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DRAWN TO 
THE CORNER
Positioning an Architecture Archive as the Next Figure within DeSingel Art Campus, 
Clustering the CVAa and VAi. 
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Flanders Architecture Archive
Currently located in the city centre
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Flanders Architecture Archive
Currently located in the city centre

ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE AT DE SINGEL, 

Clustering the CVAa and VAi 
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Site Location
The city
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Site Location
1:1250 studio model
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Site Location
1:1250 studio model
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Site Location
The plot
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Site Location
The building
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Accumulation
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Building Phases
1968. Conservatorium by L. Stynen



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 12

Building Phases
1980. Theatre Halls by L. Stynen
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Building Phases
1987. Extension Conservatorium by L. Stynen & P. de Meyer
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Building Phases
2000. Extension and Circulation by S. Beel
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Building Phases
2010. 12.000m  Art Campus by S. Beel2
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The present Singel
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Current State
1:200 studio model
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GROUND FLOOR
1 : 700

Current State
1:500 Groundfloor
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1:500 Groundfloor
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Present Challenges
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Present Challenges

Site:
 Ambiguous plot, scale of surrounding urban blocks, 

hanging in between building and campus

Spatial organisation:
 Accumulation of figures share a large porous but cluttered 

complex without real shared space except for hallways

Programme: 
Brief as given by CVAa is for failed competition and is not 

tailored to the Singel complex
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Positioning towards architecture archives
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Collective Precedent Studies 
Exploring the presence and public character of the archive typology

John Soane, London, 1808-1812, 
Sir John Soane

Ark Des, Stockholm, 2024, Rafael 
Moneo (conversion), Arrhov Frick 

(redesign)

City Archive, Bordeaux, 2015, 
Robbrecht en Daem

Herzog & de Meuron Kabinett, 
Basel, 2014, HdM

Drawing Matter Archive, Somerset, 
UK 2014, Hugh Strange

Ungers House extension, 1990, 
OM Ungers

Canadian Centre for Architecture 
(CCA), Montreal, 1989, Peter Rose

Beinicke rare books and 
manuscripts library, Yale University, 

New Haven, Connecticut, 1963, 
SOM
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Kabinett, by Herzog & de Meuron
Collective Precedent Studies 

Picture of model. Recreation by Jiarui Xing, Dilek Zaid and Silas Windrich
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Kabinett, by Herzog & de Meuron
Collective Precedent Studies 

Photo by Iwan Baan. Exhibition space of Kabinett Architecture 
Archive by Herzog & de Meuron

Picture of model. Recreation by Jiarui Xing, Dilek Zaid and Silas Windrich
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P1 proposal
Layers of storage and display
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P1 proposal
Layers of storage and display
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P1 proposal
Layers of storage and display
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P1 proposal
Layers of storage and display
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Proposal
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Embracing the art campus,
from singular building to urban block
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The Proposal
the volumes of the two interventions



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 50

The Proposal
existing state
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Activation of Shared Facilities
a central foyer with two entrances
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1 : 700

Existing Groundfloor



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 53

A

A

C

C

B B

GROUND FLOOR
1 : 700

Clearing Void Spaces
Demolition in Yellow
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B B
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GROUND FLOOR
1 : 700
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Proposal Groundfloor
Additions in red
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Proposal Groundfloor
Shared facilities 
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B B

A

A

GROUND FLOOR
� : 700

C

C

Proposal Groundfloor
Enhance relation with courtyard
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Proposal Groundfloor

B B

A

A

GROUND FLOOR
� : 700

C

C

Entrances and circulation
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FIRST FLOOR
1 : 700

Proposal First Floor
Additions in red
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Proposal First Floor
Circulation space on ‘the public floor’
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Proposal First Floor
Loops and circulation
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FIRST FLOOR
� : 700

Proposal First Floor
New loop through courtyard
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The Brief Restructured
visualized overview

Brief

original 
state

Public

reception/counter
expo space
reading room
library

Office

workspace
meeting room small
meeting room large
kitchen, dressingroom

Archive

packaging material
waiting depot
loading dock
triage space correct
quarantine
cleaning space
pre-depot
processing
digitization
restoration
depot storage
server space

100	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2

300	 m2
30	 m2
80	 m2
150	 m2

120	 m2
100	 m2
150	 m2
60	 m2
120	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
2500	 m2
10	 m2

Brief

additions

Public

central foyer
bookstore
second expo space
cafe/coffee	corner

Office

flexible	workspace

Archive

technical space

500	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
100	 m2

200	 m2

50	 m2

Brief

restructured

Shared Facilities

central foyer
bookstore
reception/counter
cafe/coffee	corner
expo space
second expo space
meeting room large
loading dock

Archive Workspace
 
workspace
meeting room small
reading room
library
flexible	workspace
kitchen, dressingroom

