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Abstract

This report investigates the role of urban designers in multicultural societies, particularly
in contexts where spatial design intersects with diverse cultural layers. By focusing on
Rotterdam Chinatown as a case study, the report presents an experimental community
design methodology that integrates top-down and bottom-up decision-making processes.
Emphasizing the significance of cultural communities as essential units for engaging
with complex urban environments, the study explores the intersection of spatial design
and community development methodologies. The methodology utilizes open spaces as a
medium to stimulate communication and resource links within the Chinese community in
the context of globalization.

The research follows a comprehensive approach, starting with a preliminary background
study and proceeds to develop a set of customized pattern languages as communication,
learning, and design tools. These tools aim to actively engage the Rotterdam Chinatown
community and the Chinese community in Rotterdam. The methodology's effectiveness is
evaluated through a live event held in public spaces of Rotterdam Chinatown, functioning
as a performance to assess the co-created vision among stakeholders.

The study contributes to a refined understanding of the requirements and aspirations
of the Chinese community in Rotterdam. The final outcome presents a revised pattern
language and scenario design, specifically tailored to the unique conditions and needs
of Rotterdam Chinatown. The participatory design methodology showcased in this
research fosters a sense of ownership and empowerment among community members,
encouraging active participation in shaping the future of the community through a bottom-
up approach.

Keywords: Urban design, community development, multiculturalism, participatory design,
bottom-up approach, Rotterdam Chinatown, public space
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About 100 years ago, the first group of Chinese traveled to
the Netherlands at Katendrecht, Rotterdam. They moved to
a strange country with totally different cultural and living
environment. They missed the everything fromhometown,
and had been trying to build up their connection with the
motherland on the other side of the planet.

The first Chinese restaurant opened, followed by a pawnshop
and travel agency. A cluster of Chinese gathering at an area
at the port of Katendrecht thus called Chinatown. It was the
biggest Chinatown in the whole of Europe at tht time.



mixed-blood family picture
(photo provided by David Zee family)
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The first Chinese entrepreneurs' group in Netherlands
(photo provided by David Zee family)

David Zee's grandfather was one of the earliest Chinese
community arriving in the Netherlands since 1990s. The first group
was all sailors originally from the coastal area of mainland china.

They had a encloses community. People knew each other. Men
who chose to stay married Dutch women. Therefore, all the
second-generation Chinese at that time were half Dutch and
Half Chinese with mixed-blood look. They all experienced racism
and discrimination, and have been struggling to figure out their
identities in this exotic land.
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Motivation

For my graduation project, | want to further understand the
communication and the semiotics of communal spaces. | want
to utilize design as a tool to experiment with the interaction
between people and place attachment, under the context of
cultural-crossing community.

My experience crossing with western and eastern cultures
gives me the insight to observe the urban landscape as an
outsider as well as a local. Therefore, through the graduation
project, | want to explore more relationships between commu-
nal cultural identities with spatial elements. Then, | want to
create a communal space that is genuinely welcomed by the
local community and enhances their local identities from a
bottom-up approach.
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Societal relevance

This project examines the societal relevance of urban design by investigating how cultural
communities adapt and evolve within new cultural contexts in an era of globalization. Focusing on
the relationship between the Chinese community and Rotterdam’'s Chinatown, the study serves as
a case study to analyze the dynamics of diversity within immigrant communities, the evolution of
community development, and the significance of local community building.

In a multicultural society where cultural communities are fundamental building blocks of the city,
the project explores how the design of physical spaces can effectively support the development
of these communities and foster their autonomy. By understanding the unique needs, aspirations,
and challenges faced by cultural communities, the research aims to identify strategies and
approaches in urban design that can facilitate community growth, inclusivity, and empowerment.

By delving into the complexities of community dynamics and the transformation of cultural
identities, the project contributes to a broader societal understanding of how urban design can
be a catalyst for social cohesion, cultural exchange, and the nurturing of vibrant multicultural
neighborhoods. The findings and insights derived from this study hold relevance for urban
planners, policymakers, and designers seeking to create inclusive and sustainable cities that
celebrate cultural diversity and promote community well-being.
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Scientific relevance

This project contributes to the scientific relevance of urban design by pushing the boundaries of
the discipline. It challenges the notion that urban design is solely concerned with the design of
physical spaces and facilities. Instead, it highlights the interdisciplinary nature of urban design,
emphasizing the importance of community design and its role in serving communities and
cultures.

By incorporating community design into the framework of urban design, the project recognizes
the need for coordination and collaboration with various urban sectors. It acknowledges that
urban design should not operate in isolation but should actively engage with other stakeholders,
integrating bottom-up thinking and actively listening to the voices of citizens.

The project advocates for a holistic approach to community design within urban design,
rejecting the fragmentation of labor divisions. It emphasizes the role of a community designer
as a facilitator and enabler, accompanying the growth and development of communities in a
comprehensive manner.

By addressing these aspects, the project contributes to the scientific understanding of urban
design by expanding its scope beyond traditional spatial design. It recognizes the interdisciplinary
nature of the field, the importance of community engagement, and the need for collaborative
efforts to create inclusive and sustainable urban environments.
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Background



Chinese community have been resided in Netherlands over a
hundred years. The footprint they had have been grown up with
Rotterdam city together.
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Chinese community in Rotterdam

Landing of Chinese in Netherlands

Katendrecht was once a working-class meeting
point. In 1911, the Rotterdam city council banned all
brothels from the city (Shipyard, 2020). All brothels
were moved to Katendrecht, which was then a
suburb (Shipyard, 2020).

At the beginning of the 20th century, during the
First World War, the conflict between the working
class and the bourgeoisie was intensified by the
communist ideology and the second industrial
revolution (Shipyard, 2020). Strikes became
common (Shipyard, 2020).

In 1911, The Rotterdam branch Lloyds brought
Chinese workers to the Netherlands for the first
time as labor substitutes in order to quell one of
the stoker's strikes (Shipyard, 2020). These Chinese
workers were cheap and hard-working (Shipyard,
2020). For the next few years, the Chinese were a
big hit with employers (Shipyard, 2020). The Chinese
continued to arrive in the Netherlands and settled
in Katendrecht, mainly working on the decks and
docks (Shipyard, 2020).
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Figurel-1. Katendrecht, Rotterdam in 1925
photo owned by KLM Aerocarto
retrieved from: https://commonswikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maashaven_Rotterdam_1925_-_NL-RtSA_4029_PBK-4388-01jpg
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Figure1-2. Crowd living conditions in the boarding house
unknown photography

retrieved from: https://rjb.x-cago.com/GARJB//2009/12/20091231/GARJB-20091231-0263/story.

pdf

Chinatown at Kendrecht

Katendrecht is a long, slender peninsula that
is difficult to reach by land transport. The dock
workers' residence is centrally located and
completely surrounded by loading and unloading
areas, storage space and a railroad for cargo supply
(Vervloesem, 2009). The workers who remain ashore
are accommodated in boarding houses, which are
managed by the shipowner or the landlord of the
boarding house. Workers are not free to choose
their own accommodation. A boarding house is
more like a group home. The interior is cramped and
crowded, so you cannot have private space. Chinese
people are not allowed to buy property and can only
rent.
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Chinese community in Rotterdam

Diversity of Chinese community

The immigration history of Chinese in the
Netherlands has been roughly divided into four
waves and three generations. The majority of
Chinese immigrants came to the Netherlands in four
waves of immigration.

The first wave occurred in the early 1900s when
young Chinese sailors stayed in the port of
Katendrecht as cheap labor (Gijsberts & Huijnk,
2011). The second wave was released at the end
of World War IlI, when Chinese from former Dutch
colonies came to the Netherlands, such as Indonesia
and Suriname. The third wave took place around the
1970s and 80s, when they came to the Netherlands
to do business, usually as a family or hometown unit
(Gijsberts & Huijnk, 2011). Most of them came from
Chinese coastal cities or Hong Kong (Lei, 2018).
The fourth wave occurred in the 21st century and
most of the Chinese immigrants to the Netherlands
were intellectual and technical people (Gijsberts &
Huijnk, 2011). Each wave of Chinese immigrants has
a distinctive background and characteristics of the
time and a different social class.

The three generations refer to the early immigrants
who came before the 21Ist century, the Chinese who
grew up in the Netherlands and the new immigrants
of the 21st century (Lei, 2018).

Chinese from

Overseas Chinese

Other Chinese

1 9 11 The end of second industrial revolution

CHINESE ARRIVED §
NETHERLANDS --------- -8

1911,

o In 1911, the first group of Chinese arrived
Netherlands at Katendrecht, Rotterdam. They were
cheap labors working for shipping industries
brought from the United Kingdom.

FIRST CHINESE-ORGANIZATION
ESTABLISHED

Because of the Dutch colonial
history, Indenisian were one of the
earliest immigrants brought to the
Netherlands. Peranakan students, a
group of Indonisian Chinese
organized Chung Hwa Hui, and started
Chinese school in the Netherlands
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1 9 7 8 Reform and Opening of
China
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up of Zhejiang and Guangdong people
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These Chinese labors were living in board
house, managed by shipkeepers. Such
houses living dorms on first and second
floor, while run stores, such as restaurants
and laundry room in the ground floor.
The area of high concentration of
Chinese formed the initial Chinatown.

N Many sailors were laid off in economic
“ crisis in at the end of 1920s. To combat
“ with it , they started to sell peanut cake on
= A the streets. That was Chinese group firstly
largely exposed to the Dutch society. _ -~

In'the great Depression,
student committee of
Chung Hwa Hui
provide assist to needy
Chinese.

e
Zhejiang énd Guang-

dong Business men
jotfied the peanut cake
" #business as well

-
-

Because of the low prices and mixed tastes,
Indonisian Chinese food are favoured by

bad largely increased.
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Dutch socicty. Indonisian Chinese restaurants

Chung Hwa
' huiwere
" deanedup in
1962

More kinship
and people from
the same villages
of sailors
migrated to help
and run business
with existed
Chinese
immigrants.
Chiantown
Izoomed.

Grouo of Suriname Chinese and Vietnam Chinese arrived Netherlands and

between 1975 and 1982. Most of them spok Hakka or Cantonese. More
Chinese societies were established such as De Vriendschap, Hua Yi Xie

Shang Hui, and Lian Yi Hui
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Chinese community in Rotterdam

Chinese community from mainland coast

In 1911, the first group of Chinese arrived the Netherlands at Katendrecht,
Rotterdam. They were cheap labors working for shipping industries
brought from the United Kingdom. Till 1922, there had been around 400
Chinese living in Katendrecht located at the port of Rotterdam. They are
brought from the United Kingdom, as a substitution for local cheap labor
in 1911. They are usually young unmarried men working as stokers and
coal traffickers for maritime industries. In 1927 There has been 3200
Chinese formed the initial Chinatown at Katendrecht, Rotterdam.

Because of the Ban Policy, the Chinese were not allowed to own lands,
while they are can have the right to use the houses. Therefore, the
Chinese rented houses from Dutch and share them with them. To make
full use of the space, such boarding houses usually have four entrances
in one building, the ground entrances separating shops and residential
areas, and the first floor entrances separating different residents.

Chinese ship owners play the role to organize such businesses
connecting with Dutch house owners and Chinese sailors. Chinese
network got integrated with Dutch society and developed within the
community in such a way.

Facing the economic crisis in 1929, a large number of Chinese sailors
were laid off. To combat it, they started to sell peanut cakes on the
streets with carrying in the tin tray. Till the end of the 1920s, the
Chinese sailors' group has grown into a complete living community at
Katendrecht. The small-scale enterprises touched upon restaurants,
barber shops, shipping agencies, laundry rooms, housing rentals, etc.

Figure 1-3. Chinese shops in 1930 at Katendrecht
drawings made by Els Vervloesem, data available in the SAR

1930-1931

Chinese community from Indo

Till 2010, there were at least 14,000
A large number of Chinese immi
and they ran a plantation econom)
large number of them moved to N
independent from the Dutch colo!
Indonesian Chinese accepted highel
local dialect of Fujian province) al
Chinese community in the Netherlar
Club)"(Sybesma, 2017).

This Chinese community was a stut
of students studying in Leiden( Gij
were active in big cities in the Ne
Amsterdam. They aimed to connect
culture regardless of origins( Gijsb
the Great Depression at the end «
the assistance center to help hom
food and medical care. This symb
integration of Chinese big commur
crisis(Gijsberts, Huijnk& Vogels, 201

Figure 1-4. Board of directors of Chong Hwa Hui 1932-1933
unknown photogrpaphy. Retrieved from:
https://tankianhong.nl/studentenjaren-in-leiden-2/
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Chinese community after World War Il

Right after World War Il, and the establishment of the People's Republic
of China in 1949, Chinese emigration to the Netherlands became difficult
(Sybesma, 2017). The business running in the Netherlands has needed
to rely on people from Suriname, Indonesia, and Hongkong to fill in the
labor (Sybesma, 2017). At the time, Hongkong culture became a dominant
position in the Chinese community in the Netherlands (Sybesma, 2017).

However, since 1979, starting from the economic revolution of
China, mainland China reopened the gate to the world, and the
coastline cities such as Zhejiang and Guangdong became the pilot
provinces (Sybesma, 2017). A large number of Chinese people
poured into the Netherlands. Because of the popularity of Chinese
food in the Netherlands. Most of them succeed in the food and
restaurant business. Such business requires low professional
skills and was friendly to family business mode, which caters to the
characteristics of these immigrants (Gijsberts, Huijnk& Vogels, 2011).

The following diagram shows the timeline of Chinese sub-groups
development in the Netherlands, and the big events happening within
this diverse community.

Figure 1-5. De Chinese Boat in Rotterdam
Image ownd by De Chinese Boat. Retrieved from: https://www.dechineseboot.nl/
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Chinese community in Rotterdam

Transformation of Chinese community

The Chinese community was considered poor by
the Rotterdam municipality, and because of the
flourishing of the Katendrecht Chinatown with its
various grey industries, Chinatown was also seen
as a neighborhood that was constantly causing
trouble (Vervloesem, 2009). In 1926, the Rotterdam
municipality issued a report on accommodation
regulations and started to clean up Boarind houses
that did not comply with the accommodation
regulations and allowed the police to break into these
rented houses, for reasons of health control and fire
safety. A large number of Chinese were rounded up
and evicted (Vervloesem, 2009). Dutch citizens who
married Chinese were also deprived of their Dutch
citizenship (Vervloesem, 2009).

The economic crisis of 1930 brought the Chinese in the
Netherlands at that time into crisis. In addition, the
shipping industry changed from coal to fuel oil, and
the demand for Chinese labor was greatly reduced
(Vervloesem, 2009). To earn a living, they sold peanut
cookies (pindakoekjes), on the streets. "pindakoekjes"
was the impression that the Chinese left on Dutch
society at that time. Chinese who could not make
ends meet were repatriated or chose to return to
China (Vervloesem, 2009) The number of Chinese
staying in the Netherlands decreased dramatically.

By the 2020s the Rotterdam municipality started
to upgrade and renovate Katendrecht. The city
of Rotterdam began to upgrade and renovate
Katendrecht in the 2020s, clearing up the grey
industry and creating a clean and hygienic
neighborhood. But with this came the expulsion of the
local Chinese population (Shipyard, 2010). The Chinese
community spread to all areas of Rotterdam and
Chinatown moved closer to the area of Westsingel
and West-Kruiskade, which is now close to the station
(Shipyard, 2010).
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Chinese community in Rotterdam

Chinese population in the Rotterdam

From the report of spatial patterns of the Chinese immigrant in
Rotterdam Immigrants from mainland china (Lei, 2018), Chinese
immigrants in Rotterdam have experienced a great increase after
2000. Especially the ones from mainland China. Most population of
the new generation are knowledge immigrants. They come here for
higher education or well-paid jobs( Gijsberts, Huijnk& Vogels, 2011).

The residential patterns of the Chinese gradually moved out from the
concentrated Katendrecht to the north of Rotterdam and reveals a
scattered typology(Lei, 2018). The north part of Rotterdam has more
developed public infrastructures, international education institutes, and
commercial centers (Lei, 2018).
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DATA SOURCE: Lei, J. (2018). Spatial patterns of Chinese immigrants in Rotterdam
(Master's thesis, University of Twente).
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Chinese community in Rotterdam

Adaption of Chinese community in Rotterdam

With growth of Chines in Rotterdam, it has been interated with Dutch
society and other ethinic groups. In last century, the active Chinese activity
mainly happend in the south of Rotterdam sourrunding Katendrecht,
the old Chinatown. However, starting from 21st centurt, a move toward
northeastern side is seen. Integration with Dutch society scattered evenly
comparing to interatction with other enthic societies. The integration
between Chinese ethnic societies mainly concentrated in city center and
South Rotterdam.

PERFORMANCE OF CHINESE INTEGRATIN WITH DUTCH SOCIETY(1990-2015)
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DATA SOURCE: Lei, J. (2018). Spatial patterns of Chinese immigrants in Rotterdam
(Master's thesis, University of Twente).
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Theory study

Significance of Community Development
and community design

Because of tax shortages and the individualistic nature of daily life, cities
cannot be run by government departments that are able to take care of their
citizens in every way. Community design is about exploring how to manage
"just the right connections" and create productive lives (Yamazaki, 2015). It is
not enough to have a lot of money and goods to live an abundant life. Having
the right connections is also a key to a productive life. Abundant interpersonal
connections refer to the harmony and trust that all people in a community or
society can have (Yamazaki, 2015).

