the tensor Tµν is clearly symmetric, as the metric tensor gµν is symmetric. This means
the stress-energy tensor obtained through Noether’s theorem should also be symmetric. We also
immediately show how to apply the theorem by considering an electromagnetic field, which will
be familiar to physics students.

Section 2 then gives a description of spinors as elements of a vector space C4, which transform
under Lorentz transformation through the so-called spin group.

Section 3 introduces vector bundles, which are ways to put a copy of a vector space at each
point of spacetime, and connections, which generalize directional derivatives of a function along
a vector field. These are used to define spinor fields, along with their Lagrangian, which is shown
to be Lorentz invariant, meaning they look the same in any inertial system. This then allows us
to calculate the stress-energy tensor for spinor fields.

Finally, section 4 considers a description of spinors coupled to gravity. Using variational
principles, like Noether’s theorem, on the bundles used in this description requires some care, as
a variation on spacetime can change the metric g, which describes gravity. This change in the
metric then changes the bundle on which the spinor fields exist. To counteract this issue, the
universal spinor bundle is introduced, the fields on this bundle are a combination of a gravita-
tional field and a spinor field, which allows for variational techniques.

I would like to thank my supervisors Bas Janssens and Yaroslav Blanter for their guidance
and feedback on this thesis.
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1 Noether’s Theorem

Noether’s theorem links symmetries to conserved quantities. This theorem gives a way to cal-
culate so-called Noether currents and in particular the stress-energy momentum tensor. We will
introduce the theorem through Lagrangian formalism in subsection 1 and prove the theorem in
subsection 2.

In subsection 3 we use Noether’s theorem to derive some well-known results from classical
mechanics.

Subsection 4 discusses the stress-energy tensor, which is important in general relativity. Using
Noether’s theorem to derive this tensor does have some complications, one of which can be solved
using a method outlined in subsection 5, which discusses the moment tensor.

Finally, we compute these two tensors for the theory of electromagnetism in subsection 6.

1.1 Noether’s Theorem

To formulate Noether’s theorem we look at the description given by Forger and Römer [5], for
which we recall Lagrangian formalism and introduce some conventions.

1.1.1 Lagrangian Formalism

A field is a function on spacetime taking values in some vector space V denoted as φ : R4 → V .
For a given coordinate system xµ = (x0, x1, x2, x3) we can take the partial derivatives of the
field with respect to the coordinates, we will denote these as ∂µ = ∂

∂xµ . The µ labels the
different coordinates of spacetime, where we often give the time coordinate label 0. In standard
coordinates for spacetime we have xµ = (ct, x, y, z), with c the speed of light, used to give all
coordinates the same units.

A Lagrangian is a real-valued function of the field values and the values of the partial derivates
up to some finite order at some point in spacetime, and may furthermore depend explicitly on
spacetime. The Lagrangian can be written as L(φ(x), ∂φ(x), x). If we leave the spacetime
dependence of all the functions implicit, we instead have L(φ, ∂φ). This Lagrangian can be used
to define the action functional

S[φ] =

∫
Ω
dnxL(φ, ∂φ), (2)

of which a physical field is a stationary point by the principle of least action. Such a stationary
point is a field that satisfies the Euler-Lagrange equations

∂µ

(
∂L

∂(∂µφi)

)
=

∂L
∂φi

, (3)

where the i labels the coordinates for the vector space V , when given a basis.

1.1.2 Conventions

Before introducing Noether’s theorem, we introduce Einstein summation convention and the
Minkovski inner product. Hereafter spacetime coordinates will always be labelled by Greek
letters such as µ, ν or κ and the vector space will often be labelled by Latin letters like i, j or
k, unless they are directly related to the spacetime coordinates. Furthermore, any time these
labels are repeated they are implicitly summed over. This means we can write a vector v ∈ V
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as vibi =
∑

i v
ibi, where the bi are vectors in a basis of V with the vi the components of v with

respect to this basis.
The Minkovski inner product is a bilinear form on R4. When spacetime is given the standard

coordinates xµ=(ct,x,y,z), the inner product is given by η(v, w) = ηµνv
µwν , were the vµ, wν are

the coordinates of v, w with respect to the standard basis and

ηµν =


1 0 0 0
0 −1 0 0
0 0 −1 0
0 0 0 −1

 .

Then, to introduce Noether’s theorem, we introduce the meaning of a symmetry. This is
done using Lie groups, which are smooth manifolds G with a smooth group multiplication ◦ :
G×G → G that makes the manifold a group. Suppose we have some group action of a Lie group
G on the fields, which we denote g ◦φ for g ∈ G and fields φ. If S[φ] = S[g ◦φ] for all g ∈ G and
fields φ, then the action functional S is invariant under a group action of the Lie group G and
G is called a symmetry group of S. To calculate the conserved current we take a one-parameter
subgroup of G. A one-parameter subgroup is given by a parametrisation

φ : R → G

that is also a group homomorphism. That is

φ(s) ◦ φ(t) = φ(s+ t).

We denote the parameter as ε, and subsequently denote the elements of the subgroup by Λε

with Λ0 the identity element of G. The action of this subgroup gives a change in the spacetime
coordinates of x → x′ = Λε(x). To determine the new field φ′(x′), we consider the value at
Λ−1
ε (x′), as this gets moved to x′ by the change in coordinates. This field then gets another

change by the action of Λε that makes the transformation a symmetry. The precise nature of
this transformation is determined by the transformation Λε and the vector space V , though for
the proof we assume that this action is known. For instance for scalar fields this action is trivial,
i.e. Λε ◦ φ = φ. We will also see in subsection 6 that 1-forms, such as the electromagnetic
potential, rotate the direction opposite to the rotation of the base space. The action of this
subgroup gives a transformation

x → Λε(x) =: Λεx , φ(x) → Λε ◦ φ(Λ−1
ε x) =: φε(Λ

−1
ε x). (4)

G is assumed to be a symmetry group of the action functional S, so the action of any element
g ∈ G leave S invariant. In particular the action of elements Λε ∈ G leave S invariant. Thus,
S[φ] = S[φε], and in particular d

dεS[φε] = 0. We can use this identity to derive a so-called
Noether current Jµ from this symmetry. This will be a conserved quantity as its divergence
vanishes

∂µJ
µ = 0.

Before performing any of the computational steps of the proof we clarify some notation. The
derivative ∂µ is the total derivative with respect to a coordinate, where we assume the coordinates
to be independent. The partial derivative of φ(x) with respect to a coordinate is denoted ∂φ

∂xµ .
For functions that only depend explicitly on the coordinates, these two are the same. However,
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the Lagrangian depends implicitly on these coordinates through the field variables φ(x) and
derivatives ∂φ. This means that the total derivative is

∂µL =
∂L
∂φi

∂µφ
i +

∂L
∂(∂νφi)

∂µ(∂νφ
i) +

∂L
∂xµ

(5)

Moreover, we define the direction of the infinitesimal variation in the base space by Xµ
B :=

d
dε(Λε(x))

µ|ε=0. Then, by the product rule

0 =
d

dε
x

∣∣∣∣∣
ε=0

=
d

dε
Λ−1
ε Λε(x)

∣∣∣∣∣
ε=0

=
d

dε
Λ−1
ε (x)

∣∣∣∣∣
ε=0

+
d

dε
Λε(x)

∣∣∣∣∣
ε=0

,

so d
dε(Λ

−1
ε (x))µ

∣∣
ε=0

= −Xµ
B. Similarly, we define Xi

F = d
dεφ

i
ε

∣∣
ε=0

for the field space. Here, φi
ε

are the components of the transformed field with respect to the basis of V . Lastly, we note that
the total derivative ∂µ is ∂µ(φε(Λ

−1
ε x)) = ∂ν(φε)(Λ

−1
ε x)∂µ(Λ

−1
ε x)ν by the chain rule.

1.2 Proof Noether’s Theorem

Using conventions introduced in the previous subsection, we can now prove Noether’s theorem.
The main idea of this proof will be to rewrite the symmetry condition

d

dε
S[φε] = 0

to an integral that, when evaluated at zero, has the form∫
Ω
dnx ∂µJ

µ = 0.

This then gives an expression of the current Jµ, which is conserved as the integral is zero for any
Ω. Then, to start the proof, we suppose that the transformation (4) leaves the action functional
S invariant. Then

0 =
d

dε

∫
Ω′

dnx′ L(φε(Λ
−1
ε x′), ∂φε(Λ

−1
ε x′), x′)

=
d

dε

∫
Ω
dnxL(φε(x), ∂φε(x)∂Λ

−1
ε (x),Λεx) det

(
∂(Λεx)

ν

∂xµ

)
=

∫
Ω
dnx

d

dε
L(φε(x), ∂φε(x)∂Λ

−1
ε (x),Λεx) det

(
∂(Λεx)

ν

∂xµ

)
.

Here, due to the change in the base space the region Ω changes to Ω′ = {Λε(x)|x ∈ Ω}. We first
use the substitution x′ = Λεx to make the boundary independent of ε, so that we can take d

dε
inside of the integral. Then by the product rule the integrand splits into two parts

d

dε
(L(φε(x), ∂φε(x)∂Λ

−1
ε (x),Λεx)) det

(
∂(Λεx)

ν

∂xµ

)
+ L(φε(x), ∂φε(x)∂Λ

−1
ε (x),Λεx)

d

dε
det

(
∂(Λεx)

ν

∂xµ

)
Then by Jacobi’s identity second part is

Lε det

(
∂(Λεx)

ν

∂xµ

)
tr
(

∂xα

∂(Λεx)ν
d

dε

∂(Λεx)
ν

∂xµ

)
.
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At ε = 0 this becomes

Ltr

(
δαν

d

dε

∂(Λεx)
ν

∂xµ

∣∣∣∣∣
ε=0

)
= L d

dε

∂(Λεx)
µ

∂xµ

∣∣∣∣∣
ε=0

= L∂µXµ
B(x), (6)

where Xµ
B(x) :=

d
dε(Λεx)

µ|ε=0 By use of the chain and product rules, the first part is

∂L
∂φi

dφi
ε(x)

dε
+

∂L
∂(∂µφi)

(
d(∂νφ

i
ε(x))

dε

∂(Λ−1
ε x)ν

∂xµ
+ ∂νφ

i
ε(x)

d

dε

∂(Λ−1
ε x)ν

∂xµ

)
+

∂L
∂xν

d(Λεx)
ν

dε
.

