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3About the site

The Public Library: Asplund Library + Annexes
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History of the Asplund Library

District of knowledge and education
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Architect Erik Gunnar Asplund
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Temple of books
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04 South Wing 4948 03 1:25 model

Fig. 26. Archival picture 

South Wing
Reading Room 

Fig. 27. Recreated archival 
picture 

04 South Wing 4948 03 1:25 model

Fig. 26. Archival picture 

South Wing
Reading Room 

Fig. 27. Recreated archival 
picture 

History of the Asplund Library

South wing: past and present
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03 Poché 3736 03 1:25 model

Fig. 19. Model picture

The poché, following the rotunda’s form, 
creates a feeling of being within the wall. 
Despite its low height, the wooden ce-
iling’s  reflection adds perceived height, 
while vertical curtain curves emphasize 
the room’s verticality. The curtains foster 
a warm, intimate atmosphere for reading 
sensitive literature.  

03 Poché 3736 03 1:25 model

Fig. 19. Model picture

The poché, following the rotunda’s form, 
creates a feeling of being within the wall. 
Despite its low height, the wooden ce-
iling’s  reflection adds perceived height, 
while vertical curtain curves emphasize 
the room’s verticality. The curtains foster 
a warm, intimate atmosphere for reading 
sensitive literature.  

History of the Asplund Library

From erotica room to „lounge“
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- MUA from 14,000 to 24,000

- Asplund Library‘s status as a temple of books

- Integration of new technologies, flexible spaces and public areas

- Access to the northern parts of Observatorielunden

- Accessibility, inclusivity, multilingualism

- Teaching and group rooms, varied reading and study areas, event spaces, debating areas, 
digital resources, multi-functional spaces, flexible workplaces, shared functions

- Dual role of the Asplund Library as a monument and local library

- Service enhancements, environmental sustainability, efficient resource utilization

Competitions of 2006 & 2014

Key guidelines
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A project on hold
GSPublisherVersion 282.13328572307593606.0.100
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13Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Successful restoration of original ambience



14Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Accessibility through excavation & Bazaar extension
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Library‘s enduring subjectivity to adaptation
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Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Reading rooms expansion



17Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Modern furniture with a continuation of Asplund



0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

Reading Rooms (including
bookshelves)

Group rooms, Assembly hall,
Story-telling room, Labs,

Workshops

Service, Info, Circulation Reading rooms (including
bookshelves)

Group rooms, Assembly hall,
Story-telling room, Labs,

Workshops

Service, Info, WC, Circulation,
Café

The Children's library The Children's library The Children's library The Adult library The Adult library The Adult library Administrative Magazine Logistics, Goods reception Service Circulation Technical rooms WC, Changing rooms, On-site
Service

public public public public public public non-public non-public non-public non-public non-public non-public non-public

Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Shortcomings: lacking group rooms
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Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Shortcomings: playful yet mature rooms
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20Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Missed opportunity: upper floor



21Caruso St. John‘s winning proposal

Missed opportunity: upper floor



22

What if the Asplund Library was a fully public building - truly a temple of books for the public?
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24Landscape

Asplund & the Stockholm Library
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26Landscape

Asplund & the Stockholm Exhibition



27The plinth

Bazaar buildings and Library plinth
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01 Entrance 1716 03 1:25 model

Fig. 7. Model picture

Through a staircase located behind the 
large door portal in the entrance hall, 
visitors can access the Rotonda. People 
ascend and descend this staircase, ente-
ring and exiting the Rotonda. Furthermo-
re, one can observe two additional sta-
ircases originating from the same point 
providing access to the upper floors and 
the rings of the Rotonda. 
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 Natalia SimonarsonA Room for a Library 139138

Fig. 69. Floor Plan  
1:100

Fig. 70. Section 
1:100
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The plinth

P1: an investigation



31
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The plinth

P1: an investigation
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A new approach
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33Landscape

A classicist park
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A library nestled in trees
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Organic pathways

Landscape
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Viewpoints

Landscape
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Approaching the Annexes
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Spaces of disjunction
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A crude network of retaining walls, ramps, stairs
GSPublisherVersion 282.13328572307593606.0.100

GSEducationalVersion



40

GSPublisherVersion 188.44882588987127862.0.100

GSEducationalVersion

Landscape

Varying floor heights
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41Understanding the hill

