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1.1 The Post War Settlement

The vast world population growth and 
city expansion resulting in the need for 
housing in the future is inevitable. The 
notion of globalization and immigration 
also takes part in the urge to build new 
housing and expand the city. Similarly 
in the Netherlands, there is a need to 
build housing approximately one million 
homes before 2050 (Oorschot, 2020). 
The urge to meet the demands of hous-
ing resulting in densification in the cities 
or opening new towns. This urge has 
been taken into action with opening new 
cities since the post-war. Almere and Bi-
jlmer (Amsterdam Zuid-Oost) are among 
them. Almere Haven was built on re-
claimed land in Flevoland in the 1970s to 
create a new city close to the city of Am-

sterdam. The same notion was taken place in 
Southeast of Amsterdam as Bijlmermeer (Bi-
jlmer) opened up a  new settlement starting in 
the 1960s. (Bijlmermuseum, n.d). Just outside 
Amsterdam, these new settlements seem 
ideal to support the growth of Amsterdam. In 
general, 31% of the residential buildings in the 
Netherlands are from the period 1965-1985 
(Clarke and Spoorman, 2020). The current and 
future challenge to provide adequate hous-
ings also culminate the idea of revitalizing and 
densify the current housing stock to meet the 
demands. Thus, investigation of the values 
and potentials of these relatively new settle-
ments to meet these challenges is required.

1. Introduction

Figure 1. Oude 
H-Buurt met 

Hoptille 
(Source : https://
bijlmermuseum.
files.wordpress.

com/2014/01/oude-
h-buurt-met-hop-

tille.jpg?w=768)
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1.2 Problem Statement

Despite the housing solution from the 
city of Almere and Bijlmer it also at-
tached to negative images. Almere is 
often associated with the suburban 
low-rise areas and unattractive (Planum, 
n.d.). Meanwhile, Bijlmer has a reputa-
tion for its socio-problems inherited by 
its past. The socio-problems that oc-
curred in Bijlmer nowadays based on the 
findings in New Heritage studio on-going 
research in H-Buurt such as; lack of feel-
ing safety, maintenance issues, formal 
and informal economy, mistrust between 
stakeholders, lack of public space, build-

ing quality, etc.  These socio-problems were 
the result of many factors from the housing 
policy, immigration, oversupply housing, lack 
of facilities, to criminality in general. (Was-
senberg, 2013). Moreover, the buildings from 
the 1970s and 1980s are considered to have 
poor quality resulting in maintenance issues 
and high energy demand (van Thoor, 2020). 

Based on the on-going research findings, 
the next research will focus on the following 
problems.

Figure 2. 
Hoptille Current 

Situation

(photo by author)
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1.  Feeling Safety

Bijlmermeer has its negative images 
due to social problems and criminalities 
that occurred in the past. They included 
nuisance, vandalism, problematic people, 
drug dealing, robberies, and many more. 
some of the causes were the urban 
structures that lacked surveillance com-
bined with the anti-social behaviour and 
exacerbated by external factors such as 
oversupply of housings that attracted less 
desirable people (Wassenberg, 2013). 

Nowadays people feel safer living in the 
H-buurt. However, some people do not 
feel so, especially at night. The unintend-
ed use of public space due to lack of 
surveillance is also a part of the problem  

2. Formal/Informal Economy

Bijlmerplein is highly appreciated due to 
the shopping area that creates liveliness 
in the neighbourhood. The mixed-func-
tion in the Bijlmerplein is considered as 
a strong attribute contrast to mono func-
tionality in other neighbourhoods. This 
mixed-function is considered to make the 
neighbourhood resilient. However, the 
shops here face an uncertain future due 
to the online competition and are vul-
nerable due to COVID pandemic. On the 
other hand, the negative informal econ-
omy such as drug dealing also happened 
in some urban structures which are not 
appreciated by the stakeholders. The 
municipality wants to tackle this through 
education and social programs. 