Again evaluating at ε = 0 and using the Euler-Lagrange equation (3) this becomes

∂µ

(
∂L

∂(∂µφi)

)
Xi

F (φ) +
∂L

∂(∂µφi)
(∂µX

i
F (φ)− ∂νφ

i∂µX
ν
B) +

∂L
∂xν

Xν
B. (7)

Where we used the definition Xi
F (x) :=

d
dεφ

i
ε|ε=0. We now put the two terms together and use

(5) to get the expression

∂µ

(
∂L

∂(∂µφi)
Xi

F

)
− ∂µ

(
∂L

∂(∂µφi)
∂νφ

iXν
B

)
+ ∂ν(LXν

B).

Here the first term comes from the first two terms in (7). The last two terms come from (6) and
the last two terms of (7) after correctly applying (5). Then as 0 = d

dε

∫
Ω Ldnx for any region Ω,

the integrand is identically 0. Thus we obtain the conserved current

∂µJ
µ = 0,

where we implicitly sum over the µ and the current is given by

Jµ =
∂L

∂(∂µφi)
Xi

F (φ)−
(

∂L
∂(∂µφi)

∂νφ
i − δµνL

)
Xν

B. (8)

Here we use the Kronecker delta δµν , which is 1 precisely when µ = ν, so that the last two terms can
be grouped together, as we rewrote the last term to ∂µδ

µ
νXν

B. Though the current was derived
from invariance under a group action, the same current is obtained from the corresponding
infinitesimal variation

xµ → xµ + εXµ
B(x) , φi(x) → φi(x) + ε(Xi

F (φ(x))−Xµ
B(x)∂µφ

i(x)). (9)

Here, the group actions are only considered up to first order with Xµ
B(x) :=

d
dε(Λεx)

µ|ε=0 and
Xi

F = d
dεφ

i
ε|ε=0 giving changes in the base space and field space respectively. Such infinitesimal

variations can also be used without deriving them from a group action. In this case the functional
S must be constant up to first order in ε, i.e. S[φ] = S[φε] + O(ε2). The proof that this also
yields a current (8) is similar to the proof already given.

1.3 Using Noether’s Theorem

Now that we have proven Noether’s theorem we can use it to derive some well known results
from classical mechanics, which will help with some intuition on the theorem. For this we do
some simplifications. Instead of four dimensional spacetime we consider only time, this turns the
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base space into R and the fields become generalised coordinates qi(t). Furthermore the conserved
current becomes

0 = ∂µJ
µ =

d

dt
J0 =

d

dt
Q.

If the Lagrangian does not explicitly depend on the generalised coordinate qj , then we have an
infinitesimal symmetry given by the transformation

t → t , qi → qi + εδijδq.

Then Xi
F = δijδq and Xµ

B = 0, which gives a conserved current d
dt

∂L
∂q̇j

δqj = 0. This means
the generalised momentum pj := ∂L

∂q̇j
is constant. Similarly if the Lagrangian does not depend

explicitly on the time we have the symmetry transformation

t → t+ εδt , q → q.

This time Xµ
B = δt and Xi

F = 0. Then Noether’s theorem yields a conserved current d
dt

(
∂L

∂(q̇i)
q̇i − L

)
δt =

0. This means the Hamiltonian H = ∂L
∂(q̇i)

q̇i − L is constant and as the Hamiltonian gives the
energy of the system the energy is constant.

For a more concrete example consider the Lagrangian

L =
1

2
mẋ2

of a free particle. Then the generalised momentum is p = mẋ and the hamiltonian is H =
pq̇ − L = 1

2mẋ2. Thus the linear momentum and the kinetic energy of the free particle are
constant.

1.4 Stress-Energy Tensor

We now derive some common currents for fields. First is the canonical stress-energy tensor of
the field. This is given by the quantity in (8)

Θµν =
∂L

∂(∂µφi)
∂νφi − ηµνL (10)

This tensor is obtained from the currents associated to the translational invariance of a La-
grangian, under the assumption that there is no change in the field values associated to a trans-
lation. We will see that holds for both electromagnetism and spinor fields in flat spacetime. This
translational symmetry gives the conservation law

∂µΘ
µν = 0. (11)

This tensor is not generally symmetric, nor are its components gauge invariant.
The concept of gauge invariance requires the introduction of a gauge first. When a math-

ematical system has more degrees of freedom than the physical system it describes, the extra
degrees of freedom are part of the gauge freedom. A gauge invariant quantity is then a quantity
that is the same regardless of the values of these additional degrees of freedom. An example of
a gauge freedom is the choice of reference point for the potential energy of a force in classical
mechanics. Physically all reference points give the same information, so this degree of freedom
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exists only in the mathematical description. gauge independent quantities here are the force and
the difference in potential energy between two points.

Physically measurable quantities must therefore be gauge invariant, as they are the same
regardless of the mathematical description. This means that the different components of the
stress-energy tensor must be gauge invariant as they correspond to energy density, energy flux,
and stress, which are measurable quantities, which must be gauge invariant[5].

It is harder to see why the stress energy tensor should be symmetric, therefore consider the
Einstein Hilbert action, the Lagrangian of this is of the form L = Lg + Lmatter, with the first
term depending on the symmetric metric tensor gµν and its first and second order derivatives,
and the second being the matter term. The Euler-Lagrange equations for this action are the
Einstein field equations, where the stress-energy tensor is

Tµν =
δLmatter

δgµν
,

which is symmetric as the metric tensor is symmetric. The derivation should yield the same
stress-energy tensor regardless of whether it is through the Einstein field equations or Noether’s
theorem. This means that any stress-energy tensor obtained using Noether’s theorem should be
symmetric.

1.5 Moment Tensor

There is a way to make the stress-energy tensor symmetric if the Lagrangian is invariant under
Lorentz transformations. Physically this means that the Lagrangian must have the same form
in any inertial system with the same origin, as a Lorentz transformation is the coordinate trans-
formation done between two frames S and S’, where S’ moves with a fixed velocity v compared
to S and with their origins O coinciding at t=0. Mathematically a Lorentz transformation is
an element Λ ∈ GL4(R) that leaves the Minkovski inner product invariant, which means that
η(Λv,Λw) = η(v, w) for all vectors v, w ∈ R4. These matrices form a group called the Lorentz
group, which we will denote O(1, 3). This group is often further restricted by only considering
the transformations that maintain orientation, det(Λ) > 0, and time orientation, which means
that if a vector v has v0>0 then the transformed vector w = Λv also has w0 > 0. This group
is called the proper orthochronous Lorentz group and denoted SO+(1, 3). Mathematically the
Lagrangian must then be invariant under an action of the Lorentz group. This action is ma-
trix multiplication for the spacetime R4, though the appropriate action on V depends on the
Lagrangian. This action on V corresponding to a Lorentz transform of spacetime is often called
the transformation behaviour of elements of V.

The symmetric tensor is obtained by the following procedure: first calculate the current
belonging to an infinitesimal action of the Lorentz group. To this end we first show that the
Lie algebra of the Lorentz group consists of matrices ωµ

ν such that ωµν + ωνµ = 0. For a path
through the Lorentz group Λ(t) with Λ(0) = I we have that

ηµνv
µwν = η(v, w) = η(Λ(t)v,Λ(t)w) = ηµνΛ(t)

µ
αv

αΛ(t)νβw
β.
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In particular using the definition ωµ
ν = d

dtΛ
µ
ν |t=0 for the elements of the Lie algebra

0 =
d

dt

(
ηµνΛ(t)

µ
αv

αΛ(t)νβw
β
)∣∣∣

t=0

=

(
d

dt
Λ(t)µαΛ(t)

ν
β +

d

dt
Λ(t)νβΛ(t)

µ
α

)∣∣∣∣
t=0

ηµνv
αwβ

= (ωµ
αδ

ν
β + ων

βδ
µ
α)ηµνv

αwβ

= ωµ
αηµνv

αwν + ων
βηµνv

µwβ

= ωναv
αwν + ωµβv

µwβ

= (ωνµ + ωµν)(v
µwν).

Then, as v and w are arbitrary, ωµν + ωνµ = 0, which means the Lie algebra consists of all such
matrices as claimed.

To derive the infinitesimal action we first consider the action of the Lorentz group. This
changes the spacetime coordinates to x′ = Λx and the field variables to φ′ = f(Λ)φ, where f
is the representation of the Lorentz group on the space of field variables, i.e. a homomorphism
f : SO+(1, 3) → GL(V ). We again take a path Λ(t) in the Lorentz group with Λ(0) = I. Then
the infinitesimal change in the variables of the base space is Xµ

B(x) =
d
dt(Λ(t)

µ
νx

ν)|t=0 = ωµ
νx

ν .
The infinitesimal change in the field variables is

Xi
F (φ) =

d

dt
f(Λ(t))ijφ

j

∣∣∣∣∣
t=0

=
∂f

∂ωµ
ν

∣∣∣∣∣
Λ=I

d

dt
(Λ(t))

∣∣∣∣∣
t=0

= (Fµ
νωµ

ν)
i
jφ

j = ωµν(F
µν)ijφ

j

This means we can write the infinitesimal action in the form

xµ → xµ + ε ωµ
νx

ν , φi(x) → φi + ε

(
1

2
ωµν(Σ

µν)ijφ
j − ωµ

νx
ν∂µφ

i(x)

)
. (12)

Here we can obtain the representation Σ by calculating the pushforward of f . This yields a
conservation law

∂µΘ
µκλ = 0 (13)

for the canonical moment tensor where

Θµκλ = xκΘµλ − xλΘµκ +Σµκλ, (14)

where the last term is called the internal or spin part, and can be calculated by

Σµκλ =
∂L

∂(∂µφi)
(Σκλ)ijφ

j .

