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A home and landscape for 
a sense of purpose in late 

life
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De�coronacrisis�had�vooral�op�1,2�miljoen�ouderen een�negatieve�impact.�Zij�misten�hecht,�betekenisvol�contact.
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‘Ik ging vaak maar weer
even op bed l i g ge n’
Het aantal eenzame ouderen verdubbelde tijdens corona.
Activiteiten werden afgelast en familie mocht niet langskomen.

Door�onze�redacteur
Sheila�Kamerman

ROTTERDAM.�De kat is dikker gewor-
den in de afgelopen maanden, zegt
Maria Prebeg (71). „Ik behandel haar
als een prinses. En de planten heb ik
zo goed verzorgd dat ze allemaal
dood zijn.”

Bep Schuurman (74) moet lachen.
„J a”, gaat Prebeg verder, „ik gaf ze
drie keer per dag water.”

Ze zijn net de recreatiezaal binnen
geschuifeld van een Rotterdamse flat
in Crooswijk. Het is de tweede keer
sinds begin maart dat ze de wekelijk-
se koffieochtend weer kunnen bezoe-
ken. Ze wonen allemaal zelfstandig,
de meesten alleen. Een enkeling
woont met een partner. Alle activitei-
ten – bridgeclub, ouderengym, samen
zingen, schilderen, dagbesteding – la-
gen maandenlang stil. Nu mag het
weer, maar in kleine groepjes, op af-
stand van elkaar. En bij binnenkomst
moeten handen worden ontsmet en
telefoonnummers genoteerd.

Het SCP schrijft deze donderdag in
een aparte bijlage van De sociale staat
van Nederland over de effecten van
de coronacrisis. Schrijnend is de ver-
dubbeling van het aantal eenzame
ouderen. Gevoel van eenzaamheid
nam het afgelopen jaar onder alle
leeftijdsgroepen toe, maar het
sterkst bij 75-plussers.

„Een mogelijke verklaring hier-
voor is dat juist bij grote externe drei-
gingen een grotere behoefte is aan
hechte emotionele netwerken”,
schrijven de onderzoekers. Juist ou-
deren werden het meest beperkt
door de maatregelen. Jongere men-
sen hebben immers veel vaker dan
75-plussers nog gezinsleden; part-
ner, kinderen, ouders.

Digitaal contact lijkt geen oplos-
sing. Niet alle ouderen zijn even han-
dig met tablet of computer. Maar be-
langrijker, zo staat in het rapport, on-

line contacten zijn waardevoller voor
mensen die toch al een rijk sociaal le-
ven hebben. Veel ouderen hebben
dat niet.

Uurtje wandelen
De hele dag binnen zitten, daar kan
ik dus niet tegen, zegt Bep Schuur-
man. De eerste maanden van de co-
ronacrisis deed ze dat. „Ik dorst
n i k s .” Toen dacht ze: ik neem het risi-
co. „Als ik afstand hou tot anderen,
moet het lukken.” Sindsdien gaat ze
elke dag een uurtje wandelen. „Ik
heb reuma, ik werd veel te stijf.”

Prebeg ook, zegt ze. „De fysiothe-
rapeut had me verteld dat ik allerlei
oefeningen kon doen met twee dik-
ke boeken.” Ze doet het voor. Buk-
ken om de boeken op te rapen, twee
boeken op elkaar boven je hoofd til-
len. Als je dat niet doet, had de fysio
gezegd, kan je straks niet meer lo-
pen.

Lopen kan Prebeg nog, maar het
gaat beslist moeilijker dan vóór de co-
ronacrisis. En ze is niet de enige. Bij-
na iedereen meldt meer lichamelijke
klachten. „Voor corona zeemde ik nog
de ramen”, zegt Prebeg. „Nu kan dat
niet meer. Ik kan nog wel strijken.”

Maar dat is nog niets vergeleken bij
de eenzaamheid. Gekmakend von-
den ze die. „Het is gewoon niet leuk
meer ”, zegt Lenie Hoogendoorn
(88). David Daan (72): „Je weet op
een gegeven moment niet meer wat
je moet doen. Zelfs naar het strand
mocht niet.” Schuurman: „Je staat
op. Ontbijt. Drinkt koffie. En dan
ging ik vaak maar weer even op bed
liggen. Ik werd moe van het niets-
doen en niemand zien.”