H-Buurt belongs to a relatively low-in-
come neighbourhood averaging 18,500 
euro with 20.5%  of the household in the 
Bijlmer Centrum DFH District having an 
income at or around the social minimum 
(allecijfers, n.d.). The CBS put the low-in-
come threshold at €12,750 last year for 
a single person and €2,000 more for a 
family. (DutchNews,2019)

3.  Cultural Diversity

H-Buurt or Bijlmer is known for its mixed 
ethnicity background. Many people 
from Suriname migrated in the 70s just 
before the independence of Suriname. 

Nowadays people from Suriname, Antilles, 
Turkey, Morocco, and others non-western 
live in great numbers in the neighbourhoods 
(allecijfers, n.d.). This mix of cultural diversity 
is something that people appreciated in this 
neighbourhood and is an aspect that makes 
H-Buurt unique. However, it becomes a chal-
lenge when different ethnic backgrounds live 
together as there is a risk for social segrega-
tion.

4. Lack of Quality public space 
 & greeneries

In general, H-buurt has low quality of public 
space and greeneries except for the square in 
Bijlmerplein. The connection on the ground 
floor between the private and public domain 
was also mentioned in the interviews. Also, 
the unintended public space lacks social 
control. The greenery also seems monotonous 
and not has quality. The need for improve-
ment and urban furniture such as benches are 
mentioned in the interviews.

5. Building Quality

H-buurt buildings were built in the 1970s and 
1980s when the economic crisis happened 
and caused a lack of financial support. This 
resulted in the bad quality of building and 
problems such as poor materiality and insu-
lation. Hoptille is mentioned to have a lot of 
problems such as odor nuisance, leakages, 
acoustic, and bad insulation.

6. Identity

Three neighbourhoods in H-Buurt,have their 
own identity. Bijlmerplein with its shopping 
center and its liveliness, Hoptille with its 
monotonous long wall residential and its 
single-family housing. Heesterveld with its vi-
brant renovation is seen as a creative catalyst 
for social progress.

The communities are mentioned in Hoptille 
and Heesterveld. The community sense in 
Hoptille is mostly established by the commu-
nity center and the activities they organize. 
Similarly, community activities are organized 
in Heesterveld. 
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Problems/Risk

Physical Risk

Social Risk

Economy Risk

Table 1. Problems in 
Indonesia’s 

Kampung and 
Problems in Hoptille

(Source : Adapted 
from Shirleyana et 

al. (2018))

Kampung Hoptille

• Lack of quality in public space
• Dense neighbourhood
• Risk of eviction

• Lack of quality public space 
and greeneries

• Housing Demands
• Bad building quality

• Social Segregation due to cultural 
diversity

• Safety Issue
• Lack of education

• Prone Social Segregation to 
cultural diversity

• Feeling safety

• Economy vulnerability • Relatively low income 
          neighbourhood

1.3 The Similar Problems 
 Kampung in Indonesia   
 and Its Potential

Urban-Kampung (Urban Settlement) in 
Indonesia shares similar socio-problems 
with Bijlmer. Kampung is often associated 
with slum-like settlement. However, Funo 
(2002) described that Kampung is not 
a slum, and it has characteristic of rural 
village. Kampung has a problem with its 
density, diversity, building quality, safety, 
economic opportunity, moreover the lack 
of basic facilities. Nevertheless, kam-
pung has become part of the housing 
type in Indonesia known for its density, 
squeezed dwellings, and narrow alleys 
that become its public space.  