To derive these expressions we note that the infinitesimal action in (12) corresponds to a change
Xµ

B(x) = ωµ
νx

ν of the base space with a change Xi
F (φ(x)) =

1
2ωµν(Σ

µν)ijφ
j of the field space.

plugging this into (8) gives the conserved current

Jµ =
∂L

∂(∂µφi)

1

2
ωκλ(Σ

κλ)ijφ
j −Θµ

κω
κ
λx

λ,

now
Θµ

κω
κ
λx

λ = Θµκωκλx
λ =

1

2
(ωκλ − ωλκ)x

λΘµκ =
1

2
ωκλ(x

λΘµκ − xκΘµλ),

10



as ω is antisymmetric, so 1
2(ωκλ − ωλκ) = 1

2(ωκλ + ωκλ) = ωκλ and the last step is done by
relabelling λ ↔ κ in the second sum. This means the current is given by

Jµ =
∂L

∂(∂µφi)

1

2
ωκλ(Σ

κλ)ijφ
j − 1

2
ωκλ(x

λΘµκ − xκΘµλ).

ω was arbitrary, so we get the canonical moment tensor as in (14), after multiplying by 2.
Using these expressions we can obtain a symmetric stress-energy tensor is given by

Tµν = Θµν +
1

2
∂κ(Σ

κµν +Σµνκ − Σνκµ) (15)

1.6 Electromagnetic Field

For a concrete example of using Noether’s theorem to derive the stress-energy tensor consider an
electromagnetic field. This is defined by the electromagnetic four potential, which is described
by a 1-form valued field written as Aµ = (ϕc ,−A⃗), which are an electric and magnetic potential
respectively. Using the partial derivatives ∂µ = (1c

∂
∂t , ∇⃗). The electromagnetic tensor is defined

as Fµν = ∂µAν − ∂νAµ. Then using the fact that E⃗ = −∇⃗ϕ− 1
c
∂A⃗
∂t and B⃗ = ∇⃗ × A⃗ we get that

Fµν =


0 −1

c
∂Ax
∂t − 1

c
∂ϕ
∂x −1

c
∂Ay

∂t − 1
c
∂ϕ
∂y −1

c
∂Az
∂t − 1

c
∂ϕ
∂z

1
c
∂Ax
∂t + 1

c
∂ϕ
∂x 0 −∂Ay

∂x + ∂Ax
∂y −∂Az

∂x + ∂Ax
∂z

1
c
∂Ay

∂t + 1
c
∂ϕ
∂y −∂Ax

∂y +
∂Ay

∂x 0 −∂Az
∂y +

∂Ay

∂z
1
c
∂Az
∂t + 1

c
∂ϕ
∂z −∂Ax

∂z + ∂Az
∂x −∂Ay

∂z + ∂Az
∂y 0

 =


0 Ex

c
Ey

c
Ez
c

−Ex
c 0 −Bz By

−Ey

c Bz 0 −Bx

−Ez
c −By Bx 0

 .

(16)
The Lagrangian density of free electrodynamics is L = −1

4F
µνFµν = −1

2(B
2− E2

c2
), which has the

well known Maxwell equations as its Euler-Lagrange equations. To calculate ∂L
∂(∂µAi)

we rewrite
the Lagrangian to

L = −1

4
(∂µAν − ∂νAµ)(∂µAν − ∂νAµ) = −1

2
(∂µAν∂

µAν − ∂νAµ∂
µAν)

Then as

∂

∂(∂κAγ)
(∂µAν∂

µAν) =
∂

∂(∂κAγ)
(∂µηνν′A

ν′ηµµ
′
∂µ′Aν) = ηνν′η

µµ′ ∂

∂(∂κAγ)
(∂µA

ν′∂µ′Aν) =

ηνγη
κµ′

∂µ′Aν + ηγν′η
µκ∂µA

ν′ = 2∂κAγ

and similarly
∂

∂(∂κAγ)
(∂µAν∂

µAν) = 2∂γA
κ.

This yields the generalized momentum density

πµ
i =

∂L
∂(∂µAi)

= −(∂µAi − ∂iA
µ) = F µ

i

Plugging this into (8) for the infinitesimal translation

Xµ
B(x) = aµ, Xi

F = 0

11



we obtain currents
Jµ = −

(
∂L

∂(∂µAi)
∂νA

i − δµνL
)
aν .

Bundling these for separate ν and raising ν, which is done by multiplying on both sides by ην
′ν ,

summing over ν and then relabelling ν ′ → ν, gives the canonical stress-energy tensor

Θµν = F µ
i ∂νAi − ηµνL,

which is certainly not symmetric, and its energy density component

Θ00 =
1

2

(
B2 − E2

c2

)
−E · ∂A

∂t

is different from the known electromagnetic energy density uEM =
(

1
µ0
B2 + ε0E

2
)
.

The canonical moment tensor can be made symmetric through the procedure outlined in the
previous section. To show that this can be done we first have to show the Lorentz invariance of
the Lagrangian. Then the action of Λ ∈ SO+(1, 3) on x ∈ R4 sends xµ to Λµ

νx
ν = yµ with the

inverse transformation written as Λ−1 = Λµ
ν so that xν = Λµ

νyµ. The electromagnetic potential
is a 1-form, so it transforms as

xµ → Λµ
νx

ν = yµ , Aµ(x
ν) → Âµ(y) = Λµ

αAα(Λβ
νyβ).

Then as ∂̂µ = ∂
∂yµ = ∂xν

∂yµ
∂

∂xν = Λµ
ν∂ν we get that

F̂µν = ∂̂µÂν − ∂̂νÂµ = Λµ
αΛν

β(∂αAβ − ∂βAα) = Λµ
αΛν

βFαβ.

This means the Lagrangian becomes

L̂ = −1

4
F̂µνF̂µν = ηµµ

′
ηνν

′
F̂µ′ν′F̂µν = ηµµ

′
ηνν

′
Λµ′α

′
Λν′

β′
Fα′β′Λµ

αΛν
βFαβ.

Then Λ ∈ SO+(1, 3) means that ηµµ
′
Λµ

αΛµ′α
′
= ηαα

′
. Thus the Lagrangian becomes

ηββ
′
ηαα

′
Fα′β′Fαβ = L,

which means the Lagrangian is Lorentz invariant. Now we want to calculate the quantity Σµν

in (12) for Electromagnetism. First we raise the index of Aµ to get Ai. Then the infinitesimal
Lorentz transformation is

xµ → xµ + ε ωµ
νx

ν , Ai → Ai + ε
(
ωi

jA
j − ωµ

νx
ν∂µA

i
)
,

which means (Σµν)ij = ηµiδνj − ηνiδµj , as then Σµν = −Σµν and

1

2
ωµν(Σ

µν)ij =
1

2
ωµν(η

µiδνj − ηνiδµj ) =
1

2
(ωµνη

µiδνj + ωνµη
νiδµj ) = ωi

j .

Thus the spin part of the moment tensor is

Σµκλ =
∂L

∂(∂µAi)
(Σκλ)ijA

j = Fi
µ(ηκiδλj − ηλiδκj )A

j = F κµAλ − F λµAκ.

12



The extra correction term for the stress-energy tensor is then

1

2
∂κ(Σ

κµν +Σµνκ − Σνκµ) =

1

2
∂κ(F

µκAν − F νκAµ + F νµAκ − F κµAν − F κνAµ + FµνAκ) =

∂κ(F
µκAν) = −∂κ(F

κµAν) = −F κµAν ,

where the last line is due to the antisymmetry of Fµν and the fact that ∂κF
κµ = 0 are the

Euler-Lagrange equations. Thus the symmetric stress-energy tensor is

Tµν = Θµν − ∂κ(F
κµAν) = Fi

µ∂νAi − ηµνL − Fi
µ∂iAν = −Fi

µF iν − ηµνL.

There is another way to obtain this tensor. This is done by using another symmetry of
electrodynamics, the gauge symmetry of the 4-potential. Gauge symmetry means that the La-
grangian is invariant under the addition of a gradient ∂µf for some function f of the spacetime
coordinates. Indeed then

Fµν → ∂µ(Aν + ∂νf)− ∂ν(Aµ + ∂µf) = Fµν

as partial derivatives commute, so ∂µ∂νf − ∂ν∂µf = 0, which means that the Lagrangian L =
−1

4F
µνFµν , is gauge invariant. Therefore we instead try the following symmetry

Xµ
B(x) = aµ, Xi

F = ∂i(Aµa
µ),

which can be found in [6]. This is a symmetry as Xµ
B = aµ corresponds to the translational

symmetry and Xi
F = ∂i(Aµa

µ) is a gauge symmetry with f = Aµa
µ and the combination of two

symmetries is still a symmetry. We then obtain the currents

Jµ =
∂L

∂(∂µAi)
∂i(Aκa

κ)−
(

∂L
∂(∂µAi)

∂νA
i − δµνL

)
aν

Then the conserved current relations become

0 = −∂µJ
µ = −∂µ

(
Fi

µ∂iAν − Fi
µ∂νA

i + δµνL
)
aν .

Again combining these relations for different ν and raising ν we obtain the stress-energy tensor

Tµν = −Fi
µF iν − ηµνL = Fµ

iF
iν − ηµνL.

This one is symmetric and has the correct energy term. This tensor is also identical to the one
obtained by adding the correction term obtained from the spin tensor.
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2 Spinors

To model electrons and to calculate the stress-energy tensor of an electron we will need to
introduce spinors. Spinors are used to describe particles with any spin, though we focus on
spin-12 particles, such as the well-known electrons, protons and neutrons but also quarks and
neutrinos. Spinors are elements of a vector space C4 and electrons can be described as functions
from spacetime to the space of spinors. These spinor fields transform somewhat peculiarly when
spacetime is rotated. If one rotates spacetime by 360◦ around a given axis then the points of
space will be back where they started, but the spinor field will have obtained a minus sign. This
happens because these fields do not transform by the Lorentz group, but instead by the spin
group. This group contains two elements for every rotation and a rotation of 360◦ takes one of
the elements to the other, thereby gaining a minus sign. This transformation behaviour allows
us to show the relativistic invariance of the Dirac equation, and the Lagrangian belonging to it
in the next section.

