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A Piece of News



De Wallen Is Going to Die?

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/01



New Erotic Centre Vision

Source:https://architectenweb.nl/nieuws/artikel.aspx?ID=48582



Stop!

Source: https://nos.nl/artikel/2238497-amsterdamse-rekenkamer-kraakt-opschoonproject-wallen



Short Introduction

Is De Wallen Going to Die?



Site Location



De Wallen

Source: http://szhuanlan.zhihu.comp33781971 & https://www.trouw.nlbinnenlandnaar-de-efteling-of-de-wallen~bb10a9f4



Development of Canal City: Amsterdam

Source: https://www.amsterdamredlightdistricttour.com/fr/history-of-amsterdam/red-lightdistrict-history.



Development of De Wallen



Representation of Tourism and Globalism

Data Source: https://www.spotzi.com/en/dashboard



OVERTOURISM



Social Conflicts



Consequence

Source: https://boundaryunlimited.wordpress.com/



Sex Work is Work

Source: https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/netherlands-consider-total-ban-prostitution-14274275



Public Debate

Goverment Scholar
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Government

ResidentsGovernmentSex Workers



De Wallen

Value of De Wallen



Prostitution will not Die

Source: https://boundaryunlimited.wordpress.com/



Perfect Location



Historical City Centre



Show the Body



Carnal Desire

Source: http://beersandbeans.com20121019behind-glass-doors-a-stroll-through-the-red-light-district



Diversity and Inclusiveness



More Intense and Diverse
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Diversity and Inclusiveness



Mixed Public and Private Sphere
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De Wereld

De Wereld Is also Going to Die?



Society of Spectacle, Debord

Source: https://prruk.org/how-social-media-in-the-society-of-the-spectacle-polices-thought-and-dampens-dissent/



Spectacle is a social relation among people, mediated by images

Authenticity?



Retreated Body





16th Century 17th Century 19th Century 20th Century

Retreated Body



Homogeneous City



We Are Losing Identity and Authenticity

Source: https://www.sbtnews.com.br/noticia/tecnologia



Disappearing Border between Public and Private Sphere



Publicization and Domestication

Source: https://lars.ingebrigtsen.no20200413otb37-playtime & https://www.architectural-review.com



De Wereld vs De Wallen

This is Why We Keep De Wallen



De Wereld De Wallen

Retreated Carnalized

Source: https://thetyee.caNews20200403Why-Social-Distancing-Could-Stretch-To-2022 & https://deepfocusreview.com/definitives/perfume-the-story-of-a-murderer/



Source: https//www.istockphoto.comnlfotoschicago-buildings & https://myprivacy.dpgmedia.nl/consent

De Wereld De Wallen

Homogeneous Heterogeneous



Source: https://read01.com/zh-my/O36dJmm.html#.Yp6sw3ZBxhE & https://mobile.twitter.com/amsterdamrldt

De Wereld De Wallen

Mixed Mixed



De Wereld De Wallen

Source: https://www.madinamerica.com/2022/03/mental-health-system-capitalism



To Find A City Model

Celebrate Gathering, Encountering and Serendipity



Praise the Body

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-04-11/why-munich-went-ahead-and-set-up-6-official-urban-naked-zones

Enjoy and Play Collective Activities



Contesting Risk-taking

Collecting Role-Playing
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Serendipity



Focus and Problems in De Wallen

About Over-symbolized, Over-concerntrated and Overflow
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Over-concerntration



Over-concerntration



Source: https://www.amsterdamredlightdistricttour.com/fr/history-of-amsterdam/red-light-district-history/



Symbolic Space
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'A lively place to operate our business, 
too many tourists here during the whole 
year! Indeed, you can find anything and 
any kind of service in De Wallen! I think 
it's a nice place but now it is getting 
more and more dirty and noisy!'

Tourist

Shopkeeper

Sex Worker

'Oldest part of Amsterdam, Red Light 
District is also fantastic with unique 
scene, you can find a lot of fun here! We 
found lots of pancake places to shop 
and super nice waffles! This is a must see 
while you are in Amsterdam.'

'A normal neighbourhood, but if we 
can have, why not own a beautiful 
and comfortable house with a private 
garden? Everyone wanna that!'

'I miss De Wallen in early corona time! My 
children can run freely outside, we can 
walk dogs at any time without tourists! 
I love the lovely neighbourhood but we 
need more beautiful public spaces and 
I hope there can be some more public 
spaces on the canal in  slack season.'

'I love my job and we just work here as 
sex workers to earn more money so 
that we can make a living and support 
our families. What we do not like is the 
rude clients and a lot of impolite tourists. 
I miss the previous areas in the allyes 
around the old church, secret, quiet and 
beautiful.
Besides, I really love the neighbourhood, 
nice, friendly and tolerant!'

'I think we are coming here to 
seek some enjoyment of sex, 
and sometimes we come here 
for a rest from the pressure of 
life. Regular clients can share 
the life, feeling and even secrets 
with the sex workers! De Wallen 
is an adult amusement park.'

'The rdl and coffeeshops are the main 
reason people go to Amsterdam. Lets 
face it, its boring and crap and totally 
pointless visiting the place if it gets 
gentrified it any more. Who wants to see 
arty crap etc when there are half naked 
women in windows.