Apart from its problems, The social en-
gagement in Kampung is strong in that it 
emerges its communal solution to tackle 
problems that occurred. For example, 
Kampung has its community patrol to 
address the safety issues, the residents 
support each other when a member 
of the community has problems, it has 
communal savings, and sometimes the 

residents create a business together with their 
neighbors. Kampung has potentials with its 
social system, values, and kinship, and it gives 
dwellers the ability to sustain themselves 
(Funo, et al.,2002).  Amplify this adaptive 
capacity, Shirleyana (2018) urges that Kam-
pung has resilience in social, economic, and 
environmental vulnerabilities with its commu-
nity bond. In relation to Bijlmer (H-Buurt) the 
question to be raised is what lesson learned 
from Kampung can contribute to tackling the 
socio-problem that occurs in H-Buurt?
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Figure 3. Photo 
Collage of Daily 

Activites in 
Kampung Code 

Yogyakarta.
(Source : Edited and 
taken from Hutama, 

2016)
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Heritage and architecture try to inves-
tigate the values of the existing built 
environment to solve current problems 
and meet future challenges. Finding 
potentials, values of the relatively new 
built environment in H-Buurt and identi-
fying its problems and challenges are the 
general aim of this research of heritage 
studio. In these relatively new neighbour-
hoods, values and challenges are derived 
from the appreciation of its residence 
and other related stakeholders. Collective 
research, individual research, and design 
development will be conducted as the 
research process. 

2.1 Research Question 
    & Structure

As mentioned earlier, the value assess-
ment derived from stakeholders’ per-
spective resulting in different themes of 
problems and challenges in the H-Buurt 
in which has three different locations 
to focus on; Bijlmerplein, Hoptille, and 
Heesterveld. The focus location of 
further research is the Hoptille neigh-
bourhood in H-Buurt. Hoptille is chosen 
mainly because Hoptille is relatively 
behind compared to Bijlmerplein and 
Heesterveld with its own identity and 
still struggles with its problems. Hoptille 
is not only facing different problems and 
challenges but also has some values and 

opportunities. The diversity could become the 
opportunity to develop the social identity and 
heterogeneous community, but on the other 
hand, it is vulnerable to social segregation. 
Moreover, the inhabitant is categorized as 
relatively low income, so the potential source 
of income for the inhabitant needs to be 
addressed. The other issues such as feeling 
safety and building performance need to be 
elevated while achieving future housing de-
mand with the densification.
The Potential Solution

On the other hand, Kampung in Indonesia 
facing similar issues but also comes with its re-
silience potential with its community strength. 
Shirleyana (2018) point out that despite the 
risk in the kampung, it has resilience capacity 
in social ties; adaptation; community initiative; 
place attachment; place identity; security; 
economic stability; environmental protection; 
and government support. For example, the so-
cial ties among inhabitants help them to sup-
port each other and bond a mutual relation. 
The adaptation of the kampung also has prov-
en to adapt the urban change, accommodat-
ing the needs of public spaces in small spaces 
such as the narrow alleys, and the adaptability 
of the building that grows through the times 
based on the inhabitant’s economic capacity. 
The growth and the dynamic of economic 
activities around the alleys generate income 
for the inhabitant, thus contributing to the 
economic stability resilience.

2. Approach and 
Methodhology
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The Research Questions

Thus the research question is formulated as:

“ Which lesson from Indonesia’s Kampung that can contribute to 
social-spatial quality improving the resilience of Dutch housing 
in Hoptille?”

with sub-questions:

-	 What	the	characteristic	of	socio-spatial	Indonesia’s	Kampung?

-	 What	is	a	resilience	neighbourhood?

-	 How	to	implement	Indonesia’s	Kampung	socio-spatial	characteristic	in	Hoptille			
	 without	neglecting	the	difference	in	culture	and	environment?
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Atlas.ti Coding

Assessing potential schemes 
for the neighbourhood

Bijlmerplein, 
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Digital

“ Which lesson from Indonesia’s 
Kampung that can contribute to 

improving social-spatial resilience of 
Dutch housing in Hoptille?”

(Zijlstra, 2009) 

(Shirleyana et al., 2018)

Research Structure

The research consists of collective and individ-
ual reseach. The collective part is to deter-
mine the value and attributes of the H-Buurt 
and then derive it into code book before 
deliver the scenario toolkit as a based for 
individual research.