To properly describe the transformation behaviour of spinors we introduce the spin group.
This spin group can be described in two ways. One is as a double cover of the proper or-
thochronous Lorentz group SO+(1, 3) ⊂ O(1, 3). This gives the exact sequence

1 → Z2 → Spin(1,3) → SO+(1, 3) → 1. (17)

The other way is to consider the Clifford algebra, Cl(1,3), generated by (R4, η), where η is the
Minkowski inner product defined last section. This means Cl(1,3) is the associative algebra
generated by R4 with relations

eiej + ejei = 2ηij (18)

and then identify the spin group with a subgroup generated by products of pairs of unit vectors,
so

Spin(1, 3) = {ei1 · · · ein |eik ∈ Cl(1, 3) unit vectors, n even}. (19)

Subsection 1 briefly discusses the topological construction of the spin group using the universal
cover.

The Clifford algebra is constructed in subsection 2, which also shows that the algebra gives
a splitting of C4 into two subspaces.

This last fact is used in subsection 3 to show that the spin group and SL(2,C) are isomorphic,
which together with the the double cover of SO+(1,3) by SL(2,C) given in subsection 4 gives the
double cover of SO+(1,3) by the spin group.

2.1 Topological Spin Group

For the characterisation as a double cover we define the universal cover, which is a way to
"cover" a topological space with a simply connected space that for small neighbourhoods looks
like multiple copies of those neighbourhoods.

Definition. Let E be a simply connected topological space, B a topological space, and π : E → B
continuous and surjective. If for every point p ∈ B there is a neighbourhood U for which the
pre-image π−1(U) can be written as a union of disjoint open sets Vα ⊂ E such the restriction
π|Vα : Vα → U is a homeomorphism of Vα to U , then π is called a universal covering map and
E is the universal covering space of B

14



Sufficiently nice topological spaces have a universal cover, and any universal cover is unique
up to homeomorphism[4]. SO+(1, 3) is sufficiently nice, so it has a universal cover, which we
will call Spin(1,3). Spin(1,3) becomes a group by equipping it with a multiplication that is
the "lift" of the multiplication on SO+(1, 3). Thus for any two elements Λ̃, Λ̃′ ∈ Spin(1, 3) we
have that π(Λ̃ · Λ̃′) = π(Λ̃) · π(Λ̃′). Spin(1,3) is called a double cover because for every point
Λ ∈ SO+(1, 3) the pre-image π−1(Λ) consists of two points. This will be shown through the
explicit construction of Spin(1,3) using the Clifford algebra, but also follows from the fact that
the fundamental group of SO+(1, 3) has only two elements[7], as any path through SO+(1, 3)
can be continuously deformed to one of two paths.

2.2 Clifford Algebra

The second way to characterise the spin group was by considering the Clifford algebra, Cl(1,3),
generated by (R4, η). This algebra is generated by defining a formal multiplication for the vectors
in R4 that satisfies the relations

{ei, ej} = eiej + ejei = 2ηij , (20)

where the ei are the canonical basis vectors. The spin group is then obtained as the subgroup
generated by products of pairs of unit vectors, so

Spin(1, 3) = {ei1 · · · ein |eik ∈ Cl(1, 3) unit vectors, n even}. (21)

This means we can restrict a representation of Cl(1,3) to obtain one of Spin(1,3). We construct
this representation as shown by Baez and Huerta [8] and then show that it is indeed a double
cover as required. To this end we consider the action of Cl(4) on the exterior algebra of

∧
C2.

The exterior algebra of a vector space V is obtained by defining a product, usually denoted by a
wedge ∧, such that v ∧ w = −w ∧ v for all v, w ∈ V . In C2 this becomes a 4 dimensional vector
space, which can be given the basis {x̂, ŷ, 1, x̂ ∧ ŷ}. We choose this specific order of the basis,
as then we first have 2 elements that are the product of an odd number of vectors, and then 2
which are the product of an even number of vectors. Using this basis we can consider the linear
map obtained by left multiplication with a basis vector

aj :
∧

C2 →
∧

C2

v 7→ ej ∧ v
(22)

Then we can obtain matrices

a1 =


0 0 1 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0

 and a2 =


0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 0
−1 0 0 0

 (23)

in this basis along with their Hermitian adjoints

a†1 =


0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1
1 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

 and a†2 =


0 0 0 −1
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0

 . (24)
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These matrices have the following anticommutation relations

{ai, aj} = 0

{a†i , a
†
j} = 0

{a†i , aj} = δijI

(25)

Thus we can take

γ1 = a2 − a†2

γ2 = i(a2 + a†2)

γ3 = a1 − a†1

γ4 = i(a1 + a†1)

(26)

such that {γi, γj} = −2δij

γ1 =


0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0
0 −1 0 0
−1 0 0 0

 γ2 =


0 0 0 −i
0 0 i 0
0 i 0 0
−i 0 0 0

 γ3 =


0 0 1 0
0 0 0 −1
−1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0

 and γ4 =


0 0 i 0
0 0 0 i
i 0 0 0
0 i 0 0

 .

(27)
Here we have chosen to order the matrices in this specific way to simplify calculations later on.
Then to obtain a representation for Cliff(1,3) we define γ0 = iγ4 such that {γi, γj} = 2ηij . This
satisfies the relations 20, so we identify γi with ei, then the unit vectors are simply given by the
vectors v ∈ R4 with η(v, v) = ±1.

2.2.1 Splitting of the Vector Space

Before showing that the spin group is a double cover of SO+(1,3), we will show that Cl(1,3)
naturally provides a way to split C4 into two linear subspaces. This splitting will help construct
a homomorphism φ : Spin(1,3) →SO+(1,3). This homomorphism proves that Spin(1,3) is a
double cover of SO+(1,3) and gives the transformation behaviour spinors that we require in the
next section. This splitting occurs regardless of the basis chosen for

∧
C2. To see this note that

a change of basis changes all the gamma matrices to γν → B−1γµB, where B is the change of
basis matrix from the old basis to the new one. Then for the new matrices

{B−1γµB,B−1γνB} = B−1γµBB−1γνB +B−1γνBB−1γµB

= B−1(γµγν + γνγµ)B

= B−1ηµνIB

= ηµνI,

which means they still satisfy (18). To define the splitting we first define the complex volume
form ω = iγ0γ1γ2γ3. This has two useful properties namely

ω2 = I and γµω = −ωγµ (28)
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for the first note that

ω2 = (iγ0γ1γ2γ3)2

= −γ0γ1γ2γ3γ0γ1γ2γ3

= −(−1)6γ0γ0γ1γ1γ2γ2γ3γ3

= −(−1)3I = I,

where we first swap the matrices 6 times to get 6 minus signs and then get 3 minus as γ0γ0 = I
and γµγµ = −I otherwise, all by the commutation relations. Similarly the commutation relations
give

γµω = γµ(iγ0γ1γ2γ3) = −(iγ0γ1γ2γ3)γµ = −ωγµ,

by swapping places 3 times, as one of the matrices is to γµ. Using the complex volume form we
can define the left and right projections PL = I−ω

2 and PR = I+ω
2 . Then

P 2
L =

I − ω

2

2

=
I − 2ω + ω2

4
=

2I − 2ω

4
= PL.

Similarly P 2
R = PR, so both are indeed projections. Moreover

PLPR =
I − ω

2

1 + ω

2
=

I − ω2

4
= 0

and similarly PRPL = 0. These projections define two subspaces

VL := {PL(x)|x ∈
∧

C2} , VR := {PR(x)|x ∈
∧

C2},

which collectively span the space. Indeed if x ∈
∧
C2, then PL(x) + PR(x) =

I−ω
2 x+ I+ω

2 x = x.
To see that the two spaces are linearly independent take two arbitrary vectors PL(x) ∈ VL and
PR(y) ∈ VR and assume PL(x) + PR(y) = 0. Applying PL to both sides gives

0 = PL(PL(x) + PR(y)) = P 2
L(x) + PLPR(y) = PL(x)

and by applying PR to both sides we get that PR(y)=0 as well. This means the subspaces have
no vectors linearly dependent on the other subspace, so the subspaces are linearly independent.
Consequently, we have a decomposition∧

C2 = VL ⊕ VR.

Furthermore, if y ∈ VL, then y = I−ω
2 x for some x ∈

∧
C2. This implies that γµy = γµ I−ω

2 x =
I+ω
2 γµx ∈ VR. Similarly, multiplication with γµ takes elements of VR to VL. Thus, multiplication

with any vector a = aµγ
µ switches elements between VR and VL, and since these mappings are

invertible and linear VL and VR must have the same dimension. Then VR and VL must have
dimension two as their dimensions must add up to dim(

∧
C2)=4. Multiplying with an even

number of vectors then defines linear mappings VR → VR and VL → VL. In particular, this
means that elements of the spin group can be identified with 2 by 2 complex matrices through
their action on VL or VR.
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2.3 Spin Group

We will use this to find a spin homomorphism in the following manner: First we find an isomor-
phism f : Spin ∼−→SL(2,C), and then use the well known double cover of SL(2,C) on SO+(1, 3).
We will find the isomorphism f by considering the action of Spin on VL. The projection on the
left subspace, given our gamma matrices, is

PL =
1

2



1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1

+


1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 −1 0
0 0 0 −1


 =


1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

 .

Thus VL = span({x̂, ŷ}). Then the action on VL is simply given by the upper left block. This
leads us to try a homomorphism that takes out the upper left block. Thus

f :


a11 a12 a13 a14
a21 a22 a23 a24
a31 a32 a33 a34
a41 a42 a43 a44

 7→
[
a11 a12
a21 a22

]

becomes our homomorphism. The spin group acts separately on VL and VR, so any matrix can
be written as [

A 0
0 B

]
.

The product of two such matrices is then[
A 0
0 B

] [
C 0
0 D

]
=

[
AC 0
0 BD

]
,

which means f is a homomorphism.