Tijdens de koffie met sprits vertelt
een mevrouw dat haar man vlak voor
de coronacrisis overleed. De zes
maanden die daarop volgden, zag ze
vrijwel geen familie. „Ze belden wel,
maar langskomen was vanwege de
corona te gevaarlijk.”

De rouwperiode werd zo nóg
zwaarder, knikt Irene van Kouwen,
dagbestedingscoach bij thuiszorgin-
stelling Aafje. Zij organiseert onder
meer de koffieochtenden mét activi-
teit; samen schilderen, soep maken
met behulp van studenten, bewegen
op muziek.

Van Kouwen zag mensen de afge-
lopen maanden verpieteren en voel-
de zich er zelf akelig van. Ze belde
zich een ongeluk, ging waar het kon
langs. Maar dat kon de bijeenkom-
sten niet vervangen.

S oep
Deze ochtend heeft Van Kouwen stu-
denten uitgenodigd van vrijwilligers-
organisatie O m a’s Soep. Die studenten
komen vaker om met de ouderen sa-
men soep te maken. Vandaag doen ze
het alleen, want samen groente snij-
den mag niet. En naast elkaar zitten
om te kletsen over het leven van vroe-
ger nu al helemaal niet.

Van Kouwen zet stoelen in een rui-
me kring voor de oefeningen. Eerst
zittend: de armen vooruit, de schou-
ders draaien, de benen optillen. Als
ze daarna Heb je even voor mij van
Frans Bauer aanzet, gaan de mensen
die dat kunnen staan. Met hun han-
den steunend op de stoel wiegen ze
met de muziek mee.

Dan is er bingo.
Tegen het middaguur is de cham-

pignonsoep klaar. Een van de stu-
denten deelt vast stokbrood uit. Ge-
zellig dit, verzucht David Daan. „B o-
vendien, ik ben een soepmens.”

Prebeg vertelt dat ze wel naar de
kerk bleef gaan. Daar kwam toch bij-
na niemand meer. Ze ging er met de
metro naartoe. De kerkbanken moes-
ten na het bezoek worden schoonge-
maakt. Prebeg: „Dat vond ik juist
leuk om te doen. Lekker soppen met
b l e e k w ate r.” Koffie kregen ze buiten
op het plein. Alles beter dan alleen
zijn.
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A stay at a care home
fieldwork

To experience an unfamiliar living environment
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A stay at a care home
fieldwork

Sketches of observations made during the stay
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Fieldwork Conclusions
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Oma
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生き甲斐

The combination of 生き meaning ‘life’, 
with 甲斐  meaning ‘to be worthwhile’

Ikigai
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Small moments and places of joy
Fieldwork observations
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The goal

despite the circumstances, the koi fish will keep swimming against the current. The fish will not give 

up as its mission in life drives the fish to keep going
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Research Question

“What characterises a place that allows for a sense of purpose in life 

at the intersection of architecture and landscape architecture 

for people in late life?”
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Research Question

“What characterises a place that allows for a sense of purpose in life 

at the intersection of architecture and landscape architecture 

for people in late life?”

‘purpose in life’ entails the reason(s) why one wakes up and why one feels like their life has 

meaning

‘a sense of’ stresses the importance of feeling and being able to feel that one has a purpose 

in life
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Strategies
for a sense of purpose in late life

One becomes truly alive only when 
one is committed to living in all its 

possibilities

01

ReminiscenceCommitment Personal Optimism Spiritual well-being

The future lies in the past, a spring of 
inspiration and signposts

A future that holds
dreams to be achieved, meanings to 

be realised
& joy to be experienced

To nurture the idea that everything is 
connected and thus makes sense

02 03 04
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Interviews

a tight relationship between a sense of purpose in life and being outdoors

for a sense of purpose in all phases of life during lockdown

‘Wat maakte jou blij en zorgde ervoor dat je uit bed kwam tijdens quarantaine?
Waar ervaarde je dit blije gevoel?’
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Strategies
for a sense of purpose in late life

(Re) Connection with nature Addressing the temporality of life Mutual recognition

Experiencing a nearness to nature 
and having a meaningful dialogue 

between the self, the garden and the 
surrounding nature

To come to terms that life is fragile 
and not everlasting, and to see the 

beauty in the imperfect

Perceiving respect from others in 
one’s surrounding, and respecting 

others in return

05 06 07
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A sense of purpose in late life
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01

