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Understanding the landscape

Design

Reflection



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Tallinn coastline

“Current Tallinn is a seaside city, not a sea city” 
- Villem Tomiste, Estonian architect



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Contextual analysis



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Contextual analysis conclusion



HANSEATIC 
LEAGUE

IMPERIAL RUSSIA

1980
Olympic Yachting 
Centre

1980
Linnahall

2022
Kalaranna 
kvartal

2018
Nobblesner

1912
Imperial Russia 
principal submarine 
shipyard, until 1918
but ship building and 
repair continued until 
2018

1840
Patarei fortress

1918-1920
Patarei prison

2019
Exhibition 
“Communism is a 
prison”

2021
terminal C

2020
terminal D

1916-1917
seaplane hangar

1902
Russalka memorial

2012
Lenusadam museum

1929-1975
Pirita beach house

1960
Marjamae memorial

2018 
‘Counter-monument’

1979
Pirita beach house

1950s
Paljassare port

INDEPENDENCE USSR INDEPENDENCE

1356 1710 19401918 1991

1811
Sugar factory

1873
Summer house for 
Count Anatoli 
Orlov-Davydov

1877
Plywood and furniture 
factory

1937
Military 
aviation 
school

1940
Occupied by 
the USSR 
army

1987
Permanent 
exhibition 
“History and 
Revolution 
Museum of the 
Estonian SSR”

2008 
New permanent 
exhibition “Will to be free. 
90 Years of the Republic 
of Estonia”

UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
History of the coast



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Complex role of the sea



RELIGERE
‘RE-LINKING’

PHYSICAL LINK SPIRITUAL LINK



By introducing the platform with its level at the same 
height as the jungle top, these people had suddenly 

obtained a new dimension of life

UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Role of architecture



Linnahall Kalaranna kvartal

Jahu

UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Role of architecture



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Role of architecture



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Site



UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Site conditions



MEANINGFUL 
CONNECTION

Heaven

Earth

Environmental psychology

Orientation Spatial function

ImageabilityBelonging
Place

Identi�cation



The romantic landscape

Macro

Micro

The cosmic landscape

Macro

Micro

UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
Character



LANDSCAPE AND CHARACTER
James Turrell - Arizona, USA



LANDSCAPE AND CHARACTER
James Turrell - Den Haag, Netherlands
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LANDSCAPE AND CHARACTER
Horizontal
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LANDSCAPE AND CHARACTER
Vertical



LANDSCAPE AND CHARACTER
Low sky, wide horizon
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TYPE NATURE FORM

‘... the art of building is born out of a pre-existing 
germ; nothing whatsoever comes from nothing... the 
type is a sort of kernel around and in accordance to 
which the variations that the object is susceptible of 

are ordered’
- Quatremere de Quincy, 1832

GENESIS OF FORM
Form and nature



Courtyard
Luis Baraggan

Platform
Jorn Utzon

GENESIS OF FORM
Form and nature



The Desert

No support from the sand or rocks but stands 
alone between the ground and the sky, 

burned-in-clarity of the mind

The Study 

Protected, calm, perfection of thought

ST. JEROME
Alison Smithson



FRAMING
Framing the sky 
and the horizon



FRAMING
Framing the sky 
and the horizon



PLAN
Framing the sky 
and the horizon



FACING THE CITY



I
Light is the vertical







COURTYARD
Framing the vertical





II
Light is both





PLATFORM
Framing the horizon



III
Light is the horizon





I

II

FACING THE SKY
In relation to the topography



TOUCHING THE GROUND
Structure



TOUCHING THE GROUND
Structure



TOUCHING THE GROUND
Structure





Thank you


