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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments: 
 
Personal information 
Name Vera Verweij 
Student number 5449049 

 
Studio   
Name / Theme Architectural Wood Studio l Timber for Urban Density 
Main mentor Gilbert Koskamp Architectural design 
Second mentor Max Salzberger Technical building design 
Research mentor Anna-Lisa McSweeney Academic research 
Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

The primary reason I chose Architectural Wood is that I 
believe building with wood represents the future. 
Although I have mentioned it often in previous projects, I 
never really researched what is truly possible with wood 
as a building material. It’s a combination of my belief that 
it is the future, my interest in learning more about it, and 
my curiosity about all the possibilities wood has to offer. 

 
Graduation project  
Title of the graduation 
project 
 

From Industry to Community 

Goal  
Location: Minervahaven, Amsterdam 
The posed problem,  Cities worldwide face a growing 

housing shortage, leading to increased 
demand for space. Traditionally, this is 
tackled by adding more homes within 
urban areas. However, with limited 
space, repurposing industrial areas and 
unused spaces for housing offers a 
sustainable solution without 
compromising green spaces. The 
challenge lies in adapting industrial 
zones, which are designed for 
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production and logistics, to meet the 
needs of residential neighborhoods. 
This research explores how industrial 
areas can be transformed into hybrid 
spaces that integrate living, working, 
and social functions. A key focus is on 
creating neighborhoods that foster 
social cohesion and community well-
being by incorporating communal 
spaces, recreational facilities, and 
multifunctionality. The project aims to 
find innovative design strategies to 
repurpose industrial sites into livable, 
sustainable environments that balance 
the needs of industry with those of 
residential life, contributing to a 
thriving, connected community. 
 

research questions and  “How can the transformation of an 
industrial area into a functional 
neighborhood integrate living, working, 
public, and retail spaces to enhance 
social coherence and foster a thriving 
community?” 
 

design assignment in which these result.  "How can the tactility of wood, through 
biophilic design, enhance the quality of 
shared spaces in a neighborhood, 
promoting social interaction and well-
being while contributing to the overall 
functionality of the urban 
environment?" 

 
The development of a design strategy for a neighborhood on industrial land, where 
living, working, and social interaction come together in a natural environment, 
enhanced by the tactile qualities of wood. This strategy aims to balance these 
different functions without disrupting ongoing industrial activities. The goal is to 
create a vision where these functions complement each other, resulting in an 
attractive and livable environment where people would want to live. 
 
 
 



Process  
Method description   
Research 
The main methodology of this research will primarily involve an extensive literature 
analysis. By examining existing articles, academic papers, and relevant publications 
related to the main research question and subcategories, such as densification, 
mixed-use development, working neighborhoods and the integration of natural 
materials in urban evironments. I will use academic databases such as Google 
Scholar and JSTOR, to gather relevant sources, focusing on studies published within 
the last 10 years to ensure up-to-date information.By critically examining and 
comparing these various sources, a solid foundation will be established for critical 
argumentation on the thesis topic. This will lead to a deeper understanding of the 
current research question and inform the development of design strategies.  

 
In addition to the literature review, this research will include a comparative case 
study analysis. This analysis will focus on case studies of successful mixed-use urban 
transformations, especially those that incorporate natural materials such as wood in 
outdoor public spaces. The criteria for selecting case studies will include their 
relevance to industrial site repurposing, the integration of sustainability principles, 
and the social cohesion fostered by these developments. These case studies will 
serve as sources of inspiration for how to balance industrial activity with residential 
and public spaces in a way that supports vibrant, sustainable communities. 
 
Design 

The design process progresses through various sketches, trial and error, and 
continuously searching for additional case studies that align with my research. 
Throughout this process, I keep revisiting the key insights from the research. 

Step 1 is returning to the location. The chosen site wasn't easily accessible; an 
appointment had to be made to experience the size of the area and the project in 
person. While on site, sketches are made, which can later be further developed. 
Subsequently, model making helps clarify the scale and ideas of the project. In this 
way, with the research always in mind, the design process unfolds. 
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Reflection 
1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if 

applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme 
(MSc AUBS)?  

 
The relationship between my graduation project and the design studio is based on 
the given requirement to either go for optoppen or to elevate. I chose the option of 
optoppen because, as mentioned in my plan, it doesn't take up additional space in 
relation to nature. The use of wood fits into this as a light construction material for 
building upwards. However, the main focus of this research/project is exploring how 
the tactility of wood can be used to make an environment more attractive for social 
interaction, which in turn can contribute to a more functional neighborhood. 
 
2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional 

and scientific framework.  
 
The relevance of my graduation project lies in its potential to address both social 
and environmental challenges within urban development. Socially, it explores how 
the tactile qualities of wood can enhance environments to promote social interaction 
and well-being. Professionally, it focuses on transforming industrial erea into 
sustainable, mixed-use neighborhoods, aligning with trends in urban planning and 
architecture. Scientifically, it contributes to biophilic design by studying how tactility 
of wood influence social behavior and quality of life. 
 

 

 


