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housing humanity, building locality
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“ ... indirectly, and without any clear sense of the nature of his 
task, in making the city man has remade himself ”

- Robert Park (urban sociologist)
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physical elements   inherent qualities
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physical elements   inherent qualities

DĳRUGV�VSHFLıF�occupation
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nala soparanala sopara
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x4

problem statement // current redevelopment strategy
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Urban change and growth are inevitable realities in the morphology of cities. 

problem statement
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Urban change and growth are inevitable realities in the morphology of cities. 

The current shift from low-rise chawls to high-rise developments seeks to respond rapidly and primarily to 
prevalent density requirements, under economic pressure. 

problem statement
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Urban change and growth are inevitable realities in the morphology of cities. 

The current shift from low-rise chawls to high-rise developments seeks to respond rapidly and primarily to 
prevalent density requirements, under economic pressure. 

As a result, these developments lack in their consideration of established habitation practices, resulting in 
the cultivation of an urban fabric dominated by disjuncture and exclusion.

problem statement
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How can the design of affordable multi-level, mid-rise housing developments incorporate the inhabited 
familiarity and intimacy brought about through appropriative space-making practices, while responding to 

requirements of density and economy?

research question
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How can a legible and coherent urban locality be reconstructed utilising established endemic domestic practices 
as a core driver in the design process?

sub-question
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NYV^[O�[OYV\NO�ÅL_PIPSP[` TLKPH[PUN�W\ISPJ�WYP]H[L�
ZWLJ[Y\T

OPLYHYJO`�VM�VWLU�ZWHJL
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agrarian wadaarmy barracks
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baithi chawl
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bar chawl
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BDD chawl



33

BDD chawl
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BDD chawl
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BDD chawl
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ŕKDQGVKDNHŖ�FKDZO

A B C
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4\TIHP»Z�(ќVYKHISL�/V\ZPUN�7VSPJ`
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3UDGKDP�0DQWUL�$ZDV�<RMDQD��30$<�8�

“Housing For All”

���PLOOLRQ�KRXVHV�E\�0DUFK�����
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250 units 

(:6 /,* 0,*
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(:6 /,* MIG

min 35%

unlocks AHP�&HQWUDO�IXQGLQJ�
of 1.5 lakh/house 
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EWS LIG MIG

min 35%

unlocks AHP Central funding 
of 1.5 lakh/house 

CLSS U\SSPÄLZ�PU[LYLZ[ on banks
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1DWLRQDO�	�6WDWH�*RYHUQPHQW�

1*2ŖV
�63$5&��6')�

Financial Institutions
�EDQNV��SULYDWH�VHFWRU�

3ULYDWH�'HYHORSHUV�
0+$'$

5HVLGHQWV Architect

national policy umbrella (CLSS, AHP)
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3 m

VWDQGDUG�VHFWLRQ
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3 m

VWDQGDUG�H[SDQVLRQ
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4.7 m

3.5 m

VSOLW�OHYHO�PH]]DQLQH
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2.3 m

2.3 m

3.5 m

split level mezzaninesplit level mezzaninesplit level mezzanine
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stacking 
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stacking 
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stacking 
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inverse stacking
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height variations

G+5; accessable roof G+6; accessable roof
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rental model
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ownership model
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public frontage
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private frontage
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clustering
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basic building block
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basic cluster
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basic cluster
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basic cluster
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basic cluster
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basic cluster
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basic cluster



69

basic cluster
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basic cluster
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dwelling unit types
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ground_variation 1_live&work (rent) 

11.5m²

14m²
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ground floor_variation 2_ rent

11.5m²

14m²



86

ground floor_variation 3_EWS (ownership) 

28m²
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first_rentable units

11.5m²

14m²
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first_rentable units

11.5m²

14m²
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second & fourth floor_EWS 
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second & fourth floor_EWS 

28m²
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second & fourth floor_EWS 
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second & fourth floor_EWS 

40m²
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third and fifth floor_EWS 
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third and fifth floor_EWS 

28m²
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third and fifth floor_EWS 

28m²
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public domestic gallery
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public domestic gallery
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building technology
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cross-ventilation
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cross-ventilation
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drainage & water management
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drainage & water management
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1

2

4

6
5

3

1   25 mm ceramic tile cover  
     precast concrete frame element without reinforcment  
2   50 mm sloping cement screed 
3   250/250 mm reinforced concrete column
4   25 mm ceramic tiles
     220/110/75 mm brick  
     75 mm prefabricated concrete element  
5   25 mm ceramic tile flooring
     30 mm cement screed
     150 mm reinforced concrete floor slab
6   250/450 mm reinforced concerete beam
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1

2

4

7

5

3

6

1   25 mm ceramic tile cover
     precast concrete frame element without reinforcment  
2   50 mm sloping cement screed 
3   250/250 mm reinforced concrete column
4   four leaf brick step    
5   25 mm ceramic tile flooring
      brick stair
6   75 mm precast concrete element  
7   250/450 mm reinforced concerete beam
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1

2

4

5

6

3
5

7

1   25 mm ceramic tile cover  
     precast concrete frame element without reinforcment  
2   50 mm sloping cement screed 
3   250/250 mm reinforced concrete column
4   50 mm brick flooring 
     75 mm precast reinforced concrete element   
5   window: precast concrete frame element with aluminium frame 
6   25 mm ceramic tile flooring
     30 mm cement screed
     150 mm reinforced concrete floor slab 
7   250/450 mm reinforced concerete beam
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urban strategy
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FSI=3.5

FSI=1.8

BI=3075
m2

P=959
m2

FSI=1

BI=3013
m2

P=3013
m2
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FSI=3.5
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FSI: 2.3
dwellings/ha: 930 
people per/ha: 3532
open space: 12 028m² 
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4 m 
public corridor

4.6 m 
pull-off zone

3 m 
domestic corridor8 m 

tertiary road

4 m 
public corridor
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domestic corridor
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public corridor with pull-over zone
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domestic corridor
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domestic corridor - as-built
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domestic corridor - as-built
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4 m 
public corridor

8 m 
domestic courtyard

8 m 
tertiary road

4 m 
public corridor

public corridor and domestic corridor
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public corridor and domestic corridor
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public corridor
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domestic courtyard
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domestic courtyard
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typical unit section
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pull-over zone along public corridor



164

public courtyard
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cluster access from secondary road
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cluster access point via community spine
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community spine and public corridor intersection
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community spine and public corridor intersection


