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How to approach the existing 
building?



The Architect as Bricoleur 
by Irenee Scalbert. 

Giuseppe Penone, 12 Meter Tree, 
1970. Photo: Peter Nemetsche

Act as bricoleur

What’s at hand?
Pre-constrained materials
New and old techniques



Gordon Matta Clark, ‘Bronx Floors: 
4 Way Wall’, 1974.

“Hammer & nails”
“Axe & pocketknife”

Act as bricoleur
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“Hammer & nails”
“Axe & pocketknife”
and Needle & thread

Act as bricoleur



Look at what’s at hand.
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Anna Viebrock, Model & 
Fragment, Berlin, 2019.
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Anna Viebrock, Model & 
Fragment, Berlin, 2019.

Scenography of the bank
Interior vs Exterior



Anna Viebrock, Model & 
Fragment, Berlin, 2019.

Scenography of the bank
Interior vs Exterior
Back vs Front



Anna Viebrock, Model & 
Fragment, Berlin, 2019.

Scenography of the bank
Interior vs Exterior
Back vs Front
Private vs Public



Anna Viebrock, Model & 
Fragment, Berlin, 2019.



Work with the materials at hand.



Work with the materials at hand.
Heal by stitching together.



Work with the materials at hand.
Heal by stitching together.
Create new scenographies with 
interventions.



Work with the materials at hand.
Heal by stitching together.
Create new scenographies with 
interventions.
Change the bank’s current 
introvert meaning.
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Office
85 seats

300m2

400m2

Office
1500 desks

10500m2

740m2

310m2

400m2

310m2

Office
6 managers

120m2 HR

240m2

Trading Hall

300m2

Lockers
+ wardrobe

400m2

Meeting rooms

Total 12260 m2

1530m2

2260m2

160m2

Crisis centre
150m2

Bank functionsBrief:
office
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Storage

Print shop

450m2

1000m2

2000m2

Central archives

Workshop

450m2

IT

400m2

740m2

310m2

400m2

310m2

1530m2

2260m2

160m2

Total 4300 m2 Bank's service functionsBrief:
service
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Library

Exhibition

Gym

Rental
office

Nursery

500m2

500m2

500m2

300m2

6000m2

Restaurant

800m2

560 seats

Auditorium

350m2

740m2

310m2

400m2

310m2

1530m2

2260m2

160m2

Total 8950 m2 Bank's "public" functionsBrief:
“public”



91.000m2 34.000m2

Bank Brief



How can the bank take on a new 
role for the city of Brussels?



Bruther, Cultural and Sports Center 
Saint-Blaise. Paris, France

Brief statement

Open the bank for public
Providing space for the city



Paulo Mendes da Rocha, SESC 
Sao Paulo, 2017

SESC



Public program



Public program



Public program



Bank offices  38070 m2 
Flex offices   3460 m2

Cultural centre  14560 m2

Museum    2860 m2

Bank offices  38070 m2 
Flex offices   3460 m2

Cultural centre  14560 m2

Museum    2860 m2

Program
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Cultural Centre
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1ER ÉTAGE
+ 4.10 

3ÈME ÉTAGE 
+ 12.10 

+ 8.00 

+ 7.60 

+ 11.60 

+ 15.60 
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facade detail
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32.683min. 30mm

300 80

sealing tape

plasterwork
vapor barier
woodfiber insulation board
supported by anchors 
existing solid brick wall

aluminum plinth profile
with click profile
sealing tape

68755625

mirror tiles

accoustic stucco panels:
20mm mineral supporting panels

3.5mm mineral plaster
metal stud frame

harvested from partitions
woodfiber insulation board

existing insulation board

steel support
for cable handle

aluminum window ledge

aluminum plinth

cable for window system
electricity pipes

radiator pipes

34.224min. 30mm

sunshading device
insulated aluminum window profile
with click profile
mounted on concrete structure
with L80x80x5 + M8
insulated aluminium window
double glazed

Stitching



Stitching



How to invite the public in?



Appropriation



Thresholds



White polyethylene tarp 2x3 m
Timber raw 22x50 mm 180 cm
Timber raw 22x44 mm 200 cm

Steel wire 2.5 mm x 15 m

Screw hook 40x3.8 mm
Steel wire clamp 10 mm rvs
Timber raw 22x50 mm 270 cm

Carriage bolt M6 x 80 mm 
Timber raw 22x50 mm 125 cm

Axonometric 1:25

Thresholds

In collaboration with Pascal Henle and 
Bart Vos



Thresholds

In collaboration with Pascal Henle and 
Bart Vos
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1850

Bridge construction:

IPE 500 perforated
HEA100 braces
+ steel rods
Corrugated steel sheet
Wooden �ooring 21mm

 

Balustrade construction:

Custom steel pro�le 200x1200x10
Bolded with M12 through beam 
and brace
Steel rods O 30x5 

Foot connection:

Welded steel pro�le 500x500x10
Bolded with M12 through beam 
and steel support plate

Beam connection:

Welded steel pro�le 500x500x10
with elongated hole
Bolded on IPE500 with M12

1850Stitching
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Sunshading
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Ventilation

PvE-gunning opdracht : ET 1642 RENOVATIE 
NBB 1 – bijlage 1.5. onderzoek historiek en 
waardestelling, iconografie
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Bron: Archief Nationale Bank

Bron: Archief Nationale Bank

Programma van Eisen - gunning opdracht: ET 1642 RENOVATIE NBB1 - bijlage 1.4. onderzoek historiek en waardestelling



Ventilation

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

11

Bron: Archief Nationale Bank

Bron: Archief Nationale Bank

Programma van Eisen - gunning opdracht: ET 1642 RENOVATIE NBB1 - bijlage 1.4. onderzoek historiek en waardestelling



Ventilation

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03



drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

Ventilation



drawing number

subject
scale
date

606

reuse window detail
1:20 A3
22/05/03

Ventilation



Ventilation



What work environments will the 
bank facilitate?  



Office

model in collaboration with: Renske Worm, Aneesh Nandi, Laurens de Munck



original photograph

Centraal Beheer   
Herman Hertzberger
1972  Apeldoorn

Bas Leemans, Natalia Drozdzowska, 
Lai Yichen, Rumyana Toncheva

model 1:10

model 1:10

Office

model by: Bas Leemans, Natalia Drozdzowska, Lai Yichen, Rumyana Toncheva
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National Social Insurance Board   
Sigurd Lewerentz
1930  Stockholm 

Mirthe Andriessen, Izabel Todorova, Wei Rui,
He Weiyuan

Office

model by: Mirthe Andriessen, Izabel Todorova, Wei Rui, He Weiyuan
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Reconfiguring

GSPublisherVersion 175.312656679215416127.0.100
GSEducationalVersion
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