Communities can be divided into geo-communities and thematic communities.
"Geopolitical communities" are communities that are based on local ties,
such as neighborhood councils and women's associations. However, as the
geo-community gradually decreases, the use of public space in the city or
community decreases. In order to activate the use of community spaces,
thematic communities need to be added to replace geo-based communities
(Yamazaki, 2015). Thematic communities will require less physical space and
will take the form of clubs, associations, NPOs/NGOs, etc. The focus needs to
be on establishing mechanisms that allow people to make good use of the city's
public spaces (Yamazaki, 2015). To do this, the public space needs to be clearly
signposted, and information needs to be circulated and transparent so that
people can easily access it. By increasing the value of public space, the value
of the area as a whole can be enhanced. Ryo Yamazaki (2015) said, "Community
design is not only about creating new spaces, but also about exploring the
multiplier effect of combining space and community, and thinking about how the
public space of the city should be integrated with the geopolitical community."

Designers are generally considered to be people who create things, but they
cannot solve all social problems by making objects (Yamazaki, 2015). The
design of soft objects still needs to be greatly advanced. Therefore community
designers are designers who do not make things (Yamazaki, 2015). The
most important thing in practicing community design is to see how different
generations and groups react to the words "community” and "sharing" in the
process (Yamazaki, 2015). Community design emphasizes the importance
of collaboration and learning between designers and other stakeholders in
participatory design and pursues egalitarianism (Comercio, 1984). If space
design can be done in parallel with community design, the finished space
will have an active community at the same time. If we can take the existence
of community as a prerequisite, it should change urban design significantly
(Yamazaki, 2015).
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Theory study

Origins of Community Design

Community design originated in the Harlem area of the United States in the
1960s (Comercio, 1984). It promotes a participatory approach to design in urban
design and planning. It began as a service to low-income Neighborhoods to
combat elitism in the city (Comercio, 1984). When the expertise of architecture
and planning could not fully address social issues, community design served
as a complement to public morality and politics. In particular, it emphasizes
that every citizen has the right to participate in the planning of the living
environment and that the public's wishes should be given maximum feedback.
In a 1973 landmark paper "Dilemmas in the General Theory of Planning" by
Horst Rittel and Melvin Webber, it was noted that during the first half of the
20th century, urban planning and architecture professionals were able to
address a wide range of definable issues. professionals could solve a wide
range of definable technical problems, but not a wide range of social problems.
As a result, Rittel and Webber argued that planning and design problems
would be best solved in a process that recognizes The idea is that design is
a public discourse that welcomes public debate in order to externalize and
extend knowledge about the problem because no one has the sole expertise to
determine a resolution ( Rittel & Webber, 1973).

In deference to emerging ideas on grassroots initiatives, community ownership,
and economic development, the underlying values of community design were
gradually transformed from a political ideology to a social practice, and from
a process orientation to a product orientation. economic development, the
underlying values of community design regarding justice and empowerment,
and the motivation helps people gain control of their own resources (Comercio,
1984).




Figure 1-7. Community
design happened in
Shanghai, China. Image
provided by Yuelai Liu
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Theory study

Public life, public space and local
community

Living in urban areas, city dwellers frequently switch roles between
independent individuals and members from groups and communities. Under
a collective group, people have chances to temporarily shift daily grind away,
and get engaged in communities, observe and interact with others (Carr
et al., 1992). Public life provides people a supportive component to relax,
entertain themselves, as well as encountering other individuals, and learn
from each other in the social life (Carr et al.,, 1992). Public space, forming the
backdrop for public life, contains commercial transaction, social exchange,
contemplation and entertainment. It defines the structure of the urban system
and sets of frameworks that indicate dynamics of public life, therefore being a
primary factor in defining urban vitality and quality of life. It is a space where
it is open to all the people regardless of their social classes, ethics, ages and
genders. People also tend to feel comfortable and relaxed when they access
and use it. Public spaces can take many forms such as playground, plazas;
contain dynamic amenities such as benches, fountains; and carry out different
functions and activities that bind communities together (OPDM, 2004).

There are at least three culture forces served by public spaces. The first
one is that it shapes multi-purposes public activities. Public space is
always highly valued as places to indicate the status of civic inculcation and
democratic participation in an area (Amin, 2008). People freely claim their
rights, deliver their thoughts and opinions, and resolve social formation in
public spaces, such as central squares, civic centers. Secondly, public spaces
satisfy the basic needs of society of people, providing shelters, getting food
for households and gathering group members who seek for the protections
(Carr et al, 1992). Thirdly, the public places allow physical settings and rituals
to occur in public life. Such as different events and festival celebrations
representing different religious and national meanings. When people get
involved in themselves in a larger group in public space, the feel of existence
in @a community can be confirmed, which enables them to feel in an active
manner.

Public life and public space have very close relationships to each other. They
are interconnected and mutual-benefited. Public space is the form to carry
and represent public life, and in return, public life facilitates the development
of public spaces.



Figure 1-8. Chinese market at
Katendrecht, Rotterdam, 1935.

Unknown photography

retrieved from: https://rjb.x-cago.
com/GARJB//2009/12/20091231/
GARJB-20091231-0263/story.pdf
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Theory study

Public notion of Chinese and its reflection
on the Rotterdam Chinatown

In Chinese, gong "public" (public) is a compound
of the opposite of si "private" (private). The
gong and si constitute the first binary relation
resembling public and private in the ancient
Chinese political system. Influenced by
Confucianism, the public is superior to the
private in terms of public morality. By invoking
this idea, politicians further blurred the boundary
between public and private, equating the public
with the ruling class. As previously mentioned,
the Chinese conception of the 'public’ involves
only the aspects of morality and rite, yet not a
sense of domain; this, according to Chen's study
(2005), explains why the public and the private
properties in the physical world have remained
ambiguous in Chinese society.

Influenced by Western thought, a critique of
Confucianism emerged in early twentieth-century
China, questioning the public-private order and
advocating the idea of equal belts for all. related
relationships or relationships between rulers and
subordinates, while the relation with strangers,
which is considered the essence of the public
realm in the West, has been left out (Chen, 2005).

From a Chinese philosophical and cultural
perspective, there are three levels of collective
realms in Chinese cities: the relational circle,
the realm of strangers, and the market space.
relational circle refers to the

commonalities include kinship, same
geographical origin, working in the same
Influenced by Confucianism, Chinese people
have a sense of a relational circle. They have
a sense of responsibility and a mission to take
care of each other. For example, the courtyard is
a very good response to the idea of a neighborly
living form. The atrium space in the courtyard
is a public space in Chinese culture. Everyone
will consciously take care of this shared space,
which is used by several families together
(Sun, 2023). The realm of strangers mentioned
in the second layer of meaning is the opposite
space outside the relational circle. The intensive
valuing of the relational circle and the absence
of care for strangers in Chinese culture have
resulted in a rigid separation of some spaces,
such as streets or transportation hubs, for which
people do not have a sense of responsibility or
merit (Sun, 2023). The intensive valuing of the
relational circle and the absence of care for

strangers in Chinese culture have resulted in a
rigid separation of some spaces from others in
the city, both physically and socially (Sun, 2023).

According to Wenwen Sun (2023), "In contrast
with the relational circle conceived as the social
space, the realm of strangers roughly represents
the public As such, regarding the public domain
as the realm of strangers has led to spatial
consequences, such as the As such, regarding
the public domain as the realm of strangers has
led to spatial consequences, such as the ubiquity
of barriers and space appropriation, manifesting
a simultaneously enhanced and dissolved
boundary between the public and the private
spaces. " The third meaning of marketplace is a
compositional element.

QNN




Reflect on Chinatown, when the Dutch authorities, as
rulers of power, decided to evacuate the residents of
Rotterdam's Katendrecht on the premise of spatial
planning. The Chinese community acquiesced to the
authorities' right to encroach on the private sphere
in this way, and instead of breaking out into a mass
protest, they complied with the decision and were
assigned to integrate into the rest of the Rotterdam
community.

This explains why the Chinese in Dutch society always
give the impression of being enclosed. There is even a
lack of relational ties between generations, and even
if they are Chinese, there is not much intersection
between different communities.

Figure 1-9. Typical
I [ courtyard house
(Siheyuan) in Beijing
China, which reveals
the shape of the
commual space for
Chinese.
Image provided by
Xing Ruan. Retrieved
from: https://
theconversation.
com/friday-essay-
why-a-building-and-
its-rooms-should-
have-a-human-
character-54952
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Chapter 2

Research Framework
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Problem statement

There is a gap between the need of transforming the Chinese immigrant community in
Rotterdam and the functions provided by current Rotterdam Chinatown. Chinese traveled
to Rotterdam from different backgrounds and times. They have different social and cultural
needs. Chinatown is identified as a symbol for overseas Chinese to seek a sense of belonging
as well as these needs. However, Rotterdam Chinatown currently is dominated by second-
generation Chinese born between the 1970s and 1980s. The functions that they provide
remain the same as 100 years ago, succeeding the business run by the first generation of
Chinese immigrants. However, there is a large number of knowledge immigrants arriving
in Rotterdam in the past 20 years, and this number will increase. The newly-come Chinese
require more, but there has not yet come up an allied platform for different Chinese groups to
communicate their ideas. The current Chinatown has not yet adapted to this transformation.

Rotterdam Chinatown has a central location in Rotterdam, where it concentrates dynamic
immigrants from different ethnicities at the same time. The area plays the role of the cultural
center and urban green axis for Rotterdam city. Therefore, Chinatown not only serves
for Chinese community but also other local cultures and city visitors. The transformation
of Chinatown demands cultural diversification and inclusiveness at the same time.

The challenge of Rotterdam Chinatown is that it requires a space quality enabling the Chinese

community to connect within transforming sub-groups and localize themselves in the Rotterdam
city context.

SCENARIO MAKING

Generation integration
between Chinese sub-groups

@ DESIRABLE

_ Chinese society

Multi-cultural society

oy ey s wllin

Cultural isolation with Culture interaction with
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_ Isolation society . Dutch society

Generation segregation between
Chinese sub-groups



Conceptual framework

The conceptual framework shows the complementary relationship between the
three key areas of the project and the means used to activate them. This closed loop
demonstrates that public space can help cultural integration; cultural integration can
facilitate community development, and community development in turn can activate
the use of public space and revitalize urban space. This project promotes a sustainable
cycle of overlapping cultural and spatial layers in the urban living environment.

To achieve this goal, a bottom-up methodology is necessary. Following the wishes of the
urban experience and community, using participatory design methods, and using the pattern
language as a means of learning, communication and design to jointly participate in building
community and realizing a civic city is the main concept of this project. In addition, the
community designer plays a role in combining the top-down coordination mechanism to
make the bottom-up system work more effectively and the resources can be deployed more
rationally.
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RESEARCH AIM

This research argues for the need for community cohesion and localization within the Rotterdam
context for the Chinese community. It takes public space as the approach for community development
and cultural integration.

- The research aims to reach the balance between bottom-up and top-down governance with this
community development which empowers the Chinese community and at the same time follows the
development guidance by Rotterdam city.

- The research focuses on improving the quality of public space in Rotterdam Chinatown to
activate public life for both the Chinese community and its interaction with local communities.

RESEARCH QUESTION

How to empower Rotterdam Chinese by improving cohesion and at the same time localization with
the neighborhood community at Rotterdam Chinatown in an approach of public space activation?

Sub question 1

How the Rotterdam Chinatown adapt to the transforming Chinese immigration community in Rotterdam?
Sub question 2

How can public space become a tool to empower the Chinese community and integrate with other local
communities in Rotterdam Chinatown?

Sub question 3
How does this community development action adapt to the Rotterdam city context?

Methodology

‘ literature review ‘

‘ ethnographic mapping ‘

quantitive & qualitative
pattern lanuage
spatial persp
‘slakeholder workshnps‘ |
social perspective
‘ Participatory design ‘
performances
[Tempcrpary spatial intervention ‘

[pattern lanugage Booklet ]

‘cnnsultancy report ‘

Il test result L

‘proposal design ‘




This research starts with understanding the historical backgrounds of the Chinese community in Rotterdam.
The scope of seeing the Chinese community development helps us learn about the transformation of these
social groups as well as explore the reason hiding behind the urban performances of current Rotterdam
Chinatown.

At the same time, a literature study of the relationship between urban performances, and economic and
social activities reveals the essential connection between cultural communities and urban fabrics. In
this study, the literature proceeds to research to analyze the current Chinese community and Rotterdam
Chinatown urban spaces, as well as predict the community transformation and future Chinatown space use
by the group.

With the knowledge mentioned above, the author conducted qualitative and quantitative research to build
up the database of the Rotterdam Chinese community for this project. This set up a stepping stone for the
following participatory phases. Both types of research aim to understand responses' connection with the
Chinese community, their opinion's toward current Chinatown use, and future development in terms of
social and spatial perspectives.

The qualitative research mainly targeted on-site stakeholders such as Chinatown entrepreneurs and on-
site NGOs. They understand well the daily use of Chinatown as well as have a big potential to lead to the
transformation of the Chinatown community. The author conducted face-to-face semi-structured interviews
with every involved stakeholder in person, and translate the results into maps.

The quantitative research is conducted with an online survey with a prepared questionnaire. The questions
raised from the literature study and previous analysis. The survey targeted the young generation of Chinese
who come here for education and jobs.

Based on all the background collection, the author extracted the stakeholder’s opinions and translate them
into pattern languages. Pattern language referred to in the book "A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings,
Construction" written by Alexander(1997), is the dominant communication and design tool in this research.

This pattern tool is used in the stakeholder workshop for multiple stakeholders to make spatial and social
vision designs for future Rotterdam Chinatown to communicate with the same design language.

With the results of the workshop, a proposed plan will be designed. The design will include participatory
design and temporary spatial intervention. The proposal will be tested with practice on an event day.

From the reflections of the performances of visitors on event day, an evaluation and consultancy report will
become the outcome to testify to the effectiveness of this proposal planning and pattern language for this
project.

Pattern Language

A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction is a 1977 book on architecture, urban design, and
community livability. It was authored by Christopher Alexander, Sara Ishikawa, and Murray Silverstein.
Patterns describe a problem and then offer a solution from the macro to the micro-scale. In doing so the
authors intend to give the public, not only professionals, a way to work with their neighbors to improve a
community.

According to the review of Helene, Tom, and Sayfan (2015), Alexander’s intention was to help reproduce
in replicable and scalable ways the morphological and moral coherence that makes such environments
nurturing for human beings. He sought to create a process that people could use in a self-directed way,
adapted to their time- and place-specific needs, and apply in ways that become self-generating after the
fashion of organic processes in living systems.

Each pattern describes a hypothesis with supported illustrations, drawings, or descriptions. It can focus on
materials and user experiences. It could be the communication, learning, and design tools in community
design. Pattern languages as originally formulated, therefore, were vehicles seeking to convey a holistic
purpose, to direct designed objects and processes towards a specific quality; hence, instruments for
sense-making and purposive design. They aimed to support self-generated societal thriving by articulating
fundamental design principles to guide holistic and life-serving applications within a given domain (Helene,
Tom& Sayfan, 2015).
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Chapter 3

Perspective from current
Chinatown in Rotterdam



The current Chinatown moved here in the 1980s along
West-Kruiskade. The Chinese entrepreneurs here are
mixing. Some of them succeed family business of sail
time; some of them took over the business starting
from Hongkong time; some of them just joined this
community 5 years ago. They all make a living here
to welcome visitors who are interested in Chinese
culture.
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Qualitative research of Chinatown entreprenuers

The author conducted qualitative research with the most representative Chinese entrepreneurs in current
Chinatown. She had deep interviews with 6 of them for 90 minutes on average. The interview mainly concerns the
history of their business background, how they connect with the current Chinese community and Chinatown, and

how they see community development and public space use in the future.

Wah Nam Hong One of the first Asian supermarkets in Chinatown, Wah Nan
Hong started as a family business and is now run by the founder's sons and
daughters. 1964 saw the founder come from Hong Kong to the Netherlands to
do business and open a restaurant in Amsterdam, and in 1986 he accepted the
Chinese supermarket where Wah Nan Hong is now located, but transformed
to a modern approach from the décor to the sales model. Over the next 20
years additional branches were opened in Rotterdam's city center and in The
Hague.

Now a chain of Asian supermarkets, the owner of South China House values
its Chinese image as a brand, but also wants to expand the market more to all
Dutch customers rather than just Chinese.

In connection with Chinatown, South China House has also purchased the
surrounding properties and is acting as a landlord to collect rent from the
stores or tenants. At the same time they maintain a close connection to the
surrounding Chinese restaurants and provide goods for them. In addition to
the annual Chinatown New Year event in Rotterdam, South China House is
also the main sponsor and sponsor.

QQ bakery is a small bakery located near ChinaTown Dim-Sum. It is a
small workshop. The shop owner is from Fujian. She came to the Netherlands
in the 1980s and worked in a Dutch chain Chinese bakery for 15 years.
After that, she opens QQ bakery and sell Cantonese cakes and bread.

They particularly focus on the diversification and quality of food products,
instead of networking with surrounding shops. Their guests include
the Chinese elderly house, Chinese students, Malaysian, Surinamse,
people who like Hongkong or Cantonese desserts, and general Dutch.

