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About the site

The Public Library: Asplund Library + Annexes



About the site

Nomenclature



About the site

Competition borders



History of the Asplund Library
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District of knowledge and education



History of the Asplund Library

Architect Erik Gunnar Asplund
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History of the Asplund Library

Temple of books



History of the Asplund Library

South wing: past and present



History of the Asplund Library

From erotica room to ,lounge”
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Competitions of 2006 & 2014

Key guidelines

- MUA from 14,000 to 24,000
- Asplund Library‘s status as a temple of books
- Integration of new technologies, flexible spaces and public areas
- Access to the northern parts of Observatorielunden
- Accessibility, inclusivity, multilingualism

- Teaching and group rooms, varied reading and study areas, event spaces, debating areas,
digital resources, multi-functional spaces, flexible workplaces, shared functions

- Dual role of the Asplund Library as a monument and local library

- Service enhancements, environmental sustainability, efficient resource utilization
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Caruso St. John's winning proposal

A project on hold
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Caruso St. John's winning proposal
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Successful restoration of original ambience



Caruso St. John's winning proposal
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Accessibility through excavation & Bazaar extension



Library's enduring subjectivity to adaptation
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Caruso St. John's winning proposal

Existing Library

I public M non-public

Reading rooms expansion
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Caruso St. John's winning proposal

Modem furniture with a continuation of Asplund
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Caruso St. John's winning proposal
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Caruso St. John's winning proposal
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Shortcomings: playful yet mature rooms



Caruso St. John's winning proposal

Missed opportunity: upper floor

m LTCEIOUNAS
fLome_
CTFT

DOV 111 o e ! AR i
TR TR T TR A 1 T W T
1 ]ﬂj“_—ﬂiﬂ__lm,lL_‘lLﬂﬂLL,\ﬂL;JL_L;M[LL‘

LG e |
T I T T T a7

20



2

s winning proposa

Caruso St. John'

upper floor

Missed opportuni



What if the Asplund Library was a fully public building - truly a temple of books for the public?
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Landscape
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Asplund & the Stockholm Library
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Landscape

Asplund & the Stockholm Exhibition
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The plinth

Bazaar buildings and Library plinth
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The plinth

P1: an investigation
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The plinth

P1: an investigation
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The plinth

A new approach
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Landscape

A classicist park
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A library nest



Landscape

Organic pathways
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Landscape

Viewpoints
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Landscape

Fi/ﬂﬂﬂ

Approaching the Annexes



Landscape

Spaces of disjunction
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Landscape
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Landscape
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Understanding the hill

History of the hill



Understanding the hill

.

Relationship hill & Annex 1
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Understanding the hill

Relationship hill & Annex 1
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Understanding the hill
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Relationship hill & Annex 2
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Understanding the hill
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Landscape
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Access impediments
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Landscape
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A space of disjunction but with potential
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Landscape
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Vision sketch



What if the crude network of access routes in a neglected hill became an ambient space that invites the public?
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Annexes: past & present

View from new public transport station Odenplan
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Annexes: past & present

Original plans for Spelbomskan
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Annexes: past & present

Financial limitations
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Annexes: past & present

Three realised Annexes out of four planned ones
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Annexes: past & present

Annex 3: Biochemistry Insitute then Observatorielunden Skola
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Annexes: past & present
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Annex 3: Biochemistry Insitute then Observatorielunden Skola
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Annexes: past & present
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Annex 2: Insitute of Social Sciences then Svenska Barnaboksinstitutet



Annexes: past & present

Annex 2: Insitute of Social Sciences then Svenska Barnaboksinstitutet
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Annexes: past & present

Annex 1: Humanities Library then International Library
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Annexes: past & present

Annex 1: Humanities Library then International Library
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Annexes: past & present

Cultural-historical value
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Annexes: past & present

Social value
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Annexes: past & present

Sustainability value

»1he goal is to double renovation rates by 2030.°
- Climate Pact, European Comission
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What if the Annexes were repurposed and formed a cohesive campus with the Asplund Library - a Public Palace?
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The contemporary library

