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“The migrant is in several other ways an ’ideal’ worker”
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Source: “Looking for a Job | Seasonalwork.NL.” Accessed January 26, 
2024. https://seasonalwork.nl/en/. 
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?

CASA D’ITALIA, ARNHEM. 1956.

THEN NOW FUTURE

WORKER’S HOUSING, EGCHEL, LIMBURG. 2020. TIME FOR A NEW EXPLORATION

Source: Gelders Archief, no. 3044 – 293. Source: Author
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12/99 EVER-CHANGING DEFINITION OF THE EUROPEAN UNIONINTRODUCTION

National boundaries, it would seem, hold very little meaning at all. The squiggles hint at other political 
geographies, from the deeper past or some unimaginable future. A linguistic map of Europe, meanwhile, 
might look more like one of these than it would resemble a map of political borders.

Source: https://europeanreviewofbooks.com/the-pinnacle-of-cartography-is-the-pinnacle-of-uselessness/en. 
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Source: Migration Diversity and Social Cohesion: Reassessing the 
Dutch Policy Agenda. Research for Policy, 2023. 

Source: Author
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Departure rates (observed and forecast) of foreign-born immigrants by year of immigration and 
length of stay in the Netherlands

Migrant employment in agriculture by main countries of origin, 2017 Migrant workers as share of the workforce in Dutch agriculture, 2006–2019 (%)

Source: Statistics Netherlands (CBS) Source: Open Society Foundations Source: European Journal of Migration and Law 24, 2 (2022)
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Source: Multiple SourcesSource: Provided by Nikos Katsikis during Geographical Urbanism
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Source: Open Source Data was used to produce these maps
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Fig: Conceptual FrameworkFig: Theoretical Framework
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Source: https://www.workinn.nl/waalwijk.htm
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TEMPORARY BEINGS
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Fig: Cross-Geography Trade between Poland and The Netherlands
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Fig: Triangular Employment Relationship
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Source: Author
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Temporary Agencies ensure a safe and secure hello, in the Netherlands.  
However, TAW does not live up to its promises. Tall claims are exposed 

when the workers arrive here. The system of TAW is fragile and unjust to 
the labourer’s needs. They seem glossy and welcoming digitally but are 

poorly managed on site. Market pressures are not solved by companies 
thus, labourers face the brunt of it. It is a highly controlled system. 
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Fig: Workers ‘ Housing Typologies considered in the project
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Source: Mapping Spatial Patterns
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Fig: Site photos
Source: Author



37/99 SITE SELECTION CRITERIA

N

Fig: A temporary labour work setting in Egchelhoek, Limburg
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Source: Marking over Google Earth Image
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Fig: Site Sketches
Source: Marking over Google Earth Image
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Fig: Site photos
Source: Author



40/99

Fig: Site photos
Source: Author
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Fig: Site photosFig: Site photos
Source: AuthorSource: Author
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Fig: Site photos
Source: Author
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Fig: 1:10000 Site analysis
Source: Author
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Source: Author
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VENRAY, LIMBURG
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OOSTRUM, LIMBURG

MEIJEL, LIMBURG
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MEIJEL, LIMBURG

The number of labour migrants in Noord-Limburg is expected 
to double before 2030, which will further increase the existing 

problems (Bleker et al., 2020; Etil, 2018).

Source: Google Earth
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Source: SEO 2018, ABU
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Fig: Cemetery in Amsterdam hidden away in the trees Fig: Workers ‘ Housing in Limburg hidden away in the trees
Source: Google Earth Source: Google Earth
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Fig: Gated Sports Ground for Physical Fitness
Source: Author

Fig: Canteen for workers housing at a logistics center
Source: Author
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Fig: Modular Units in Egchel
Source: Author
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Fig: Modular Tower in Panningen
Source: Author
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Fig: Surveillance in Maasbree
Source: Author



51/99

Fig: Transformed Monastery in Venlo
Source: Flexrooms Website
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Fig: Housing Catalogue 1-5
Source: Author
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Fig: Housing Catalogue 6-10
Source: Author
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Municipalities must move away from relegating temporary housing to the 
fringes of urban areas. Integrating these complexes into the broader urban 

fabric with access to public amenities, transportation and social spaces is crucial 
for fostering a sense of belonging and facilitating interaction with the wider 

community.
Minimum liveability standards should be viewed as a starting point rather than 

the ceiling for housing quality. Prioritising spacious living quarters, well-designed 
communal areas and the incorporation of green spaces can significantly improve 

the well-being and social sustainability of these communities.
The Housing Catalogue helps in comparative analysis pointing out the pros and 

cons of sites.
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Fig: Workers biking from the housing complex to the supermarket
Source: Author

Fig: Worker biking to the supermarket
Source: Author
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Fig: SWOT Analysis of the Migrant
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HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS FOR PLATFORM LADDERS 