The shop only provides takeaway services and runs the store from 10 am till 5
pm every day.
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Qualitative research of Chinatown entreprenuers

Hongkong restuarant is one of the earliest restaurants opened in
current Chinatown in 1963, in which most Chinese concentrated at Katendrecht

at that time? The first shop owner is from Hongkong and arrived in Rotterdam
in the 1940s. The Hongkong restaurant witnesses the grow-up of Rotterdam
Chinatown, from Katendrecht to Nieuwe Binnenweg to West-Kruiskade.

It remains the mode of family business till nowadays and mainly serves decent
Cantonese cuisines for local Dutch. It locates in the middle of Westersingel, not
connected to other Chinese shops.

Taiwu Restaurant starting by a family from Hongkong 25 years ago. It
serves Cantonise cuisines and dim-sum. It welcomes starting with a family

from Hongkong 25 years ago. It serves Cantonese cuisines and dim-sum.
It welcomes fast-paced dining as well as event dining. The purchases part
of the raw food for cooking from the Chinese supermarket in Chinatown.

But the first shop owner submitted the restaurant to a couple from Fujian
4 years ago. The original chef and servers stay and retain the same interior
decoration and food tastes. But the new shop owners do not connect with other
shop entrepreneurs in Chinatown.

The clients of Taiwu restaurant are international. The ratio of Chinese and
international clients is 1:9. Monday and Tuesday they are busy with second-
generation Chinese who are on day-off, while on weekends, there are a lot of
Chinese students. International clients usually come here after shopping in the
city center.
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Qualitative research of Chinatown entreprenuers

China Town Dim-Sumstarted their business at West-Kruiskade in
2013 with Chinese fast food. They took over the current restaurant location in

2016 and turned it into a Cantonese restaurant. The current location is at the
entrance of Chinatown.

In the following years, they expanded their business map in Chinatown.
They diversify the cuisine type, such as Japanese food and Thai food,
to adapt to the preferences of nowadays clients. They hold the biggest
Chinese business network with the restaurant chain in current Chinatown.

At the same time, they also have a personal connection with the older
generation of Chinese, and they will help with the Chinese community
development and organizations.

Yellow River Lanzhou Noodle, as the newest Chinese restaurant in
Chinatown, is very different from other Hong Kong-style restaurants in terms of

cuisine and business model. Yellow River Lanzhou Noodle is no longer adjacent
to the open street, but opened on the second floor. They are the only Chinese
restaurant that has copied the mode of Dutch restaurants and opened outdoor
seatings. Its business runs fast-food model, fair price, and fast eat.

The restaurant was opened in 2019 by a couple. The husband is a Pakistani who
grew up in the Netherlands and the wife is Chinese, and they share the Muslim
faith and opened this halal noodle restaurant. The restaurant is now popular
with the younger generation of Chinese.
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Results from quantative research of
young generation Chinese in Rotterdam

From December 30th, 2022 till January 10th, there are 43 responses in total collected by online survey. The
survey was spread through Chinese social media Weixin and Whatsapp, and filled with platform Google
questionnaire. The targeted group mainly focuses on students or people who work in Rotterdam. It aims to
understand the perspective of the young generation Chinese. Therefore, The questionnaire mainly focuses
on the cultural background of the audience; their identities of Chinese; and their opinions toward current
Rotterdam Chinatown and future expectations of it in terms of both social and spatial functions.

From this data collection, all the samples are from mainland China. But from the statistics, it can be
told that most samples are from the further developed provinces/cities where it concentrates high-
quality educational resources. A quarter of the data is from Chongqing and Sichuan, followed by Zhejiang,
Jiangsu, Shanghai, and Anhui. It can be seen that the hometowns of new generations spread the all over
Chinese mainland. This is unlikely for first and second-generation immigrants most of them are from
less-developed towns alone in coastline areas. This will lead to differences in living habitats, such as food
preferences and consumption behaviors.
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Results from quantative research of
young generation Chinese in Rotterdam

part-time student @® Chinese ® 18-25
) bachelor student @ global citizen ® 25-40
@ master student O half half © 40-60

phd or researcher
@ social person

From the responses, it can be told that most of them are in good education in universities (master students
take almost 40 percent), and they are in their young 20s(less than 5% of people are over 40 years old).
Around 80 percent of responses identify themselves as pure Chinese, while one-fifth of people has been
transforming their identities as global citizens or in-between, in which they are more open-minded to their

cultural identities.

Their socialization

The highlighted area shows the most popular
hang-out districts by the new generation
regardless of cultural factors. Black is the most
popular area, chosen by 18 responses, followed
by Beurs and centrum areas (11 responses). The
third popular is the Erasmus University campus
(5 responses). While Chinatown only got 2
responses as a daily socialization area. The most
popular areas are the commercial center area
of Rotterdam City, highly concentrated shopping
centers, and entertainment services.

Erasmus University, as an academic
university with a good reputation,
attracts a large number of international
students. The daily socialization areas
among young Chinese are all located
on the north side of Rotterdam.

The red dots are used to show the
favorite Chinese shops chosen by the
young generation. It is interesting to
find out that the ones located in the
popular areas are scattered seperately,
however, the ones in Chinatown are
highly dense.

The size of red dots varies with how popular it
is. The rank 1st is Asian supermarket, followed
by Lanzhou Noodle and CoCo Milktea. The first
one is the fast-food type of Chines authentic
noodles, and CoCo Milktea is a famous chain of
Milktea store which run their brands around the
whole world. Therefore, it can be inferred that the
consumption behaviors of the young generation
prefer affordable and fast modes, particularly
food and brands that are already under their
recognization.



How do you think of China Town ?

When they are asked the reason for this grade,
the common answers include safety concerns,
out-dated and dirty street atmosphere, and
boring functions and services...

“It's not a good neighborhood
despite its central location. | feel
unsafe there."

This survey raised questions about the current
use of Chinatown and the evaluation of current
"Chinatown".

In terms of the impressions and experiences of
current Rotterdam Chinatown, most feedbacks
are negative. When thinking of the atmosphere of
Chinatown, more than half of the responses (24
responses) agreed that it is old-fashioned and
ugly. A quarter of responses (11 responses) did not
realize it is Chinatown. When they are asked to rate
Chinatown from 1 to 5, 30 out of 43 respondents
rated it under 4.

To evaluate the accessibility of current Rotterdam
Chinatown, time spent walking to Chinatown
becomes evaluation standards. 27.9% of
responses live in the circle range between 15 to
30 minutes, which is along the boundary of the
Rotterdam centrum, followed by 30 to 60 walking
minutes and more than 90 minutes. Only 7% of
people live near Chinatown within 15 walking
distance.

According to D' Acci (2013), 15 minutes is the
proximity of walkability. Therefore, larger
quantities of Chinatown visitors will come by
transportation.

Concerning the encouragement of a sustainable

, city, improving the accessibility of Chinatown by

D" Acci, L. (2013). Simulating future societies public transportation, and restricting the private
in Isobenefit Cities: social isobenefit scenarios. mobility approach are important.

Futures, 54, 3-18.
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Results from quantative research of
young generation Chinese in Rotterdam

@ by walk

@ by tram/bus

@ by subway

@ by train

@ by bike
Car

Observed from the results, around 80% of
young Chinese arriving Chinatown by public
transportation (by tram/bus, by train, and by
subway). Tram and bus took dominant place,
which is the travel way within Rotterdam city.
Less than 5 % arrive in Chinatown by private car.

) more than twice a week

_ 9am-12am
@ 12am-3pm
® 3pm-6pm
@ 6pm-9pm
 9pm-12am
_ 12am-9am

Most respondents chose to come to Chinatown
before 6 pm. People prefer to shop or have meals
at this time. Few people chose to come after 9
because of security concerns...

@ grocery

@ 1-2 times a week
@® 1-2 time a month
@ under 5 times a year

@ chinese resaturant
@ asian restaurant

_ haircut

_J other resaturants/bar

From the feedback, going to Chinatown is part of
the daily routine of most responders. Around 80
percent of people will visit Rotterdam Chinatown
at least 1 or 2 times every month. It is a widely
recognized urban area.

The purposes people going to Chinatown are
mainly for groceries and Chinese food, which are
the daily necessities for Chinese to supplement
Chinese special products or find hometown
tastes.



"Only the first 50m of West-kruiskade gives the

feeling like a so-called Chinatown."

The map shows the responses usually visiting
routes of Chinatown, and its relation with the
favored Chinese shops and public spaces.

The most frequent route is from Rotterdam
central station till the end of Mauritsweg, followed
by the way of walking through West-Kruiskade.
Along Mauritsweg and West-Kruiskade, there are
popular Chinese shops mentioned above, such as
Chinese supermarkets and Chinese restaurants.

On the other hand, some visitors visiting
Chinatown are with going to Rotterdam centrum
at the same time. The pedestrians, such as
Karel Doormanstraat, Mauritsplaats, and
Van Oldenbarneveltstraat are the common
choices for young Chinese to cross with.

In addition, as a result of high use of public
transportation, the locations of tram and subway
stations also affect people's direction of visiting

Chinatown. Beurs station and Rotterdam
central station are the primary city sites.

However, the two obvious public space Oude
Western Park and Westersingel sculpture park
are underus.

In the questions asking about the future
expectations of Chinatown. people would like to
have more welcoming public spaces and diverse
shop functions and services on the site. Most
importantly, they hope the security of the site is
improved, especially at night.
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Policy Analysis

The major national legislative amendment "The Environment Act"
was published in 2022. This requires each city municipality to
develop an environmental vision. Rotterdam municipality chose 5
focuses to respond to this amendment, which are the commitment
to a pleasant life in the delta; promoting urbanization and urban
connection; community development; sustainable transformation
of energy and raw materials; upgradation of economic capacity.



Mobility
Rotterdam is facing population increase and urban densification, which

attracts a lot of work and living in this region. It is particularly favored by
students, knowledge workers, and companies.

An increasingly urban population means growing mobility requirements.
The increasing private mobility may be beyond the current mobility
capacity such as roads and parking lots. Rotterdam encourages space-
efficient, clean, and flexible forms of mobility. The recently established
"Rotterdam Mobility Approach”, and "City Lounge" which is a public
space making resulted in more cyclists and pedestrians getting positive
responses.

In the city center, Rotterdam is projecting to provide more cycling paths,
walking streets, and public transport, while the car will become the
guest. Cars will be accommodated up to the edge of residential areas.
keeping the road safe to sustain entrepreneurs for the busy car-free
area in the center.
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Cultural diversity and community needs

The cultural diversity of Rotterdam society is growing, and at the same
time, individualization continues. However, among young and elderly
people, urban loneliness grows at the same time, in which people are
seeking connection.

More meeting places and connecting activities in the city and
neighborhood are required. People have the weak economic capacity,
socially vulnerable groups, and immigrants are easier to feel lonely.
More and more spontaneous social networking aiming for common
visions is emerging.

LEGENDA
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ + CULTUREEL ERFGOED

Gebouwd en aangelegd
,,.,g-"'s Monumenten
UNESCO wereld erfgoed
Monumentaal ensemble
NI Ritsoescherma sadsgesicre
I Wederopbouwgebied
M‘ Historische kernen
Historische linten
Waterkering
Erfgoedlijnen
77777 Verdwenen historisch lint
- Brandgrens
== Trekvaart

=ik Atlantik Wall

Archeologische waarden

Archeologisch monument [
Bekend rivierduin

Waterkering 1400
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Policy Analysis

Attractive city

Rotterdam has attached importance to outdoor public space making
and has made a considerable investment. It makes the city center
more attractive. It provides residents and visitors to socialize and
get entertained. In addition, it provides a more appealing business
environment attracting more employment positions and entrepreneurs,
as well as festival spaces.

LEGENDA:
REGIO

Ontwikkelen oeververbindingen en

% hoogwaardig openbaar vervoer op stedelijke
en regionale schaal
Ontwikkelen aantrekkelijke en
‘complementaire centra

I Transitie naar klimaatneutrale haven en
7 (Inter)nationaal verbonden
=

@ Derivie landschappelijke slagaders
io

Verbinden stedelijk en regionale
groenstructuur voor mens. en dier

‘ () Ovhattes als verbinding naar het landschap

Centrum positioning

The future vision of the centrum will remain
the livability for residents, entrepreneurs, and
tourists. It is the inclusive metropolitan center
where global meets local.

The city center is strongly focusing on the
mobility transition before the public and partial
transportation and walking streets. The mobility
transition plays a crucial role in carrying the
strategy of a compact and healthy city.

In addition, the densifying center asks for
high-quality public space for intensive use,
management, and maintenance.

Making open streets, boulevards, and rivers more
appealing is the starting point for future urban
development. The future densification mainly
takes place along the boulevards and near public
transport nodes.




Cities for people

For urban transformation, Rotterdam invites citizens to participate
in the city making. Rotterdam has a lively city-making practice:
small-scale private urban development, initiatives by residents,
and entrepreneurs in collaboration with housing associations,
developers, and the municipality. This typical Rotterdam urban
development mode involves the local tradition of entrepreneurship,
private-public urban development, and citizen participation.
Rotterdam city envisions 5 perspectives, which are: compact city,
inclusive city, sustainable city, healthy city, and productive city.

Rotterdam respects the history and cultural heritage and has put efforts
to preserve them. It is important to define the city's characteristics and
identities.

%
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On-site Analysis

Rbtieidin

OUDE
WESTEN

From 2010 to 2017, Woonstad renovated the street of West-Kruiskade because it was paid less
attention by the municipality after the Rotterdam Bombing and the low living quality of the area,
such as drug-related crime. The renovation project of Netherlands train lines connecting with
the rest of Europe finished by 2014. As West-Kruiskade is located in a central location, it should
be ready for the large increasing tourists which could be foreseen. The government decided to
cooperate with Woonstad to intervene in the street development of West-Kruiskade which functioned
as a stepping stone to the city center. Therefore, this street renovation project was not only for
the residents on a neighborhood scale but also as an urban development strategy on a city scale.
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This plan not only targeted for Chinese community but involved all the immigrants there and tried
to avoid gentrification. The strategy is to remove the illegal and unsafe elements but keep what
is good there such as diverse cultures.

The residents connected with the community committee. But it is hard to approach to the Chinese
community, they don't really want to build connections with local people.
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Spatial Analysis

Current Chinatown basement use and mobility system

The diagram on the left presents a visualization of stores in Rotterdam's
Chinatown obtained from Google Maps, highlighting those directly associated
with "Chinese community," such as restaurants or supermarkets. Commercial
stores are represented in white, while grey represents companies or private
residences inaccessible to the public. Conversely, the map on the right depicts
the public green spaces, public rail transit, and pedestrian system within the
area.

Upon analyzing this grouping, it becomes apparent that Chinese community-
oriented stores are predominantly concentrated at open street level,
particularly near intersections. Furthermore, the Westersingel acts as a
discernible dividing line, with the western section primarily catering to
residential communities and offering more private services. In contrast,
the eastern area is characterized by a vibrant, fast-paced, and commercial
environment.

This analysis provides valuable insights into the spatial distribution and
orientation of Chinese-oriented businesses in Rotterdam's Chinatown,
highlighting the interplay between commercial activity, public spaces, and
transit infrastructure in the area.

Basement floor

I Chinese restuarant/stores
restuarant

" empty/private-use



GREEN SYSTEM

FAST-PACE SYSTEM

SLOW-PACE SYSTEM
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Spatial Analysis

Potential public space use with culture layers

This diagram illustrates the utilization of urban public space by various racial groups
within the immigrant community. It becomes evident that open spaces, such as
boulevards, public green areas, and restaurants, serve as inclusive environments
where individuals from different ethnic backgrounds, including Chinese, Dutch, and
other ethnicities, coexist and share spaces harmoniously. On the left side of the road,
there is a greater mix of profiles, whereas the right side is divided by carriageways
and boulevards. The Chinese community tends to favor the streets adjacent to Chinese
stores, while the wider population prefers the boulevards.

This analysis highlights the significance of public spaces in fostering cultural inclusion
and integration within the community. It provides a compelling argument for selecting
appropriate sites that can further enhance these aspects and facilitate interaction
among diverse cultural groups.

Porosity Mapping
% Open space for all visitors

Open space for the other local communities
Il Chinese restuarant/stores

restuarant

j | empty/private-use

Visiting route of the other local ethnic communities

—— Visiting route of Chinese communities
Visiting route of Dutch communities




“GATE” TO CHINATOWN 3 3

1 i ’ Chinese community

3 ‘ Dutch community

the other local
ethnic communities
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Spatial Analysis

Walkability of Chinatown

This final analysis zooms in on the Chinese
communities and their interaction with public
spaces, specifically examining spatial accessibility,
walkability, and the existing barriers. The study
delves into how easily individuals can access these
spaces on foot and identifies any obstacles or
challenges that may hinder their movement.

Rotterdam
Central Station

Rotterdam -
Central Station

/




Accessibility

] Chinese shops

local NGOs/community
centers

pedestrain system
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Chapter 4

Pattern Language Design
&
stakeholder workshop



g Rotterdam Chinatown Transformation

INTRO

As time change, the Chinese immi are experiencing ization in
Netherlands. Rotterdam Chinatown is a good site example. With the diverse
composition, the challenge of the integration within the generations,
sub-groups and with other ethic groups is waiting to be addressed...

The research question of this study is “how can Rotterdam Chinatown become
an encave to empower the community development for transformed Chinese
immigration communities?”

This pattern booklet is a communication tool to understand the opinions from

involved stakeholders, and a learning tool to test and evaluate the efficiency of
these patterns, and give implication to give researchers who have the interest-
ed in open space making, community development and cultural transformation.

