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D1    INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH BOOK

People: City of Arrival

Western > 50% Western < 50%

2 waves of migration: 1950s-1970s, 2010s-now

CITY: Post-war City

Key feature: 
grided plan
international style
placelessness.

Urban Development Plan for The Hague South-West by W. Dudok, 1935
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Connection: Urban Agglomeration on the Rail

Inter-district, inter-city and inter-
national commute are enabled, 
and has changed the relationship 
between people and their land.

Train/lightrail network of MRDH

POWER: Community in the Digital Era

Social network creates a form of community and weakens the traditional one
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D2   DESIGN JOURNAL

INITIAL FASCINATION

Problem or Potential?
The Hague South-west has some potentials which appears as problems now. 

[People] As an area of more than half migrants, South-west is highly international. However, 
such internationality didn’t make the economical competitiveness there, nor give birth to 
special cultural identity in the area. On the contrary, the area is faced with segregation, un-
employment, low-income, low participation in public affairs and low sense of security. 

[Power] Cities and areas in MRDH has their own economic role and collaborates. The econ-
omy in South-west is featured with small business and self-entrepreneurship: those de-
centralized and informal. On the other hand, the shopping center area is planned to be the 
regional economic center of Zuid-west.

[City] The dominant type of public space in the 2km ray is the square in front of public build-
ing. The most adopted type of public building is the large-scale, which stands out from the 
context. South-west has the only pedestrian street within the ray.

[Connection] The MRDH region is strengthening its inner connection by upgrading rail-trans-
port. The site is on the middle point of Melis Stokelaan, which links the downtown of the 
Hague and the Westland.

Possible Interventions:
1.	 A local identity generator (function). Many international cities establish their local 
culture based on immigrant cultures, which involves arts, cuisine, festival, lifestyle & etc. The 
public condenser provides a place and a meeting point for the migrants and their own cul-
ture, and give birth to new culture that belongs to South-west. 
2.	 A local identity generator (form). We may find a form for such a generator by testing 
the ‘indexicality’ of the Hague and its migrants. (I still need to understand indexicality more 
thoroughly.)
3.	 Interaction with the pedestrian street. The public condenser interacts with the pedes-
trian street (e.g. be used by the same users successively or by related users at the same 
time), in order to strengthen the centrality.
4.	 Incubator of small business (or social enterprise if legalized). Improve local employ-
ment and economy, with a vision to future business. 
5.	 Transportation hub. The terminal station of R`NET Tram 16, bus 37 and 25 are all 
nearby but not centralized. A transportation hub could be integrated in the public condenser, 
with a vision to future transportation.  

Goal:
Improve living quality, cultural identity and social coherence. Meet immigrant culture with 
future economy. Help transforming the South-west into ‘a new, international the Hague’.

THE NEW HAGUE-NESS
‘If Zuid-West define neither the Hague or its residents, then redefine Zuid-West.’

NL 
36% New DHer 

100%

Client: Local Government (Escamp), Central Government (IND)
Users: DHers, New DHers, Visitors (blurred)

Background: The Hague has historically been an international city regarding to all 
the political, cultural and demographical exchange with abroad. Starting from the 
1950s, immigrants from European and non-European countries flooded into the 
city especially the newly developed Escamp. Until 2010s, non-European immi-
grants takes up around 45% the population of Escamp, even higher than the per-
centage of foreign-born population of New York. 

However, the migrants were in some ways regarded as ‘passengers’, ‘guests’, 
or even problem of the city. The homogeneous urban fabric of Escamp also de-
pressed the incorporation of ethnical cultures. As a consequence, Escamp could 
neither represent the Hague or its highly-international demography.

In recent years, local culture, identity and the sense of belonging has been increas-
ingly important factors of city competitiveness. The Hague Escamp local govern-
ment decided to setup its own local identity, which is both ‘the Hague’ and ‘Immi-
grants’. The community center of Morgenstond becomes the chance for such an 
attempt. Experiments will be carried out on both utilitary and perceptual level.
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Social Condition Site Condition

Position

Position

Anthropological 
Studies

Literature Reviews

Urban-Historical  
Studies

Literature / Case

Semiotic
Concepts

Diagramming / Modelling

Quotation
Subversive Layer

Space-related
Statements

Concept of Architecture-People Relationship Concept of Architecture-Urban Relationship

Fitting & Optimization

Planned Approach

Sign

Object

Interpre-
tant

IN
D

EX

SYMBOL

ICON

If the Sign is ‘Den Haag Zuid-
west’, what would be the 

objects, and then what could 
be their indexes?



1918

EEN MOOILIJK 
WINKEL?JA! HEEL 

MOOILIJK

IT’S GOING TO-
WARDS 30˚C! 

