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MIDTOWN
DIVIDED IN FOUR QUARTERS
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MIDTOWN NORTHEAST
VALLEY OF GIANTS
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MIDTOWN NORTHEAST
VALLEY OF GIANTS
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74% OF ALL OFFICE BUILDINGS IN MIDTOWN 
NORTHEAST ARE OVER SIXTY YEARS OLD
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SOCIAL LIFE WORK LIFE
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EVOLUTION OF WORK
DISTINCTIVE RELATIONSHIP
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EVOLUTION OF WORK
BLURRY RELATIONSHIP
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HISTORIC IDENTITY LANDMARKS OFFICES HIGH DENSITY

MIDTOWN NORTHEAST
EXISTING CONTEXT WITH BUSINESS-LIKE CHARACTER

10



HISTORIC IDENTITY LANDMARKS OFFICES HIGH DENSITY

MIDTOWN NORTHEAST
EXISTING CONTEXT WITH BUSINESS-LIKE CHARACTER
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IS MIDTOWN NORTHEAST ABLE TO ANSWER TO NEW 
DEMANDS OF WORKING IN ITS EXISTING CONTEXT?
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RESEARCH QUESTION

HOW CAN A CHANGE IN OFFICE ENVIRONMENT 
CREATE VALUE FOR NORTHEAST MIDTOWN?
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RESEARCH
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TOP-5 BUSINESS DISTRICTS

EY-ULI. (2017). The Attractiveness of World-class Business Districts. Paris: EYGM Limited.
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BEIJING
5

TOKYO4
CHICAGO 3

LONDON
2

NEW YORK1

19

BEIJING | 4.100.000 sqm

7.200.000 sqm
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NEW YORK CITY AS THE BUSINESS CAPITAL 
OF THE WORLD
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MANHATTAN: TWO BUSINESS DISTRICTS

FINANCIAL DISTRICT

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
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MANHATTAN: TWO BUSINESS DISTRICTS

FINANCIAL DISTRICT (DOWNTOWN)
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MANHATTAN: TWO BUSINESS DISTRICTS

FINANCIAL DISTRICT (DOWNTOWN) CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (MIDTOWN)
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

HUDSON YARDS

1930

2013

FINANCIAL DISTRICT
1840

NEW DEVELOPMENT: HUDSON YARDS
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT IN WEST-MIDTOWN
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HUDSON YARDS
STATE-OF-THE-ART ARCHITECTURE



HUDSON YARDS
STATE-OF-THE-ART ARCHITECTURE

29< Cuozzo, S. (2016). Companies bolting East Midtown for the Hudson Yards district. Retrieved from: https://nypost.com/2016/11/29/
> JLL. (2017). Hudson Yards: Shifting New York’s center of gravity. Retrieved from: https://www.us.jll.com/en/trends-and-insights/cities



30The Real Deal. (2016). Is The Hudson Yards District The New Midtown East?. Retrieved from: https://therealdeal.com
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WHAT IS
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WHAT IS
THE CURRENT CHANGE IN WORK ENVIRONMENT?
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EVOLUTION OF OFFICE SPACE
SIX OFFICE SPACE TYPOLOGIES IN HISTORY
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EVOLUTION OF OFFICE SPACE
INFLUENCE OF TECHNOLOGY
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NEW DEMANDS IN WORK

“THE PURPOSE OF WORK IS NOT TO 
MAKE MONEY. THE PURPOSE OF WORK 
IS TO MAKE THE WORKERS, WHETHER 
WORKING STIFFS OR TOP EXECUTIVES, 
FEEL GOOD ABOUT LIFE.”

“WITH THE FOUR-DAY WEEK WE CAN HAVE THE 
BEST OF ALL WORLDS: OPTIMAL PRODUCTIVITY, 
WORK-LIFE BALANCE, AND BENEFITS FOR BOTH 

EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS.”

– ANDREW  BARNES

– RICARDO SEMLER

DIRECTOR OF PERPETUAL GUARDIAN

PRESIDENT OF SEMCO S.A.