ROTTERDAM CHINATOWN TRANSFORMATION
BRAEASEER

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
HEI

14
9%
. e

INVITATION

Time: Janurary 17th, 2023 9.30-11.30(GMT+1)
Location: GOETHE INSTITUT, Rotterdam
Online link:
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Pattern language design

The methods of this pattern language design are inspired by book
"A Pattern Language" by Alexander published in 1977. The pattern
language in this project will be used as a communication tool and
design tool in the stakeholder workshop to understand the opinions
of involved stakeholders (interpret in the following chapter). At
the same time, this pattern is a learning tool for scholars who are
also interested in researchers who have interested in open space
making, community development, and cultural transformation.

All the patterns are designed based on all the analyses above.
There are 28 patterns designed in total for Chinatown. They are
categorized into three columns which are community development,
cultural integration, and open space use. This aims to echo the
research questions.

Community development

Develop online-services

Establish community fund

Build website for Chinatown

System visual design for Chinatc

Build landmarks for Chinatown

Chinese shop alliance with
whole Rotterdam

Products for Chinatown

Povide job opportunities for the
communities
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0S

0Si

0S2

0S3

0S4

0S5

0Sé

0S7

0S8

0S9

0S10

0oST

0S12

Open space use

add water elements

Children-oriented facilities

Renovate street fagade

Improve the space quality at night

Activate use along open streets

Restrict smoking area

Increase the entertainment of the
public space

Activate Ouden Western park
for public use

Connect centrum area with Chinatown

Re-plan the mobility route

Walkable streets promot

Empty house activation

Cultural Integration

Increase the number community
center

Provide rest spots near
community centers

Community gardens for
co-maintenance

Theme activities

Facilities with culture elements
Regularly conduct of cultural
activities

Empower local NGOs

Diversify shop function& services
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The layout of the design of each pattern language includes the specific goal under the big category,
the evaluation criteria, and connectedness with other patterns.

The interpretation of the specific goal includes one reference image, a sentence of hypothesis, and
examples of practical implications.

The evaluation criteria at the right of the card were mainly as a reference for card readers. The
involvedw stakeholders show who would be the main actors or organizers for this objective. The

value assessment is from an economic perspective to evaluate the added value or the cost for this
pattern.

The connectedness at the bottom of the cards demonstrates that this card could be aligned with
other patterns together. This helps to create a complete vision system and network.

4 N Involoved Stakeholders

Shopowner Public Sector
TITLE \ S -

)

Y

Info-graphic/diagram

[o

Value Assessment

Financial Input Financial output Project Period

Hypothesis a P
O (O

Community Capability =~ Added Land Value
Practical implication Increase

& 2
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0S1 Add water elements

Hypothesis

People love to get close with water and interact with it. Therefore,
increase the entertainment of water elements in public space.

Practical implication

- Water fountain in the public park
- Water pond that visitors can have fun with

Connected with: 0S2, 0S7, 058, 0S11, CDS, CIS

0S2 Children-oriented facilities

Increase the public facilities for Children to make the area more
welcoming for families and more lively

Practical

- Add interactive children’s facilities at Ouden Western park and West-
ersingel
- Improve the security supervision for the site

Connected with: 051, 057, 0S8, CI3, CIé, Cl4

0S3 Renovate street fagade

Hypothesis

Renew the street facade to make it more attractive, and make
people be aware of this is Chinatown and with diverse cultures

Practical implication

- Draw beautiful graffiti
- Improve the sense of the wall
- Make the look of the fagade in Chinatown streets in the same style

Connected with: 055, 057, 0S9, 0511, 0512, CD4, CD5, CI5

0S4 Improve the space quality at night

Hypothesis

Secure the safety of the streets and public parks to improve the
space quality at night

Practical implication

- Extend the opening hours of shops
- provide sufficient street lightning at night
- Add patrol policemen at night

Connected with: 055, 056, 057, 059, 0510, 0511, 0512, Ci2, Cl4, Clé, CI8
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Pattern language design

0S5 Activate use along open streets

Hypothesis

Activating the open space along the streets, and connecting with
shops, will improve the lively and safe atmosphere of the districts

Practical i

- Encourage restaurants, bars cafes to set more seating places outside
- Diversify the forms of seats. such as stand bar, light table, chairs, etc

0Sé Restrict smoking area

Hypothesis

Restrict smoking in public spaces and streets to improve the
safety and quality of Chinatown

Practical implication

-Provide small smoking circles with seats, rather than standing in a
cluster along streets
-Ban smoking in the most open streets and public space

Connected with: 054, 0S5, 056, 059, 0510, 0S11, Ci2, CI3, CI8

Connected with: 0S4, 056, 058, Cl2

Increase the entertainment of the
public space

0s7

Hypothesis

Add playful facilities in the park, along the water, or open streets,
to make the area more interesting and attractive

Practical implicati

- Interactive art sculpture
- Cultural behavior showing in public spaces like noodle hand-pulling,

tea making, Dim-sum making, etc

Connected with: 0S1, 052, 053, S04, 0S8, 059, 0511, CD&, CDS, CI3, Cl&

0S8 | Activate Ouden Western park for public use

Hypothesis

Open the Ouden Western park for the public, instead just for
community use; welcome all visitors

Practical implication

- Make the entrance of the Ouden Western park bigger

- Hold public activities regularly to welcome all visitors

- Add more public entertainment and cultural facilities

- Improve the quality of green space and public infrastructures

Connected with: 0S1, 052, 0S4, 0S4, 057, CDS, CI3, CIS, Clé




0S9| Connect centrum area with Chinatown

Hypothesis

Expand the border of Chinatown, better connect with Central
areas, such as Beurs, Blaak etc.

Practical implication

-Intensify the shops along the streets toward centrum
-Maintain the street quality and safety of public space

- Broaden the walkable streets and cycling path between
Chinatown and Centrum area

Connected with: 053, 0S5, 057, 059, 0511, CD1, CDé, CIl, CI8

0S10| re-plan the mobility route

Hypothesis

Re-plan the mobility of the Chinatown area, and make it more
comfortable for people walking

Practical implication

- Ease the traffic congestion at the entrance of Chinatown
- Narrow the roads of two-way streets

- Erase the parking space on the road surface

Connected with: 054, 0S5, 059, 0511,

osn walkable streets promot

Hypothesis

Promot slow-pace area only with walkable streets and cycling
path

Practical implication

- Broaden and prior to the used pedestrians, and control the use of
the driveway.

- Encourage shops and restaurants along the street to use the
open spaces or set more outdoor seats.

- Landscape redesign along the waterfront to increase the visual
appeal of Westersingel streets.

Connected with: 053, 054, 0SS, 056, 057, 0S8, 0S89, 0510, CI8

0S12| Empty house activation

Hypothesis

Activating the empty h
servies or cultural centers

, rent it for temporary use as public

Practical implication
— make [he fransparency of the ownership of the emply ROUSE,
convenient for people applying for open use

- Open call for the management of these empty houses for short
term

- Rent places for needed people to have food and rests

- Artists to rent the place for public exhibition relates to cultural
themes

Connected with: 053, 0S4, CD2, CD7, CI1, Cl4, Clé, CI8
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Pattern language design

Develop online-services

Hypothesis

Developing online services in order to adapt to the consumer

habbit of new Chinese generation, and flexibly serve surrounding
offices and residents.

Practical implication

-online shopping Chinatown products
- Local shops and restaurants cooperate with delievery plat-
form or develop their own system

- Create a fast deliver system in cater to the needs of yound
generations

Connected with: CD3, CD&, CD7, CD8, 0S9, CI3, CI8

Establish community fund

Hypothesis

Ask the public and the community to fiancial support to increase
empower the community, and increase people’s awareness of
community building

Practical implication

- Open the public channel for money-donation.
- Hold second-hand market for the community to share

Connected with: CD3, CD4, CD17, Cli, CI3, Cl4, CIT

Build landmarks for Chinatown

o Tl

Hypothesis

Build landmarks for Chinatown, which helps visitors identify the
neighborhood, while increasing the community's self-identity

Practical implication

- Add cultural landmarks at the entrance of Chinatown
- Add cultural elements at the community center or rest spots in
Chinatown

Connected with: CD4, 0S1, 0S3, 0S7, 0S8, CI5

Chinese shop alliance with whole City

Hypothesis

Expand the Chines shop alliance to adapt to the transformation of
the expansion of Rotterdam Chinatown

Practical implication

- Facility communication betweeen Chinsee shops and surrounding
neighborhood

- Rugarly conduct alliance worshop to undate information

Connected with: CD1, CD3, 0S89, Cl4, CI8




Build website for Chinatown

Hypothesis

Establish a website platform to facilitate community to integrate
information, and facilitate tourists to understand the community

Practical implication

- Website order for Chinese restaurant

- Website information for Chinatown product selling

- Website for Chinatown shops of hiring people

- Website for the history of Chinese community and other culture
groups

Connected with: CD1, CD2, CD4, CDé, CD7, CD8, CI3, Cl4, Cié, CI8

System visual design for Chinatown

Hypothesis

Create a visual language for Chinatown, which helps visitors
identify the neighborhood, while increasing the community's
self-identity

Practical implication

- visual design showing on the website, maps, street signs..
- visual design printed on the products, gifts sent to tourists and
visitors..

Connected with: CD1, CD2, CD3, CD5, CD7, CDé, 0S3, 0S7, CI5

Products for Chinatown

Hypothesis

Design souvenir products based on Chinatown. This helps China-
town to build an impression for visitors, and enhance place’s
attachment to locals

Practical implication

- Design products, combining with the history of Chinatown
- Put the visual language of Chinatown on the products

Connected with: CD1, CD4, CI3, Cl4, CI8

Povide job opportunities for the community
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Hypothesis

A good way to empower community is that, the business in
Chinatown can provide job opportunities for the community

Practical implication

- Create online platform for Chinatown shops or restaurants to
post recruitment information, and people who are seeking for job
- Put up recruitment information at community center in China-
town

Connected with: CD1, CD3, Cli, CI3, Cl4, Clé
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Increase the number community center
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Hypathesis

Increane and diveras the fype of communily cenler in Chinatawn,
io provide spaces for the communily te meet mach eiher, and
=xlinfy ditferent needs of people

Fraclical imglicaii

- Civide e people Mos dagleed in one corimunily cenler

- Frovide commurity centers with diffaren: Fiemas ard soaca
Tes

= Frigide flexibla communiy Puns that can aasily seitch 1o ke
‘urctians

Cannecied with: CI2. CI3 CI& T4, CI7. 0S4, CO2. COE. D512

Pattern language design

provide rest spots near community centers

Hypathesiz

sat rast spats naar tha cultural/cemenunity centar, alomng 1hs
street/nearky the park. [t helps= {0 improve security and activate
OpeEN SPACEE.

Practical implication

- presice arganeed 30308 e peonls SSitng Inlne o smaking
- I corweniset for gecp s b build coarestiars n pubic soace
Intrecuce community czrtzrs fram the neichaorhaee to the pualic)

Empower local NGOs

Hypothesis

Suppert cultural service centers with meney, and participate in activities
held by them. This help builds the cohesion of the community.

Practical i

- Participate the art and cultural activities such as exhibitions,
and use the lounge and Lbrary of GOETHE Instilue often.

- Help Pauluskerk with the management of the public center,
and share the food of local restaurants for charity use.

- Invest money in local cultural service centers for them Lo
conduct activities for the community.

Diversify shop function& services

Hypothesis

To adapt te the change of Chinese consumers, provide diversify
functions and dense shops of Chinatown

Immmmmmuamm

- Increase the flavour of Chinese restaurants, such as Sichuan
Food, Yunan food, elc.

- Increase the entertainment function cater to young generation,
such as Karaoke. board game house, pop-up stores etc.

- Increase intensification of commercial shops along Chinatown

Connected with: 0S4, 0S5, 0S9, 0S1, 0S12, CD1, CD3, CD&, COT




Community gardens for co-maintenance

Hypethasis

St gardersfarming thet be takoen care of by the whole
community

Practiea wnplication

Eduratonal cormers fior the comrmunity chiloras
Saif- auffioent ngnodentfarmengs o Chiraooen restouranssy
bars

- Co-oreale the parigar den bo sl el w=illors

Connactod with: £6, O, C15, 34, €, 052, 0S8, 057, D58

Drgandzi el e tivilies wilh [ i FeY]
Comumanity centers to atiract public viesbors with the same
imberesis.

Fractical mmpliction

Pexpuiarky condert theree actwnoes bodh nesdie and svt=rde 2t
POl SEaoes
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& by of Callwl =hocetor

Combicnial witic Ol CTL D5Z 054 057 0SE 0SIL OO CO0 CDE CDT. 008

- Facilities with culture elements

Prachcal wngbcation

—altera srdprirss in Fark
Lol . speies

Connected with: CIZ, OS], 053, 0SE, CO&, COS

. Regularly conduct of cultural activities

Hypoth

Ine s (ke freguancy of halding culbural acliviliss, and make it
on agenda,

Fractical implication

- s Lhe aark and puslic spece for monthy caltael markels
Pt th caltaral festivals on thz agenda

Comnacted with: Cik, CI7, CIE, 052, 054, 05T, 058, 0512, COT,
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Stakeholder workshop

The first stakeholder workshop was held at Goethe Institute Rotterdam from
9.30 am to 12 pm on January 17th. Goethe Institue is a cultural institute located
in Chinatown. It holds the position of the third party opening to all cultures and
a community center.

There were 11 participants in total. Three NGOs, three Chinese shop managers,
one representative of the elder Chinese generation, one representative of
Rotterdam municipality, two assistants, and one host.

The stakeholder workshop involves participatory urban design for Chinatown
with pattern language, policy introduction of Rotterdam city toward Chinatown
area, and the history storytelling from the representative of the elder Chinese
representative.

At the end of this workshop, each participant was given an evaluation sheet
for this workshop. Everyone's feedback was positive and they would like to be
continuously involved in such a community development project.
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island 2

pattern sample board

The participant has separated into two group island. group
one is the Chinese community island where there are
Chinese shop managers, Chinatown Chinese landowners, and
representatives of the elderly Chinese generation. They second
group is the public sector and civil society island, where there
are Paulusker, Goethe Insitute, representatives of Chinatown
social housing, and representatives of the municipality.

Each island is asked to finish its design tasks within the group
independently standing on its groud. The assistant translates their
design drawings to the Miro board at the same time to overlap their
ideas together. This aims to figure out the most controversial spots. And
these spots were openly discussed by both groups to explore a common

vision together.
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Stakeholder workshop

B 1. choose the patterns you want to use
_— 2. Circle/ point the area with your color pen
3. write the number of the pattern beside your circle/point areas
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There were two gaming rounds in total. The first round was with social
and economic context, the second round was with spatial context. All the
patterns can be used in both game rounds. And it can be used more than one
time. The participants first could think of one ideal image for Chinatown and
played the pattern card to reach this ideal scene (the following image gave
the example).

Secondly, they were required to put this ideal scene in a concrete location in
Chinatown. They either circled the area or pointed out the specific location.
Each participant was given different colors and for each round, they were
given pens with a different texture.

They need to communicate within the island group to align with one ideal
scene in Chinatown, and they will decide to send one representative of one
group to present their results. This was already the process of community
development.



Different representative
parties will be given different
color pens. They would consult
with the group and, once they
knew each other's opinions
and there was no conflict of
opinion, they used the color
pens to outline the areas
where they wanted to execute
the pattern cards. Based
on the maps they drew, the
areas of interest were highly
overlapping.

After each of the two groups
has completed their maps,
there will be an open sharing
and discussion of the
strategies that each group
has finally developed. The
two groups, representing
the Chinese community and
the local community, will
understand that the needs
of the urban space are
different but can be agreed
upon through communication,
when interpreted from the
perspective of different social
actors.

In addition, the author invited the representative
of the first-generation Chinese to share his
peronal family stories of living in the Netherlands.
Government representatives were invited to share
the impact of urban planning on Chinatown. On
the follow-up feedback, participants found such
sharing meaningful.
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Shopowner
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Drawings from Workshop

These are the hand-drawing translation from involved stakeholders in the
workshop. The solid lines represent social and economic vision, and the dotted lines
represent spatial vision. The upper map was drawn by the Chinese community and
the other one was drawn by local NGOs and the municipality of Rotterdam.




Public Sector
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Visions from Chinese community
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Cultural elements

Cultural elements
wish to be added at
the start and the end
of West-Kruiskade,
and at oude Westen
Park to strengthen
the symbolization df
Chiantwon.

Rotterdam Central Station 4

t

Function and service
diversification

Diversifying functions and Restricting drug-taking or
services of the underused smoking to improve the
space, and activating space quality for public
facade of the streets will is important to increase
be an neccessary action the secruity of Chinatown,
to attract more Chinatown especially at night. The
visitors. focus area should be

Oude-Westen Park and

streets near Pauluskerk.

t

Space quality
improvement

Ouden Wester Park

Empty House Acitvation

Activation for |
space usc¢

The active use of empty
house for holding cultural
or theme activities along
the open streets and of
Westersingel and West-
Kruiskade is required

Oude westen

expected to be m
for public and v
for all-culture us

Westersingel
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Connection with centrum

Improving the walkability
of the road connecting
with centrum area helps
Chinatown to welcome
more visitors.