2.3.1 Lie Algebra

To show f is also an isomorphism, we will use Lie’s second theorem. By this theorem f is an
isomorphism if both groups are simply connected and its pushforward at the identity f∗ is an
isomorphism of Lie algebras. Therefore, we want to determine the Lie algebra of the spin group,
which is the tangent space to the identity element. To this end we consider paths x(t), with
x(0) = 1, where x′(0) are then elements of the Lie algebra. First we consider a path parametrised
by x(t) = (cos(t)γ1 + sin(t)γ2)(−γ1) then x(0) = −γ21 = 1 and x′(0) = γ1γ2, so γ1γ2 is in the
Lie algebra of Spin(1,3). Through similar parametrisations, noting that cosh(t)γ0 + sinh(t)γ1 is
also a unit vector, it can be shown that the other products of 2 different matrices are also in the
Lie algebra. These are independent, and the Lie algebra is 6 dimensional, so we have a basis of
{γ1γ2, γ2γ3, γ1γ3, γ0γ3, γ0γ1, γ0γ2} for the Lie algebra. We then note that we have the following
commutation relations for elements in the basis

[γiγj , γkγl] = 0 if i,j,k,l all different

[γ0γk, γkγj ] = −2γ0γj

[γ0γk, γ0γj ] = −2γkγj

(29)
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Furthermore we can calculate the pushforward, f∗, of this mapping at the identity matrix.
Note that f is linear, so its total derivative is equal to itself. Therefore, we find that f∗ sends
our basis elements {γ1γ2, γ1γ3, γ2γ3, γ0γ1, γ0γ2, γ0γ3} to[

−i 0
0 i

]
,

[
0 1
−1 0

]
,

[
0 −i
−i 0

]
,

[
0 1
1 0

]
,

[
0 −i
i 0

]
,

[
1 0
0 −1

]
(30)

respectively. Then as pushforwards are linear maps and f∗ sends a basis to a basis it is a
linear isomorphism. Furthermore, it trivially respects the Lie bracket [A,B]=AB-BA by again
considering that the spin matrices act separately on the two parts of the exterior algebra. Thus
this is a Lie algebra isomorphism. Then finally as Spin is simply connected and SL(2,C) is
the simply connected Lie group whose Lie algebra has the basis given in 30, f is a Lie group
isomorphism by Lie’s second theorem.

2.4 Spin map

Now that we have an isomorphism f : Spin ∼−→SL(2,C), we find the double cover φ : SL(2,C) →
SO+(1, 3). We can define a homomorphism φ : SL(2,C) →SO+(1, 3) as follows. First, we identify
R1,3 with the Hermitian matrices by

t
x
y
z

 7→
[
t+ z x− iy
x+ iy t− z

]
, (31)

then
φ : X 7→ (M 7→ XMX†). (32)

To show that the image of φ is indeed +(1, 3) we first note that (M 7→ XMX†) ∈ O(1, 3) as
det(XMX†) = det(X) det(M) det(X†) = det(M) = t2 − x2 − y2 − z2, so the mapping preserves
the Minkowski metric. Furthermore, since φ is continuous and SL(2,C) is connected, the image
of φ is connected. Thus as φ is a homomorphism its image contains the identity, and thus must
be at most SO+(1, 3) ⊂ O(1, 3), the connected component of the identity. X ∈ Ker(φ) must
satisfy XMX† = M ∀M , which holds precisely when X = ±I. Then if φ is surjective it is a
double covering map, which makes SL(2,C) the double cover of SO+(1, 3). To show that φ is
surjective we note that SO(1,3) is generated by boosts and rotations around the axes. To obtain
a rotation we take the element

f
(
cos
(φ
2

)
+ sin

(φ
2

)
γ1γ2

)
=

[
e−iφ

2 0

0 ei
φ
2

]
, (33)

then this maps to[
t+ z x− iy
x+ iy t− z

]
7→

[
e−iφ

2 0

0 ei
φ
2

] [
t+ z x− iy
x+ iy t− z

][
ei

φ
2 0

0 e−iφ
2

]
=

[
t+ z e−iφ(x− iy)

eiφ(x+ iy) t− z

]
(34)

and we obtain the matrix 
1 0 0 0
0 cos(φ) − sin(φ) 0
0 sin(φ) cos(φ) 0
0 0 0 1

 ∈ SO+(1, 3).
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Similarly

φ
(
f
(
cosh

(r
2

)
+ sinh

(r
2

)
γ0γ3

))
= φ

([
e

r
2 0

0 e−
r
2

])
=


cosh(r) 0 0 sinh(r)

0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0

sinh(r) 0 0 cosh(r)

 ,

φ
(
f
(
cosh

(r
2

)
+ sinh

(r
2

)
γ0γ1

))
= φ

([
cosh

(
r
2

)
sinh

(
r
2

)
sinh

(
r
2

)
cosh

(
r
2

)]) =


cosh(r) sinh(r) 0 0
sinh(r) cosh(r) 0 0

0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1

 ,

φ
(
f
(
cosh

(r
2

)
+ sinh

(r
2

)
γ0γ2

))
= φ

([
cosh

(
r
2

)
−i sinh

(
r
2

)
i sinh

(
r
2

)
cosh

(
r
2

) ]) =


cosh(r) 0 sinh(r) 0

0 1 0 0
sinh(r) 0 cosh(r) 0

0 0 0 1

 ,

φ
(
f
(
cos
(φ
2

)
+ sin

(φ
2

)
γ2γ3

))
= φ

([
cos
(φ
2

)
−i sin

(φ
2

)
−i sin

(φ
2

)
cos
(φ
2

) ]) =


1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 cos(φ) − sin(φ)
0 0 sin(φ) cos(φ)

 , and

φ
(
f
(
cos
(φ
2

)
+ sin

(φ
2

)
γ1γ3

))
= φ

([
cos
(φ
2

)
sin
(φ
2

)
− sin

(φ
2

)
cos
(φ
2

)]) =


1 0 0 0
0 cos(φ) 0 − sin(φ)
0 0 1 0
0 sin(φ) 0 cos(φ)

 .

Thus, we can obtain any boost or rotation around an axis by an element of Spin(1,3). Then.
as any boost or rotation can be written as the product of such boosts and rotations, φ is a
surjective homomorphism. Thus SL(2,C) ∼= Spin(1,3) is a double cover of SO+(1, 3), with
the homomorphism given by f and φ ◦ f respectively. The previous calculations hold without
proof that f is an isomorphism, therefore we could instead have used these calculations to
conclude that Spin(1,3) is simply connected as it is a double cover of SO+(1, 3), making it
the universal cover, and therefore homeomorphic to SL(2,C) by something called the universal
covering property. This also lets us conclude that Spin(1,3) and SL(2,C) have isomorphic Lie
algebras, as the isomorphism f can be differentiated to gain the pushforward f∗, which is a Lie
algebra isomorphism. In particular their dimensions must be the same, so Spin(1,3) has a 6
dimensional Lie algebra.
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3 Spinor Fields

A spinor field is the assignment of a spinor to every point in spacetime. For flat Minkowski
spacetime, by which we mean R4 with the Minkowski metric, this assignment is simply a function
φ : R4 → C4. However, if the chosen spacetime has curvature, as is the case when gravitational
effects are included, the vector spaces in which the spinors live are different at each point in
spacetime. In this case, we need the concept of a vector bundle, which we will introduce here.
However, we will consider the Dirac equation and Lagrangian for spinor fields in flat spacetime
as the inclusion of gravity in derivation of Noether currents has some more intricacies that we
will touch on in the next section.

Subsection 1 gives some required tools for describing spinors in a more general framework
and also includes an aside into the different ways a connection may be chosen to transform.

In subsection 2 we provide the description of Spinor fields in flat spacetime. This description
is given by the Dirac equation and a Lagrangian, both of which are shown to be Lorentz invariant.

This allows us in subsection 3 to calculate some important Noether currents like the canonical
stress-energy and moment tensors.

3.1 Connections on Vector Bundles

In order to formulate spinor fields on general manifolds, or even R4 with a metric other than
the Minkovski metric, we will need to define vector bundles. Essentially, a vector bundle on a
manifold M is a copy of a given vector space V at each element x ∈ M , called a fibre, such that
the fibres vary smoothly with the change of x ∈ M or more formally[2]:

Definition. Let M be a smooth manifold. A smooth vector bundle over M is a smooth manifold
E, with a smooth mapping π : E → M . Such that for all x ∈ M , the fibre Ex := π−1({x})
is a vector space, and that there exists an open set U containing x with a diffeomorphism ϕ :
U × Rn ∼−→ π−1(U), satisfying
1. π ◦ ϕ(x, v) = x ∀u ∈ U, v ∈ Rn

2. v 7→ ϕ(x, v) is a linear isomorphism between Rn and π−1({x})

Here E is the vector bundle, π is the bundle projection, and the open set U with diffeomorphism ϕ
is a requirement that the bundle locally looks like U×Rn, which is also called a local trivialisation.
A section of a vector bundle is then a smooth function s : M → E, such that π ◦ s = id, or,
in other words, a function that chooses one element of the fibre Ep for each p ∈ M . A vector
bundle is called trivial if it admits a global trivialisation, that is there is a diffeomorphism ϕ for
U = M . Since such a bundle is diffeomorphic to M × Rn, it is often denoted as such.

We will also define connections, which gives a way to differentiate sections of vector bundles
along vector fields of a manifold. Connections are used in quantum field theory to model the
different fields [7] and in general relativity to model gravity[2], which makes them very important
for the study of spinors affected by gravity or Electromagnetism.