Resident

Client

Come to De Wallen for Enjoyment



Enjoyment and Play



Conflicts between Spaces



Overflow



Over-concerntrationSymbolic Space Overflow

Research Focus

Enjoyment



After 2007, with 150 windows closed outside the area, the over-concentrated prostitution windows 
attract more and more tourists and curious outsiders by the wave of globalization and marketization 
into De Wallen, the famous Red Light District but also a local neighbourhood with some residents. 
The spatial overlap of the pursuits from different groups has resulted in overflow, which has crowded 
out already inadequate public space and caused many social conflicts. 

The removal of the Red Light District and the closure of the prostitution window received a lot of 
opposition, and De Wallen is seen by many social groups as an inclusive and heterogeneous place 
with a high value.

Thus, the contradictory relationship between overflow, prostitution and the life of the residents 
became a urgent problem that needed to be solved.



Pattern: Fragment Concept Section Time Schedule

Pattern: Strip Concept Section Time Schedule

Pattern: District Concept Section Time Schedule

1. Dongguan, China

2. Rimini, Italy

3. Antwerp, Belgium

Pattern: Circuit Concept Section Time Schedule

Pattern: Island Concept Section Time Schedule

Pattern: Tower Concept Section Time Schedule

4. Utrecht, the Netherlands

5. Eindhoven, the Netherlands

6. Dusseldorf, Germany



Strip District

Integrated

A main road in or leading out of a 
town, lined with shops, restaurants 
and other facilities

�An area reagrded as a distinct unit 
because of a particular characteristic

Fragment

A set of units for the use of individuals 
or for some small groups, scattered 
and concealed within the buildings

Dispersed

Illegal

Legal but not Regulated

Legal and Regulated

For City

For Prostitution

Circuit Island

Segregated

An area ,  es tab l i sh ing  i t inerary 
of  events  used for  a  part icular 
activity, typically invovling public 
performance

A closed area reagarded as Isolated, 
detached, or surrounded in some 
way from urban environment

Tower

A single building, taking on more 
clustered functions while facilitating 
more communication

Agglomerated

De Wallen



Define City of 'Enjoyment'



1. It emphasises the full range of sensuality to provide a total body without 

dependence on a particular function.

2. It does not provide ready-made, consumer forms of pleasure

3. It is open and full of possibilities



Carnal Desire



Openness



Serendipity



Leisure Space Beach not Space of Enjoyment

Source: https:\\www.bernhardlang.deadria



The Baths of Diocletian

Source: https://colosseumrometickets.combaths-diocletian



Enjoyable and Joyful Sensual and MultifunctionalFree and Random

Celebratory and CollectiveOpen and Dynamic

City of Enjoyment



Over-concentration OverflowSymbolic Space

Program CirculationSpace

Design Focus



How to reconcile prostitution, overtourism and 
residential life in De Wallen, Amsterdam through 
the design of the physical space, in order to realize 
the pursuits of enjoyment from different groups  
while relieving the environmental and social 
pressure?

What is the environmental and social pressure in 
De Wallen and how is this visible in the perspective 
of space?

Main Research Question Sub Research Question

What are the pursuits of enjoyment of different 
groups in De Wallen?

What are the spatial representations of different 
space of enjoyment?

What are possible physical space that can help 
realize to reconcile the relationship?

Circulation

Enjoyment: Program

Research Questions



Circulation

Main Research Question Theme
Space

Program

Enjoyment

WHERE

Sub Question 4

How

Strategies and Interventions

Sub Question 2
Focus, Orientation and Aim

Sub Question 3
Elements, System and Scale

Sub Question 1
Situation, Problem and Potential

WHY

WHAT

Research Framework



Conceptual Framework
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Plan of Palazzo Antonini Plan of Colehll, Berkshire Plan of An England Palace

Plan of Soane's House Plan of Bearwood Plan of A Community Designed by KCAP



Room Matrix Passage System Collective Facility

Individual Contact Individual Privacy Group Activities

Carnal Desire Socialized

Spatial Prototype
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City

Connection, Program and Path
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Connection to City



Program in De Wallen



Programs in Contrast

Entertainment Garden and Couryard Residence and Storage



Mixed Publicity and Privacy

Source: https://m.facebook.comwelivehere.amsterdamphotospcb



Mixed Publicity and Privacy
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Field of Rooms
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Detour in De Wallen
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Space of Enjoyment

Building Element Catalogue
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Game, Path and Guiding

Source: https://www.tobyscs.com/csgo-map-callout-overviews/



Objects as Guiding Elements

Source: https://chqdaily.wordpress.com/2014/07/03/a-raisin-in-the-sun-set-designed-around-naturalism/
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Documentation

Axo Source: Rethinking the City Hotel: Amsterdam, Planning &Disruptions, Interior Architecture Studio, TU Delft, 2021
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Object Catalogue
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Toward City of Enjoyment
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Masterplan
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Ground Floor Plan



Ground Floor Birdview



Sections



Programs



Program Systems
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Intervention
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Apply Object Catalogue
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For Residents
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Apply Object Catalogue
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For Residents
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Intervention
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Future Application

Plaza Playground

Co-working Social Housing

Source: Archdaily
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