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“Once it was turned over to the public in May 2010, the 
site became immensely popular (...)”

- Ciarán Fahey , Abandoned Berlin, March 13, 2015. 

THE MOTHER OF 
ALL ‘ABANDONED’ 
AIRPORTS
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Image: https://www.slowtravelberlin.com/ Image: https://www.slowtravelberlin.com/Image: crossingtheoceansea.com

// Airfield (1900s)// Parade field (1800s)// Templars (1300s)
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footnote footnote footnote

// subtitle // subtitle // subtitle

Image: https://www.thf-berlin.de Image: slowtravelberlin.com

// WWII
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[ subtitle ] [ subtitle ] [ subtitle ]

“There’s an emotional connection with it due to the blockade”

Ingo Gräning in interview for Abandoned Berlin, March 13, 2015. 

THE AIRLIFT OF 
CANDY BOMBERS
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source: https://www.birdingplaces.eu/en/birdingplaces/germany/tempelhofer-feld

[ Corn Bunting ]

[ short eared owl ]

[ Marsh Warbler ]

[ Red-backed Shrike ]

[ Skylark ]

[ Common buzzard ]

[ Northern Wheatear ]

[ Common Raven ]

[ Eurasian kestrel ]



16



17

Image: Tagesspiel.de, by picture alliance/dpaImage: VisitBerlin.de, by Stefan HaehnelImage: Google Earth

// Berliners*// Berliners// Berlin
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“But there was always a niggling suspicion that the 
fun couldn’t last (...)”

- Ciarán Fahey, Abandoned Berlin, March 13, 2015. 
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[ subtitle ] [ subtitle ] [ subtitle ]

In 2014, politicians asked Berliners to do just that with Tempelhof, the 
former airport turned much-loved communal area.”

- Ciarán Fahey, Abandoned Berlin, March 13, 2015. 

“It’s never easy to ask 
someone to give back 
a cherished gift.
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[ subtitle ] [ subtitle ] [ subtitle ]

“I think it’s a bit of an exclusivity claim, that this is the ‘way it is now and 
that’s the way it is good and that’s the way it has to stay’.”

- Martin Pallgen, press speaker for Tempelhof Projekt GMBH on interview 
with Laut aus Berlin, 2015. 

“why are so many 
people against con-
struction here?”
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// 2022// 1945
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Entry by Capatti Staubach architectsEntry by Rehwaldt Landscape ArchitectsEntry winner, GROSS. MAX. with Sutherland 
Hussey Architects

// 2010 Competitors
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[ subtitle ] [ subtitle ] [ subtitle ]

“Berlin did what it could but the chance wasn’t taken. It quickly spiraled 
into, ‘We don’t want it.’ It was an emotional decision. But I’m not sure if 
people wanted Tempelhof to stay exactly the way it is.”

- Gehard W. Steindorf of Tempelhof Projekt for Abandoned Berlin, March 
13, 2015. 

“THAT’S SO 
BERLIN”
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[ community ][ history ][ nature ]



26

[ consensus ]
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“I’m scared it’s going to get built 
over, and/or super gentrified”

“Keep the historical buildings”

“I hope that it pretty much stays what it is 
and does not get into the filthy hands of 
some real estate investors”

“Hopefully still open and there, it’s rare 
that a city has such a big open space”

“Hopefully not to overrun by people so it 
keeps is character and atmosphere.”

“I’m scared it’s going to get built over, 
and/or super gentrified”
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“Some more trees for shadow”

“A clear boundary at the south, accessible airport 
buildings”

“Add some small scale facilities to bridge between 
the enormous airport scale and human scale”

“I would appreciate even more space for community 
projects like gardening or other kind of outdoor hob-
bies (but not fencing it off, everything should stay ac-
cessible). Oh, and maybe more public toilets.”

“I would support the vibe by including some activities 
for groups (e.g. open chess, boules, small soccer pitch, 
...)”

“Maybe there are practical things like toilets, bike 
parking etc. that could be better.”

“I like the fact it is a open, uninterrupted space. 
On the other hand there was not much to go 
to... at that time there where no events, I don’t 
think I would go there often if I lived there. It’s 
just too empty and windy.”
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[ inner field ]
structure: biobased
max. size: 200 m2;
max. height: 4 m
use: look-out points, hiking 
shelters; club houses for rent;
contemplation rooms; 

[ outer field ] 
structure: biobased, green 
roof;
max. size: 2000 m2;
max. height: 12 m
use: cafes, teaching centers, 
museums, galleries, restau-
rants, small businesses
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All functions are for public use. Building strategies that give back and embrace 
wildlife. 

limited height does not interrupt historical heri-
tage and maintains the park’s flat character. 

