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Women only recently have been able to work as an 
urbanist or architect, what effect does this have on all these 

neighborhoods that were designed by only men? 

Starting Question



4

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection



5

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection



6

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection

2015

1986
1961

1991
2019

2013

2019



7

Sex Gender 

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection



8

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection

Work

WorkSchool School

Sport
Park

Sport

Supermarket

Home

Home Home

Home

Home Sport

Home

Sport

Hospital

Park



9

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection

Street Harassment

Big CityAverage

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Source: (Statistiek, n.d.-b)



10

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection

Source: Zicht op leefbaarheid - Tien essays over leefbaarheid in Rotterdamse wijken by Erik Snel, Roy Geurs and Matthieu Permentier
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Source: https://nos.nl/artikel/2193665-twee-vrouwen-in-eerdere-wildplaszaken-kregen-uiteindelijk-geen-boete
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Public space does not accommodate the 
everyday life of all genders

Problem statement
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Currently there is no spatial planning strategy or 
guide for gender inclusive public space. Gender 

Equality is only linked to social issues.  

Problem statement
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How can a city be just, how can public space be inclusive, when 
it is/was not designed and planned taking into account the 

gendered everyday experience of this public space? How will 
public space become inclusive when there are no strategies or 
guidelines on how to design and plan gender inclusive public 

space in the Netherlands? 

Problem Statement
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Research Question

How could a strategic planning and design 
framework improve the gender inclusiveness 

of public spaces in the Netherlands?
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What shapes gendered (exclusive) public space? 
What are its characteristics?

How does gender exclusive public space manifest 
itself through spatial planning and design?

What would a strategic framework look like that 
facilitates better understanding of gender equal 
public spaces by planners and designers in the 
Netherlands? 

1

2

3
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Patterns 
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76

3a. SMALL RELIEF

Hypothesis

Theoretical Back-up

Public toilets ensure a longer and 
more pleasant experience in public 
spaces.

Access to toilets outside the home is 
important to women, particularly because 
women need to urinate more frequently. 
Women get bladder and urinary tract 
infections from holding in their urine; 
others suffer from dehydration or chronic 
constipation (Perez, 2019). Thus, sufficient 
public and well-maintained toilets provide 
opportunities for women to spend greater 
amounts of time walking or moving within 
the city (Beebeejaun, 2017).

Public spaces (for example parks, or squares) should have free, clean and functioning public toilets 
that can be used at any time during the day safely.

Practical Implication

Sources 
Beebeejaun, Y. (2017). Gender, urban space, and the right to everyday 
life. Journal of Urban Affairs, 39(3), 323–334

Perez, C. (2019). Invisable Women; exposing data bias in a world 
designed by man. Chatto & Windus.
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P1. Toilet   
Every municipality is responsible for placing 
free, clean and functioning public toilets in the 
city. The exact location of these toilets should 
be decided by the municipality themselves, 
but places, where many people come together 
(squares) or do leisure activities (parks), are 
recommended to have a public toilet.
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There are a lot of people drinking in this park, very 
unpleasant.  

I don't feel safe especially at night and especially in 
the alleys. - Girl, aged 9-14 

Pleasant surroundings in otherwise boring Bever-
waard. Please note, in the evening there have been a 
number of stabbings. It has also become a bit of a 
hangout for young people since gatherings in the 
mall is prohibited.  

Wonderful for a short walk. Too bad that so much 
garbage is thrown away. I don't think you want to know 
what happenes here during nighttime .......

I don’t feel safe at places that are isolated and where I 
don’t know the way. Near shops and my own house I 
feel very safe. - Girl, aged 9-14 

Boys hangout in the alley next to 
the shopping center - Social worker

Especially the shopping center is 
seen as problematic - Savety worker
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Re-assessing the Patterns 

Streets

2a. Green light

2b. Sidewalk

2c. Low step 

2e. Level out

2h. Smooth sailing 

Streets

NO PARKING 

Keeping Straight



40

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection



41

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection

Im
plem

entation

Goals

Ev
al

ua
tio

n

Problem Analysis

Problem
 D

e�nition

Planning & Phasing

Safety

Accessibility

Inclusivity

Visibility 
Social  

Ap
pe

ar
an

ce
Pu

bl
ic

 S
pa

ce

Cohesion

Needs 
D

iversity So
ci

al

Su
st

ai
na

bi
lit

y

Netw
ork

Functions

Streets

Solutio
ns



42

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection
Sa

fe
ty

 
Visibility Social sustainability

Streets Functions Network

NeedsDiversity Social cohesion

Appearance public space

A
cc

es
si

bi
lit

y 
In

cl
us

iv
ity

 



43

Problem Field Research Question AnalysisFrameworkAim Design Reflection

1h

1c 1i

1e

1gVisibility Activating 
Safety

Pruning 
Green

Light it up Social 
Surveillance 1m Report 

App

Visibility 



44
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network 
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Neighbourhood Scale 

Public space is 
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High sense of safety  
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The neighborhood is clean  
and well maintained 
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High sense of safety  

Accessible streets  

The neighborhood is clean  
and well maintained 
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Reflection

Ethical Reflection

- Limited participation inhabitants 

- More feedback loops  

- Bias 

- Focus women 

- Inclusive  
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