Definition. A connection on a vector bundle π : E → M is a is a bilinear map

∇ : Vec(M)× Γ(E) → Γ(E)

denoted (v, s) 7→ ∇vs, such that

∇fvs = f∇vs

∇v(fs) = f∇vs+ v(f)s.
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To see what this looks like in coordinates, we equip an open neighbourhood Up around a point
p ∈ M with local coordinates and obtain a basis ∂µ for the vector fields on M ,Vec(M) , and
basis ei for Γ(E). Then we can determine the connection in terms of this basis, so

∇vs = ∇vµ∂µ(s
iei)

= vµ∇∂µ(s
iei)

= vµ(si∇∂µ(ei) + ∂µ(s
i)ei)

= vµ(siAj
µiej + ∂µ(s

i)ei)

= vµ(sjAi
µj + ∂µ(s

i))ei,

where we first use linearity and the two product rules, then write ∇∂µei ∈ Γ(E) in the basis ej and
call the coefficients Aj

µi, and lastly in the first term rename the dummy variables i, j. We now note
that the first term seems C∞(M) linear in both v and s, and the second term appears independent
of the connection. Therefore, we consider the difference between two different connections ∇ and
∇′, A = ∇−∇′. For a vector field v ∈ Vec(M), A(v) = ∇v −∇′

v : Γ(E) → Γ(E). This means
that

A(v)(fs) = ∇v(fs)−∇′
v(fs) = f∇vs+ v(f)s− f∇′

vs− v(f)s = f∇vs− f∇′
vs = fA(v)(s)

for all sections s ∈ Γ(E) and functions f ∈ C∞(M), so A is linear over both v and s. In
particular, evaluating at a point p ∈ M , A(v)p is a linear map from Ep to itself, thus Ap :
TpM → End(Ep). This means that given a choice of base connection ∇0 any connection can be
written as ∇v = ∇0

v + A(v) for some 1-form A(v). In case of a manifold with globally defined
coordinates and global basis ei for E, ∇0

v can be taken to be the Lie derivative Lv, which is
evaluated by

Lvs = Lvµ∂µ(s
iei) = vµ∂µ(s

i)ei.

For trivial bundles over R4 there are the obvious global identity coordinates, turning the deriva-
tives into the standard euclidean derivatives, and global basis ei for E given by sections ei(x) =
(x, bi), where the bi are some basis for the vector space.

3.1.1 Transforming a Connection

The rest of this subsection is of most interest when considering more complicated spacetime
manifolds or including gravitational fields. Since this thesis mostly considers flat Minkowski
spacetime the following may be treated as an aside and can be skipped without issue.

In general relativity any diffeomorphism a : M → M is supposed to be a symmetry of
space and connections are used to formulate Lagrangians. Therefore, it is useful to consider
how connections can transform under a. Generally, there is no one way an object on a manifold
should transform, unless further structure is specified. For instance for a vector field v : M → TM
its transformation is dictated by the structure of the tangent bundle TM , here we obtain the
transformed va at a point p ∈ M by first considering the value va−1(p) ∈ Ta−1(p)M , to then
transport this value to TpM , the tangent space at p, we simply use the pushforward of a,
a∗ : TqM → Ta(q)M . Then va = a∗ ◦ v ◦ a−1, which is again a vector field va : M → TM .

For the transformation of a section of a more general vector bundle, in this case a section
s : R4 → R4 × C = E of the trivial line bundle over flat spacetime, we try to adopt a similar
procedure to obtain sa. First we consider the value sa−1(p) ∈ {a−1(p)} × C = Ea−1(p), but now
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we have no natural way to transport a value in the fibre over q to a value in the fibre over a(q).
Luckily, as the bundle is trivial we can simply copy its value to the other fibre, for lack of a
better name we also name this a∗ : Eq → Ea(q), which is given by a∗((q, z)) = (a(q), z). Then a
section transforms as sa = ida ◦ s ◦ a−1.

Now we can try to define the transformation of the connection ∇, To do this we transform
the inputs v → va and s → sa, the section we get out of the connection we transform in the
opposite way, so ∇v(s) = t → ta

−1 . We put these together to obtain that ∇a is given by

∇a
v(s) = ida−1 ◦ ∇va(ida ◦ s ◦ a−1) ◦ a.

We then claim that if we consider the connection locally, so that it splits as ∇v(s) = Lv(s)+Av(s),
then the transformed connection becomes ∇a

v(s) = Lv(s) + (a∗A)(s), so the connection changes
as the 1-form A is pulled back through a. The connection is simply a sum, so its components
can be considered separately, so we first see how Av transforms. To make the process clearer we
rewrite Av(ϕ) at a point p ∈ M to Ap(v)(ϕ). Then

(a−1)∗(Ava(a∗ ◦ ϕ ◦ a−1) ◦ a)(p)
= (a−1)∗(A(a∗ ◦ v ◦ a−1) · (a∗ ◦ ϕ ◦ a−1)(a(p))

= (a−1)∗(Aa(p)(a∗v(p))(a∗ϕ(p))) = ((a∗A)p(v)(ϕ)).

To determine the transformation of Lv we consider local coordinates ∂µ. Then

Lv(ϕ) = vµ∂µϕ.

Then we consider its transformation

(Lva(ϕ ◦ a−1)) ◦ a = ((va)µ∂µ(ϕ ◦ a−1)) ◦ a =
∂aµ

∂xν
vν∂κϕ

∂(a−1)κ

∂xµ
= δκν v

ν∂κϕ = vν∂νϕ,

as

δκν =
∂xκ

∂xν
=

∂(a−1 ◦ a)κ

∂xν
=

∂(a−1)κ

∂xµ
∂aµ

∂xν

Thus (Lva(ϕ ◦ a−1)) ◦ a = Lv(ϕ), combining these results the connection transforms as

∇a
v(ϕ) = ((Lva +Ava)(ϕ ◦ a−1)) ◦ a

= Lv(ϕ) + (a∗A)(ϕ)

3.1.2 Determinant Transformation

Alternatively, we can use a more complex transformation rule for the section ϕ, to do this we
consider the determinant line bundle instead of the standard line bundle, at each point the fibre
consists of the volume forms on Cn, where n=4 is the dimension of M = R4. As a vector space
this is isomorphic to C, so we still have the same trivial bundle E = R4 × C. However now to
transport an element of Eq to Ea(q), it instead makes more sense to multiply it with the Jacobian
determinant of a. Thus we replace our trivial identification, a∗, by a∗ : Eq → Ea(q) given by
a∗ : (p, z) 7→ (a(p),det(Da)z). Now

(a−1)∗(Ava(a∗ ◦ ϕ ◦ a−1) ◦ a)(p)
= (a−1)∗(A(a∗ ◦ v ◦ a−1) · (a∗ ◦ ϕ ◦ a−1)(a(p))

= det(Da−1)(Aa(p)(a∗v(p))(det(Da)ϕ(p))) = ((a∗A)p(v)(ϕ ◦ a−1))
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as Ap(v) is linear in ϕ, so we may simply take out det(Da). The Lie derivative transforms
differently now though, as

det(Da−1)Lv(det(Da)ϕ) =

det(Da−1)(det(Da)Lv(ϕ) + Lv(det(Da))ϕ) =

Lv(ϕ) + det(Da)−1Lv(det(Da))ϕ

Thus the 1-form Av gains an extra term det(Da)−1Lv(det(Da)), which is 0 if a is a Poincaré
transformation as then

det(Da) = 1.

The only other allowed transformations are of the form a∗ : (p, z) 7→ (a(p),det(Da)λz) for λ ∈ Z,
where we by similar calculations obtain that Av gains an extra term

det(Da)−λLv(det(Da)λ) = det(Da)−λλdet(Da)λ−1Lv(det(Da)) = λdet(Da)−1Lv(det(Da)),

which is again zero for Poincaré transforms. Due to the chain rule this additional term is the
same as

Lv(λ ln(det(Da))),

which means Aµ changes by the gradient of a function ∂µf , which is similar to the gauge for
electromagnetic fields. To again conclude that such a transformation is a symmetry we will need
a Lagrangian.

We choose the Yang-Mills Lagrangian, which is a function of curvature form of the connection[5].
The curvature form is defined by

F (v, w)s = ∇v∇ws−∇w∇vs−∇[v,w]s,

where v and w are vector fields and s is a section of the vector bundle. This can be calculated
using local coordinates and a local trivialisation of the vector bundle. Since the fibres are 1
dimensional, the basis is given by e1. Then as ∇µe1 =: Aµe1 and [∂µ, ∂ν ] = 0

Fµν(e1) = ∇∂µ∇∂νe1 −∇∂ν∇∂µe1

= ∇∂µAνe1 −∇∂νAµe1

= ∂µAνe1 +AµAνe1 − ∂νAµe1 −AνAµe1

= (∂µAν − ∂νAµ)e1.

Thus Fµν = ∂µAν − ∂νAµ, as was the case for the electromagnetic tensor, so by the same
arguments the Lagrangian L ∝ FµνFµν is unchanged.

For more general bundles we note that for any p ∈ M with open neighbourhood Up that gives
a local trivialization φ : U × V

∼−→ π−1(U), and that if a(p) /∈ Up, Lv and Aa(p) are not well
defined, nor can fibres Ep and Ea(p) be trivially identified with each other, so this construction
requires more care to do globally, and in some cases may not even be possible globally. In
these cases the construction could be done locally instead, using something called infinitesimally
natural bundles[9].
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3.2 Spinor Fields

Now all the required components for describing spinor fields have been introduced. This will allow
us to formulate a Lagrangian for the spinors and show that it has Poincaré invariance, which
will finally allow us to use Noether’s theorem to derive the canonical stress-energy and moment
tensors. Thus we will now describe them based on section 2.4 Spin One-Half Electrodynamics of
[7]. An electron is a spin half particle and thus can be described using a wavefunction ϕ taking
values in C4. We then use the concept of a vector bundle introduced in the previous subsection
to describe a spinor field as a vector bundle over spacetime with fibre isomorphic to C4.

3.2.1 Lorentz invariance of Dirac Equation

In the case of a trivial bundle over standard flat spacetime we have the bundle R4 ×C4. Such a
spinor field must then satisfy the Dirac equation

iℏγµ∂µϕ−mϕ = 0. (35)

The Dirac equation is Lorentz invariant by construction. We use this to show that our chosen
transformation behaviour is the correct transformation behaviour for spinors. If Λ̃ ∈ Spin(1, 3)
covers Λ ∈ SO(1, 3) a spinor transforms as

x → Λx = y , ϕ(x) → ϕ̂(y) = Λ̃ϕ(Λ−1y).