Diagram 1.
Research Structure
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2.2 Research Methodology

2.2.1 Collective Research : 

Finding Values & Developing Scenarios

Finding The Values
The first part of collective research is to 
find and analyse the values and attri-
butes in the neighbourhoods into code-
book which contain values, attributes, 
and challenges of the three neighbour-
hood in H-Buurt; Bijlmerplein, Hoptille, 
and Heesterveld

The Pilot Research: Almere Haven

The pilot research in Almere Haven is 
used as an experiment to test and adapt 
the research methods that will be used 
in the main research of H-buurt. The goal 
is to extract the attributes and values 
from the opinions of the residents. Two 
approaches were conducted by having 
media research and on-site interview to 
explore residents' experiences, memo-
ries, opinions, and perceptions, as well 
as opinions on social media (Facebook, 
Instagram, and Flickr). This combination 
resulted in a quantitative study with 
a qualitative map as well.  The on-site 
group decided on a top-four of the tested 
methods and a list of recommendations. 

Each method has its reflection. This reflection 
was not just focused on the execution of the 
method but also the documentation and the 
first analysis of the data. 

The Main Reseach: H-Buurt

Collecting the Data

To start the H-buurt research, the group was 
divided into four smaller groups. The division 
was as followed: Insiders/Outsiders, Owners, 
Academics/Makers, and Government.  

A collective strategy and method were devel-
oped to create comparable results across all 
groups. Within this, different methods can be 
used by the groups to achieve this focus. In 
general four groups used two main methods, 
questionnaire and photo elicitation (Harper, 
2002), along with research on media, and 
literature. For photo elicitation, five photos 
were selected and shown to all interviewees 
along with a collective question. Later on, 
these answers were then compared in the 
photo matrix. The other comparison was 
theme-based to analyse different perspectives 
towards derived attributes and challenges in 
H-Buurt. 
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Stakeholders

Government

Owners

Economy Risk

Table 2. Methods 
and Output  from 

Each Stakeholders

Description Methods Output

The government group focused 
on the perspective of the 
government on the H-Buurt. 
This includes the municipality, 
the national service for cultural 
heritage, but also organizers on 
the neighbourhood scale.

• Desk Research (De-
mographic, Plans, and 
Policies)

• Interviews
• Photo Elicitation

• Overview attributes 
and values

• Historical Timeline
• Photo Matrix

The owner group focused on 
the real estate property within 
the five neighbourhoods of 
H-Buurt. There were 5 steps 
within the research phase, 
which built upon each other 
and could be combined in 
one in-depth research on the 
attributes and values out of the 
owner’s perspective.

• Desk Research (Maps 
and Historical Timeline, 
Literature)

• Inteviews
• Photo Elicitation

• Overview attributes 
and values

• Photo Matrix

• Overview attributes 
and values

• Heat map and word 
cloud.

• Photo Matrix

The users group focused on the 
perspective of the people who 
live or work in the H-buurt or 
visit the H-buurt for a different 
reason.

• Interviews
• Photo Elicitation
• Social Media (Flickr, 

Instagram, Facebook)

Research Ethics

The main methods of collecting data 
are interview and photo elicitation. In 
which every group assessing different 
stakeholders to analyse the different 
perspectives towards the appreciation of 
the neighbourhoods. This research raised 
some ethical issues during this pro-
cess related to the use and data of the 
respondents. This research makes sure 
that consent of the respondents before 
being recorded or taking the data is met 
by explaining what is the purpose of the 
research, the data collected is used for 
education purposes only, and the person-
al data of the respondent is kept anony-
mously. After the consent is agreed then 
collecting the data is conducted.

During the pandemic situation, the re-
searcher group that collects the data on-
site or physically ensures that the health 
protocol is being implemented by using 
a mask, 1.5-meter distance between 
respondents, and if photo elicitation is 
printed on the media the researchers 
provide the sanitizer and ensure the 

media is hygiene. If the interview is being 
arranged, for example, the maker group, the 
researchers make sure to give the option if the 
interviewee comfortable to meet physically 
or online, and also to provide with adequate 
information of what research is being con-
ducted and the topic or list of questions, so 
the interviewees know what to be expected 
and the duration of the interview. 