Ground floor Second floor Third floor Fourth floor

1 Entrance hall 6  Book sorting equipment 11 Video department 16  Meeting room

2  Help desk / Information /7 Adiminstration 12 Studio 17 Art and architecture
3  Café / restaurant 8 Lounge area 13 Play area 18 Sciences

4 Rentable area 9  Maker space / workshop 14 Screening room 19 Language lab

5  Circulation desk 10 Audio department 15 Exhibition area

The New Deichman Library in Oslo
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What if the Public Palace catered to lifelong learning beyond books?
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1. What if the Asplund Library was a fully public building - truly a temple of books for the public?
2. What if the crude network of access routes in a neglected hill became an ambient space that invites the public?
3. What if the Annexes were preserved, repurposed and formed a cohesive campus with the Asplund Library - a Public Palace?

4. What if this Public Palace catered to lifelong learning beyond books?

or
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Program proposal

m2
Wardrobe 112
Circulation 700
Multi-purpose hall 290
. Library Exhibition 115
. Restaurant 145
. Customer workspace 285
. Physical & digital workshop 238
. Living lab 220
. Auditorium 225
. Teaching & group rooms 400
. Debating room 85
. WC, washrooms 325
. Staff rooms (offices, lounge) 280
. Storage & stage prop 195
Security office & storage 40
First aid & health room 45
. Utility room + maintenance 210
(HVAC, electrical, plumbing, water heaters, ...)
Servers, network & [T storage 215
4125

Annex 1 Annex 2

A conclusive program



A landscape building design
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The plinth

East entrance elevation (POV Children's Library entrance)
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The plinth

North elevation (Section through Annex 1, 2 and 3 from left to right)
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A landscape building design
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Structural diagram
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A landscape building design

.................ﬁ-
00000000000000000

s
Y
(/

i |

lh\lM
Y
v
AN

T
7

Vi
\

[~

SO

N, =

Climate diagram



rr’

/

Ol

/
S S S S
S S S S S
S S S S S

/
/
/

S S S S S S S SSSSSS SSSS SS

N Vo vrssrs s
////@///////C///////Q///////Q//////
\ / /S /S /S /S J J / / / / )

L

oad
oad
oad
/LS

AN NN NN NN NN
AN NN NN NN NN
AN NN NN NN NN
AN NN NN NN
NN NN NN NN NN NN

SSS S S S S
JSSS S S S S
J S S ) S

A landscape building design

Foundation details



A landscape building design
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Parapet details
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A landscape building design

Elevation & Technichal drawing
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Retaining wall:

Fleece.

Gravel fill.

Dimpled plastic sheet drainage layer.
Bituminous sealant finish.

100mm Reinforced concrete sandwich element +
150mm XPS thermal insulation + 220mm
reinforced concrete.

Perforated drainage pipe.

Floor:

20mm Concrete water-jet treated with an epoxy
resin coating.

50mm Screed with underfloor heating.

100mm Reinforced concrete slab on strip footings.
8mm Bituminous sheeting vapour barrier.
120mm Thermal insulation.

100mm Compacted gravel.

140 x 100mm Ash column, fire retardant treated.
Mullion-transom structure.

Double glazing: 12mm laminated safety glass +
6mm argon-filled cavity + 8mm toughened glass
with low-E coating.

Softwood mullion profiles.

Bend sheet metal.

Water drainage via mullion gasket below.

Roof:

80mm Extensive planting.

10mm Filter fleece.

1mm PVC sealant layer.

Min. 180mm PIR thermal insulation on a 2% slope.
8mm Bituminous sheeting vapour barrier.

50mm CLT.

600mm x 60mm Ash beam, fire retardant treated,
cross-beam construction.

50/50mm Battens, 400mm suspended ceiling
framework.

Frameless window, steel profile, gold anodised.
Triple glazing: 6 + 6mm laminated safety glass with
solar control coating + 14mm argon-filled cavity +
6mm float glass + 14mm argon-filled cavity + 6mm
float glass with low-E coating.

Fabric blind.

Column anchor.

5° Sloped window sill, concrete prefab.

LED indirect lighting aluminium track.

Column base.

Skim coat.

Invisible steel

:

connector for main
and secondary
beams.
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Thank you for your attention!