ReminiscenceCommitment Personal Optimism Spiritual well-being

02 03 04

guidelines

Architectural guidelines
for a sense of purpose in late life

guidelines guidelines guidelines

A close combination of classical 
elements and structural elements

Create large windows in private 
spaces to allow wide views 

towards the garden

Create a place dedicated to 
displaying personal objects 

attached to memories from the 
past

A good and visible connection 
between the home, collective and 

public spaces
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guidelines guidelines

Architectural guidelines
for a sense of purpose in late life

(Re) Connection with nature Addressing the temporality of life Mutual recognition

05 06 07

Use natural, honest and pure 
materials that show imperfection

Create (to a certain extent) views 
from the home on the homes of 

the neighbours

guidelines

The veranda as a safe and smooth 
transition and dialogue between 

the indoors and outdoors
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The gradients
for a sense of purpose in late life

home & nature
gradient

a sense of purpose = temporal -> transitions

calm, quiet

inwards

appreciated

privacy

view on

private

moving

outwards

heard

open

being in

public

community
gradient

seen

collective indoor outdoor
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The location
Driebergen-Rijsenburg

February 2021October 2020 January 2020November 2020
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The location
Driebergen-Rijsenburg

Driebergen-Rijsenburg

Driebergen-Rijsenburg

Utrechtse Heuvelrug

Utrechtse Heuvelrug
in province Utrecht

Province of Utrecht
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400 m

N

➤➤

N

The location
for a sense of purpose in late life



22 / 90

A landscape of rhythms 

varying between 

the high and low, 

open and enclosed

1.
An escape from the fast paced 

world

2.

Core values of the site
Driebergen-Rijsenburg

Unique location between 

village and forest

3.
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the forest & village
gradient

the calm and 

quite

forest

the busy

village

The final gradient
for a sense of purpose in late life



24 / 90

The gradients
for a sense of purpose in late life

home & nature gradient

private publiccommunity gradient collective

indoor outdoor

feelings of trust & safety

forest villagehomethe forest & village gradient
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The gradients
for a sense of purpose in late life

i
n
t
e
r

m
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home & nature gradient

private publiccommunity gradient collective

indoor outdoor

feelings of trust & safety

forest villagehomethe forest & village gradient
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The design concept
for a sense of purpose in late life

creating trust, 
safety and purpose
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The design concept
for a sense of purpose in late life

creating trust, 
safety and purpose
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The master plan
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The village scale vision
for Driebergen-Rijsenburg
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The lanes as the corridors of a nursing home
The master plan 1:1000
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Care at home
needing care does not change the home
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Facilities
the facility lane
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Ways of living
typologies

Courtyards
Terraced houses

Terraced houses Apartments

Apartments Hill houses
Tiny houses Veranda homes

4 under 1 veranda homes

Co-housing

Patio houses

Living above a store

(2 or 3) under a roof
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Dakpark Dakpark Piet Oudolf

Dakpark

Benson

Miriam’s River House

Knarrenhof

Klapwijk

Noord Oogst Noord Oogst Oosterpark

Dakpark

Dakpark

Buitenhof

Dakpark

Sportbos - Alken

Characters of the public space
one shared garden
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The design
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The design concept
for a sense of purpose in late life

creating trust, 
safety and purpose
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The location of design
The master plan 1:1000
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The initial plan pavilion homes Moving the homes around Seeking collective connections

The process of forming the communities
Configurarion according to the 

given site
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The collective veranda Connecting collective veranda’s visually The pavilion homes scattered around the entire site

The process of forming the communities
Configurarion according to the 

given site
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
site ground level 1:500
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
site ground level 1:500

GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The Veranda Community
3 households

collective veranda

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities

GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

site ground level 1:500

The Veranda Community
3 households

collective veranda

The 4 under 1 Veranda
Community
4 households

collective veranda

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
site ground level 1:500

The Veranda Community
3 households

collective veranda

The 4 under 1 Veranda
Community
4 households

collective veranda

The Co housing 
Community

3-4 households
directly connected via 

collective kitchen and living 
room

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
the collective functions

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
home view on the collective

the forest



46 / 90

GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
access to the collective veranda

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
private entrances

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

private verandas

The communities

the forest
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The communities
site ground level 1:500