< Rees-Mogg, M. (2015). Business Leaders: Ricardo Semler. Retrieved from https://startups.co.uk
> Barnes, A. (2018). 4 Day Week. Retrieved from https://4dayweek.com
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NEW DEMANDS IN WORK
DISTINCTIVE RELATIONSHIP
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SOCIAL LIFE WORK LIFE

NEW DEMANDS IN WORK
BLURRY RELATIONSHIP
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NEW DEMANDS IN WORK
HARMONY BETWEEN SOCIAL AND WORK LIFE
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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WORK FROM HOME IS OBLIGATED,
EVOLUTION OF WORK FORCED TO FAST FORWARD
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC

SOCIAL LIFE WORK LIFE
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NEW TYPOLOGY: HOME OFFICE
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SURVEY: “WORK FROM HOME... OR NOT”

Frazier, S. (2020). Work from Home... Or Not? Retrieved from https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/wfh/
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SURVEY: “WORK FROM HOME... OR NOT”

Frazier, S. (2020). Work from Home... Or Not? Retrieved from https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/wfh/
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SURVEY: “WORK FROM HOME... OR NOT”

BOTH

Frazier, S. (2020). Work from Home... Or Not? Retrieved from https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/wfh/

WORK FROM HOME

OFFICE

39%

53%

8%
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WHAT IF... OFFICE BUILDINGS CONTAIN 
80% LESS WORK BY 2050?
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DESIGN BRIEF



USER
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CURRENT LINKEDIN OFFICE

Akhtar, A. (2019). What The LinkedIn Office Look Like in New York City. Retrieved from: https://www.businessinsider.nl

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING
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CURRENT LINKEDIN OFFICE

Akhtar, A. (2019). What The LinkedIn Office Look Like in New York City. Retrieved from: https://www.businessinsider.nl

5.000 SQM
1.000 EMPLOYEES

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING



SOCIAL LIFE WORK LIFE
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CHANGE OF WORK



#1 CHANNEL FOR BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS MARKETERS

WORLD’S SOCIAL NETWORK FOR PROFESSIONALS

39% OF POSTS FROM US

27% OF ADULTS ARE SIGNED UP IN US

130.000 ARTICLES PUBLISHED WEEKLY

260 MILLION ACTIVE USERS MONTHLY

3 MILLION US JOBS POSTED MONTHLY

165 MILLION USERS BASED IN US

OVER 30 MILLION COMPANIES

660 MILLION USERS SPREAD OVER 200 COUNTRIES

52

LINKEDIN



SOCIAL LIFE WORK LIFE

53

LINKEDIN: FUTURE PROOF OFFICE BUILDING
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LINKEDIN: FUTURE PROOF OFFICE BUILDING
AMBITIONS

INTRODUCING NEW 
STYLE OF WORKING

SHOWCASE FOR 
LINKEDIN

UNLOCKING QUALITIES FOR 
SURROUNDING

INTEGRAL DESIGN

BLURRING LINES BETWEEN WORK 
LIFE (FORMAL) AND SOCIAL LIFE 

(INFORMAL)

PROVIDING PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE 
AMENITIES FOCUSED ON EVERYDAY 

LIFE

FOCUSING ON COLLECTIVE USE 
OF SHARING

FOCUSING ON ADAPTABILITY 
TOWARDS THE FUTURE
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WHERE TO DESIGN LINKEDIN’S FUTURE PROOF 
OFFICE BUILDING? 
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MIDTOWN NE

OFFICE

OFFICES
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MIDTOWN NE

OFFICE
MIXED RESIDENTIAL
RESIDENTIAL
PUBLIC INSTITUTION
TRANSPORTATION
INDUSTRIAL
RECREATIONAL
PARKING
VACANT

MIXED-USE AREA
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TRANSITION ZONE

OFFICE DISTRICT RESIDENTIAL ZONE

ZONE OF INTEREST
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CLASSIFICATION OF OFFICES
CLASS A, B, AND THOPHY
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A
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B
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C

C

?

