
Renaissance of Cultural Identity
                                - historic districts regeneration in Beijing inner city
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1. Central Axis
symbolic structure axis of centralities

source: Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning & Design
Beijing masterplan2004-2020

2. Hutong and courtyards
chess board pattern

fish-bone hutongs spatial qualtiy/ culture

3. Typical Life style of hutong

Central Axis Urban Structure 

Urban Morphology 

totally top down intervention

out of historic context in new urban develpment 

historic districts are shrinking
the spacial quality are decaying
the historic urban fabric is interrupted
fragmentation

Typical life style Urban Context                  
the social structure has been changed
the segregation between different social groups
the original residents are forcing out

Hutong+ Courtyards 

Cultural Identity

SPATIAL

SOCIAL

ECONOMIC

urban vitality

How to intervene Beijing inner city regeneration from spa-
tial and social aspects,in order to renaissance the cul-
tural identity of Beijing inner city and urban vitality 
under the contemporary development?
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private owned courtyard housing

private owned open space

over crowded courtyard housing

limited open space

shared courtyard housing

shared open space

population: 28,200
area: 56 ha

A. Low density luxury courtyard housing
(sell on market)

B. Medium density shard courtyard housing
(rent on market)

   

C. High density apartment housing
(social housing)
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OPERATION MANAGEMENT/COOPERATIONINVESTEGATION

social housing

bad quality courtyard housing

good quality courtyard housing

housing quality

housing property
historic streetsmixed use area

€

rent

local residents’ decision

€rent
regeneration standard
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middle quality courtyard housing
€ compensation

construction team

Three key words of housing instituation’s obligation:

investigation: prepare information for urban regeneration in historic districts

operation: housing construction, upgrade public facilities

managment: management finance flow, supervision on housing quality, maintaining housing quality
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upgrade facilities

widen roads

regeneration areas in phase one

road widen

basic facility upgrade

negotiation
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historic streets regeneration

new site construction

historic monuments /good qualtiy
courtyard housing renew

Results: opportunity for courtyard housing renew
               attract private developers
               introduce more functions into the areas
               opportunity for obtain regeneration nace 

housing institution local residents

1/3

move in
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phase three

combined development

site area=29690.51m2

function

commercial areas

office/apartments

culture

leixure(cafe/bar/gym)

open space

parking

constructed area=52552.2m2 FAR=1.77 a=vr/12*[1-1/(1+r)n]

percentage area(m2) profit  rmb/m2/m) profit cost

40% 21020.8 202(730) 424201.6

10% 5255.22 131.1 688959.3

35% 18393.27 92.24 1696595.2

15% 7882.83 138.3 1090196.3

30% 15765.66

750 30000 61 360 270000

4169952.4
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housing construction

dene social housing location

housing institution local residents

regeneration areas in phase three
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HOUSING TYPES

ROOM SIZE

RENT PRICE

20-90m2 60-120m2

- 200  m2 +

2 million € for sell
12-24 €/m 
Low rental housing

240-480 €/m 
market rental housing

140-500 €/m

12-54 €/m 
Low rental housing

  2,500 €/m for rent
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 key elements for historic districts regeneration

Beijing 25 historic districts 2002

                Beijing land price 2000

local redidents’ wishes

consequence of former regeneration projects

strategy of spatial intervention
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