// history// nature// community
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“The German Barn at Nipmoose”, photo by T.W. Collins, Buskirk, New York

// barn archetype
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GSEducationalVersion
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GSEducationalVersion

north 

south
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Source: Tube House, Ahmedabad, 1961-62 by Charles Correa, https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/urbanisation/remembering-charles-cor-
rea-one-of-the-pioneers-of-sustainable-architecture-50250
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GSEducationalVersionGiulia Beck, student number 5280001 // TU Delft MSc3/4 Architecture // P5 presentation// 18/04/2023
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GSEducationalVersionGiulia Beck, student number 5280001 // TU Delft MSc3/4 Architecture // P5 presentation// 18/04/2023
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GSEducationalVersion

Giulia Beck, student number 5280001 // TU Delft MSc3/4 Architecture // P5 presentation// 18/04/2023
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Giulia Beck, student number 5280001 // TU Delft MSc3/4 Architecture // P5 presentation// 18/04/2023
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GSEducationalVersion

Building components - Exploded axonometry

Timber structure is built on top 

of concrete foundation

Kerto Riba slabs: 

open S-beam ribs for 

exposed installations 

and rhythm

Glulam columns 200 x 500 mm

Green roof structure

Giulia Beck, student number 5280001 // TU Delft MSc3/4 Architecture // P5 presentation// 18/04/2023

GSEducationalVersion

Facade element hanging on exterior wall: cladding, 

spruce, vertical, 30 mm wide boards Substructure: 

Horizontal and vertical timber battens, 40 mm wide

Supporting structure, spruce, filled with thermal 

insulation, flexible wood fibre 180 mm

Wood fibreboard, permeable, waterproof 16 mm

Wind paper

Supporting structure, spruce, filled with thermal 

insulation, flexible wood fibre 260 mm

Solid timber panel, spruce, 18 mm

French windows with hollow frame, spruce, 

clear glazed; ventilation opening at top, self-

regulating, sound-absorbing with triple 

glazing, argon filled

Window sill

Facade element hanging on exterior wall: 

cladding, spruce, vertical, 30 mm wide boards 

Substructure: Horizontal and vertical timber 

battens, 40 mm wide

Thermal insulation, wood fibre, 360 

mm

Slab system, Kerto RIBA, 

Kerto-Q 45x300 sheet, 

Kerto-S Beam 75x450 mm

Rafters, glued laminated 

timber, spruce 250/450 

mm

Exposed installations (ventilation, 

electricity, fire extinguishers etc.)

Diagram - Kerto Riba Slab 1:100Diagram - Kerto Riba Slab 1:100Detail aa - Horizontal 1:20
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GSEducationalVersion

Thermal insulation, wood fibre, 360 mm

Slab system, Kerto RIBA, Kerto-Q 45x300 sheet, 

Kerto-S Beam 75x450 mm

Facade element hanging on exterior wall: cladding, 

larch, vertical planks with varied lenght, 30 mm thick 

boards Substructure: Horizontal and vertical timber 

battens, 40 mm wide

Wood fibreboard, permeable, waterproof 16 mm

Wind paper

Foundation structure: Terrazzo floor 5 mm; Heating 

screed, perforated plate 85 mm; Separation layer, PE 

foil; Impact sound insulation 30 mm; Levelling 

insulation 50 mm; Separation layer PE foil, two ply; 

Reinforced concrete 250 mm; Thermal insulation 80 

mm

Solid timber panel, spruce, 18 mm

GSEducationalVersion

Facade element hanging on exterior wall: cladding, 

larch, vertical planks with varied lenght, 30 mm thick 

boards Substructure: Horizontal and vertical timber 

battens, 40 mm wide

Wood fibreboard, permeable, waterproof 16 mm

Wind paper

Bird box (Swift) 120 mm high, 150 mm deep, 370 mm 

long, larch

Supporting structure, spruce, filled with thermal 

insulation, flexible wood fibre 240 mm

Supporting structure, spruce, filled with thermal 

insulation, flexible wood fibre 260 mm, spruce panel 

finish

Glulam column, 75x270 mm, larch

Glulam column, 75x550 mm, 

spruce
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[ thank you ]