The Veranda Community
3 households

collective veranda

The 4 under 1 Veranda
Community
4 households

collective veranda

The Co housing 
Community

3-4 households
directly connected via 

collective kitchen and living 
roomThe Public Community

Home

the forest
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The public community home
ground floor 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

café
with local food

entrance local vegetable
and crafts store

Parking
scootmobile
wheelchair

stroller

storage
store

storage
clean

walk through

75 m2 75 m2

collective living room and kitchen

st
o
ra

g
e

50 m2

60 m2

70 m2

collective living room and kitchen

st
o
ra

g
e

50 m2

60 m2

70 m2

GSEducationalVersion
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Co-housing embracing the Public Community Home
section  1:200

GSEducationalVersion

The public community homeThe Co-housing community The Co-housing communityGreenhouse
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GSEducationalVersion

OP OP

the facility lane

The Veranda Homes
as the home for a sense of purpose 

in life

The Veranda Community
3 households

collective veranda

a. the community 
gradient

private - collective - public

b. the home and nature 
gradient

indoor - outdoor

c. the village to forest 
gradient

village - forest

Gradients for the home of 
a sense of purpose in life

the forest
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a. the community 
gradient

private - collective - public

b. the home and nature 
gradient

indoor - outdoor

c. the village to forest 
gradient

village - forest

Gradients for the home of 
a sense of purpose in life

The gradients for the home of a sense of purpose in life
and the Veranda Homes
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The Veranda Homes
ground floor 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage
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The Veranda Homes
the community gradient
private - collective - public

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage
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The Veranda Homes
the community gradient
private - collective - public

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage
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The Veranda Homes
the community gradient
private - collective - public

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage
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The Veranda Homes
the community gradient
private - collective - public

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage
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The Veranda Homes
the community gradient
private - collective - public

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage
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The Veranda and Community Homes: one community
ground floor 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

OP

GSEducationalVersion
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From forest to community to neighbourhood
section 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

The 4 under 1 roof communtiy The Co-housing communityThe Veranda community

The public community home
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ground floor 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

garden
storage

workplace

collective kitchen

collective
living room

mail

veranda to rest
and contemplate

1

OP

laundry
bar

70 m2

BBQ spot

100 m2

75 m2

collective living room and kitchen50 m2

70 m2

M

The 4 under 1 veranda community
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The 4 under 1 veranda community
ground floor 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

art atelier

flexible space for
vaccinations/ presentations/

etc

d
is

p
la

y
 o

f 
o
b
je

ct
s 

fr
o
m

 t
h
e 

p
as

t

storage storage

50 m250 m2

care supplies

sleep space
for family

sleep space
for care staff



64 / 90

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage

garden
storage

workplace

collective kitchen

collective
living room

mail

veranda to rest
and contemplate

1

OP

100 m2

public road

The Veranda Homes
the community gradient
private - collective - public
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a. the community 
gradient

private - collective - public

b. the home and nature 
gradient

indoor - outdoor

b. the village to forest 
gradient

village - forest

Gradients for the home of 
a sense of purpose in life

The gradients for the home of a sense of purpose in life
and the Veranda Homes
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The Veranda Homes
the home and nature gradient

indoors - outdoors

GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

the forest private
veranda

bedroom

1600

the village
kitchen

1800

private
entrance

public walking
routebathroom

collective
garden home

the collective
veranda

kitchen

the forest

another home

another
home
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GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

the forest private
veranda

bedroom

1600

the village
kitchen

1800

private
entrance

public walking
routebathroom

collective
garden home

the collective
veranda

kitchen

the forest

another home

another
home

The Veranda Homes
the home and nature gradient

indoors - outdoors

Facing the forest

Large glass openings, private 
spaces, wood

Facing the neighbouring community

Marked entrance with stone floor, 
fixed stone bench, kitchen view on 

the other community

Facing the public route

Closed facade with small opening,
trees and collective function in 

between

Facing the community itself

French wide doors, window 
overlooking the collective
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a. the community 
gradient

private - collective - public

b. the home and nature 
gradient

indoor - outdoor

c. the village to forest 
gradient

village - forest

Gradients for the home of 
a sense of purpose in life

The gradients for the home of a sense of purpose in life
and the Veranda Homes
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The current architecture
of Driebergen-Rijsenburg
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Construction
Axonometry

GSEducationalVersion

Timber columns
250 mm x 150 mm (lxw)

Timber rafts
150 x 250 mm (wxh)

Timber beam
150 x 200 mm (wxh)

Kerto ripa closed floor
prefab element
305 mm
(6600 x 1650 mm)

3300

3300

3300

330
0

330
0 Kerto ripa open floor

prefab element
305 mm
(6600 x 1650 mm)