Archive Depot

packaging material
waiting depot
triage space correct
quarantine
cleaning space
pre-depot
processing
digitization
restoration
depot storage
server space 
technical space

500	 m2
200	 m2
100	 m2
100	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
80	 m2
150	 m2

300	 m2
30	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
150	 m2

120	 m2
100	 m2
60	 m2
120	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
2500	 m2
10	 m2
50	 m2

Shared Facilities

central foyer
bookstore
reception/counter
cafe/coffee	corner
expo space
second expo space
meeting room large
loading dock

Archive Workspace
 
workspace
meeting room small
reading room
library
flexible	workspace
kitchen, dressingroom

Archive Depot

packaging material
waiting depot
triage space correct
quarantine
cleaning space
pre-depot
processing
digitization
restoration
depot storage
server space 
technical space

1000	 m2
200	 m2
150	 m2
200	 m2
300	 m2
300		 m2
500	 m2
400	 m2

300	 m2
30	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
100	 m2
150	 m2

120	 m2
100	 m2
60	 m2
120	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
2800	m2
10	 m2
50	 m2

Design
Proposal
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Archive Depot

packaging material
waiting depot
triage space correct
quarantine
cleaning space
pre-depot
processing
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restoration
depot storage
server space 
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500	 m2
200	 m2
100	 m2
100	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
80	 m2
150	 m2

300	 m2
30	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
150	 m2

120	 m2
100	 m2
60	 m2
120	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
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60	 m2
2500	 m2
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Shared Facilities

central foyer
bookstore
reception/counter
cafe/coffee	corner
expo space
second expo space
meeting room large
loading dock

Archive Workspace
 
workspace
meeting room small
reading room
library
flexible	workspace
kitchen, dressingroom

Archive Depot

packaging material
waiting depot
triage space correct
quarantine
cleaning space
pre-depot
processing
digitization
restoration
depot storage
server space 
technical space

1000	 m2
200	 m2
150	 m2
200	 m2
300	 m2
300		 m2
500	 m2
400	 m2

300	 m2
30	 m2
200	 m2
200	 m2
100	 m2
150	 m2

120	 m2
100	 m2
60	 m2
120	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
60	 m2
2800	m2
10	 m2
50	 m2

Design
Proposal

De Singel: 48.000 m2

Original brief: 5260 m2

Proposal:
- Shared facilities 3050 m2
- Archive building 4190 m2

Conclusion
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The architecture archive as next corner figure



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 64

The next institution specific corner figure
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The theater figure
The next institution specific corner figure
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The dance school
The next institution specific corner figure
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The archive figure
The next institution specific corner figure
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presence and visibility on street axis
Placement and  Volume
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presence and visibility on street axis
The Volume
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The Volume
embracing the ambiguity of the plot

BP tower 
57m

Crown Plaza 
70m

City centre
25m - 28m

Archive
26m & 34m

Stynen tower 
45m
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The Volume
Relating to the cornerbuildings across the street
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Picture of 1:200 Model
A corner figure for the campus and the crossroad
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Model pictures of 1:200
a figure on the crossroads, an extention towards the city
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Workings of the archive
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Workings of the Archive
a vertical storage system
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Section
12 floors of storage, stacking three shelves per climate zone

SECTION D
1 : 200
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ventilation with
heat reclamation

heat pump

thermal energy storage (WKO)

floor heating

in/out take on roofPV panels (east-west orientation)

Rooftop terrace

passive sun shading

ventilation with
heat reclamation

heat pump

thermal energy storage (WKO)

floor heating

in/out take on roofPV panels (east-west orientation)

Rooftop terrace

passive sun shading

SECTION D
1 : 200

Section 1:200
Climate design as part of the vertical machine
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SECTION A
1 : 500

section to highlight circulation
Delivery and Transport
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SECTION A
1 : 500

section to highlight circulation
Delivery and Transport
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1 : 70
0

CC

SECTION A
1 : 500

Public circulation above ground
Delivery and Transport
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CC

SECTION A
1 : 500

Archival circulation through basement
Delivery and Transport



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 83

GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Floorplan Archive Building
1:200 Groundfloor
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Climate design
Making optimal use of the vertical system

airlock

vertical shaft space

air supply

air suction

second thermal border

entrance

first thermal border

CLT cores

outside fire escape



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 85

Structure
CLT cores and timber skeleton 

400x400 Laminated timber column

320 CHS steel column

160 7L CLT slab

450x150 KRT LVL S-beam 

400 HEB steel beam

250 SHS-HF steel column
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Structure
Axonometric drawing of the two system interlocking
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Structure
Axonometric drawing of storage system
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Entrance to the archive
1:200 Groundfloor
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Entrance to the archive
1:200 Groundfloor
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The Entrance Square
1:300 Groundfloor
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The Entrance Square
Additions in red, demolition in yellow
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The Entrance Square
With three entrances
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