20352020

CLASSIFICATION OVER TIME
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DEGRADATION OF OFFICES
CLASS A, B, C
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SITE
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SITE
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SURROUNDING
RINGED WITH OFFICE BUILDINGS
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EXISTING SITUATION
BUILDINGS ON BLOCK OVER 90 YEARS OLD
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DIMENSIONS
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SIZE
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CONCEPT
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HOW CAN A CHANGE IN OFFICE ENVIRONMENT 
CREATE VALUE FOR NORTHEAST MIDTOWN?
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PROGRAM
70 STORIES
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PROGRAM
AMENITIES BASED ON DAILY ACTIVITIES

41700 SQM

FOOD (35%) 
FRESH MARKET 
RESTAURANT 
COFFEE BARS

RELAX (28%) 
SPORTS 
WELLNESS 
NATURE
RELAX SPACES / LOUNGES

CARE (7%) 
HAIRDRESSER 
BEAUTICIAN 
MASSAGIST

HEALTH (10%) 
DOCTOR 

PHARMACY 
DENTIST 

OPTICIAN 
THERAPIST

SERVICE (20%) 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 

DAYCARE 
BIKE PARKING 

PICK-UP POINT PACKAGES 
LOBBY
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PROGRAM
CATALYST FOR SURROUNDED OFFICES

41700 SQM
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PROGRAM
SKY LOBBY

41700 SQM

4000 SQM
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PROGRAM
FUTURE OF WORK

41700 SQM

4000 SQM

76740 SQM



PROGRAM
RATIO

122440 SQM
100%

34%

3%

63%
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OFFICE
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PROGRAM
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PROGRAM
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PROGRAM
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PROGRAM
PROJECT FOCUS  |  SCENARIO 2035
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STRUCTURE
CONCRETE CORE

CORE
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STRUCTURE

COLUMNS

CONCRETE COLUMNS

CORE
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STRUCTURE
WAFFLE SLAB PRINCIPLE

CORE COLUMNS FLOOR SLABS
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STRUCTURE
ADAPTABILITY BY FRAME
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FACADE
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FACADE
MULTIDISCIPLINARY FACADE UNVEILING ALL FORMS
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FACADE
FRAMING CHANGE
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FRESH MARKET
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LONGITUDINAL SECTION
PUBLIC AREA  |  VERTICAL TRANSPORTATION
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CROSS SECTION
TOWER  |  VERTICAL TRANSPORTATION



110

CROSS SECTION
TOWER  |  SKY LOBBY

SKY LOBBY
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CONCEPT  |  CONVENTIONAL APARTMENT
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OFFICE FLOOR
32ND FLOOR  |  FLEX- AND CONCENTRATION SPACES
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ELEVATIONS
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SECTION 1 : 20
FRAGMENT  |  WAFFLE SLAB PRINCIPLE
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SECTION 1 : 20
SERVICE SPACE
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INTERIOR 1 : 50
FACADE AS FRAMEWORK
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FACADE DETAIL
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DETAIL 1 : 5
RAMMED EARTH PREFAB PANEL
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RAMMED EARTH TECHNIQUE
BUILDING PROCESS

RAMMED EARTH: MIX OF SAND, GRAVEL, CLAY AND CONCRETE

FRAMEWORK FILLED WITH LAYER 
OF MOIST EARTH

LAYER OF MOIST EARTH IS 
COMPRESSED

NEXT LAYER OF MOIST EARTH 
IS ADDED

SUCCESSIVE LAYERS OF MOIST 
EARTH ARE ADDED AND 

COMPRESSED

FRAMING REMOVED LEAVING 
RAMMED EARTH WALL

STEEL FRAMING IS ADDED FOR 
FIXATION 

1 2 3 4 5
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DETAIL 1 : 5
CONNECTION OF PREFAB ELEMENTS
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DETAIL 1 : 5
MASS NEEDED FOR ENERGY ACCUMULATION



185

DETAIL 1 : 5
HEAT EXCHANGING PIPES AND SOLAR PANELS
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CLIMATE SCHEME
INTEGRATED SOLAR PANELS COLLECTING ENERGY
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CLIMATE SCHEME
HEAT EXCHANGING PIPES

ICE STORAGE

HEAT STORAGE

WINTER SITUATION
COLD TEMPERATURES OUTSIDE

> STORAGE OF COLD
> USE OF HEAT

MECHANICAL VENTILATION
AND / OR 

FLOOR HEATING
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CLIMATE SCHEME
STORAGE IN MECHANICAL LAYERS
TO MINIMIZE TRANSPORT OF ENERGY
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CLIMATE SCHEME
STORAGE TOP OF TOWER AS MASS DAMPER

ICE STORAGE

HEAT STORAGE
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HOW CAN A CHANGE IN OFFICE ENVIRONMENT 
CREATE VALUE FOR NORTHEAST MIDTOWN?

CONCLUSION
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