6600
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Construction
Axonometry

GSEducationalVersion

HSB (timber frame) facade
with reused bricks on the outside

HSB (timber frame) facade
with timber cladding
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Construction
Axonometry

GSEducationalVersion

Timber beams
75 x 150 mm (wxh)

Timber beams
75 x 150 mm (wxh)

Timber rafts
100 x 130 mm (wxh)

supported by
brick  facade
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Climate
Winter

GSEducationalVersion

air ventilation
unit with heat

recovery

underfloor
heating

Outside (0°C) Inside (18°C)

mechanical supply through
underfloor shafts and room-

seperating walls

heat pump

heat exchange in soil

natural
supply

through
air grates
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Use natural, honest and pure 
materials that show imperfection

Materialisation
from the architectural guidelines 

perspective

The existing architecture as a 
source of inspiration
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Materialisation

The village side The interior The forest side

Reused bricks from 

the existing nursing 

home

Orange/pink 

rooftiles

Stone work in light 

cream colour

Water filtering 

plants

Orange/pink 

rooftiles

Oak vertical timber 

slats

Glass sliding doors 

in timber frame

Wood veranda 

planks

Oak framed

windows

Oak framed

windows

Loam plastered walls

Pebbles

Existing trees

Oak ceiling and floor

the village & forest gradient
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GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

Elevations

The village facade (south east)

The forest facade (north west)

the village & forest gradient
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Elevations

GSEducationalVersion

The villageThe forest The  south west facade

the village & forest gradient
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GSEducationalVersion

87 m2

M

The detailing of both sides
the village & forest gradient

the village facade

the forest facade
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GSEducationalVersion

Water filtering plants

storage

rainwater
storage

Facade reused bricks (Southeast side, village)

Pebble drain

Rainwater from veranda falls into pebble drain

The kitchen
overviewing the village lane

The village facade
facade fragment 1:20

79 / 91
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GSEducationalVersion

Crawl space

ik
ig

a
i

The forest

Facade wood (Northwest side, forest)

The bedroom

Sliding doors to both sides

The forest facade
facade fragment 1:20

80 / 91
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GSEducationalVersion

Water filtering plants

storage

rainwater
storage

Facade reused bricks (Southeast side, village)

Pebble drain

Rainwater from veranda falls into pebble drain

The kitchen
overviewing the village lane

GSEducationalVersion

Crawl space

ik
ig

a
i

The forest

Facade wood (Northwest side, forest)

The bedroom

Sliding doors to both sides

The village facade The forest facade
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Purpose through the phases of life
life in the Veranda Homes



Purpose through the phases of life
without mental and physical illness

daily life in the veranda homes: having coffee in the morning with neighbours on the collective veranda,
emptying the rainwater tank, getting the mail, having friends and family over



Purpose through the phases of life
with physical limitations

Going to the laundry bar together , having coffee with their neighbours, rolling and strolling together through the verandas



Purpose through the phases of life
with mental limitations

Gardening peacefully by oneself, reading books and cooking with neighbours



Purpose through the phases of life
when suffering from dementia

“Going to work” in the collective work space on the other side of the street



Purpose through the phases of life
weeks before death

resting at the private veranda, enjoying the little things, saying goodbye to familty and friends



Purpose through the phases of life
during death of partner

Being together



Purpose through the phases of life
after death of partner

lost purpose for a little while, lights candle and reminisce with community, finds purpose back with community



Thank you

Marlous Heikamp - graduation 07 July 2021
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The Veranda Homes
& the architectural guidelines

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage

01 Commitment
A good and visible connection

between the home and
collective/public spaces

(the wooden collective veranda and
nobré cal path)

05 (Re)Connection with Nature
The veranda as a safe and

smooth transition and dialogue
between the indoors and

outdoors
(the private veranda)

02 Reminiscence
Create a place dedicated to
displaying personal objects

attached to memories from the
past

(little nook with wooden planks
and cabinet)

03 Personal Optimism
Create large windows in private

spaces to allow wide views
towards the garden

(wide views on nature from living
room and bedroom)

04 Spiritual Well-being
Use a close combination of

classical elements and structural
elements

(outdoor columns land on
landscape)

07 Mutual Recognition
Create views from the home on
the homes of the neighbours
(direct view from kitchen on the

collective)