Beurs

Scattered Chinese
communities in centrum

Expanding the network
of Chinese entreprenuer
community is desired for
carrying bigger economic
capacity.

CONCLUSION

From Chinese community design results,
it demonstrates a clear signal to enhance
the Chinese community in Chinatown.
They want to activate public space
for cultural use and connection with
centrum to draw public attention toward
the Chinese community. It not only
strengthens the cultural identity as well
as adds value for Chinese entrepreneurs.
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Visions from NGOs and municipality Rotterdam

Sencvate strest tagade 0S4

Imprave the space quality 21 night

i

W ow

5

Street quality
improvement

Improve the street quality
of the West-Kruiskade till
the area of Pauluskerk.
This aims to improve the
walkability of the street
and make a all-people
friendly district.

g

Rotterdam Central Station

055, 05T, 059, DSTL BSIL D4, £06. €K

Slow mobility

Echoing with the
masterplan of
municipality Rotterdam,
to make the area more
comfortable and easy for
walking, the speed of the
cars will be limited and
pedstrains use will be
promoted.

Ouden Wéster Park I

Esrracted st 05, 054, 51, BY, SEIE, 5, 512 O, Cl6. D46, 210

t

space renovation

Renovating the space
quality with improve the
building facade or public
infrastructure in order
to improve the security
and atmospher of the
area and welcome more
visitors.

NGOs empowerment

NGOs in or surround
Chinatown, especially
cultural and community-
based ones are expected
to be empowered and
present more in public
life.

Westersingel

(R
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Activation for public
space use

The space quality of
Oude westen park and
Westersingel are paid
particularly attention.
They are supposed to be
used more frequently.

NGOs network
connection

NGOs have a strong
desire to allign together
to build a close network,
have more cooperations
and contribute more
to local community
developemtn

Beurs

CONCLUSION

The local community's need for
Chinatown does not have specific cultural
attributes, but is more concerned with
links to resources and links between the
community and downtown. These non-
governmental organizations want local
institutions to connect more closely and
form community networks. For urban
needs, they want to be more walkable.
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Big Vision map
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter has examined the
findings of the preliminary research and the
outcomes of the community workshop, shedding
light on the two key strategies that require
significant attention in the development of
Chinatown in Rotterdam: connectivity and the
complementarity of physical space and culture.
The north-south orientation of the boulevards in
the Kruisplein and Westersingel areas, as well
as the city center, underscores the need for an
east-west urban connection to better integrate
Chinatown with the rest of the city.

The current site analysis reveals that barriers to
the walking experience, such as the motorway in
Westsingel and the intersection between Kruisplein
and Westersingel, hinder east-west connectivity
within the city. Moreover, the prevalence of private
office and residential buildings, along with vacant
houses along Westersingel, acts as a deterrent,
effectively creating a wall and limiting the
presence of commercial stores in the Chinatown
neighborhood. Consequently, this diminishes the
desire of visitors to spend money in the area.

Beyond the lack of east-west spatial connectivity,
it is evident that the Chinatown community
requires stronger connections with the local Dutch
community. The community workshop revealed the
Chinese community's desire for increased visibility
and visitor engagement. Suggestions were made
to incorporate Chinese cultural decorations,
symbols, and organize events. Local non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) expressed
their openness to cultivating a culturally diverse
environment and fostering connections with
various communities.

Based on the aforementioned results, the
proposed vision centers around enhancing the
connection between culture and urban space,
whereby culture can effectively utilize the urban
space to showcase its manifestations, while
activating cultural resources and establishing
deeper connections with the Chinese community.
This strategic approach will be pivotal in
guiding the subsequent experimental design

phase. The border area, where Chinatown and
the Rotterdam city center converge, will be of
particular importance in implementing the spatial
interventions.

In conclusion, this chapter has outlined a
comprehensive vision for strengthening
connectivity and cultural complementarity in
Chinatown, Rotterdam. By addressing the lack
of east-west spatial connectivity and nurturing
connections between the Chinese community and
the local Dutch community, the proposed strategy
aims to create a more vibrant and inclusive urban
environment. The subsequent chapter will delve
into the specific spatial implementation strategies,
focusing on the border area between Chinatown
and the city center, and how these interventions
can effectively enhance the desired outcomes of
connectivity and cultural complementarity.
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Chapter 5

Spot spatial analysis
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Historical development

Looking back at the historical development of Rotterdam's Chinatown, it
is situated at the border of the downtown area of Rotterdam's inner city,
specifically along the dike on Westersingel. Before the events of May 4th,
1940, when the Bombardment of Rotterdam occurred, the area primarily
consisted of residential houses.

The Bombardment of Rotterdam was a significant event that completely
changed the masterplan of the inner city((ateryna, 2022). The destruction
caused by the bombing led to a reconstruction effort heavily influenced by
modernist urban planning principles. The new plan aimed to divide urban
blocks into single-functional zones, with a strong emphasis on commercial
potential. As a result, the residential areas were relocated to the suburbs,
and the focus shifted towards creating a dynamic commercial center.

Following the completion of primary commercial buildings in 1968, the
development of cultural services and public infrastructure, such as
pedestrian-friendly amenities and green spaces, became a priority to
complete the urban system. This phase aimed to enhance the livability and
functionality of the city, providing its residents with a comprehensive range
of amenities(Kateryna, 2022).

By 2008, the urban structure of Rotterdam had largely taken shape and
closely resembled the city's current layout. The focus on commercial
development, combined with the establishment of cultural and public
facilities, resulted in a more integrated and functional urban environment.

However, throughout this transformation process, the historical location
of Chinatown alongWestersingel retained its residential character. As the
city embraced modernist ideals, the area did not experience significant
commercial development, and its potential as a vibrant cultural hub was not
fully realized.

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the importance of
cultural diversity and the need to foster connections between communities.
This awareness has prompted a reevaluation of the urban development
strategies in Rotterdam, including the revitalization and activation of areas
such as Chinatown.

Efforts to enhance connectivity, both spatially and culturally, are now being
prioritized. Recognizing the historical significance of Chinatown's location
and its potential as a cultural hotspot, there is an opportunity to reimagine
the area and create a more vibrant and inclusive urban space. By leveraging
the existing cultural resources, incorporating Chinese cultural symbols,
organizing events, and fostering connections with different communities,
Chinatown can become a thriving center that celebrates Rotterdam's
multicultural identity.

In conclusion, the historical development of Rotterdam's Chinatown has been
influenced by the events of the Bombardment of Rotterdam and subsequent
urban planning efforts. While the city's urban structure has evolved over
time, Chinatown has largely retained its residential character. However, with
the renewed focus on connectivity and cultural complementarity, there is an
opportunity to transform Chinatown into a vibrant cultural hub that enriches
the urban fabric of Rotterdam.
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Function Analysis

Shops and Offices

Most of the stores and offices are in the
center of Rotterdam, along the Westersingal
and Nieuwe Binnenweg. They are also well
connected by foot, smoothly or in areas
where motor vehicles are prohibited.

Public buildings and resturants

The restaurants and public services are

N ¢ evenly distributed in the main area, even

more densely in the West-Kruiskade area.

P . The restaurant and public service spaces

®- t 1 = are relatively the most open, they do not

= pick and choose their clientele, they have no

" E X \3 position, and they welcome all visitors. They

AN are also the places in Chinatown that have

g ® the most potential to be transformed into
- <7t § B community spaces.

Residential buildings

The residential area is obviously mostly

located on the West-Kruiskade side, and the

border area between the commercial and

residential areas is along the Westersingel,

which is also the main focus of the
transforming Chinatown.

Shops
| Residential buildings
Public buildings

I Restaurants

Offices
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Connectness

I Pedestrain dominant

I Sidewalk
Footpath

This is the pedestrianized
access to the city center
of Rotterdam. The darkest
is the pedestrian-
dominated space,
followed by the sidewalk,
and the lightest pink is the
footpath. the axis starting
at Rotterdam Central
Station is the most
obvious dividing line. The
eastern side of Rotterdam
city center is almost
occupied by pedestrian-
dominated spaces and
easy access to open
spaces. On the west side,
West- Kruiskade, which is
almost entirely footpath.
It is worth mentioning
that the pedestrian paths
near the public green

areas are also intentionally emphasized. This is not only related to the function of the building but also to
the planning and positioning of the area.

In the urban scale plan of Rotterdam, Chinatown is located on the important green axis of Rotterdam, the
continuation of Westersingel will be connected to the museum district, and the large urban public green

area of Het Park extends to
the waterfront. This means
that the public space and
cultural attributes of the
green axis are closely
linked and have the
potential to serve a public
function.

In addition to this, the old
Chinatown is located after
the crossing bridge, and
according to the city's 2040
plan, Katendrechtd will also
become part of Rotterdam's
city center, with the
possibility of a connection
to the current Chinatown.

A\
crine®"

0 250 500m
[

103



Chapter 6

Concept Production
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In this project, the city is seen as a large community
composing of different communities. The urban space
provides the physical realm for the community to
produce. Urban design uses space as a medium to build
bridges for different communities to communicate and
intermingle. In return, the community also allows the
city to be better knitted together.
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Concept production

In this project, a series of three steps has been defined
to achieve the goal of cultural integration, which includes
objectively showcasing cultural identities, facilitating
communication, promoting cultural interaction, and ultimately
fostering culture transformation and integration. Within the
context of globalization, this approach has the potential to
benefit the international society by enhancing cross-cultural
collaborations and creating a more inclusive and harmonious
environment.

The first step, objectively showcasing cultural identities,
allows different Chinese communities to confidently express
their unique cultural heritage. The project emphasizes that
cultural integration does not require the Chinese community
to conform or cater to the Dutch society. Instead, it
encourages the Chinese community to present their cultural
identity objectively, attracting those who appreciate and value
cultural diversities. The Chinese community encompasses
a broad range of differences, including generational gaps
and diverse interests. While the first generation of Chinese
immigrants focused primarily on basic survival in the 20th
century, the current Chinese community is more diverse,
encompassing various professions and industries.

After showcasing and acknowledging the cultural differences
within the Chinese community, as well as between the Chinese
and local communities, a platform for open and constructive
dialogue is needed. This facilitates the exchange of opinions
and creates opportunities for mutual understanding. Engaging
in conversation allows for the elimination of cultural biases
and stereotypes. The presence of a facilitator can further
enhance interaction and communication. Tools such as
manifestos, interactive installations, and community festivals
can serve as mediums to promote dialogue and engagement.

By fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of
diverse cultures, cultural biases and stereotypes can be
overcome. This enables the transformation of society into a
hyper-diverse environment that adapts to cultural changes.
Additionally, it contributes to urban regeneration by fostering
social cohesion and promoting a sense of shared identity and
belonging.

Overall, this project's approach to cultural integration
encompasses a series of carefully designed steps that
promote objectivity, communication, understanding, and
transformation. By embracing and celebrating cultural
diversity, societies can navigate the challenges of
globalization, fostering collaboration and harmony among
different cultural groups.

1. Objective display with
different generation

Qe
3

2. Communication between
different groups based on
territorialized context

%

3. understanding facilitation,
stereotype reduction

O

4. Culture regeneration



Reasons of holding a public event

Next Stop.
LChinatown

i
{¥170%

The stakeholder workshop resulted in the
development of a future Chinatown vision by
participants from the local Chinatown community.
However, in order to determine the validation of this
vision by the broader Chinese community and Dutch
society, the author proposes the implementation
of a temporary public event as a means to test
the viability of the blueprint. This one-day public
event will embody the outcomes of the workshop
and serve as a dynamic platform to showcase the
results, while also fostering connections with the
wider Chinese community and Dutch society. The
event will be evaluated to assess the effectiveness
of this approach.

May

2023

Named "Next Stop, Chinatown" the public vision
day signifies the transformation of the Chinese
community and its openness to building connections
with society at large.

Drawing upon the insights gathered from the
community workshop, "Next Stop, Chinatown" seeks
to explore the potential of Chinatown as a cultural
symbol. It involves the creation of a customized

Chinatown tour route that reflects the shared
design vision derived from the workshop. The
objective is to connect Rotterdam's Chinatown with
the city center and its neighboring areas. Four
key geographical spaces have been selected for
this purpose: Mauritsplaats, Westersingel, Goethe
Institut, and Wijkpark Oude Westen. By integrating
the theme of cultural integration, this Chinatown
route aims to establish an east-west connection,
promoting cohesion and inclusivity.

Through the realization of the "Next Stop,
Chinatown" public event, the project seeks to bridge
the gap between the envisioned future landscape
of Chinatown and its acceptance by a broader
audience. By showcasing the tangible embodiment
of the workshop outcomes and actively engaging
with the wider Chinese community and Dutch
society, the event aims to foster a sense of
belonging and facilitate connections among diverse
stakeholders. The evaluation process will play a
crucial role in assessing the effectiveness of this
approach, providing valuable insights for further
refinement and improvement.
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Site selection

"Next stop, Chinatown" chose the connecting bonds between Rotterdam centrum, Chinatown and
West Kruiskade as the experiemental route. It will cross through Maritsuweg in front of Paulusker,
Westersingelbrug, Westersingel, through the groud floor of Goethe Institut Rotterdam till Wijk Park Westen.

Open space in front of Paulusker is a important connecting bond between Rotterdam shopping center to
Chinatown. It currently a backstreet and mainly used for bike parking. It is potential to be rest spot for the
audinences of Pauluskerk, as well as activate the connection between two districts.

Westersingelbrug and Westersingel is located at the south-northen green axis of Rotterdam, which is one
of the primary public green lands and for leisure use.

The Goethe-Institut is currently a semi-open cultural space. Their ground floor gallery-like space is mainly

used for public use, a meeting room, and
4 open art studios.

The garden at the back currently serves
the local community.

Currently, the community park and
Goethe's backstreet are separated by a
private backstreet, so there is no direct
connection. But this practice tries to lead
S people to understand the connectivity
§) of these spaces and to influence the
perception and use of space.

Westersingel

"The Westersingel in Rotterdam is a meandering
watercourse that is part of a linear park-like structure

that was constructed around the city of Rotterdam in the
nineteenth century. The Dutch word 'singel' is associated with
'msingelen’ (to surround or encircle) and was first used for
a canal or road around a city, village or stronghold.In many
cities, these old canals often crescent-shaped -that began
as part of the strongholds were transformed into urban
promenades and boulevardsin the nineteenth century.Tne
combination of a footpath on the higher earthwork walls, the
meandering watercourse of the crescent canal and the view
of the surrounding landscape became characteristic of the
nineteenth-century singel canal.

The Westersingel is part ofthe Rotterdam Water Project, a
nice example of this. Attempts were madeto give the route
the same typical features as the transformed crescent canals
of the strongholdsThe Rotterdam canal has an asymmetric
profileon the outside ofthe meandering drainage canalis a
dyke with the roadway and footpath on top.the singel canal. A
gently sloping grass bank is characteristic of all these singel
canals: it allows them to store a large amount of water in
times of extreme rainfall. Over time, the word singel foran
urban canal, often crescent-shaped, became increasingly :
associated with water and greenery and the original meaning  westersingel. Roterdam
of encirclement faded” e e en o oy

page 246, "Urbanism Fundamentals and Prospects" Meyer.

Westrik & Hoekstra. (2020).
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Selected site analysis

This profile explains the spatial relationships and existing ground pavements along
the designed routes. The cluttered paving materials, the different directions of traffic
flow, and the enclosed ground floor space are the most important factors affecting
the coherence of the walking experience.
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Spatial Translation

Oude Westen Park lounge

Goethe Institute

culture display .
communication lounge TN

Pauluskerk

Mauritsplaats lounge

West-Kruiskade I Centrum

Culture Display

The public's perception of Chinatown is often rooted share their individual experiences and narratives,
in the 1970s and 1980s, characterized by dominant offering diverse insights into the evolving identity of
Chinese symbols and performances associated the Chinese community in the Netherlands within
with the first generation of Chinese immigrants the context of globalization.

in the Netherlands. However, with the passage of

time and the increasing diversity within the Chinese

community, it is essential to update this perspective.

The Culture Display theme invites three groups of

Chinese immigrants from different generations to

112



Communication Lounge

Recognizing the richness and complexity of the
Chinese community, there is a genuine desire
to foster understanding and communication. To
facilitate this, the concept of a Communication
Lounge is proposed, utilizing the underutilized
corners and backstreets within Chinatown. These
overlooked spaces possess significant potential
for activation and can serve as hubs for community
engagement and connection-building. The

Manifestation Playground

Once mutual understanding has been established,
it is crucial to cultivate long-term connections
through ongoing interactions. To serve this purpose,
the Manifestation Playground theme is introduced.
This theme incorporates various forms of media
that embody culture and arts, offering enjoyable and
engaging experiences for individuals. By providing
a platform for shared creative expression and
exploration, the Manifestation Playground facilitates

Communication Lounge provides opportunities for
individuals to come together, exchange ideas, and
forge meaningful connections in an informal and
relaxed setting

the discovery of common ground among diverse
participants, fostering deeper connections and
promoting a sense of unity.
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Conclusion

This section focuses on the transition from a conceptual
project to a grounded experiment by developing a narrative
story line. It explores the rationale behind selecting a
specific spatial and activity theme based on the local case of
Chinatown. Furthermore, it provides a detailed analysis of the
current state of the site to enrich the overall experience of the
forthcoming field experiment. By enhancing the completeness
of the site analysis, this chapter sets the foundation for the
subsequent chapters, which delve into the discussion and
implementation of the field experiment.
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chapter 7

Vision Day Construction
& performance
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The most critical stage of this project revolves around testing the
effectiveness of the participatory design results through real-life
experimentation. This approach involves implementing the design proposals
generated during the participatory process through a one-day public event.
The primary objective of this proposed design is to optimize the utilization of
open spaces, strengthen connections along the selected routes, and bolster
the cultural functions of the area. These key concepts serve as guiding
principles, providing a framework for interested platforms and institutions to
collaborate in creating a transformative experience for the selected location.
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Project Direction

This course delves into the role of the urban designer as a coordinator, tasked
with bridging the collaboration between different stakeholders, including
the public sector, private sector, civil societies, and individuals. The project
fosters an environment that encourages all these entities to contribute to
community building and foster a sense of cohesion. As the coordinator, the
project director assumes multiple roles, including that of a manager, curator,
designer, operator, and investor.

