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1 Abstract

The proposed research aims to answer the following 
question: “How can architectural design, focused 
at creating a variety of anonymous and intimate 
public spaces, lead to the design of  a healthy and 
inclusive public condenser?” By researching and de-
signing for the relation between anonymous and 
intimate oriented spaced the expected result is to 
create a design that attracts both the individual and 
the community and create social exchange in new 
innovative spaces.

Keywords: Inclusion, health, identity, anonymity, inti-
macy, public condenser & sense of place.

2 Introduction 

The design area of Sundholm in Sønderbro consists 
of a historical site with an identity that is strongly lin-
ked to its institutional heritage. In the 1900’s the area 
of Sundholm was built to create a place where peo-
ple that struggled with life in society could work and 
learn how to behave properly. This included people 
with criminal backgrounds but also people who just 
could not fend for themselves. 

The institutional identity of Sundholm is still very ac-
tive as the area now houses many different homeless 
shelters, social housing, a municipal office, a youth 
detention centre and a volunteering centre for the 
entire area of Amager. The former fences, moat and 
forced labour have made place for individual barri-
ers, blockades and an overall indifference to other 
residents in the area. In figure 1 is this anonymity be-
tween stakeholders shown, based on an interview 
with a volunteering office and local data. Thus the 
negative heritage of Sundholm lingers in its reputa-
tion and identity. 

Because of this identity, and other reasons such as 
lack of financial resources and the physical accessi-
bility of the area, the residents of Sundholm struggle 
to meet and connect with each other. Outsiders, for 
instance the artist who work in Sundholm and stu-

dents of the university next to Sundholm also lack 
a reason to connect with the area. What remains is 
a neighbourhood of indifference that lingers in its 
heritage, which is not a positive memory. 

The municipality of Copenhagen have already, to-
gether with many volunteers, taken the first steps to 
try and lift some of the pressures at play in Sundholm. 
Form 2012 to 2014 the ‘Integrated urban renewal 
plan’ 1.9, has been a first approach of bottom-down 
urban renewal. Together with volunteers and local 
residents the municipality identified the following 
themes for further improvements: identity, health, 
accessibility, ecological sustainability & economical 
sustainability and community6. The design for a pu-
blic condenser in the area of Sundholm might form 
the following step in an ongoing process of improve-
ment and should address the above stated themes 
in its program and design.

Figure 1. The social conflicts (red) and alliances (brown)of stake-
holders in Sønderbro as a result the degree of anonymity towards 
other stakeholders (blue). 3.1, 3.2
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3 Goals & relevance of research

The aim of the research is to design a public conden-
ser that contributes to a positive change in the neig-
hbourhood of Sundholm. This proposed change is 
of a dual con-cern. Firstly the design of the conden-
ser aims to impact the negative reputation that the 
historic identity of the neighbourhood has caused. 
Additionally will the de-sign for a public condenser 
be focussed at creating space where people meet 
each other who in other places would not necessa-
rily interact.  

Figure 2. Themes for public exchange that are essential drivers for 
the design of the public condenser 1.11, 1.15, 1.16, 1.20

The first aim of the design relates to the identity of 
the neighbourhood and to the matter of the con-
nection local and outside users experience with the 
neighbour-hood. Yi-Fu Tuan relates the experience 
of space to place, he explains the relation individu-
als feel with places and objects. These feelings can 
relate place to a smell, sound or even a ritual, place 
is sensitive 1.16. To change the experience for users of 
Sundholm the condenser might follow the narrative 
of creating a ‘place’, which might be created by de-
signing with the themes as shown in figure 2. A place 
which resonates differently with users through pro-
gram but also through a more personal connection. 

Another influence on sense of place is given by Ri-
chard Sennet in ‘The Public Realm’ and concerns 
the degree of anonymity versus the degree of in-
timacy people experi-ence in the public realm 1.20. 
Anonymity in the public realm enables people to 
step out of the social expectations that are experi-
enced in communities and private spaces. Intima-
te spaces thus offer a preset social expectation of 
behaviour. The degree of anonymity that is experi-
enced also relates to the connection people feel to 
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the places of the condenser. A variety of anonymous 
and intimate spaces might offer differ-ent individual 
and communal connections to building. In figure 3 
two diagrams showcase how functions oriented at 
anonymity and intimacy might form hybrid spaces 
of social exchange. In figure 4 are these themes re-
lated to possible functions. 

