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‘‘Economic restructuring intensifies the social polarisation in our cities” 
(Sassen, 1991).
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Spatio-Functional

Concentration of urban 
poverty Polarisation

Socio-Economical

Interaction between spatial aspect and socio-economical aspect- By Author

Pr
ob

le
m

 S
ta

te
m

en
t

www.ad.nl



Spatio-Functional

Concentration of urban 
poverty Polarisation

Socio-Economical

Interaction between spatial aspect and socio-economical aspect- By Author
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Spatial concentration of deprived groups intensifies the socio-economical 
polarisation of the city.
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Which spatio-functional strategies will contribute to the socio-economical 
transformation leading to the empowerment of deprived groups in 

Rotterdam South neighborhoods?
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Research DesignPatterns

Preliminary Design 
interventions
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Neighborhood Effects of poverty concentration

•	 Economy 

•	 Norm and Values 

•	 Facilities 

•	 Development of Stereotypes 

•	 Social
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•	 Social

Ethnic business



Afrikaanderwijk

Bloemhof

Tarwewijk

Carnisse

Rotterdam

www.CBS.nl, Ilustration by Author
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•	 Owner-managers 

•	 Employees 

•	 The Local Community

Ethnic businesses has positive impacts on...



•	 The power given to the residents for participating in the process of decision making (Sadan, 
1997).

•	 Creation of access to social and economic resources (Tunas, 2008).

Neighborhood Empowerment is...
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•	 Creation of access to social and economic resources (Tunas, 2008).

Neighborhood Empowerment is...

Social Enterprises as a solution for creating access to socio-economic resources
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•	 Any activity that has an entrepreneurial base and the main goal of it is to promote 
the socio-economic status of a community. 

•	 Social enterprise could be considered as providing services for the people who dont 
have control over their economic life which could be done in different ways like 
training, providing production tools and spaces (OECD, 2010; Carpenter, 2013).

Social Enterprise...
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Local scale enterprise

District scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

Study area
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Preliminary concept, By author

Li
tr

at
ur

e 
Co

nc
lu

si
on

Local scale enterprise

District scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

Study area

District scale enterprise

Local scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

Local scale enterprise

District scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

Study area

Local scale enterprise

District scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

Study area

Local scale enterprise

District scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

Study area

Adding Ethnic and Social businesses in different types and scales of performances
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Spatial location for ethnic enterprises:  
Streets/areas which are social dividers

Spatial location for ethnic and social enterprises: 
Neighborhoods which has a passive role in the current 

economical system

Enterprise as a tool for increasing the publicness of 
the most integrated streets

spatial devision of ethnic groups

social interaction of different ethnic groups

Ethnic 
business

Carnisse

Tarwewijk Bloemhof

Carnisse

Tarwewijk BloemhofDistrict scale enterprise

Local scale enterprise

City scale enterprise

Local people

Non-local people

By author
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Network of the proposal patterns
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Unique pattern:
City scale attractor

Encouraging tools: 
- Policies aiming for encouraging ethnic 

minorities start-ups

It will bring 
capital to the 
area

productive spaces

Capital Skills

Productive neighborhoodLiving-working blocks

Encouraging tools: 
co-operation with schools for 

entrepreaneurial training 
-Tax incentives

Ethnic economy (consumption 
and trade based) Temporary economic activity

Encouraging tools:  
- Land-use regulations 

- Tax incentive for enterprise start-
ups and funds 

The pattern w
ill be continiued in a bottom

-up w
ay 

because it w
ill encourage training and netw

orking 

Economic co-operation Pedestrian friendly business 
routes

Encouraging tools:  
Policies aiming for encouraging ethnic 

minorities start-ups

System of applying the patterns in relation to the stakeholders envolved in each pattern and the proposal encouraging tools for fulfilling the patterns, By Author
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 First phase of the strategy, implementing the proposal patterns, By author
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Legend of the patterns
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 Third phase of the strategy, implementing the proposal patterns, By author

Temporary economic activity
Living-working blocks
Pedestrian friendly
Public space integrate with local business

Extension of the local businesses

Economic co-operation

Productive space

Ethnic economy
City scale attractor

Living-working blocks
Pedestrian friendly
Public space integrate with local business

Extension of the local businesses

Economic co-operation

Productive space

Ethnic economy
City scale attractor

Pedestrian friendly

Social Economy

Multi- functional centre

Living-working blocks

Productive spaces

Ethnic Economy

Temporary Economy

Local business extention

Economic co-operation

Legend of the patterns



St
ra

te
gyEmpowerment type 2 

 
Peoples participation  

Empowerment type 1 
 

Promote the socio-economic status of the 
community

St
ra

te
gy

http://www.westcountryrivers.co.uk/

http://www.idrc.ca



Empowerment type 1 
 

Peoples participation  

Empowerment type 2 
 

Promote the socio-economic status of the 
community

St
ra

te
gy

 Proposal tools for involving the participatory planning in different stages of the project, By Author
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 Proposal tools for involving the participatory planning in different stages of the project, By Author

Evaluation of the proposal patterns by 
the local people
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Proposal design, By author
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Proposal design, By author
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Diagram 38- Proposal functions of the designed area, By author
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Pattern: Public space facilitator of socio-economic activity



Social and Ethnic businesses on the ground floor
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Production of the community 
gardens of the neighborhood
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Socio-Economic activities take place in the...

Before

After

Local Business

Ethnic business

Locations of socio-economic activities in relation to type of them before the design, By Author

Local Business

Ethnic business

Temporary socio-economic activity

Socio-economic activities in public space

Community gardening

Community centre
Roof gardening

De
si

gn
 E

va
lu

ati
on

Criteria 1: Facilitating variety of socio-economic activities
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Before

Criteria 2: Facilitating socio-economic activities for variety of user groups

After

By Author

By Author

By Author Googlemaps.com

All the diagrams illustrated By Author
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Conclusion and Recommendations



Social centext of the Dutch deprived neighborhoods (Immigrants 
concentration) provides a socio- economical opportunity for activating 

these neighborhoods: Ethnic businesses

Not a Problem but an Opportunity...



Multi-Layer and Multi-scale approach is necessary for fulfilling the socio-
economic empowerment: 

  
 

Spatial 
  
Functional 
 
People

Micro Scale 
 
Macro Scale



Tackling the problems of the deprived neighborhoods needs  close co-
operation between different sectors public sector, municipality, housing 

association, local people and even the NGOs.



Thank You!