The preparation for this project encompasses the simultaneous development
of five key sectors: team building, curation and design, public relationship
building, site reservation, and final implementation. These sectors operate
in tandem, with significant overlap in their respective timeframes. The
comprehensive timeline for the project spans a total of four months, during
which these sectors progress in parallel, ensuring a cohesive and efficient
process.

By meticulously planning and implementing these five sectors in a coordinated
manner, the project aims to achieve its goals of fostering community
engagement, enhancing connectivity, and empowering the cultural functions
of the area. Through participatory design and real-life experimentation, the
project seeks to create a transformative urban experience that reflects
the aspirations and desires of the community while fostering a sense of
ownership and pride

CHAXART

January 2nd

Content supp
from David Ze
February 26tt

open public account
on Instagram
January 14th

February 13rd
Contact the Official o
West-Kruiskade



Spring Onion Klinkenberg Studio 26 volunteer
Atelier+GrowithU March 30th teambuilding
March 19th April 13rd - April 29th

Team Building

Content support from artists

April 3rd
ort Spring Onion Atelier+Grow- GrowithU+Spring Onion Atelier+
e ith U+ CHAXART Klinkenberg Studio
| idea proposal Design proposal final version
March 26th April 9rd

T e e curation and Design

Visual design proposal Promote on Wexin
March 22nd public account
April 29th

N ) IR Public Relationships

Site Reservation

March 15th .
spatial support permis- April Tist April 24nd

f sion with Goethe Permission for Permission of public
Institut public event space use

Final Implementation
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Project Direction

Team Building

Figure

Tour guide to the proposed
performance site of
Breytenbachboom at
Chinatown, for sake of
enhancing the place
attachment between
participated creators and
the place.

Figure
Working with the co-creative designer to work ot
the exact dimensions of the street furniture

Figure

A project pitch
to the partner
platform, and
promote the
significance
of community
development.

Figure

The weekly meetings |
platforms and institute
inspiration for each ot

Curation and Design

This sector focuses on assembling a diverse and capable team comprising This sector involves refining the des

professionals from various disciplines s

uch as urban design, architecture, participatory process, translating the

event curation, and environmental physchology. Building a cohesive team is  they align with the project's objectives

essential for successful project execution.

with stakeholders and experts to devel



Frame 1

Figure

Work with the graphic
designers to design

a systematic visual
language for the public
communication.

ring together different engaged
s to communicate ideas and create
her

ign proposals generated through the
m into actionable plans, and ensuring
. The design team collaborates closely
op detailed design strategies.

- o ‘ Figure
Next StQp, };EE‘A ity Walk The final;ver:t ;:ostert
: 1 o ZEMEE oupepipen USes gradient elements
thlnat(dwn {ijﬁ P and light colors to
Instagram @chmatown.r.’comm o convey the theme of
- - B "transformation” and
. S el "vitality".
T l :{ S
Y , 1pm-7pm
\‘/“’ sthMay
2023

: S

Location: =
Rotterdam 7
Chinatown

Public Relationship Building

Establishing strong relationships with the public, local communities, NGOs,
and other relevant organizations is crucial for garnering support and
involvement. This sector focuses on effective communication, community
outreach, and stakeholder engagement.
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Project Direction

Each board Overall benches
material: wooden board material: wooden construction
length:1200mm length:5000mm
width:12mm width: 5000mm

height:2000mm

height: less than 600mm

Figure
When applying for a site permit
from the regional manager and the

government, it was required to provide

the exact locations, the dimensions
of the intervention installations, the

precise time period of the intervention,

and reference pictures.

weight: around 30kg weight: around 270kg

% Gemeente Rotterdam

Aan: de heer / meviouw Z. Xu

Van:team Overige Vergumingen
Afdeling: Boun-en Woningioezichl

Telefoon: 14010

Email: but cvergevergumingen@rotierdam.l

Ons kenmerk: 2519112023
Aantalbilage (n): 3

Fi g u re Datum: 24 apeil 2023
On April 24, 2023, Next stop Chinatown et e o 2 30
obtained official government permission

In antwoord op uw verzoek d.d. 13 april 2023, deel ik u mede, dat er ingevolgde artikel 2:10
van de Algemene Plaatselijke Verordening van Rotterdam een vergunning verleend wordt

documents. These documents provided oo
. . . . . liviteif Een proefproj te
specific instructions and highlighted rbinden me Roterdam en Cinaow doot
. . . . . Datum n) activiteit: 5 mei 2023 om 09:30 Ym 19:00
|mportant considerations pertammg to Locatie activiteit: Verschillende locaties in het centrum.
Ik behoud mij te allen ti r om op grond veiligheid

rights and responsibilities of holding the

alsnog gunning in te trekken c.q,
vergunning te verbinden

public event. PR ———————
orschriften van

andere wel- en regeigeving onverlet.

Tevens wils ik u erop, dat u aansprakeliik bent voor alie schade die door het gebruik van deze
o van anderen mocht

lande activiteit. Ten overvioede

iger

informat .l van de
Zie voor meer informatie: www.rijnmondveilig.nl

Het college van burgemeester en wethouders van de gemeente Rotterdam,

ze,
clusterdirecteur Stadsontwikkeling,
deze,

drs. AF.C.M. Mulder
afdelingshoofd Bouw- en Woningtoezicht
“Dit document is digitaal opgesteld en daarom iet ondertekend.

Site Reservation

Securing the necessary permits and permissions for utilizing the selected
location is paramount. This sector involves liaising with the relevant
authorities, negotiating agreements, and acquiring the necessary paperwork
to ensure the smooth implementation of the project.
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Figure

33 volunteers were recruited
to help set up the exhibit on
the day of the "Next stop,
Chinatown".

Image credt to Fina Zhao

Final Implementation

This sector encompasses the execution of the project plan. It involves
logistical coordination, resource allocation, event management, and
overseeing the overall implementation process. The project director assumes
a pivotal role in ensuring effective collaboration and synchronization among
all stakeholders involved.
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Social network building

In this project, the Author, XU Ziqi serves as the sole initiator, driving its
development by reaching out to various individuals, platforms, and institutes
through both in-person and online interactions. This process has led to the
formation of new networks directly related to the project, as well as the
stimulation of existing personal networks. Zigi occupies a central position within
this social network, as depicted in the graphic, showcasing the complexity of the
connections involved.

In the graphic, the size of each square represents the level of engagement and
activity exhibited by the respective stakeholders in the project. Larger squares
indicate more frequent participation, significant contributions of ideas, or a
higher number of social connections facilitated. The color-coding reflects the
community to which the participants belong. Green represents the Chinese
community based in the Netherlands, pink represents the Rotterdam Chinatown
community, and blue represents Dutch society. If a stakeholder belongs to
multiple communities, the priority is given to the Chinatown community,
followed by the Chinese community, and then the Dutch society.

The right side of the graphic illustrates the connections established during
the preparation phase for the stakeholder workshop. These initial connections
are primarily formed with NGOs providing public or cultural services, as well
as entrepreneurs operating businesses in Rotterdam Chinatown. Solid lines
indicate connections developed as a result of this project, while dotted lines
represent pre-existing connections that were not influenced by the project. The
yellow dashed lines depict newly formed connections that emerged due to the
influence of this project.

In this context, the Goethe Institute, a German cultural institute located in
the heart of Rotterdam Chinatown, emerges as the most active participant
throughout the project. The institute plays a significant role by issuing open
calls for artists, designers, and researchers, demonstrating their recognition
of the cultural and social significance of the project and Zigi's motivation. They
provide spatial support and unconditional promotion through media channels.
The Goethe Institute's open-minded approach, neutral stance, and well-
equipped physical spaces deeply resonate with Zigi, leading her to select them
as the primary partner for this project.

Wah Nam Hong, a Chinese supermarket in Rotterdam Chinatown, also plays a
crucial role during the initial stage of the project. As one of the earliest Chinese
entrepreneurs in the current Chinatown area, Wah Nam Hong not only owns
local properties but also maintains connections with surrounding Chinese
shops and the Dutch society. The area has previously undergone renovation
guided by the Rotterdam municipality and the local community. As a result,
Wah Nam Hong's manager, who serves as a leader among local Chinese
entrepreneurs and landowners, has established connections with government
officials and social housing companies. Through their introduction, Zigi has
been able to establish connections with Rotterdam municipality officials, local
administrators, and social housing managers.

On the left side of the graphic, the connections were primarily established after
the stakeholder workshop in preparation for the public event day, "Next stop,
Chinatown." These connections were facilitated through Chii's extensive network
within the culture, art, and architecture circles, where she actively engages in
her daily life. Chii approached various platforms within these circles, presenting
the project along with the research results from the stakeholder workshop and
expressing her personal passion for the project.

The stakeholders she engaged with
the Chinese community who have e:
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response from these platforms durir
positive. The feedback shared a comm
community with stronger connections
which provides physical space, live c
society, served as a particularly att
institutes. While they provided positiy
it was challenging to find a team wit
such a non-profit project.

Additionally, there were other net\
group for the stakeholder workshop
connections from TU Delft and or
invested in community development
development of overseas Chinese con

Spac
atelie
Chine
in R
Founders of
Chinese the Chinese
participatory < service
designer Cl:::‘s'::’:‘l:sls
platform .
Netherlands
A
3rd
| generation
| Chinese
| indepedent
artists
A
S N
~

Asian Film <
Festival



“mainly consisted of individuals from
stablished careers in the Netherlands,
rvices, academia, and architecture. The
1g the pitch stage was overwhelmingly
on desire to see a transformed Chinese
. The practical nature of the experiment,
ooperation, and exposure within Dutch
-active aspect for these platforms and
e ideas and offered emotional support,
h the financial capacity to fully support

vorks involved apart from the action
and event day. These networks included
1line Chinese communities that are
methodologies, urban design, and the

munities.
S Chinese Chinatown  Dutch
T community community  society
v TN
e design /’/ \ \\\
r held by R R R h
se based < 7 R h
tterdam J AR :
--------- FARRRREES v .
., Volunteers ~ ‘

_____.._.__.------&---:1“_~ -~ of Next stop,

Chinatown ey ‘\‘

. Manager of 7 ’ |
. art gallery ((- S ';,’— - T T '
o heldby < S v

Chinese \ Vs

Chinese S T R A
architectsSur- oemenosi) = Living resident
_ . - banists based in P ocial madis | Neststop RS from _—
. .
Qe ettans Qpaton Katendrecht(old
Chinatown)

125



126

Social network building

The graph beside illustrates the occasions where these connections were
first established. The color scheme represents different types of spaces:
green represents Chinese dominant/owned spaces, pink represents third-
party or cultural spaces without a specified cultural affiliation, such as the
Goethe Institute or Film Festival, and blue represents Dutch dominant/
owned spaces. In contrast to the first graph, this graph does not indicate a
complete separation of conversations based on cultural dominance, where
Chinese conversations solely occur in Chinese dominant spaces and Dutch
conversations solely occur in Dutch dominant spaces.

The involvement of third-party spaces plays a vital and dynamic role in
fostering these connections, aligning with Chii's intentions. When participants
find themselves in an unfamiliar environment, they tend to show more respect
and pay greater attention. Furthermore, third-party spaces do not impose a
strong cultural statement, alleviating any pressure or resistance participants
might feel. This aspect is particularly significant when considering the diversity
within the Chinese community, where different generations may be sensitive to
other groups and establish clear boundaries. Third-party spaces can help blur
these boundaries and ease defensiveness.

Overall, the graph demonstrates that third-party spaces serve as catalysts for
connection building. By creating an inclusive and neutral environment, these
spaces encourage dialogue, mutual understanding, and cooperation among
participants from different cultural backgrounds.

Reflection

Upon reflection, it is important to acknowledge that the project has created
lasting connections that can continue to thrive even without the central role
of Zigi as a connection hub. These stakeholders have the potential to step
forward and become new initiators, fostering additional connections, activating
existing ones, and empowering the community. This is in line with the project's
ultimate goal, which is to cultivate the self-organizing capability of the Chinese
community, enabling them to learn, strengthen their sense of belonging, and
foster a stronger community bond.

By nurturing a network of stakeholders who are actively engaged in the
project, there is a greater likelihood of sustained collaboration and collective
action. These stakeholders, who have been inspired and motivated by the
project, possess the capacity to take on leadership roles and drive further
community development initiatives. With their newfound connections and
shared objectives, they can continue to build bridges, facilitate dialogue, and
create a sense of belonging within the Chinese community.

The long-term impact of the project lies in its ability to instill a sense of agency
and empowerment within the community. As stakeholders take on active roles
as initiators and connectors, they not only contribute to the growth and vitality
of the community but also inspire others to participate and take ownership of
their cultural identity. This self-organizing capability fosters a stronger sense
of belonging, social cohesion, and collective pride.

It is through this ripple effect of connections and empowerment that the
project can truly leave a lasting impact. By nurturing a network of motivated
stakeholders who are passionate about community development, the project
can create a self-sustaining cycle of growth, engagement, and cultural
integration within the Chinese community and with Dutch society.
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Event Curation

Finally the route cross from Mauritsplaats , through the river bank of
Westersingel and ground floor of Goethe Institute, finally reach the Oude
Westen Park. The whole route follows 3 theme which are, Culture Display,
Community Lounge and Manifestation Playground. 4 spatial spots, Sunits
and 7 cultural installations are projected to provide a rich city walk
experiences with cutlure as rhythems for visitors.

@ City Sofa
@.1. Culture Wall

®. Migrating Flavours

B Communication lounge I
® Culture display
B Manifestation playground



Rotterdam Central Station

.................... J ® ®

Goethe-Institut

Wijkpark Oude Westen

f—f\_,‘,‘?f’l’.‘.» Theatre Square

A

\aats
30m
Taihu Restuarant

Mauritgg

®. Ping Pong Playground

@:.2. Generation Insights

@.2. Culture Wall

@.1. Generation Insights
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Event Content

naplast® - 00m, Theatre Square

The City Sofa was co-designed by Lysander
Kinlenberg, an architect who specializes in street
furniture and the author. They abstracted the road map
of Chinatown tour into the shape of public seating,
and deliberately designed it in different heights to
facilitate people of different cultural backgrounds and
ages to use the space and communicate with people
here comfortably. The installation will also be used to
test the impact of the public seating design on human
behavior in public space.
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Event Content

Rotterdam Central Station
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mauritspl22\® 100, Theatre Square

Taihu Restuarant

David Zee Xu is a second generation immigrant. His
grandfather was one of the first seafarers to arrive
in Katendrecht's Rotterdam Chinatown.

Growing up, David Zee alternately felt confused
and certain about his identity. With the decline of
Katendrecht and the dissipation of the Chinese
community after the war, David Zee began
researching the history of Chinese immigrants

at the age of 18 and compiled a large collection

of family photos, household items used by family
members, and documents related to Chinese
culture.

Fenmei Hu was born in 1980 in the village of

Yuhu, Wenzhou. When she was 9 years old, she
immigrated to the Netherlands with her parents.
Yuhu Village is a very typical immigrant village in
Zhejiang Province, China. During the migration wave
around the 1970s and 1980s, many villagers came to
Europe to do business.

Around 2011, Fenmei Hu returned to Yuhu Village
with her photographer and took 12 photographs to
document the lives of the people who still live in
the immigrant village. The bustling stock exchange
in the village, the sewing room where women are
always looking up ...... are all snapshots of the
migrant wave as Fenmei sees it.

He Jing and Guo Qiaochu are two new generation
Chinese artists based in the Netherlands. They use
the film to explore and respond to the proposition

of "cultural integration”. The film draws on real-

life stories from 23 contributors and features 10
scenes based on the Dutch civic integration test
(Inburgeringsexamen), which alludes to the invisible
racial discrimination experienced by Chinese people
in everyday life.

The original Dutch civic integration test was
designed to give foreigners an understanding of
Dutch society and public knowledge and to help
them integrate better into the local culture. Although
it is an official picture of life, it never includes

the complex diabolical situation that immigrants
experience in real life: the explicit or implicit racial
discrimination and prejudice that we can encounter
in the street and in the homes of our friends. The
film was screened at the 2023 Cinemasia Film
Festival in the Netherlands.
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Event Content

Rotterdam Central Station
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Inspired by Erin Meyer's theory of the Cultural Map, the Culture Wall
module provides participants with an opportunity to explore cultural
differences and communicate diversity. Participants are given the
opportunity to answer questions on the Culture Wall based on their
own cultural background and through the use of national flags. The
final culture wall will visually represent the diversity of cultural
experiences and encourage participants to find commonalities
across cultural communities while embracing differences.