07

07

07

05

05

05

04

04

04

01

01

02

02

02

03

03

03

06 Temporality of life
Use natural, honest and pure

materials that show
imperfection

(reused brick from demolished
nursing home)
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The Co housing community and Public community home
first floor 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

gallery of reminiscence

Parking
scootmobile
wheelchair

stroller

art atelier

place for care
meetings with
family/clients

display of objects from the past

flexible space for
vaccinations/ presentations/

etc
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storage storage
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GSEducationalVersion

space for
meditation

dancing/fitness/music
space

care lunch
place

Parking
scootmobile
wheelchair

stroller

storage instruments/fitness supply

care meeting
space

care
bathroomcare lobby

lockers seating

The Co housing community and Public community home
second floor 1:200
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Climate
summer

GSEducationalVersion

air ventilation
unit with heat

recovery

underfloor
cooling

Outside Inside

mechanical supply through
underfloor shafts and room-

seperating walls

heat pump

heat exchange in soil

natural
supply

large windows
on north west

side

smaller and
fewer

windows on
southeast
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Climate
water & electricity

GSEducationalVersion

air ventilation
unit with heat

recovery

heat pump

heat exchange in soil

electricity
TESLA roof tile

with integrated solar panels
(not seen from ground level)

transformer box feeding
excess electricity to the net of

Driebergen

purpose & awareness
rainwater is stored in

one container per
home

used for watering
plants in the direct
surroundings or for

cleaning

rainwater

rainwater is taken up
by the forest

Storm water will flow
towards the wadi

rainchain
for sound

the rainwater marks
the entrance of the

home

rainwater

rainchain

rain runs along the
chain and falls in

pebble drain

septic tank

shower

Large wadi
in the forest

mechanical filter

filter planter
filter plants pre-filter

the water in sight

storage tank

pre-filtering by
helofyten filter

in wadi
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Floor

20 mm parquet flooring
Underlayment (rubber)
60 mm screed with underfloor heating and cooling
Foil
40 mm Sheep's wool sound insulation
Kerto Ripa prefab open floor element 305 mm
(l=6600 mm b = 1650)

Stone facade to floor detailing 1:5

Stone facade

100 mm stone wall with mortar joints
20 mm drainage matt

Stone outdoor floor

50 mm stone pavings
on 40 mm mortar bed
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Rainwater storage

Used to create purpose and awareness

Rainwater is stored in one container per home and
can be used for watering plants in the direct
surroundings or for cleaning

rainwater tank
160L

Kitchen cabinet

22 mm oak veneered composite wood board

Triple thermal glazing in wooden frame

Oak wooden frame with ventilation grate for natural
ventilation and to create an extra purpose

Brick facade to window detailing 1:5

Brick facade

2 mm Loam plaster
5 mm Base loam
12.5 mm plasterboard
Pro Clima Intello® Foil (dampdichte folie)
170 mm Sheep's wool insulation (Rc= 4,8 m2K/W,
taken from a sheep farmer in the neighbourhood who
would otherwise throw it away)
between timber frame 60 x h.o.h
12.5 mm OSB
Water resistant membrane  
50 mm Ventilated cavity
100 mm reused bricks (taken from the demolished care
homes)
(English cross bond 210x100x40)
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Rainwater storage

Rainwater will run through downspout into
rainwater tank

Roof

Orange/red low pitch system roof tiles
40 x 60 mm battens
60 x 80 mm counter-battens
Water resistant membrane
22 mm wood fibre board
210 mm Sheep's wool insulation (Rc= 6 m2K/W,
taken from a sheep farmer in the neighbourhood who
would otherwise throw it away)
Pro Clima Intello® Foil (dampdichte folie)
16 mm OSB
20 mm Oak boarding
200 mm rafters

Brick facade to roof detailing 1:5

rain

rainwater tank
below
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Floor

20 mm parquet flooring
Underlayment (rubber)
60 mm screed with underfloor heating and cooling
Foil
40 mm sound insulation
Kerto Ripa prefab open floor element 305 mm
(l=6600 mm b = 1650)

Sliding doors

Triple thermal glazing in oak wooden frame

Veranda decking

25 mm oak wood planks anti-slip
75 x 150 mm oak counter beams
75 x 15o mm oak beams

Wood facade to floor detailing 1:5
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Openable window

Triple thermal glazing in oak wooden frame

Veranda roof

Orange/red low pitch system roof tiles
40 x 60 mm battens
60 x 80 mm counter-battens
Waterkerende laag
22 mm wood fibre board
20 mm Oak boarding
130 mm rafters