The users group also has the issue to make 
sure that the respondents (residents) un-
derstand that the purpose of this research 
for education that will not affect directly the 
condition in the neighbourhood, to ensure 
there is no effect on the trust towards the 
management (owner) related to their voice or 
aspiration if any
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Matrix of Photo Elicitation

The matrix consists of five photos that 
were used in the collective photo elicita-
tion from different stakeholder subgroups. 
This method translates the mentioned 
attributes to visual. Colour codes are 
used to highlight the certain attributes 
mentioned by interviewees in the photos. 
Red for high value, orange for medium 
value, and green for a low value. Each 
photo then will be examined through 
different values and attributes. The values 
are: Ecological, social, econo¬mic, aes-
thetical, historical, and political (Tarrafa, 
2012). These are commonly used within 
the discipline of Heritage, architecture. 
The attributes are subdivided by the 
whole group into tangible and intangible 
attributes based on the article of Clarke 
et al.: site, surroundings, stuff, surface, 
amenities, scale, typology, space, story, 
social, servi¬ces, vision, atmosphere and 

past/present/ future (Clarke et al., 2019). The 
highlighted colour in the photo later can be 
recognized and compare one to another. The 
other advantage of using this method is that it 
can be proceeded into supporting quantitative 
analysis to highlight the frequency of certain 
values or attributes mentioned by the differ-
ent stakeholders. 

The example of this matrix is shown below: 

Figure 4. Photo 
Elicitation Matrix
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Derived Themes

The themes of specific aspects, values, 
and problems are derived from the con-
clusion of each stakeholder into fourteen 
themes that represent H-buurt. These 
themes aim to investigate and compare 
different perspectives or appreciation of 
each theme on different stakeholders. 
Each stakeholder group can put a sum-
mary from their findings in these themes 
and highlight the values. These themes 
also help to keep the focus on the re-
search question. 

Developing the Scenarios and Assessing the 
Impact

The second part of collective research is to de-
velop a toolbox that which later can be used 
as tools for the individual research to develop 
their research and design solution based on 
derived themes. Group of four is form based 
on previous derived themes of; “Socio-Spa-
tial Diversity”, “Economic and Densification”, 
“Safety, Access, Type, and Function”, and 
“Identity, Aesthetics, and Ecology”. Each group 
developed scenarios per themes in H-Buurt 
using literature and precedents as the theo-
ries to provide a solution to the themes. 

The developed scenarios then are assessed 
on their impact on the existing attributes 
of the neighbourhoods. Each method then 
assessed its likelihood and scale of the impact 
to determine how this scenario affecting ex-
isting attributes or if there any improvement 
using these scenarios. The follow up from this 
impact assessment is to find how to mitigate 
the impact.

Figure 5.
The Derived Themes
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2.2.2 Individual Research 

The Framework

After collective research of deriving val-
ues, attributes, and challenges of H-Buurt 
in the codebook and creating possible 
scenario intervention as a toolkit, the 
next research will be individual. Knowing 
that Hoptille and Kampung have a similar 
problem, the main aim of individual 
research is to find a lesson from Indone-
sia's Kampung to improve socio-spatial 
quality in Hoptille applying Sherliyana’s 
(2018) Kampung resiliences and its 
qualities. Shirleyana (2018) combined 
the literature related to kampung and 
its quality to summarise the 9 points of 
Indonesia’s Kampung resilience based 
on its social ties; Social Ties, Adaptation, 
Community Innitiative, Place Attachment, 
Place Identity, Security, Economic Stabili-
ty, Enviromental Protection, Government 
Support.. From these resilience points 
and quality, this research will have 5 
points o resilience adapted from Shirley-
ana (2018) points of resilience in which 
related to the built environment 

