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Theatricality
the unloading of the truck is not 
only a necessary happening, it 
is orchestrated as part of the 
supermarket that does not happen 
completely behind the scenes

Neighbourhood kitchen
above the place of the old stage, 
now connecting with the new facade 
to the outside and the Puntpark, the 
kitchen brings together neighbours 
and their cultures, exchanging food, 
stories and sustainably dealing with 
leftovers from the supermarket

Lighting passage
The grid of the skylights continues in the lower 
part of the passage. White light / daylight 
coloured during daylight hours, soft yellow in 
the evening.

Galleries
Surrounding the new square or stage in the middle of the passage, the 
galleries are the extroverted element in the market hall. They offer a 
space to see and be seen. A place for festivities and performances, 
neighbourhood councils, or debates. From day to day it can be a space 
for the neighbourhood kitchen to serve its dinners, a space to retreat with 
a just bought meal or it can be used as a space for language classes; 
happening in the open, so people feel free to join.

Through the mid-level between the building’s first floor, in the agora the 
galleries’ elevations offer a connecting distance.

Passage as ‘grab and go’- route
Following supermarket layout plans, the passage 
offers the quick route, for people who are looking 
to find a quick meal, a drink and a snack and head 
out again. The elaborate shopping can instead 
be done through entering the shops behind and 
the larger non-food and durable products section 
that still resembles the former supermarket.

Skylight
The skylight highlights the passage, and allows daylight 
inside the large hall. In the lower part this effect is 
recreated by light panels (see section above).
It is divided in four glass panes, with the central ones to 
be electrically opened for ventilation

Plaster remains
Remnants of the plaster show 
the history of the cinema hall, 
especially the decorative 
elements that have been 
carefully kept intact

Drum
This is the connecting 
element, allowing vertical 
access to the galleries 
and the neighbourhood 
kitchen.
Meanwhile it is an 
introspective space to 
retreat and reflect. It can 
be used as microtheatre, 
as shown here, but also 
as prayer space as shown 
on the right.

It is created from bricks 
harvested from the same 
facade it is nestled into.

Bricks needed: 18.000
Bricks harvested 20.000+

Entrance Minckelerstraat
The passage leads to the neighbourhood street. 
Continue through to arrive at the Puntpark

Logistics
During delivery times only one of the doors is 
open for customers and passersby.

Entrance Minckelerstraat
Through the porch and the neighbourhood 
kitchen it is possible to see inside the market 
hall. This creates connection between outside 
and inside

LONGITUDINAL SECTION
LORENTZPASSAGE: THE STAGE FOR SOCIAL LIFE

CROSS SECTION
INTERIOR FACADE AND DRUM AS INTROSPECTIVE SPACE

NEW FACADE
INVITATION TO COME IN
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Pergola as cover
The pergola forms a roof for the 
structure of the galleries. This 
creates a more human scale as the 
distance to the ceiling is still quite 
far. The ledges offer a possibility 
to cover the gallery more for 
certain events or to offer space for 
hanging decoration. Besides this it 
ensures that the lighting and sound 
installations are not in direct view

Waterproof feet
The columns base is a steel foot. 
This ensures longevity for the 
timber columns, as they will not be 
affected by any remnants of water 
when the floor has been cleaned. 
Any dust will not heap up against 
the column, but below, out of view

Temporality of construction
Wood has a certain temporal quality; in city fires, wooden houses would 
burn down. The oldest houses that still exist, are still here becuase they 
were already built in stone. Wood was even seen as a reusable item 
during that time. Constructive wood was not to be thrown out or burnt 
during reconstructions. It was to be handed back to the municipality to 
be reused for construction. In a sense the elements in this brick building 
keep that in mind, but re-interpret the materials and their rules too. Where 
the drum embeds itself into the existing structure, reusing its bricks. The 
timber is brought in as new, but its structure only touches the existing 
building at three points. The fourth point leans on the newly erected brick 
drum. This ensures that for any future plans the building is not drastically 
affected by the new interventions.

Extended railing
As a reference to theatre boxes, the railing is constructed 
with a slight distance from the column. This creates 
a slight distinction in space, creating places people 
can claim as ‘theirs’ during the time they spend there. 
Small borders like these give people the opportunity 
to withdraw slightly within social circumstances, which 
leads to more purposeful interactions.

Visible structure
The entire wood structure can be seen from inside 
and from below. The stacking of floor on crossbeams, 
crossbeams on beams and beams on column make for 
an elemental construction. The elements are created to 
be very simple in their materiality and the ornamentation 
purely comes from the material language. This way the 
elememts most clearly speak in a way thay eveyrone 
may understand.
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