Figure 3. Program oriented at anonymous and intimate spaces 
and the hybrids that form between them. 
Figure 4. Stakeholder needs related to anonymity and intimacy in 
Sønderbro. 3.1,3.2,3.3

The connections between various anonymous and 
intimate spaces can be made physical through the 
architecture and program of the public building. 
The program should be aimed at functions that 
invite individuals to participate. In ‘Sense of place’ 
Charles Spence explains how architectural design 
might offer a connection between the user and a 
possible sense of place between the user and the 
public building 1.24. Feelings that resonate to the indi-
vidual, comforting them, encourages them to form 
an connection with the places of the public conden-
ser, which Yi-Fu Tuan describes as motivators for 
social exchange 1.18. By encouraging individuals to 
connect the building could form as a breeding spot 
of communities instead of just housing already exis-
tent communities. The functions within the building 
must resonate with the attraction of the building to 
individuals. The two interviews with local institutions 
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give insight into the local needs 3.1 ,3.2. Compared with 
psychological needs for social life as described by 
Maslow and Lang 1.6, shown in figure 5, the attraction 
of anonymity might form a basis for a healthy and 
inclusive condenser

Figure 5. Hierarchy of needs related to stakeholders of Sønderbro .1.6 

4 Theoretical framework

On the basis of the design themes and challenges 
as stated before the research aims to offer insight 
into the relation between health in architecture, pu-
blic identity, sense of place and social inclusion. The 
research will be done according to the following re-
search question and sub questions:

“How can architectural design, focused at creating 
a variety of anonymous and intimate public spaces, 
lead to the design of  a healthy and inclusive public 
condenser?”

The research will further be divided among the four 
subquestions:

1. What is the public condenser?
“Which challenges and themes define the impact 
that the public condenser aims to bring to Sund-
holm?”

2. Why in Sundholm? 
“How can archtitectural desing aid in the formation 
of a new identity and create a relation of sense of 
place for individuals and communities with the pu-
blic condenser in Sundholm?

3. Why create a healthy & inclusive program?
“What social and physical program are of impor-
tance for a healthy change in Sundholm and how 
can this program be made available for all stake-
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4. Why create spaces for intimacy & anonymity?
“How can a variety of anonymous and intimate 
oriented spaces attract a broad audience with the 
aim of creating a common meeting grounds and a 
broad experience in the condensers program?”

5 Methods

The proposed research concerns the design of a 
public condenser that revolves around the hybrids 
between anonymous and intimate spaces. The goal 
that is to be reached starts with setting up a pro-
gram for the public condenser that is both acces-
sible and inclusive. The research will be matched 
with a design process as the result of both should 
be a design for a public building. The demands for 
the program of the building are derived from Da-
nish data and interviews that have been conducted 
with a select group of stakeholders. These interviews 
also consist of data from a participation event with 
local residents. Additionally multiple literary sources 
are used in creating an understanding of certain de-
sign themes and challenges such as inclusivity and 
healthy architectural design. 
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1. Literary sources

1.1 Architectural design as a catalyst for social inclusi-
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1.2 The architecture of community, Leon Kier. 2009
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public architecture. Positioning of building in relation 
to public life. 

1.3 The architecture of the city, Aldo Rossi. 1982
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archticture. What drivers are there to be found desin-
ging for public. 
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Review of the work of Jane Jacobs, modern com-
ments on her ideas and ideologies of the public re-
alm. 



P1 Research Plan. 2024 -2025, Public Condenser4
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1.13 The new urban crisis, Richard Florida. 2017
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and principles. Revolves around the non-place that 
forms a public connector. 

2.3 Kampung Admiralty, WOHA
Project that combines hight and green spaces for the 
creation of multiple building levels for social interacti-
on between elderly and others. 

2.4 Masanari Murai Museum, Kengo Kuma
An art museum that exhibites in an intimate space, 
creating many anonymous yet intimate relations 
with the visitors. 

2.5 National museum of African History and Culture; 
Ajaye Associates, Freelon Ajaye Bond & Smithgroup
An example of architecture that is visual and conceals 
a delicate intirior. 

2.6 Sendai Mediatheque, Toyo Ito & Associates
Public condenser that uses its construction as an 
architectural element for combination of multiple 
floors.

2.7 Shipyard 1862, Kengo Kuma
A public mixed-use building that transformed herita-
ge into an attractive public building, shaping a mo-
dern identity. 

2.8 Substrate Factory Ayase, Aki Hamada Architects
A community buildign that is based next to an exis-
ting factory, the spaces are reshapeable and can be 
used for different purposes. 

2.9 Värtan Bieonergy CHP-plant, UD Urban Desing 
AB & Gottlieb Paludan Architects
Architecture that blends into the existing surroun-
ding. Conceals an unwanted activity in an aesthetic 
manner. 

2.10 Yien East Archipalago, Kengo Kuma
A combination of architecture for anonymity and ar-
chtitecture based on heritage. A complex for relaxa-
tion.

3. Interviews & Data

3.1 Interviewdata from municipal office & conversati-
on with architect Rasmus Andersen. 2024
A conversation with a local stakeholder aiming to 
bring bottem-up development in Sundholm. Data 
contains a session of his office with local residents 
concerning challenges, needs and solutions. 

3.2 Interview with Teddy Rasmussen from the Ama-
ger Colunteering Center. 2024
An interview with a local volunteer to gain insight into 
the character and identity of Sundholm. 

3.3 Street interviews with local people in and around 
Sønderbro, including; artists, students, teachers and 
others. 2024
Local residents. 

3.4 DK data of Copenhagen, municipal data. 2012
Data concerning local monuments, movements, in-
frastructure, cultural facilities etc. 