TO PLUCK FRUITS FROM TREES IN ORCHARDS

BENDING ON KNEES TO HARVEST CABBAGE IN 

GREENHOUSES

SOFT FEMININE HANDS FOR BERRY PICKING IN 
GREENHOUSES

Source: 26 warehouse worker Jobs in Limburg, May 2024. (n.d.). Glassdoor. 
Retrieved May 8, 2024, from https://www.glassdoor.com/Job/limburg-

warehouse-worker-jobs-SRCH_IL.0,7_IS5906_KO8,24.htm 

Source: 26 warehouse worker Jobs in Limburg, May 2024. (n.d.). Glassdoor. 
Retrieved May 8, 2024, from https://www.glassdoor.com/Job/limburg-

warehouse-worker-jobs-SRCH_IL.0,7_IS5906_KO8,24.htm 

Source: https://www.berryworld.com/nl/over-ons/telers
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Fig: Weed Plucking - Hand Labour

Source: Flexjobs website
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Fig: Silence in a greenhouse

Source: Flexjobs website
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Fig: Seasonal Workers Almanac
Source: Author
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Fig: Sectors and Length of Stay
Source: Author

Fig: A worker getting back to their accomodation
Source: Author
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Fig: Couples’ Unit Bedroom Fig: Couples’ Unit Living Room
Source: Author Source: Author
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The temporary worker must always be available to the commands of their 
employer. If the employer is dissatisfied with the worker, they might lose their job. 

Losing a job also means losing your home.

The images captured during this fieldwork provided a glimpse into the modular 
housing provided to workers showcasing both single and couple units. These units, 

while adhering to the minimum requirements stipulated by SNF regulations are 
often cramped, offering limited personal space. 

Ethical considerations regarding privacy and potential distress for readers 
necessitate the omission of photographs featuring the workers themselves.
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Source: Author
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Fig: Interviewee Table
Source: Author
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Fig: All Interviewee’s Table
Source: Author
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Fig: Combining Design Opportunities and Design Threats for Designing
Source: Author
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Source: Design Principles on scale
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Fig: Helpful Guide for the Workers and Recommendations to the Municipality

TEMPORARY BEINGS
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Fig: Design Principle 1
Source for maps: PBL_2012_From-combating-to-

managing-demographic-decline-in-the-netherlands
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Fig: Design Principle 2
Source: Author
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Fig: Design Principle 2 - Clubbing Sites
Source: Author



74/99

Fig: Design Principle 3
Source: Author
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Fig: Design Principle 4
Source: Author
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Scale - 1:10000

Fig: Design Principle 4 - Tracking connections & possibilities on the site analysis map in Egchel
Source: Author
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Fig: Design Principle 5
Source: Flexhomes website and photographed by author
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Fig: High spatial quality in transformation or adaptive reuse of old vacant buildings
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Fig: Design Principle 6
Source: https://www.ccof.org/news/take-a-tour-of-tanimura-

antles-housing-for-farmworkers/
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Fig: High environmental quality for better liveability
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Fig: Design Principle 7
Source: https://kafrahousing.com/en/snf-standard/; https://faro.nl/projecten/flexwonen-oosterdreef; 

https://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/migrant-farmworker-housing/index.html
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Fig: Shared pavillions
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Fig: Design Principle 8
Source: https://architectenweb.nl/nieuws/artikel.aspx?id=58094; 

https://dezwartehond.nl/projecten/coa-opvang-ter-apel/
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Fig: Example for diverse modular typologies
Source: https://architectenweb.nl/nieuws/artikel.aspx?id=58094
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Fig: Design Principle 9
Source: Author



86/99

Fig: Workers growing products on their personal patches of land that also fosters community spirit
Source: https://jsellerov.shop/product_details/24568140.html
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Fig: Multi-unit private balconies
Source: https://www.parool.nl/columns-opinie/opinie-gemeenten-
geef-flexwoningen-de-ruimte~be324a08/?referrer=https://www.

google.com/
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Fig: Design Principle 10
Source: Photographed by Author during fieldwork
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DESIGN STRATEGIES

1. Fostering Belonging & Community:

2. Prioritising well-being and autonomy

3. Ensuring Equity and Sustainability

4. Addressing Practical Needs

5. Fostering Collaboration and Innovation
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Fig: Policy Timeline
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While flexible housing policies have emerged as a potential solution and spatial 
planning initiatives aim to create more inclusive urban environments, this project 

argues that their continued siloed operation particularly in the face of rapid 
verdozing or boxification undermines their effectiveness.Numerous reports highlight 

the positive strides made in both flexible housing and spatial planning. The speed 
and scale at which flexible housing projects materialise are commendable, offering 

a rapid response to urgent housing needs. Similarly, spatial planning initiatives 
increasingly prioritise social inclusion and mixed-income housing. However, this 

project reveals a critical oversight: the lack of integration between these two policy 
domains exacerbates the negative consequences of verdozing.
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Fig: Gift from a seasonal worker
Source: Author
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