These five points of resilience and quali-
ties then will be elaborated and enriched 
using other theories for example main-

taining contact between neighbours applying 
some key points from Jahn Gehl (2011) to 
promotes encounter among neighbours can 
maintain well-being and feeling safety. Gehl 
(2011) identified five components to en-
hance the interaction among the neighbours; 
no walls, short distance, low speed, one 
level, and face- to face interaction. The next 
point of resilience is Adaptation, the quality 
of flexibility, and multifunctionality in the 
spaces. Funo (2002) point out the typology 
of housing in kampung that can transform 
meets the residents need. The same ap-
proach using the open building to give the 
residence option for their needs and ability. 
Security also becomes one of the compo-
nents that need to be addressed, by pro-
moting social ties, natural surveillance, and 
territoriality (Gehl 2011, Jacobs 1961). The 
next point is economic stability by promoting 
local business and home-based enterprise by 
analysing the existing skill and background 
of the residents. Place Identity will also be 
achieved through community cultural activ-
ity, thus the quality of public spaces need to 
be addressed.

.  
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Shared the
similar problems

Potential of Resilience in 
Indonesia’s Kampung

Socio Spatial 
Characteristic

Hoptille Residents 
Potentials & Existing 
Socio Spatial Attributes

Hoptille’s Problems Kampung’s Problems

+

+

Social ties & 
Community Innitiatives

• Network of Friends, neighbourhood
• Mutual Reciprocity
• Alleys based social network
• Social Activity & Community based 

project
• Creative Innovations of the community

Adaptation
• Best of use availability dwelling space
• Flexibility
• Alleys Multifunctionality
• Communal Activity in limited space

Security
• Social security network
• Social bonding, feeling safety
• Territoriality

Economic Stability
• Homebased Enterprise
• Local Economy Activity

Place Identity

• Cultural Activites
• Hold the tradition 

and culture

(Shirleyana et al., 2018)

Map of Skill & Background
+ 
Etnography Research

Derived from Collective Research

(Gehl, 2011)

(Hutama, 2016)

adapted from

add principle from

adapted from

Diagram 2.
Individual Research 

Framework
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Identifying Socio-Spatial Quality in 
Indonesia’s Kampung and Hoptille

a. Indonesia’s Kampung Socio-Spatial 

Literature Research

To understand the lessons and qualities 
of resilience in Kampung, identifying its 
socio-spatial quality through its charac-
teristic is essential. This research mainly 
will be literature research to analyze the 
relationship between residents' activities 
in Kampung and its spatial configuration. 
Hutama (2016) identified the correlation 
of the residents' activities, the configu-
ration of space, and residents' percep-
tion in Kampung. He revealed that high 
activity occurs in favorite places where 
residents' necessary, social, optional, and 
religious activities are located. He also 
categorized the public spaces based on 
various literature where people interact 
in Kampung as; Alleys and Terrace, Local 
Shop and Tavern, Public bath and wells, 
Fields, and Public Facilities (Community 
buildings, mosque, guard posts, meeting 
halls). Based on this literature, the char-
acteristic of socio-spatial in Indonesia’s 
Kampung can be identified. The different 
literature might be needed during the 
process

b. Hoptille’s analysis
 
Socio-spatial in Hoptille

To identify the existing socio-spatial in Hop-
tille, ethnographic observation will be con-
ducted, together with urban block analysis on 
facilities and public space in Hoptille. Architec-
tural Etnographic is a method to observe and 
analyse the use of space from the users' point 
of view (Kajima et al. 2018). The mapping will 
extract the data collected from the interview 
with the residents and further site observa-
tion to understand how the residents use the 
space in Hoptille and determining the suitable 
intervention. 

Potential of the Residents in Hoptille

To further develop the notion of social ties 
and community-based projects, the residents' 
background, occupation, and skill will be iden-
tified through interviews and desk study. This 
will map the network of skills and provide the 
spatial solution to accommodate the poten-
tials. 

Figure 6. 
Sketch of Hoptille’s 

Possible 
Intervention for the 

Scnearios and 
Impact Assessment.