History of the hill
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Understanding the hill

Relationship hill & Annex 1
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Understanding the hill

Relationship hill & Annex 1
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Understanding the hill

Relationship hill & Annex 2
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Understanding the hill

Relationship hill & Annex 2, hill & Annex 3
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46Landscape

Access impediments
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A space of disjunction but with potential
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48Landscape

Vision sketch
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What if the crude network of access routes in a neglected hill became an ambient space that invites the public?
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View from new public transport station Odenplan
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Original plans for Spelbomskan
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Financial limitations
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Three realised Annexes out of four planned ones
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Annex 3: Biochemistry Insitute then Observatorielunden Skola
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Annex 3: Biochemistry Insitute then Observatorielunden Skola
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Annex 2: Insitute of Social Sciences then Svenska Barnaboksinstitutet
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Annex 2: Insitute of Social Sciences then Svenska Barnaboksinstitutet
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Annex 1: Humanities Library then International Library
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Annex 1: Humanities Library then International Library



60Annexes: past & present

Cultural-historical value
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Social value
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„The goal is to double renovation rates by 2030.“
- Climate Pact, European Comission

Annexes: past & present

Sustainability value
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What if the Annexes were repurposed and formed a cohesive campus with the Asplund Library - a Public Palace?
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41Lundhagem, Atelier Oslo

Erdgeschoss
Ground floor

2. Obergeschoss
Second floor

3. Obergeschoss
Third floor

4. Obergeschoss
Fourth floor

Grundrisse
Maßstab 1:750 
1  Eingangshalle
2  Helpdesk / Information
3  Café / Restaurant
4	 	Mietfläche
5  Buchabholung
6  Buchsortieranlage

Floor plans
scale 1:750
1 Entrance hall
2  Help desk / 

information
3  Café / restaurant
4 Rentable area
5 Circulation desk

 7   Verwaltung
 8  Loungebereich
 9   Maker Space /
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12   Studio
13   Spielbereich
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15			 	Ausstellungsfläche
16   Besprechungs-

raum
17   Kunst und 

 Architektur
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19   Sprachlabor

 6   Book sorting 
 equipment

 7  Administration
 8  Lounge area
 9   Maker space / 

workshop
10  Audio department
11  Video department

12  Studio
13  Play area
14  Screening room
15  Exhibition area
16  Meeting room
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18  Sciences
19  Language lab
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The contemporary library

The New Deichman Library in Oslo
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11.2021 ∂Dokumentation Documentation44

Five layers of glass in composite shells
The library facades were required to perform many 
functions all at once: Key insulation parameters and 
air-tightness in passive house quality, sun protection 
and lighting the interiors as homogeneously and glare 
free as possible. The library was intended to offer a 
protected and introverted environment, while providing 
views of the city and across the Fjord in select areas. 
The greatest degree of interaction with the exterior 
takes place on the ground floor where the architects 
selected a steel post beam facade with transparent 
triple glazing.

On the upper floors, a new type of triple element 
facade was used, supported by fire code classified 
GFRP (glass fibre reinforced polymer) profiles. The 
plastic  elements are composed of two extruded half 
shells, insulated on the inside and 456 mm wide in 
most locations. Where views to the exterior are desir­
able, they are merely 241 mm wide. This facade 
material was selected because it displays a signifi­
cantly lower thermal conductivity than steel or alumin­
ium. There are two reasons for the unusual profile 
thickness: On the one hand, energy calculations indi­
cated that the passive house standard could only be 

geschützte und introvertierte Umgebung bilden, an 
geeigneten Stellen jedoch Ausblicke in die Stadt 
und über den Fjord ermöglichen. Am größten ist der 
Außenbezug im Erdgeschoss, wo die Architekten 
eine Pfosten-Riegel-Fassade aus Stahl mit transpa-
renter Dreifachverglasung einbauen ließen. 