The Culture Wall, the "Wall of stereotype”, will also be placed in the
Goethe-Institut living room. It is a compilation of typical cultural biases
in Chinese and Dutch culture, which are presented as "stereotype
cards". Participants are invited to think critically about these
prejudices and are encouraged to interact with each other to "break"
the wall of prejudice by flipping it over based on real experiences.
The installation was created by a team with a professional psychology
background, "GrowithU". Its design is based on the principles of social
psychology, emphasizing the role of personal experience in shaping
cultural perceptions. By experiencing the process of breaking down
cultural prejudices, participants will be able to think more positively about
cultural diversity and appreciate the importance of mutual understanding.
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Event Content

Rotterdam Central Station
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Taihu Restuarant

The last unit, with the theme of "Ping Pong Playground", will be
transformed into a gathering playground to welcome everyone.
It hopes that between movements and sports, between east
and west, between collaboration and challenge, There is more
triggered moments of cross-cultural collision and creation.
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Event Content

Rotterdam Central Station

5910 9900 oy
]

Food is a cultural medium that is closely related to everyday life. Migrant
Flavours uses Chinese round tables to explore the "common ground” of food. In
the three tables set up, participants will explore the smells and tastes of various
ingredients and dig deeper into the root stories behind the food. Each table
represents the globalization of food, the interconnectedness of culinary cultures,
and the connection between food and a sense of belonging to a community.

The first round table is the "Ingredient Odyssey Food Migration Map". The
first roundtable is the "Ingredient Odyssey"”, which shows the routes that
ingredients have taken as humans have migrated and left their mark on the
world. Participants can learn about the spread of food and its culture by using
ingredients to stamp these routes.

The second roundtable is "Kitchen Remix Kitchen Reverb". In dishes from around
the world, it is easy to see that many dishes use similar ingredients. However,
different cooking styles bring out completely different flavors of cuisine. This
roundtable will present eight groups of similarly sourced dishes, encouraging
participants to find opportunities for fusion and exchange in new habitats through
food.

The third roundtable, "Roots and Herbs," invites participants to bring their own
stories of migration to the table. By exchanging personal stories with ingredients
and spices, participants will share their personal experiences and memories of
migration. Through the richness and diversity of culinary cultures, Chinatown
Tour hopes for a deeper understanding and appreciation of each other among the
community.

Mauriisplosts

Taihu Restuarant

., Theatre Square
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Feedbacks from the visitors

“It shows me the potential of Goethe “Outdoor events is more attractive
institut as a local cultural portal’ in sunny days.”

Are you attracted by the public space -
“Yes. Can meet people through activities
here today more than normal days? friends, not feeling awkward at all.

“For sure, usually | wouldn't even notice it. But this
immerssive event interacted with my curiosity
and brought me to others in this temporary com-
munity.”

“Sure, | usually do not enter such a space, if the
weather is better, and put these things in the
middle of the Westersingel, | will also imagine
the middle into a very lively park rather than a
green partition.”

Would you like to support this project in the future?

Money donation
Volunteer work

Content creation

No, | don’t want to support
this project in the future

Documented by volunteer Mingya Zhang

“The food map. Interactive, know the

. origin of the food is interesting.”
“Pingpong table is more interactive and easily

getting knowing people”
“The collectiol
whole idea that
of Chinese. | he
wanted to read
the chance. Nov
Which section/installation do you like the most? preserving it. A
the Chinese cor
ship with the pl

“The film screening, | think the work was

brilliant, very relevant today and also quite “| like the cultural lounge and the culture wall

humorous which is quite rare” best because they are really fun to interact with
and the form of the installation and the meaning
it wanted to convey aligned well. And the
message they conveyed stood out clearly.”



Would you like more activities like this?

, make

“A cute dog at the pingpong table
definitely attracted a lot of visitors
and volunteers there.”

Yes!

No

“I remembered an interesting card hung on
the installation writes "from a 178cm Chinese
girl" and "froma 158cm Dutch girl" to counter
the stereotype that Dutch people are tall. It's
so fun to see how different visitors interact in
this way.”

Could you please share any interesting story/ob-
servation/connection/inspiration/experience you
had on Next stop, Chinatown event day?

n from Katenderecht. Also the
trying to tied the different group
ard about Katendrecht and

a bit more about it but never get
v | am very happy to see people
lso | am glad that the diversity in
nmunity as well as it's relation-
ace is being presented..”

“Amazed by overall
how space can be
activated by events
and people.”

“Normally if we go to exhibitions we
just look around ourselves, but |
thought today we got a lot of attention
from the organizers/facilitators who
kindly guided and explained us.”

®: Pand q&

victo 2 BIF v
REAeS, Foesd 2]

Documented by volunteer Mingya Zhang
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As of May 21, the online campaign has garnered 7,218 views and has attracted
303 followers. On May 5, "Next stop, Chinatown" had a team consisting of
44 executives. Additionally, prior to the event, 96 visitors had already made
reservations. On the day of the event, preliminary statistics indicate that there
were at least 292 visitors in attendance.
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chapter 8

Scenario Imagination
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This scenario is based on this community design experiment that offers
a vision of how the center of Rotterdam and Chinatown can be better
connected spatially and culturally through the activation of public space.

The public green space in the city center, theatre square, and Wijkpark
Oude Westen are excellent spaces for public activities. The enrichment of
indoor cultural spaces such as Theater Rotterdam Schouwburg, Pauluskerk,
Goethe Institute and KINO can also activate the coherence and interest of the
pedestrian experience along the street.

The pattern language for chinatown is also well reflected in this vision. The
following three drawings give an idea of how these pattern cards can be applied
to the design scenario.
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Pattern Lanuguage f

or Chinatown

0S3 Renovate street fagade

Hypothesis

Renew the street facade to make it more attractive, and make
people be aware of this is Chinatown and with diverse cultures

Practical it

- Storytelling about the living history of Chinese community could be
the ornanmental theme of the facade, which requires a linear corridor
or wall facing public streets.

- Facade could be filled in with interactive open-ended questions in

community spaces that allow people to meet and interact with each
other.

Connected with: CI5, 0S8, 0S9

0S4 Improve the space quality at night

Hypothesis

Secure the safety of the streets and public parks to improve the
space quality at night

Practical i

- Activating the indoor open spaces at night

Connected with: 0512

0S8 | Activate community park for public use

Hypothesis

Open the Ouden Western park for the publi
community use; welcome all visitors

Practical i

- Add sports equiment to get to know new people

- Add interactive installations

- Add comfortable seatings and communication zone
- Add dog/pet friendly spaces

Connected with: CI5, Cl6, 0S3

Facilities with culture elements

Hypothesis

Increase cultrual facil

ies on public space in Chinatown

Practical implication

-Add cutlural symbols, such as round table that as a symbology
representing food culture fused eastern and western culture.
-Add sharing kitchen in community space, where locals can share
cultures.

-Make the culture ornanments assemblable that can involve
communities to build it up together.

Connected with: Cl4, 0S3, 0S8

Hypothesis

Increase the frequency of holding cultural activities, and make it
on agenda.

Practical implication

- Hold bottom-up organized and co-creation activities.

- Set sport equipments which enbale to flexibily to hold sports
competition and customize the themes and rules.

- Active organizers and casts of such events are neccessary.
- Sustainable fund support is fundamental

Connected with: Cl4, CI7, 0S8

Theme activities orgnization for the community

Hypothesis

theme activities with entrepreneurs and
community centers to attract public visitors with the same
interests.

Practical implication

- Regularly conduct theme activities both inside and outside at
public spaces.

- Find the embodyment topic that all cultures share the common
ground and easy to start discussion, such as food and sports.

- Active activity actors and organizers are important to activate
the atmosphere.

Connected with: CI5, Clé, CI7, 0S12




0S9 | Connect Rotterdam centrum with Chinatown

Hypothesis

Expand the border of Chinatown, better connect with Central
areas, such as Beurs, Blaak etc.

Practical il

-Activate the green space and culture space along Rotterdam
central to West-Kruiskade.

-Systematic visual design guidance along the street is needed
-Promote walkable street and restrict the car speed.

Connected with: 0S3, 0S10

0S10| re-plan the mobility route 0S12| Empty house activation

Hypothesis
Re-plan the mobility of the Chinatown area, and make it more Activating the empty houses, rent it for temporary use as public
comfortable for people walking servies or cultural centers

Practical implication Practical implication

- Reduce the difficulty of public space to indoor space. - Activate the available space in culture space or community space.

- Reduce on-street parking - Separate different micro room within these space with diverse theme
- Erase the driving road along Westersingel, and expand the
pedstrain area with more green pavement

Connected with: 0S9 Connected with: 0S4, CI7, Cl4

. Empower NGOs located in Chinatown

Hypothesis

Support cultural service centers with money, and participate in activities
held by them. This help builds the cohesion of the community.

Practical implication

- Empower NGOs who have unbiased or neutral grounds, and have
open-minded and welcoming quality.

- Empower NGOs with added culture values such as conduct language
classes and provide skill courses to remain the operation of such
institutes.

- Encourage loacl NGOs to share network and resources together.

Connected with: Cl4, Clé, 0512

The final selection of patterns for Rotterdam Chinatown is the result of a
thorough analysis and practical implications drawn from the event day. Ten
patterns have been carefully chosen, comprising six cards dedicated to
optimizing open space utilization and four cards focused on enhancing cultural
integration. These selected patterns not only address the specific needs of
Rotterdam Chinatown but also align with the broader development strategy of
the city.

The primary objective of these patterns is to improve the quality of both urban
outdoor public spaces and indoor open spaces within Rotterdam Chinatown.
By implementing these patterns, the aim is to establish an effective
methodology that contributes to community development in the area. It is
anticipated that these patterns will not only enhance the physical environment
but also foster social cohesion and facilitate cultural exchange among
community members.

The significance of this selection lies in its potential to support the long-
term growth and prosperity of Rotterdam Chinatown. By actively engaging
with the community and involving various stakeholders, the intention is to
collaboratively create a vibrant and inclusive neighborhood that thrives on the
principles of community development.
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Connect Neighborhood with Chinatown

Status quo Design scenario

Barrier fences

Spare green Space

If the community park can be activated and made more public, it can effectively
link Chinatown and the local community together, enabling the Chinese
community and the multicultural community to contact and understand
each other. The current Oude Westen Park is mainly built with landscape
techniques, not only has no connection with the surrounding environment, but
also uses iron railings to demarcate very clear regional boundaries. However,
the underuse and neglected vegetation, as well as the inability to effectively
connect the adjacent cultural spaces because of the railings, make the current
community park function and user population single.

In the design concept, there are three main ideas. If the vegetation can be
added to the idea of participatory management, so that the surrounding
residents can jointly cultivate community spice gardens and plant them
according to their respective cultural backgrounds and habits. It will not only
increase everyone's awareness of the maintenance of public spaces, but
also make the development of the park more sustainable. At the same tim, it
will increase the community's attachment to the place. People from different
communities and cultural backgrounds can also communicate and understand
each other through vegetation as a medium.

The second main idea is inspired by the event of linear wall space. The iron
railing, a linear spatial element, can serve as a narrative and interactive
device, enhancing the connection with each other. At the same time, a primary
space color that was originally used for division can also be effectively
softened, making people feel closer.

In addition, the cultural space will be transformed into a connecting corridor,
while providing public services and functioning as a community center.
Residents can walk through this passage, and at the same time, the spatial
content they can experience while walking through can attract people and
make the community connect geographically.



CI7, 0s12

Open the back door of
Goethe Institute and fill in
this allyeway with cultural
activity

renovate the facade with
storytelling graffiti

Cla

Community garden that are used
for planting food ingredient, and

taken care of by the community
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Connect Rotterdam centrum with Chinatown

Status quo

Enclosed public space

The main problem that currently cuts off Rotterdam's city center from
Chinatown is the disjointed and unsafe pedestrian experience. The reason for
the discontinuity is the scattered pavement, the driving way that separates the
walkway from the bridge. The unsafe elements are mainly due to the underuse
of the backstreet, the gathering of vulnerable social group, and the fast traffic
flow.

In order to change this situation, based on research and preliminary
experiments, increasing the open space area of the ground floor, adding
water-friendly facilities, and removing the carriageway can effectively
alleviate the above problems. Increasing the open space on the ground floor
at the corner, combined with the flexibility and interactivity of indoor and
outdoor activities, can attract people flow and make the space more dynamic
and open. Removing the concrete driveway and installing grass and uniform
walkway paving enhances the pedestrian walking experience and encourages
people to explore the neighborhood by walking. The bridge across the river
was augmented with a viewing platform to connect with the riverbank.
Encourage the use of public space by transforming the dividing line into a
connection bond.

Design scenario




0S4, CI7

Empower the local NPO, acti-
vate the groundfloor for open
use, and diversify its functions

/<’J\ o

- 0S9, 0S10
i . Remove driving ways, activate
; backstreets and unified pavement
‘ for a smooth walking experience

in Chinatown and centrum

0s9

Add attractiveness to the
bridge and attract people
to cross this border ¢
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Values of pattern

Genernal nature
N

0S10

0s4

0S12

0s8

oss 600

0s9

AN

Intangible social networks

1 -

Renovate street fagade . Theme activities organization for the community

m 0s8

7

Place attachment

0s9

0S4|0S3 0S10

. . Facilities with culture elements
Improve space quality at night
Activate community park for public use . Regularly conduct of cultural activities

Connect Rotterdam centrum with Chinatown . Empower NGOs located in Chiantown

Replan the mobility route
Empty house activation

These pattern fields on the right left show that the connection betweens
different pattern strateties, demonstrating who has the biggest potential to
be widely used. The size of each pattern illustrates the times it connects with
the other ones. The black point shows that which pattern(s) is(are) directly
connected. Cl4(Theme activities organization for the community) are great of
use. It has a strongly pursuit for space to hole it, as well as the cohesion of
community to organize it. It can boost the sens of community as well as place
attachment.

The pattern on the right side, providing 4 standards for axis to assess each
pattern's positions concerning of its uniqueness for this project and its
materiality. Learning from parctical experiment, the field above is exploring
the reusability of these cards in other areas, or which are exclusively
subservient to the project. The beneath pattern field explores, the design
results as for a community designer, in terms of effective spatial interventions,
and which are more soft infrastructures design.

Tangible infrastructure



Policy Recommendations

These policy recommendations are based on the results of the pre-bottom-up
strategy design, and top-down policy decisions can effectively help advance
the development of the community.

city walkability promotion

In conjunction with the 2022 environmental act policy, the Chinatown
community in particular needs to promote a good pedestrian experience.
Motorized vehicle use is recommended to be removed from the plan, or
to be limited to speed, and to control travel times for necessary vehicles
to avoid peak pedestrian traffic. Facilitate the use of bike lanes and public
transportation.

In addition to this, it also can engage Local Businesses. Collaborate with
local businesses along open streets to promote walkability and community
development. Encourage businesses to create outdoor seating, sidewalk
cafes, and pop-up markets, transforming open streets into lively commercial
areas. Provide guidance and support for businesses to navigate any regulatory
requirements or zoning changes.

By combining efforts to promote the walkability of open streets with
community development strategies, communities can create vibrant,
pedestrian-friendly spaces that facilitate social interaction, economic vitality,
and an enhanced quality of life for residents.

Decentralization of Land Use Rights in city parks

Integrate community gardens and green spaces along open streets to
promote a sense of well-being and environmental sustainability. Encourage
residents to participate in gardening initiatives and establish community-
managed green areas. These spaces can also serve as venues for educational
workshops, outdoor fitness classes, and cultural events.

The right to make public land can be claimed by residents. The public green
spaces in the city can be cared for and maintained by the local community. Not
only will the cultural diversity of the different communities be reflected in the
form of gardens, but residents will also feel more attached to the city and take
greater care of public property.

Empower cultural spaces

For private or public cultural institutions, they are good neutral
spaces in the city. It is a place where people are not dominated by
a fixed cultural or ethnic community and where they can express
themselves and understand each other more freely and inclusively.

The public sector should support financially, and should open green channels
and facilitate their application procedures for public events participated or
organized by reformed organizations, and give them financial support to
encourage their guided use of public space and ground floor space.
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chapter 9

Conclusion and reflection
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1. The Chinese community in the Netherlands has
a strong desire for cohesion and actively seeks

resources to support their community building
efforts.

2. Community building initiatives require the support
of physical open spaces to facilitate interactions and
engagement among community members.

3. The current Chinese community platforms in the
Netherlands are not yet fully developed. While there
is an intention to provide services, there is a lack
of stable output and physical spaces to support
community activities. Empowering these platforms
within Dutch society is crucial.

4. The Chinese community in the Netherlands is
diverse, spanning across generations, but there
is a lack of connection and interaction among
community members.

5. The individuals who hold land ownership within
the community show a lack of trust and have a low
desire for community transformation.

6. There is a need for more neutral grounds that
can host community activities and bridge the gap
between different stakeholders within the Chinese
community.

7. Chinese students in Amsterdam and Rotterdam
show a high level of passion and interest in
community development, making them valuable
resource for driving positive change.

These findings highlight the importance of
addressing the gaps and challenges within the
Chinese community in the Netherlands, such
as providing stable physical spaces, building
trust among stakeholders, and creating neutral
grounds for community activities. By tapping into
the enthusiasm of students and empowering the
existing community platforms, it is possible to foster
cohesion, connection, and empowerment within the
Chinese community, ultimately leading to a stronger
and more vibrant community fabric.