The Entrance
Into a double height space
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Window Into Depot
A view of the vertical storage system
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room



GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D
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Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room



GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D
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Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room



GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D
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Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room



GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D
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Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room



GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D
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Groundfloor, double height space
The Reading Room
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SECTION D
1 : 200

The Reading Room
Groundfloor, double height space
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Moving around the depot volume

SECTION D
1 : 200

A View into the Depot



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 104

Shelving wrapped around depot volume
A View into the Depot
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PEIL = 0
+1.3 NAP

6.280+P
2ND FLOOR

2.880+P
1ST FLOOR

9.680+P
3RD FLOOR

FRAGMENT OF SECTION E
1:20 (scaled to 1:33 on A3)

A glance into the archive
A View into the Depot
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GROUNDFLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Windows highlighted on groundfloor
A View into the Depot
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FIRST FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

A View into the Depot
Windows highlighted on first floor
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FIRST FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Circulation
A loop around the archive
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Circulation
In relation to the existing loops
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Transition and Continuation
In relation to the existing loops
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Transition and Continuation
The continuation of floor heights
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Transition and Continuation
From one to another
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Transition and Continuation
From one to another
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SE ELEVATION
1 : 200

SE ELEVATION
1 : 200

Relating to Modernism
From monolith volume to layered surfaces
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NW ELEVATION
1 : 200

Relating to Modernism
From monolith volume to layered surfaces
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NW ELEVATION
1 : 200

Relating to Modernism
From monolith volume to layered surfaces
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Facade Fragment
1:50 section and facade build-up
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1:20 (scaled to 1:33 on A3)

PEIL = 0
+1.3 NAP

16.480+P
5TH FLOOR

23.280+P
7TH FLOOR

DETAIL E.002

DETAIL E.003

DETAIL E.001

 DETAIL E.004

Facade Fragment
1:20 section and details
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KRT LVL S Beam (450x300)

Shadow gap between
beam and ceiling panel

Aluminum finish

HR++ glass

6100 Aluminum
window frame (40x90)

Water barrier

Corrugated metal sheet

Aluminum finish

6100 Aluminum
window frame (40x90)

Floor construction from top to bottom
- Floor finish
- Variokomp floorheating system
- Vibration insulation
- KRT 260 BOX system (GUTEX wood fiber insulation)
- SLB Aucoustic lowered ceiling system

Wall construction from right
to left  (Rc ≥ 5,1 m2K/W)
- Corrugated metal sheet
- Mouting system
- Water barrier
- 50 mm GUTEX wood fiber insulation
- 160mm Sandwich panel with GUTEX
- Plasterboard
- Wall finish

Distancer

Aluminum finish

4
7

12
1

22
13

0
13

0
20

25
25

3
1

71
2

5423910125300

41212 130 18 50 30 30

HR++ glass

DETAIL E.002
(scale 1:5 on A3)

FRAGMENT OF SECTION E
1:20 (scaled to 1:33 on A3)

PEIL = 0
+1.3 NAP

16.480+P
5TH FLOOR

23.280+P
7TH FLOOR

DETAIL E.002

DETAIL E.003

DETAIL E.001

 DETAIL E.004

Detail E.002
1:20 section and details



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 124

KRT LVL S Beam (450x300)

Shadow gap between
beam and ceiling panel

Aluminum finish

HR++ glass

6100 Aluminum
window frame (40x90)

Water barrier

Corrugated metal sheet

Aluminum finish

6100 Aluminum
window frame (40x90)

Floor construction from top to bottom
- Floor finish
- Variokomp floorheating system
- Vibration insulation
- KRT 260 BOX system (GUTEX wood fiber insulation)
- SLB Aucoustic lowered ceiling system

Wall construction from right
to left  (Rc ≥ 5,1 m2K/W)
- Corrugated metal sheet
- Mouting system
- Water barrier
- 50 mm GUTEX wood fiber insulation
- 160mm Sandwich panel with GUTEX
- Plasterboard
- Wall finish

Distancer

Aluminum finish
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HR++ glass

DETAIL E.002
(scale 1:5 on A3)

Detail E.002
Compared to interior on 5th floor



ARCHIVING ARCHITECTURE 		SILAS WINDRICH	 4867556	 P5 PRESENTATION             2024-25 MSc3/4 AR3AI100 125

FIFTH FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Double Height Spaces
1:200 Fifth floor
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THIRD FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Double Height Spaces
1:200 Third floor
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SIXTH FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Typical floor
1:200 Sixth floor
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SEVENTH FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Roof terrace
1:200 Seventh floor
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EIGTH FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Private floors
1:200 Eighth floor
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NINTH FLOOR
1 : 200

D D

Top Floor View
1:200 ninth floor
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SECTION D
1 : 200

Top Floor View
1:100 Section
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SECTION D
1 : 200

The Round Window
A view along the edge of the city
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Back to the Corner Figure
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Thank you
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