Coloured lead slab at window frame (Waka flex)

Sliding doors

Triple thermal glazing in oak wooden frame

Timber facade

2 mm Loam plaster
5 mm Base loam
12.5 mm gypsum fiber board
Pro Clima Intello® Foil (dampdichte folie)
170 mm Sheep wool thermal insulation (Rc= 4,8
m2K/W, taken from a sheep farmer in the
neighbourhood who would otherwise throw it away)
between timber frame 60 x h.o.h
12.5 mm OSB
Water resistant membrane 
20 mm Ventilated cavity with wooden battens
20 mm Vertical oak wood cladding

Wood facade to veranda roof detailing 1:5
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

rainwater tank
below

Rainwater storage

Rainwater will run through downspout into the
forest via stone pebbles drainage

Roof

Orange/red low pitch system roof tiles
40 x 60 mm battens
60 x 80 mm counter-battens
Waterkerende laag
22 mm wood fibre board
210 mm Sheep's wool insulation (Rc= 6 m2K/W,
taken from a sheep farmer in the neighbourhood who
would otherwise throw it away)
Pro Clima Intello® Foil (dampdichte folie)
16 mm OSB
20 mm Oak boarding
200 mm rafters

Wood facade to roof detailing 1:5

rain

Construction

Timber columns 250 x 150 mm
Timber beams 200 x 150 mm
Timber rafters 150 x 200 mm
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Sliding doors

Triple thermal glazing in oak wooden frame

Veranda decking

25 mm oak wood planks anti-slip

Wood to brick facade horizontal detailing 1:5

Construction

Oak column 250 x 150 mm
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Detailing
Details 1:5

GSEducationalVersion

Seating

25 mm oak wood planks

Brick facade to interior horizontal detailing 1:5

Triple thermal glazing in wooden frame

Oak wooden frame

Construction

Oak column 250 x 150 mm (in sight)

Interior wall

2 mm Loam plaster
5 mm Base loam
15 mm Fermacell plate
110 mm Kerto LVL T-stud panel
15 mm Fermacell plate
5 mm Base loam
2 mm Loam plaster

Stone outdoor floor

50 mm stone pavings
on 40 mm mortar bed
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The first plan of the veranda home
Community was missing...
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Landelijke Vereniging Centraal Wonen
Vereniging Gemeenschappelijk wonen (2020). Retrieved from: http://w-

ww.gemeenschappelijkwonen.nl/?choice=160

4 households = 1 cluster
8 Persons = 1 cluster

1 cluster = one extra shared living-kitchen

4 clusters = (16 households) =>  +/- 30 - 60 
persons around collective space (courtyard, 

hobby room)

Collective space surrounded by residents 
< 100 persons

Steunpunt wonen
Houte, K. Ryckewaert, M, Delbeke, B & Oosterlynck, S. (2015). Gemeen-

schappelijk wonen. Steunpunt wonen

= One household
1 or 2 Adults with/without children

(All ages)

= One person
1 Adult

(All ages)

= One cluster
(All ages)

Gewoon Anders: Philip Krabbendam
Krabbendam, P. (2005) Centraal Wonen en de Gated communities. 

Landelijke Vereniging Centraal Wonen

Between 5 and 8 households = 1 cluster
1 cluster = one extra shared living kitchen 

Between 4 and 5 households = 1 cluster
1 cluster = one extra shared living kitchen 

Collective

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

Collective

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

Community sizes
Argumentation
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Social forest Sanctuary forest

4 clusters = (16 households) =>  +/- 30 - 65 
persons around collective space 
(garden, courtyard, hobby room)

max. 4 clusters = (16 households) =>  +/- 30 
persons around collective space 
(garden, courtyard, hobby room)

4 - 6 households = 1 cluster
8 -12  Persons = 1 cluster

1 cluster = one extra shared living-kitchen

max. 4 households = 1 cluster
max. 8  Persons = 1 cluster

1 cluster = one extra shared living-kitchen

Collective

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

Collective

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

shared
living-kitchen

Community sizes
Argumentation
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The Veranda Homes

GSEducationalVersion

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage

garden
home

collective
kitchen

the
morning coffee

veranda65 m2
possible

sleepspace up
top

87 m2

87 m2

mail

rainwater
storage

Facing the forest

Facing the neighbouring community

Facin
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u
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lf

the home and nature gradient
indoors - outdoors
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