This transformation is a symmetry of the Dirac equation if the transformed fields are a solution
to the Dirac equation whenever the untransformed fields are. To verify this we first note that
∂µ = ∂

∂xµ = ∂yν

∂xµ
∂

∂yν = Λν
µ∂̂ν . Thus we can rewrite 35 to

iℏγµΛν
µ∂̂ν(Λ̃

−1ϕ̂)−mΛ̃−1ϕ̂ = 0.

We then multiply both sides by Λ̃ to obtain

iℏΛ̃γµΛν
µΛ̃

−1∂̂ν ϕ̂−mϕ̂ = 0,

which shows that ϕ̂ is a solution if
Λ̃γµΛν

µΛ̃
−1 = γν

Then as Λν
µ is just a number we can rewrite this to

Λν
µγ

µ = Λ̃−1γνΛ̃,

which can be shown to be true if Λ̃ = cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2 , as then the right hand side is(
cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2

)
γν
(
cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2

)
,

so if ν = 0 or ν = 3 the right hand side is(
cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2

) (
cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2

)
γν = γν .

For ν = 1 we get (
cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2

)
γ1
(
cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2

)
=(

cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2
) (

cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2
)
γ1 =

(cos(t)2 − sin(t)2 − 2 cos(t) sin(t)γ1γ2)γ1 =

(cos(2t)− sin(2t)γ1γ2)γ1 = cos(2t)γ1 − sin(2t)γ2

25



and for ν = 2 we obtain(
cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2

)
γ2
(
cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2

)
= sin(2t)γ1 + cos(2t)γ2.

Then as

Λ =


1 0 0 0
0 cos(2t) − sin(2t) 0
0 sin(2t) cos(2t) 0
0 0 0 1


we indeed have

Λν
µγ

µ = Λ̃−1γνΛ̃.

Furthermore using similar calculations we can show that this holds for any elements of such a
form, then as Spin(1,3) is generated by such elements, the equation must hold for any arbitrary
Λ̃ ∈ Spin(1,3). Therefore the transformation

x → Λx , ϕ(x) → Λ̃ϕ(Λ−1x) (36)

is a symmetry of the Dirac equation and the Dirac equation is Lorentz invariant if the spinor
transformation behaviour is chosen correctly. Note that if we had chosen our gamma matrices in
a different order, the chosen cover would not have worked, though this can be fixed by changing
the basis on R4, which gives an equivalent representation of the Lorentz group on R4. Thus once
we have chosen our gamma matrices we need to select one of the equivalent spin covers so that
we obtain the physically correct transformation behaviour for spinor fields.

3.2.2 Lorentz Invariant Lagrangian

To use Noether’s theorem we will need a Lagrangian for spinor fields. This Lagrangian should
have the Dirac equation as its Euler-Lagrange equation and also be Lorentz invariant using the
same transformation behaviour for spinors. The Dirac Lagrangian is

L = ϕ̄(iγµ∂µ −m)ϕ, (37)

where ϕ̄ = ϕ†γ0 is the conjugate field[5]. The Euler-Lagrange equations of this are indeed the
Dirac equation and we will now show its Lorentz invariance. The second term is Lorentz invariant
if

ϕ̄ϕ = ϕ̂†(Λ̃−1)
†
γ0Λ̃−1ϕ̂ = ϕ̂†γ0ϕ̂ =

¯̂
ϕϕ̂,

which is easily seen for matrices of the form Λ̃ = cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2, as then

Λ̃†γ0Λ̃ = (cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2)†γ0(cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2)

= (cos(t) + sin(t)γ2
†
γ1

†
)(cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2)γ0

= (cos(t) + sin(t)γ2γ1)(cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2)γ0

= (cos(t)− sin(t)γ1γ2)(cos(t) + sin(t)γ1γ2)γ0 = γ0,

as γ1, γ2, γ3 are skew Hermitian and γ0 is Hermitian. and similarly for matrices of the form
Λ̃ = cosh(t) + sinh(t)γ0γ1.

Λ̃†γ0Λ̃ = (cosh(t) + sinh(t)γ0γ1)†γ0(cosh(t) + sinh(t)γ0γ1)

= (cosh(t) + sinh(t)γ1
†
γ0

†
)(cosh(t)− sinh(t)γ0γ1)γ0

= (cosh(t)− sinh(t)γ1γ0)(cosh(t)− sinh(t)γ0γ1)γ0

= (cosh(t) + sinh(t)γ0γ1)(cosh(t)− sinh(t)γ0γ1)γ0 = γ0.
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Thus Λ̃†γ0Λ̃ = γ0, and also γ0 = (Λ̃−1)†γ0Λ̃−1, which holds regardless of the choice of gamma
matrices, so long as γ0 is chosen to be Hermitian and γ1, γ2, γ3 skew-Hermitian. Then all we
still need to show is that

ϕ̄iγµ∂µϕ = (Λ̃−1ϕ̂)
†
γ0iγµΛν

µ∂̂νΛ̃
−1ϕ̂,

which is true if
(Λ̃−1)

†
γ0γµΛν

µΛ̃
−1 = γ0γν .

As γ0 = (Λ̃−1)†γ0Λ̃−1 we also have that (Λ̃−1)†γ0 = γ0Λ̃, so we may rewrite to

γ0Λ̃Λν
µγ

µΛ̃−1 = γ0γν .

Multiplying both sides by Λ̃−1γ0 on the left and Λ̃ on the right we then get

Λν
µγ

µ = Λ̃−1γνΛ̃,

which holds as we have already shown. Thus the transformation given by (36) is a symmetry of
the Dirac Lagrangian. Finally, we notice that a translation of the underlying space, given by

x → x+ a , ϕ(x) → ϕ(x− a) (38)

for a ∈ R4 is also a symmetry as then ∂µ = ∂x̂µ

∂xν ∂̂µ = ∂̂µ, so trivially the Lagrangian keeps the
same form, which is then Poincaré invariant.

3.3 Noether Currents for Spinor Fields

Now we can finally use Noether’s theorem to calculate the stress-energy and moment tensors.

3.3.1 Stress-Energy Tensor

To calculate the stress-energy tensor we use the translational symmetry of the Lagrangian. Thus
we plug the infinitesimal version of (38), a = aµ∂µ

xµ → xµ + ε aµ , ϕ(x) → ϕ(x)− ε aµ∂µϕ(x)

into Noether’s theorem. For which we extract the changes in base and field variables

Xµ
B = aµ , XF = 0

respectively. Then by equation (8) we get a current

Jµ = −
(

∂L

∂(∂µϕ)
∂νϕ− δµνL

)
aν

= −
(
ϕ̄iγµ∂νϕ− δµν ϕ̄(iγ

α∂α −m)ϕ
)
aν

giving a canonical stress-energy tensor of

Θµν = ϕ̄iγµ∂νϕ− ηµν ϕ̄iγα∂αϕ− ηµνmϕ̄ϕ.
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3.3.2 Moment Tensor

The other symmetry shown last section was Lorentz symmetry, which will yield the moment
tensor. To compute the Noether current associated with Lorentz symmetry we turn it into
an infinitesimal symmetry, which can be plugged into (14). To do this first consider Λ̃(t) =
cos
(
t
2

)
+ sin

(
t
2

)
γ1γ2, which covers

Λ(t) =


1 0 0 0
0 cos(t) − sin(t) 0
0 sin(t) cos(t) 0
0 0 0 1

 .

Linearizing this by dropping terms of order t2 and higher gives that infinitesimally Λ̃ ≈ I+ tγ1γ2

and

Λ(t) ≈


1 0 0 0
0 1 −t 0
0 t 1 0
0 0 0 1

 .

Thus the vector 1
2γ

1γ2 is pushed forward to the antisymmetric matrix ω = E2
1 − E1

2, where
Ei

j is the matrix with a 1 in the ith row of the jth column. This means that if the base space
changes by ωµ

νx
ν , the spinor space changes with

T =
1

4
ωµνγ

µγν =
1

4
ηµµ′ωµ′

νγ
µγν =

1

4
(η11ω

1
2γ

1γ2+η22ω
2
1γ

2γ1) =
1

4
(−−γ1γ2−γ2γ1) =

1

2
γ1γ2.

Similarly 1
2γ

0γ1 is pushed forward to the symmetric matrix ω = E0
1 +E1

0. Then for this boost
too a change of the base space by ωµ

νx
ν gives a change in the spinor space of

T =
1

4
ωµνγ

µγν =
1

4
ηµµ′ωµ′

νγ
µγν =

1

4
(η00ω

0
1γ

0γ1 + η11ω
1
0γ

1γ0) =
1

4
(γ0γ1 − γ1γ0) =

1

2
γ0γ1.

The fact that this formula also holds for changes corresponding to the other rotations and boost
holds by nearly identical calculations again, where only a few indices are replaced. Therefore, this
holds for any general infinitesimal Lorentz transformation ωµν = −ωνµ. Thus the transformation
in (12) is a symmetry by defining Σµν = 1

2γ
µγν . By the computations in section 1 this yields

the conserved current
∂µΘ

µκλ = 0,

where
Θµκλ = xκΘµλ − xλΘµκ +Σµκλ

is the canonical moment tensor for spinor fields and

Σµκλ =
∂L

∂(∂µϕ)
(Σκλ)ϕ =

i

2
ϕ̄γµγκγλϕ.

3.3.3 Gauge Symmetry

Since the gauge symmetry of electromagnetism was used in section 1, we also compute the
current associated to the U(1) gauge symmetry of spinors. This is invariance under a U(1) gauge
transformation

xµ → xµ, ϕ(x) → eiaϕ(x),
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with a ∈ R a constant. This changes the Lagrangian as

L = e−iaϕ̄(iγµ∂µ −m)eiaϕ

= ϕ̄(iγµ∂µ −m)ϕ,

so this is a symmetry of the Lagrangian. The corresponding infinitesimal phase change is

Xµ
B = 0, XF = iaϕ,

which has a corresponding Noether current

Jµ =
∂L

∂(∂µ)ϕ
XF = ϕ̄iγµiaϕ = −aϕ̄γµϕ.