In den oberen Etagen kam eine neuartige, 
 dreischalige Elementfassade auf Basis brandschutz-
klassifizierter GFK-Profile zum Einsatz. Die Kunst-
stoffelemente sind aus je zwei extrudierten Halb-
schalen zusammengesetzt, innen gedämmt und an 
den meisten Stellen 456 mm breit. Dort, wo der Blick 
ins Freie fällt, beträgt ihre Breite nur 241 mm. Das 
Fassadenmaterial wurde gewählt, weil es eine deut-
lich geringere Wärmeleitfähigkeit aufweist als Stahl 
und Aluminium. Für die ungewöhnliche Dicke der 
Pfosten gibt es zwei Gründe: Zum einen hatten 
die Energieberechnungen ergeben, dass sich der 
Passivhausstandard nur mit einer zu rund 50 % 
geschlossenen und gedämmten Fassade einhalten 
ließe. Zum anderen sind die Pfosten im auskragen-
den Lesesaal im Obergeschoss bis zu 11 m hoch 
und müssen daher hohe Biegebeanspruchungen 
aus Windlasten aufnehmen. An dieser Stelle wurden 
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What if the Public Palace catered to lifelong learning beyond books?



67

1. What if the Asplund Library was a fully public building - truly a temple of books for the public?
2. What if the crude network of access routes in a neglected hill became an ambient space that invites the public?

3. What if the Annexes were preserved, repurposed and formed a cohesive campus with the Asplund Library - a Public Palace?
4. What if this Public Palace catered to lifelong learning beyond books?
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1

Stockholm City Library Feasibility Study

Stockholms stadsbibliotek, Programhandling (26.09.2016)

Appendix/ Bilagor
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Customer workspace

Physical & digital workshop

Multi-purpose hall

Auditorium

Teaching & group rooms

Wardrobe

Servers, network & IT storage

Debating room

Storage & stage prop

Library Exhibition

Security office & storage

WC, washrooms

Restaurant

First aid & health room

Staff rooms (offices, lounge)

Utility room + maintenance
(HVAC, electrical, plumbing, water heaters, ...)

Living lab

Circulation

285

238

290

225

400

112

215

85

195

115

40

325

145

45

280

210

220

700

m2

4125
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Ground floor

First floor

Second floor

Third floor

Basement 1

Basement 2

Ground floor

First floor

Second floor

Third floor

Basement 1

Annex 1 Annex 2

Program proposal

A conclusive program
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Floor plan
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The plinth

East entrance elevation (POV Children‘s Library entrance)
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The plinth

North elevation (Section through Annex 1, 2 and 3 from left to right)
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Structural diagramGSPublisherVersion 239.19687026759561954.0.100
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A landscape building design

Climate diagram
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A landscape building design

Foundation details
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A landscape building design

Parapet details
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Retaining wall:

Fleece.

Gravel fill.
Dimpled plastic sheet drainage layer.

Bituminous sealant finish.
100mm Reinforced concrete sandwich element +

150mm XPS thermal insulation + 220mm

reinforced concrete.

Perforated drainage pipe.

Floor:

20mm Concrete water-jet treated with an epoxy

resin coating.

50mm Screed with underfloor heating.
100mm Reinforced concrete slab on strip footings.

8mm Bituminous sheeting vapour barrier.

120mm Thermal insulation.

100mm Compacted gravel.

140 x 100mm Ash column, fire retardant treated.
Mullion-transom structure.

Double glazing: 12mm laminated safety glass +

6mm argon-filled cavity + 8mm toughened glass

with low-E coating.

Softwood mullion profiles.
Bend sheet metal.

Water drainage via mullion gasket below.

Roof:

80mm Extensive planting.

10mm Filter fleece.
1mm PVC sealant layer.

Min. 180mm PIR thermal insulation on a 2% slope.

8mm Bituminous sheeting vapour barrier.

50mm CLT.

600mm x 60mm Ash beam, fire retardant treated,
cross-beam construction.

50/50mm Battens, 400mm suspended ceiling

framework.

Frameless window, steel profile, gold anodised.
Triple glazing: 6 + 6mm laminated safety glass with

solar control coating + 14mm argon-filled cavity +
6mm float glass + 14mm argon-filled cavity + 6mm
float glass with low-E coating.
Fabric blind.

Column anchor.

5° Sloped window sill, concrete prefab.

LED indirect lighting aluminium track.

Column base.

Skim coat.

Invisible steel

connector for main

and secondary

beams.
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A landscape building design

Elevation & Technichal drawing
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Thank you for your attention!