(Source : author)



18Nurhadi Nugraha - 5118042

AR3A010 - Research Plan 

Figure 7. Example of 
Architectural Etnography 

visual synthesis
(Source : Grovu, K. and 

Nugraha. N., 2020)
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 Implementing Socio-spatial 
characteristic and Resilience in Hoptille

1. Building analysis

Using the ABCD (time) matrix (Zijlstra, 
2009) as a base for heritage building 
analysis. Zijlstra (2009) describes the 
matrix is to gather relevant information 
of the building through different times 
since the building was built, current time, 
and the future. Using this matrix for the 
building analysis will help to understand 
the past and existing situation through 
different layers and develop the possible 
intervention of Hoptille building.

2. Case Study

Case studies are used to help in the 
exploration of the possible intervention 
to the building technology that fits the 
research question.

3. Scenarios for Possible Intervention

Developing scenarios for the possible 
intervention using a toolkit from the 
collective part as a base. This toolkit ad-
dressing different themes derived from 
issues in Hoptille. The scenarios come 
with an impact assessment that needs to 
be put into consideration when it comes 
to the design decision. After selecting 

one or combined possible scenarios, then it 
will be incorporated in possible intervention 
results from the building analysis to identify 
the compatibility and the technical matters.
 
4. Sketches and Model Making

Using sketches and model making to 
translate and test the possible intervention 
as a design solution in visual as part of the 
design process.  

5. Developing Design 
& Building Technology

The further developed design drawings 
need to consolidate the building technology 
to make sure the proposed design works 
and fit the technical existing condition, 
and future challenges. The drawings also 
demonstrate the translation from the de-
sign solution to the building interventions. 

Table 3. ABCD(time) 
Matrix   for Building 

analysis.
(Source : Zijlstra, 

2009)
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Figure 8. Photo collages of 
exploration in cross culture 
of Kampung’s interaction in 

Hoptille
(Source : author, and 

edited and taken from 
Hutama,2016)
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Conclusion and 
Its Relevance
This research is trying to find out the 
lesson from social ties that makes Indo-
nesia’s Kampung is considered as resil-
ience in the socio-spatial aspect of it, and 
implement its qualities in Dutch housing, 
in this case, is Hoptille in Amsterdam. 
Firstly, Hoptille is interesting to be investi-
gated relate to its context of heritage 
values and be seen as potential to ac-
commodate future demand for housing. 
Although it can reflect the 31% of current 
Dutch housing stock that comes from 
post-war residential (1965-1985) (Clarke 
and Spoorman, 2020). However, the 
relevance to represent its character from 
this era might be different in one building 
to another. Using the heritage approach 
of assessing the values, attributes, and 
challenges of these new neighbourhood 
using residents’ appreciation will bring 
new knowledge of assessing the “not so” 
heritage building. This knowledge will 
give benefit in assessing the similar build-
ings, not only in Netherlands, but also in 
other countries. 

Secondly, Hoptille is facing socio-problem 
and current-future challenges. The fact 
that the Hoptille building needs to meet 
the energy requirement, accommodate 
new housing demands, and tackle its 
socio-problems inherited from its past 
needs a new solution. On the other hand, 
learning from different parts of the globe 
related to how they tackle similar issues 
might be interesting to see. The notion 
of globalization put this approach more 
relevant to seek a solution from other 
parts of the world. The uncertainty about 
the future needs to be addressed in the 
context of resiliency to adapt and the 