This means that ∂µϕ̄γ
µϕ = 0.
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4 Spinor Bundles

In order to use Noether’s theorem to obtain a stress moment tensor of spinor fields interacting
with gravity, we need a Lagrangian for the system. The Lagrangian for spinor fields in flat
spacetime as mentioned before is

L = ϕ̄(iγµ∂µ −m)ϕ (39)

and the Lagrangian for gravity, when described using general relativity is the Einstein-Hilbert
Lagrangian

LEH = −1

2
(R+ 2Λ),

where R is the scalar curvature associated to a metric g on spacetime and Λ is the cosmological
constant [5]. This Lagrangian concerns empty space; to describe space with matter, one adds a
matter term to the Lagrangian, which depends on the type of matter being considered. subsection
1 introduces principal bundles and associated bundles, which are used to describe gravity and
spinors respectively. These are used to construct a spinor bundle, which describes a spinor field
with negligible gravitational efffect. subsection 2 introduces the universal spinor bundle which
is used to describe spinors whose gravitational effect is not neglected.

4.1 Principal Bundles

We now consider spinor fields in a gravitational background, i.e. the spinor has negligible grav-
itational effect and instead all gravity comes from some mass external to the system. This
comes into effect as a fixed metric g on the spacetime M . For each tangent space TxM
at some point x ∈ M the metric gives a way to call a basis orthonormal. That is, a ba-
sis bi is orthonormal if gx(bi, bj) = ηij . Call the set of all such bases at x OF (M)x, then
OF (M) =

⋃̇
x∈MOF (M)x is the orthonormal frame bundle of M. A basis is equivalently defined

by a frame f : R4 → TxM,f : ei 7→ bi, for which gx(v, w) = η(f−1v, f−1w). An element of the
orthogonal group Λ ∈ O(1, 3) acts on these frames by f · Λ = f ◦ Λ, taking an orthogonal frame
to another orthogonal frame, as for f ′ = f ◦ Λ

g(v, w) = η(f−1v, f−1w) = η(Λf ′−1v,Λf ′−1w) = η(f ′−1v, f ′−1w).

By introducing an orientation and time orientation on the bundle and restricting the frames to
those that agree with the orientations, we obtain the oriented, time oriented frame bundle [7],
which we will call OF+(M). The action of the proper orthochronous Lorentz group SO+(1, 3)
on the fibres of this bundle is transitive and free. This is an example of a principal bundle, which
similar to a vector bundle is a bundle for which each fibre is group isomorphic to a given group.
Principal bundles have the following formal definition.

Definition. Let M be a smooth manifold and G a Lie group. Then a smooth principal bundle
over M with structure group G (or a G-bundle over M) is a smooth manifold P, with a smooth
mapping π : P → M and a smooth right action σ : P × G → P , σ(p, g) = p · g of G on P such
that the following hold:
1. σ preserves the fibres of π, i.e. π(p · g) = π(p) ∀p ∈ P,∀g ∈ G
2. for each x ∈ M there exists an open set U containing x with a diffeomorphism ϕ : π−1(U) →
U × G of the form ϕ(p)(π(p), φ(p)), where φ must satisfy φ(p · g) = φ(p)g for all p ∈ π−1(U)
and g ∈ G
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[7]
If we want to put vectors on this bundle, we will require the notion of an associated vector

bundle. To define this, let V be a vector space, ρ : G → GL(V ) a smooth representation on V,
which gives a smooth left action of G on V, namely g · v = (ρ(g))(v). Then σ : ((p, v), g) 7→
(p · g, g−1 · v) is a smooth right action of G on P × V . The orbit space of this action P ×ρ V
is then the set of equivalence classes [(p, v)] = {(p · g, g−1 · v)|g ∈ G}. Then we define the
projection mapping πρ : P ×ρV → M , by [(p, v)] 7→ π(p), which is well defined as π(p ·g) = π(p).
Then the vector bundle associated with G ↪→ P

π−→ M by this action is denoted is the fibre
bundle πρ : P ×ρ V → M . To describe spinors, the action on which is determined by the double
cover Spin(1,3) of SO+(1, 3), we thus need a principal bundle for which the fibres are isomorphic
to Spin(1,3).A spin bundle Qg is a Spin(1,3)-bundle that must double cover OF+(M). Qg is
equipped with an action of Spin(1,3) such that for any element p̃ ∈ Qg , and Λ̃ ∈ Spin(1,3)
covering p ∈ F , Λ ∈ SO+(1, 3) respectively φ(p̃ · Λ̃) = p ·Λ. This is summarized by the following
commutative diagram:

Qg Spin(1, 3)

F+(M) SO+(1, 3)

Spin bundles do not always exist and need not be unique. The existence of spin bundles depends
on the topology of the spacetime M [7]. Then with the representation of Spin(1,3) already given
before we obtain the spinor bundle πspin : Qg×spinC4 → M . A problem with this construction is
that a transformation of spacetime can change the metric. Then this change in the metric changes
the principal Spin-bundle, which automatically changes the spinor field. In order to determine
each of these changes we will consider a construction called the universal spinor bundle.

4.2 Universal Spinor Bundle

In order to construct the universal spinor bundle we follow an article by Müller and Nowaczyk[10].
We consider the oriented frame bundle of manifold M, in our case this will be R4 and we will
denote this bundle as F+(M). The fiber at each point consists of all bases whose orientation is
consistent with the orientation of the manifold. This can also be written as the set of orientation
preserving linear maps from R4 to the tangent space TxM .

F+
x = {f : R4 → TxM |f linear and preserves orientation}

given an element A ∈ GL+
4 , the 4 by 4 matrices with positive determinant, and an element

f ∈ F+
x the multiplication f ◦A, acts freely and transitively on the fibres. This makes F+(M) a

principal GL+
4 bundle over M. GL+

4 is connected, so it has an universal cover, denoted G̃L
+

4 . To
make the associated spinor bundle we first take a spin structure over M, which is a double cover
Q of F+(M) with an action of G̃L

+

4 on the fibres of Q, compatible with the action of GL+
4 on

F+(M). This means that for any frame Ẽ ∈ F̃+(M) covering E ∈ F+(M) and element Λ̃ ∈ G̃L
+

4

covering Λ ∈ GL+
4 u(Ẽ · Λ̃) = E · Λ, which can be summarized by the following commutative
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diagram:

Q G̃L+
4

F+(M) GL+
4

We can restrict the actions to the proper orthochronous Lorentz group SO+(1, 3) ⊂ GL+
4 and

its cover Spin ⊂ G̃L
+

4 . This allows us to define the orbit spaces Q/spin ∼= F+(M)/SO+(1, 3),
which can be identified with the space of Lorentzian metrics on M, denoted S1,3M , by identifying
each section of the orbit space with the metric that makes the bases orthogonal. To do this,
consider a section of the orbit space s ∈ Γ(F+(M)/SO+(1, 3)). At each point x ∈ M this is an
equivalence class of oriented bases. Take one such oriented basis, f ∈ sx, and define the metric
as

g(v, w) = η(f−1v, f−1w)∀v, w ∈ TxM.

with η the Minkovski inner product with respect to the canonical basis of R4. This does not
depend on the choice of f as for any f ′ ∈ sx, we can write f ′ = f ◦Λ−1 for some Λ ∈ SO+(1, 3).
Then

g(v, w) = η(f ′−1v, f ′−1w) = η(Λf−1v,Λf−1w) = η(f−1v, f−1w).

This construction gives mappings

κM :F+(M) → S1,3M

f 7→ η(f−1·, f−1·)

and similarly κ̃M : Q(M) → S1,3M .
Given a choice of representation ρ : Spin → GL(C4) we can associate a C4 bundle to Q. This

bundle is

πΣ
SM :ΣM = Q(M)×Spin C4 → S1,3M

[B̃, v] → κ̃M (B̃).

This projection is well defined as all B̃ in the equivalence class differ by an action of Spin, which
does not change the metric. This can also be considered a bundle over M using the projection
πM : S1,3M → M , which gives the projection πΣ

M = πM ◦ πΣ
SM , which makes the diagram

ΣM S1,3M

M

πΣ
SM

πΣ
M

πM

commute. Since there are now multiple bundles over M, different bundle projections are denoted
by using superscripts and subscripts associated with domain and codomain respectively, and
bundles are referred to by their projections. The sections of πΣ

M store the information of both
the metric g and the spinor field. To see this we take a universal spinor field Φ ∈ Γ(πΣ

M ). To
obtain a metric we note that g = πΣ

SM ◦ Φ is a metric on M by the construction of the bundle.
Writing Φ = [B̃, v] now that we have g, we can obtain the spinor field by considering the section
ϕ ∈ Γ(πg

Spin) given by [B̃, v], which is well defined, as B̃ is a section of the spinor bundle Qg, by
construction of g.
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5 Conclusion

The transformation behaviour of spinors can be defined using the spin group, whose action on
the spinors comes from the action of the Clifford algebra on

∧
C2 ∼= C4. This transformation

behaviour is a symmetry of the Dirac equation and the Lagrangian whose Euler-Lagrange equa-
tion is the Dirac equation. Using Noether’s theorem this yields the canonical energy-momentum
tensor

Θµν = ϕ̄iγµ∂νϕ− ηµν ϕ̄iγα∂αϕ− ηµνmϕ̄ϕ

and canonical moment tensor

Θµκλ = xκΘµλ − xλΘµκ +Σµκλ.

For further study it may be interesting to construct the Lagrangian for the universal spinor
field. This can be used to describe an electron, or other spin-12 particle, coupled to gravity,
and as such its conserved currents may be of physical interest. This will likely also require the
consideration of infinitesimally natural bundles to describe the infinitesimal variations used in
Noether’s theorem.

Similarly, a further study can show how to couple a spinor field to electromagnetism, or even
the weak and strong nuclear forces and derive the conserved currents of such fields.
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