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‘Home and homemaking’ is a topic with a long history and relevance to everyday life, and 
one that has taken on greater diversity and importance facing contemporary global migra-
tion. Moving beyond merely the antithesis of migration, the meaning, experience, and 
practice of home and homemaking in migration represent ways that migrants struggle for 
place attachment and appropriation, and on their aggregate and societal impact (Boccagni, 
2023b). To bridge the gap between the separated attention on ‘home’ and ‘migration,’ the 
Handbook on Home and Migration, edited by Paolo Boccagni, is a comprehensive collec-
tion of multidisciplinary studies related to the complex mutual entanglement of these two 
concepts.

Beginning with the theoretical underpinnings of ‘home’ as a concept, moving through 
the lived experiences of migrants and diasporas, the materiality of housing, the methodo-
logical approaches, and the specific discussions on the global South, the seven-part struc-
ture of this book decodes ‘home and migration’ into clusters of digestible knowledge. Ques-
tions of ‘home and migration’ are addressed from human mobility (Rapport & Dawson, 
2023), cultural studies (Bonnerjee, 2023; Levin, 2023; Martsin & Samuel, 2023; Salzberg, 
2023), to governing (Walters, 2023), and management (Jacobs, 2023). Different viewpoints 
transform our epistemology of ‘home and migration,’ and support real-world applications 
like evaluating management strategies and enhancing policymaking. The broad focuses of 
this book also extend beyond the macro-level understanding of migration categories to a 
micro-level recognition of complexities and inequalities in different migrant communi-
ties. It brings topics related to gender (Wilkins, 2023), young and old (Meijering & Bailey, 
2023; Moskal, 2023), refugee (Donà et al., 2023; Grønseth, 2023; Paju et al., 2023), skilled 
migrants (Bailey, 2023), LGBT (Boccagni, 2023a), religions (Boccagni, 2023c), and mul-
tiple-time migrants (Winiarska et al., 2023). Further issues in different migration contexts 
include patriarchy and capitalism (Boccagni, 2023d), settler colonialism (Handel & Kotef, 
2023), post-colonial (Meijering & Bailey, 2023), post-pandemic (Hadjiyanni, 2023), etc.

Concerning migration, ‘home’ encompasses the physical, emotional, spatial, and 
temporal aspects that form the sense of belonging, identity, and memory. An article’s 
scope can extend far beyond the PART it belongs to. It is widely discussed throughout 
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the book, for example, the multiscalarity of home across space and time, highlighting 
migration experience is spatially  and  temporally unstable and  nonlinear, which can 
develop attachments, familiarity, and belonging that unfold over time and are shaped 
by historical, sociopolitical contexts (Winiarska et al., 2023). The experience and mak-
ing of home is constantly resynchronized between the countries of origin and destina-
tion (Yeoh & Morais, 2023) and changed through everyday life (Paju et al., 2023).

Having the potential to serve for built environment-related research, this book con-
tributes mostly to housing studies. On the one hand, migrant housing is a typical mate-
rialization of ‘home,’ which cultivates a sense of belonging, identity, and integration 
(Klaufus, 2023; Levin, 2023; Meijering  &  Bailey, 2023). The practice of home can 
cross the scales of houses, neighborhoods, countries, and borders (Bonizzoni  et al., 
2023; Meijering & Bailey, 2023). On the other hand, territories and spaces are symbols 
of cultural, social, and political identity. Moving from a territorized to a deterritorized 
notion of ‘home,’ the sense of belonging is emphasized (Bonnerjee, 2023; Donà  et 
al., 2023; Ghorashi, 2023). There are complexities and challenges in negotiating con-
flicts between the home and host societies (Duyvendak, 2023; Handel, 2023; Walters, 
2023). Research also mentions migrants’ struggles and strategies for tackling the impact 
of housing markets, housing policies, and housing conditions (Jacobs, 2023; Nasreen, 
2023; Nielsen  &  Andersen, 2023; Piemontese  &  Maestri, 2023). Another attention is 
migration and diasporic heritage practices, which serve as means for marginalized com-
munities to claim ‘home’ (Bonnerjee, 2023; Christou, 2023).

The METHODS pointed out in ‘home and migration’ studies would attract read-
ers’ interest. There are not only the reflection and adaptation of traditional approaches 
but also the embracement of creative methods and perspectives, such as quantitative 
research  (Boccagni et  al., 2023), visual research and participatory research methods 
(Ratnam, 2023). Although these methods are just the tip of the iceburg, they all urge 
the development of people-centered approaches to ‘home and migration’ studies. Future 
research should also focus on how, for example, participatory migration research meth-
ods can capture information about migrants more broadly and authentically, and navi-
gate the invisibility and marginalization of migrant communities.

The Handbook on Home and Migration serves well as a reference book or toolkit 
for social science and humanities researchers. For those who are in the field of spa-
tial studies, built environment research, or art and design studies, such as geographers, 
urban planners, architects, heritage professionals, and designers, this book can serve as 
an entry point, a guidebook, and a toolbox for integrating disciplinary knowledge with 
migration-related studies. It is worth noting that the different disciplinary knowledge of 
migration is scattered in different chapters, which might result in a non-continuous nar-
rative of research themes and understanding of their impacts on ‘home.’ It is expected 
to reinforce the interconnectedness between chapters. Additionally, the information den-
sity of nearly 700 pages may feel demanding for more casual readers.

In conclusion, the Handbook on Home and Migration is a significant contribution to 
various fields related to migration, uniquely positioned at the intersection of migration 
studies and home studies. The encyclopedic perception constituted by the various chap-
ters of this book is important and tells us about the complexity and diversity of home 
and migration. In an era of global migration, this work stands as an important approach, 
inspiring continued exploration and innovation in understanding ‘home,’ bridging the 
past and future, the material and emotion, and the roots and routes.
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The eBook version is priced from £20/$26 from eBook vendors, while in print, the 
book can be ordered from the Edward Elgar Publishing website.
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