capacity to face the overcome challenges. 
Indonesia’s Kampung, has the potential of 
resilience due to the strong social bond 
among the dwellers despite the negative 
aspects of it (Shirleyana et al., 2018).  In 
addition to the knowledge and academics, 
the framework derived from the study by 
Shirleyana (2018) explaining the themes 
of resilience and its quality in Indonesia’s 
Kampung is explored to see the possibility 
to incorporate it in the design intervention 
of this new neighbourhood. This approach 
also uses the lesson learned from the 
socio-spatial characteristic of Kampung and 
see if a similar principle can improve the 
community bonds among the neighbours 
and improve the social life in Hoptille. 
Although it needs to take a note that the 
cultural background, norms, and climate 
between Netherlands and Indonesia are 
different. It will add a new layer of depth 
and test if this framework can be used in 
another context, in this case, Dutch hous-
ing. Moreover, this approach will give a 
new exploration of cross-over in Dutch 
housing to implement the different cultural 
approaches to tackle current and future 
challenges.
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Self Assessment
The first lecture and first tutorial by 
Klaske Havik and Aleksandar Stanicic 
gave the overall explanation of how the 
design research in Architecture is formu-
lated and planned for the whole year of 
graduation studio. It gave me the idea 
that the research plan needs to be well 
thought and comprehensive because it 
will be our guides through the gradua-
tion studio. This lecture explained that 
the architectural research approach and 
tools are varied. Reflected on the grad-
uation studio that I chose, Heritage and 
Architecture, I can briefly understand 
that historical and qualitative research 
will be conducted, along with further 
developed individual topics. For me, this 
kind of lecture that gives direct practical 
examples and tools is interesting and 
easy to follow and be applied in my re-
search.  During these first two weeks, we 
haven’t be placed in one of the studios in 
Heritage and Architecture, we’re con-
sidering the choices to select in one of 
the studios. Nevertheless, these lectures 
give me an idea of what I am going to do 
with my trajectory research and helped 
me decided on the New Heritage for my 
graduation studio. 

Second lecture and second tutorial by 
Carola Hein, Rachel Lee, and Dan Baciu 
of history research design. She explained 
how to incorporate the research in his-
tory as a base for design development. 
This lecture is relatable to Heritage and 
Architecture. I need to mention that one 
of the case projects she showed during 
the lecture about the dwelling progres-
sion in Japan is very interesting and 
related to my studio of New Heritage in 
which dealing with a residential building. 
Also the use of mapping help to analyse 
the historical progression of the project 
site. Rachel Lee also provided insight on 
how to find and analyse the data from 
the different sources of the archive.  
The third series of lecture and tutorial 
by Stavros Kousoulas, Andrej Radman is 
more to the domain of philosophical and 
theoretical research and way of think-
ing. Although I did not find it applicable 

directly to the heritage research that I am 
conducting, it gives the notion of how crit-
ically thinking, always ask a question, and 
expanding the possible solution by under-
standing the different theories and philoso-
phy behind it. 

The last session was the “What If” master-
class conducted by Carola Hein and Dan 
Baciu. During the session, we were split 
into different groups and discussing the 
sustainability aspect of a case by asking 
what might have happened if this idea was 
built? I quite understand the purpose of 
discussing a plan, for example, Rotterdam 
Plan 2000+, but in that case, I didn’t familiar 
with this masterplan. So I didn’t know the 
reason behind this masterplan thus I found 
it difficult to assess the sustainability impact 
of it. I know the time constraint for this ses-
sion, but would be nice if the tutors explain 
the case briefly. Overall, I like the idea of 
having the discussion and thinking about 
what might have happened if this specific 
project was built? It helps me to elevate the 
layer of thinking and analyzing in my project 
and thinking about the impact of it. In New 
Heritage research this notion of “What 
If?” aligned with the research process by 
developing scenarios for H-buurt tackling 
the issues and assessing the impact of each 
scenario. I enjoyed this approach to help us 
explore the radical solutions while thinking 
about how big the impact would be, and 
how beneficial this scenario.
While the New Heritage research is going 
on, I am enjoying the topic of assessing the 
building or urban structure using heritage 
assessment. I think this approach is very 
applicable and useful in different cases. 
In addition to that, I learned so many 
things during this research, for example, 
coding tools for data analyse and impact 
assessment, in which enrich the analytical 
research by using “not-so” architectural 
methods. The individual research might be 
affected by the pandemic situation because 
some of the methods are interviews or ob-
servation. However, I am exciting seeing the 
trajectory of my personal research, hope it 
will be delivered nicely.  
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