HA! THAT’S STILL 
COOL FOR SHANG-
HAI SUMMER! 

As strangers but willing to know each 
other, we always need something to 
start our conversation.

Weather is one of the common choices. It is local and never exhausted. Some 
INDEX of it could easily resonate with your experience and also trigger the con-
versation. 

Moreover, according to Norberg-schulz’s theory of place phenomenology, the 
sense of place comes from ‘the STRUCTURE of landscape/urban/building/
interior...’. Kenneth Frampton stressed on a critical regionalism that ties to 
geographical context, including climate/topography/light/techtonic/sense of 
touch... Such a thermalmeter would help you experience the ‘structure of local 
climate’, and then construct your sense of locality.

This thermalmeter/chimney represents my first impression of Shanghai (partly) 
and it has been a collective memory for EXPO visitors. 
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NOW I FEEL LIKE 
A MONKEY IN 
THE ZOO

ZUMBA CLUB
I NEVER TRIED THIS 
BEFORE, SHALL I  
GO INSIDE?

For a long-time segregated 
community, some people 
may not willing to partic-
ipate immediately. They 
need a space to observe 
first.

But having many people staring 
at your daily training is not a 
pleasant experience. We need 
to make a balance between 
them: an observer zone.

Sometimes we also need 
to filtrate some the SUR-
FACE IMPRESSION out, 
to let people start inter-
acting before they pre-
judge each other.
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A1. Consciousness of place I: strengthening / blurring boundary
A2. Counsciousness of place II: semi enclosure & allowing regular staying
A3. Counsciousness of place III: awareness of local activities 
B1. Ice-breaking quality II: filtering immediate impression
B2. Ice-breaking quality III: soft transition between segregation & participation
C.   Ontological concept: Place as assemblage
D.   Social function: encourage public participation in art & cultural events

ARRIVAL

GAMES

PULSE
entrance
reception info
ticket counter
cafe with kitchen
shop
toilet

climbing
golf
bmx
interactive

ball sports
martial arts
table tennis
gymnastics
dance
areobics
cycling

B1
A1

A2
D (made my inhabitants)

PERFORMANCE
hall for 250
amphitheater
exhibition

D

A1
A1

D

A3

Think

Health

Admin

hall for 80
outdoor seat
herb garden
workshop kitchen
classroom

consultation
physiotherapy
massage
sauna
spa
whirpool

(part of circulation)
A1

B1

(semi-interior)

B2A3

A1

ZEN
Yoga
Pilates
Tai-Chi
Meditation
Lounge

B2

A2

D

golf
bmx
interactive
yoga
pilates
tai-chi
meditation
ball sports
table tennis
gymnastics
dance
aerobics
cycling
workshop kitchen
classroom
consultation
physiotherapy
massage
sauna
spa
whirpool

entrance
lounge
outdoor seat

cafe
shop
climbing
hall for 250
amphitheater
exhibition
material arts
hall for 80
herb garden
spectatory

AIMED

AIMLESS

admin
ticket
toilet

1100 (in)

2700 (in)

200 (in)
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  E1   CONCEPT DESIGN V1
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ON MULTIPLICITY

Multiplicity could be understand in multiple ways. As most commonly ac-
cepted, it refers to the multiple programs and activities within an architecture, 
which is not simply juxtaposed, but rather mixed, blended, overlapped in a 
complex yet ordered way. In my project, the spatial coordination between 
sports zone, game zone, hall for 250 people, hall for 80 people, exhibition, and 
dancing area could be seen as an application of multiplicity. 

Specificly for my project, multiplicity could also be seen as the overlapping 
of concepts. A design purpose might be interpreted into different concepts. 
Those concepts are unecessary to be conflicting with each other. Rather they 
could be overlapped and blended as long as they are on different levels, which 
is, in my case, on the level of urban context, architectural program and the hu-
man behaviour respectively. 
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  E2   CONCEPT DESIGN V2

‘...capitalism has undermined the traditional 
forms of belonging... people find their belonging 
more easily on virtual communities...’

‘...we find community in networks...’

Clark, A.

‘Can we materialize a virtual community?’

‘...(in a cafe) customers claim their belonging 
through the repeated maintainance of time and 
place...’

‘...the size of table provided a small but vulner-
able measure of social distance without entire-
ly seperating anyone from activities around...’

Hall, S.
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‘...virtual community is advantaged in its an-
onymity and indirectness.......makes it easier 
and more free to express as well as interact 
with strangers.’

Jiang, G & Ji, J.
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E2   Schematic Design from Concept V2



6362



6564



6766



6968



7170

E3   Schematic Design Second Attempt
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F     Final Design
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G     Reflection
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