Implication and
limitation

At the core of this project lies the objective of
community development for residents from diverse
cultural backgrounds, particularly focusing on the
cultural community with exotic heritage. However,
the methodology employed in this project can also
be extended to other minority cultural groups

seeking community-building initiatives. It opens up
exciting possibilities for leveraging urban spaces as
a platform to benefit cultural communities through
micro-spatial interventions that can have long-
lasting impacts.

Nevertheless, it's important to acknowledge the
limitations of this project. While it aims to address
the needs of the Chinese community, it may not
be able to cater to the entire spectrum of diverse
Chinese groups. In this process, the younger
generation tends to be more actively involved
compared to the elder generation. Furthermore,
the project has yet to delve into the contextual
discussion of a society dominated by capitalism. It is
crucial to explore how this community development
approach can generate economic outputs to
empower the Chinese community within this
particular context.

By recognizing these limitations and addressing
the need for inclusivity, intergenerational
involvement, and economic empowerment, the
project can evolve to become a comprehensive
community development initiative. Through careful
consideration of the cultural community's unique
needs, exploring innovative ways to integrate urban
spaces, and fostering economic opportunities, we
can unlock the true potential of this project and
create a thriving, empowered Chinese community.

Conclusion statement

In conclusion, at the end of this project, the
research question can be answered. “How to
empower Rotterdam Chinese by improving cohesion
and localization with the neighborhood community
at Rotterdam Chinatown in an approach of public
space activation?”

The author explored a methodology of community
development, which involves the Rotterdam
Chinatown local community and the Chinese
community. She invited the stakeholders to co-
design the planning vision of the area with pattern
language and embody this vision with public events
in the public space of Rotterdam Chinatown. This
envisions them seeing the possibility of community
cooperation, resource activation, and the potential
use of the public space they did not be aware of
before. At the same time, the community feels a
sense of place and community attachment and
ownership through this process. In the long term,
with the impression and pattern language tools left
by this project, there is a bigger potential for the
Chinatown community to make use of these tools
and to approach and activate the resources of the
Chinese community in Rotterdam.



Reflection

In the field of Urbanism, there is a strong
emphasis on the interdisciplinary nature
of planning and design activities involved
in transforming urban development. The
objective is to promote social resilience and
inclusivity. In my project, | have chosen the
Chinese community in the Netherlands as
an example to illustrate how a community
can serve as a microcosm reflecting
societal transformations over time. | have
examined the current complexity of this
minority cultural community, its ability
to adapt to the changes brought about by
globalization and the Dutch society, and its
efforts to integrate into a heterogeneous
urban environment through interventions in
urban spaces.

Urban renewal is a process that intertwines
the physical and social spheres. By
utilizing social studies and urban design
as approaches to understand each other,
| position myself within this storytelling
framework and develop a learning process.
To begin the story, | conducted desk
research on the growth of the Chinese
community in the Netherlands, gained an
understanding of the cultural diversity
within this community, and explored their
current interactions within urban spaces
by studying their history. This led me to
become curious about the experiences of
different groups in the Netherlands and
sparked a desire to build connections and
observe how they react to each other. As a
practical step, | developed a social network
and designed a public event to serve as a
bridge connecting communities.

Throughout this process, | continuously
received feedback and reevaluated the
significance and implications of my work.
| am grateful to my mentors, Maurice and
Suzana, who consistently helped me step
outside of my own perspective and view
my project as a case study, allowing me to
reflect on my role as an urban designer.

Both of my mentors come from spatial
design backgrounds, and they consistently
emphasize the importance of considering
the meaning of urban spaces. However,
after designing my project, the results led
me to question the necessity of permanent
building constructions. All of my designs
revolve around flexible forms and functions
that can be realized within existing
buildings or infrastructures.

| discovered that | am inclined to leave
blank spaces within public areas, treating
them as opportunities for community users
to imagine the possibilities of bottom-up
community building. This is my answer to
the concept of bottom-up participatory
community design, where | provide a
framework and guidance for community
design while allowing subjective initiatives
to grow freely.

As | position myself as a part of this
project's development, | realize that
urban designers are not the core of urban
development, and they cannot dictate the
trajectory of community development.
However, they do play a pivotal role as
a needle that threads together different
actors and communities, efficiently
assisting in activating community building
through spatial intervention.

Building upon the initial participatory
design results, which were based on the
perspectives of the Chinatown community,
| designed a visiting route to prompt an
alternative experience of the city from a
Chinese community-focused perspective.
| then invited various Chinese platforms
and individuals to contribute content for
the selected spaces along this route.
Throughout this process, | acted as a filter
to select appropriate spaces and content,
while also serving as a coordinator for all
collaborations and interactions. Ultimately,
| became a filter again to reflect on the
outcomes of this temporary event. These
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highlighted and filled spaces became
experimental containers to test the
effectiveness of this fully bottom-up
community building approach.

| am deeply grateful to my mentors for
appreciating this innovation as a student
of urban design and recognizing it as
a new role for urban designers. The
field of urban design is in need of the
empowerment brought by a bottom-up
approach. In this project, | have designed
a methodology for community design. | am
an urban designer, but one who is closely
aligned with the role of a community
designer - a designer who does not
construct physical buildings.

Base Pattern Language +

Dutch Society

liowt 2l
cormmunit

urban designer
as a filter

Base Pattern Language N
Community Vision
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Appendix

1. Application for Goethe Institute

Next Sto p,

Investigation Transforming Chinese Community at Rotterdam Chinatown

"Next Stop, Chinatown" is an urban experiment designed to use open space as a medium for
stimulating communication and activating community resources in Rotterdam's Chinatown. This
project is part of the larger Rotterdam Chinatown Transformation Urban Design Project, which began
in September 2022, with a community workshop held in January 2023.

The community workshop was a collaborative effort that involved local residents, merchants,
government officials, and non-government profit-making organizations (NGOs) to develop a shared
vision for the future of Rotterdam's Chinatown. The results of the workshop and previous quantitative
and qualitative analysis form the basis for the one-day experimental street exploration activity, "Next
Stop, Chinatown".

The aim of the tour is to invite individuals and platforms with diverse backgrounds in culture, art,
architecture, psychology, and other relevant fields to jointly interpret the vision of the Chinatown
community. The public is welcome to participate, experience and give feedback. This inclusive
approach ensures that the ideas and perspectives of the wider community are taken into account,
creating a truly participatory design process.

Through this project, the team hopes to stimulate communication and cooperation within the
community, activate underutilized resources, and generate a renewed sense of community pride and
identity. This approach recognizes the power of open spaces and community engagement in
promoting social cohesion, inclusivity, and a vibrant urban environment.

Overall, "Next Stop, Chinatown" is an innovative and exciting experiment that demonstrates the
potential of participatory design in creating sustainable and thriving urban communities. By engaging
with the community and activating their resources, this project provides a model for how cities can
be transformed through inclusive, collaborative, and participatory processes.



2. Investigation for Chinese community for Chinatown use

Questionnniare for Chinatown use and
Chinese immigrants portraits in
Rotterdam

This anonymous questionnaire aims to improve the design of Rotterdam Chinatwon and
understand the Chinese community in Rotterdam based on a research study. The
questionnaire will take around 3-5minutes, please answer the questions carefully. The
answer will only be used on this research. Your opinions are very important to the future
development of Rotterdam Chinatown. Thank you very much! If you have any further
questions, please contact (z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl)

X EZEERS SENEEREAGNINEER, FHiE TREREARHR, X
PEEAS AR SEEIR3-52 TR, XOEENERRATRAR. FNERER
SXRKEGAEAGNRREXEE. FERG!! NREEHERE, KILEXRARTE
z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl

1. where are you from? (If you are not from mainland China, please fill in you *
nationality )
{REFRBERIE /BT BIARKARITEIX? MNRFFHIFRBFEAM, BEA
{REEFEAEX

2.  What is your social identities? *

FRALRINEZE?
Mark only one oval.

middle school student
college

part-time student
bachelor student
master student

phd or researcher
social person

Other:

167



2023/5/21 20:11 Questionnniare for Chinatown use and Chinese immigrants portraits in Rotterdam

3. How old are you *
RIS R

Mark only one oval.

0-18

18-25
25-40
40-60
Other:

4. How do you define yourself *

FRfEIENX BHS
Mark only one oval.

Chinese
global citizen
Dutch

others
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The route you ususally visit Chinatown

(please use the letters to order the route(s) that you usually visit Rotterdam
Chinatown, can be more than route; ex. A-G-H-K)

BN LREEFOEEEAGNESZ. (BRUTENSEFZEIRNREEFEREAL
EgE., BILRES 5L, il A-G-H-K)

CENTRAL
STATION

s "
ol B T

How long does it usually take from your home to Rotterdam Chinatown by *
walking?

MERSITEIER B AGAREES DitE?

Mark only one oval.

D less than 15 minutes
() 15-30 minutes

() 30-60 minutes

(") 60-90 minutes

D more than 90 minutes

D Other:
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7. How do you usually come to Rotterdam Chinatown? *

(REREZAA S EAG?
Mark only one oval.

by walk

by tram/bus
by subway
by train

8. How often you visit Rotterdam Chinatown? *

(R EIFFE AR
Mark only one oval.

more than twice a week
1-2 times a week
1-2 time a month

under 5 times a year

9. when time do you usually come to Rotterdam Chinatown during the day *

MBREEFANERESKESEAEAL
Mark only one oval.

9am-12am
T12am-3pm
3pm-6pm
6pm-9pm
9pm-12am

12am-9am
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10. The reason for going to Rotterdam Chinatown *

BEREEEASNERREA
Tick all that apply.

grocery

chinese resaturant

asian restaurant

haircut

other resaturants/bars

feel the Chinese atomosphere/vibe

Other:

11.  How do you like Rotterdam Chinatown in general? *

RRIRG, (RERERFFHEAE1-5F1/1537?

Mark only one oval.

12.  Why did you give this grade?
IRAFASLEXN DL
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13.  How do you think of the Rotterdam Chinatown *
(RIS REEHE AR ARG ?

Tick all that apply.

old fashioned

nostalgic

ugly

impressive/beautiful

| did not even realize it is a Chinatown
comfortable, chill

Other:

14. what kind of change do you expect for Rotterdam Chinatown? *

NRATLUE RSB A G — LA REUE, (REEEERE?
Tick all that apply.

make the open space more beautify (water front/park/open street use...)
extend the open hours of shops (till late night/earlier in the morning)

diversify the functions of Chinese shops (add massage, clubs, koroake, table
game....)

better organization of mobility
improve the security supervision of the area

Other:

15. what kind of problems you want to improve for current Rotterdam Chinatown? *

S AEAGIENER, (RE2mnESAsE?

Tick all that apply.

stronger connection with the local business

more opportunities for part time job

online information of Chinatown

participate activities hold by Chinese community (market/clubbing...)
prolong the time of night life

better organization of visiting route

more welcome open spaces

Other:
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16. How do you like the experience of walking streets in Chinatown? *

LRSI AGEATERNRRITS

Mark only one oval.

17. The reason why you like/dislike the experience walking there

AT AERAEREX BRI KiFE?
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18. the reason you like about the open space (park/open space) there *

KHAREXRNERFAE AH AR ERIER DY
Tick all that apply.

|:| the water fronts

|:| lively street atmosphere

|:| the night life there

|:| the convenient public transportation

|:| the benches near river side

|:| the snacks bar

|:| the trees and grass land

|:| a good place to observe public life(passer-by)
|:| communication with the on-site people

|:| | even didn't notice they are available for using

|| other:

19. how do you aware of the public space on Chinatown?

(Please fill in other option if you found there is any other public space on
Chinatown that is friendly to all-users)

FETIEEIPLESEAGRARTE (NRIFE TR TNREINERLSMIN
H=E), BEEEMETFHENGR)

Tick all that apply.

[] Wijkpark Oude Westen

|:| GOETHE Institute |:| | did not realize there is public space

|| other:
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20.

If you have any other opinions toward Rotterdam Chinatown development or to
this questionnaire, please write here or email to z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl.
Thanks for your time so much!
MRXTFEESABEASNRERXDEESEEEMEE, BEXEESHA
EZEHREZ xu-23@student.tudelft.nl. IEFEREHIES FRIERATE !

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms
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3. Application for Rotterdam Municipality

Project leader: Zigi XU

Email address: z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl
Contact number: +31 633947933
Instagram account: Chinatown.r.comm

Next StQ o
SChinatoy

Next Stop, Chinatown is a pilot community design project that seeks to create temporary micro-
interventions to connect Rotterdam City with Chinatown. The project aims to promote cultural
integration by encouraging the Chinese community to engage with Dutch society. The initiative is
designed with a participatory approach that involves local stakeholders in shaping the community's

vision and a team of multidisciplinary professionals to bring the vision to life.

The project's objective is to transform open spaces into efficient connectors, facilitating easy access
and movement between the two communities. By creating these connections, the project aims to
foster understanding, encourage dialogue and build stronger relationships between the Dutch locals
and Chinese communities.

To achieve this, the project team will collaborate with local stakeholders, including residents, Chinese
entrepreneurs, and cultural institutions, to co-create and co-design interventions that meet the needs
of the community. The team will also work with experts from various disciplines, such as urban design,
architecture, art, and social sciences, to ensure that the interventions are effective, sustainable, and
respectful of local cultures and traditions.

In summary, Next Stop, Chinatown is an innovative community design project that leverages
temporary micro-interventions to promote cultural integration between the Dutch and Chinese
communities. The project is designed with a participatory approach that involves local stakeholders
in shaping the community's vision and a multidisciplinary team of professionals to bring it to life.
Through collaborative efforts, the project aims to create a more connected, inclusive, and vibrant
community for all.



Project leader: Zigi XU

Email address: z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl
Contact number: +31 633947933
Instagram account: Chinatown.r.comm

Location: Rotterdam Chinatown

Date: May 5", 11 am-4 pm

- =
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Next Stop, -+
>Chinatown 1l

Instagram @chinatown.r.comm

DRSS BAE

Scan me for visitor pass

Location:
Rotterdam Chinatown

It is a pilot community design project to con
nect Rotterdam City and Chinatown through
temporary micro-interventions.

Our participatory approach involves local
stakeholders and multidisciplinary profes
sionals to promote cultural integration and
create efficient connectors between commu
nities. Let's co- create amore connected and
mcluswe co

Directed by Chn Xuf?
_ Partners
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Next Stop, ESYN
Ohinatown (it

Instagram@chinatown.r.comm
MIERARS EAH

"Next Stop, Chinatown" is an innovative com-
munity development project that aims to stim-
ulate communication and resource links within
the Chinese community in a globalization con
text by utilizing open spaces as a medium.

It is one of the key initiatives of the Rotterdam
Chinatown Transformation Project, which ex-
plores the intersection of urban design and
community development methodologies. Rot-
terdam Chinatown Transformation Project
began its research in September 2022 and cul-
minated in a community workshop in January
2023.The workshop engaged local residents,
entrepreneurs, government officials, and
non-profit organizations to create a shared

vision for the future of Rotterdam's Chinatown.

"Next Stop, Chinatown" is a one-day city walk
experiment that builds on the participatory
design process and the quantitative and quali-
tative analyses conducted during the
pre-study phase.

Location:

Rotterdam
Chinatown

uajsap apng aedxfim

ity Walk
experiment

1pm-7pm

5th May
2023

This experiment invites individuals and plat-
forms with diverse backgrounds in culture, art,
architecture, psychology, and other fields to
manifest the vision of the Chinatown commu-
nity.

The public is invited to participate, experience
the designed route, and provide feedback. This
collaborative approach fosters a sense of own-
ership and empowerment among the commu-
nity members and encourages active participa-
tion in shaping the future of the community in
a pure bottom-up approach.

Rotterdam Central Station
A

400m

Goethe-Institut

196uis1aysap

Mauritsplaats

taom 1
\Z

Taihu Restuarant

%75 Theatre Square



David Zeef® k7

David Zee RANR— U ER.M!
RIER R EHX Katendrecht BE4F
HEANGHNERZ— AANRHBRE
Katendrecht 92 % T, # Daivd [a
EK AN —_RKB R/ LT+ AR

o

EAERINARE, U E B ER =1
Bk TERL K AT 2R, David Zee —
BEXERZENEHSEMHNKENSE
-F8&E Katendrecht TE Rk R R ZEEEF1E
AT EERYSEER, David Zee B 18 HiE2F
BIREABRRLSE, HEIBKRET X
sENEN, EhEaxRERE . KER R
FERIMNEFAMUNRSEAXLIER
B ER S

EKRE D X FAENFENEERES
,David Zee BB FE— W BIFRFKIA
B SEEMIE BN EARESELE
1TEEAE LM Verhalenhuis Bel-
védere (NEEMIHMER, 5EIRNEA
N9 ZE SN ERSE,

EARESEHAIM BN TR
53, David Zee IEEEHBEMABE S
Z7EE AR Culture Display B 7t/E
i, 9 LT LI TERLE NG B REH R
BANTNE.

David Zee (Xu Dawei) is a second-genera-
tion immigrant. His grandfather was one of
the first sailors to arrive in Katendrecht
Rotterdam's Chinatown. Because the early
immigrants to Katendrecht were all men,
the second-generation immigrants who
grew up at the same time as Daivd were
almost all Chinese-Dutch mixed blood.

Because of the difference in appearance
and the particularity of its community in
the Netherlands. In the process of growing
up, David Zee has been alternately feeling
confused and affirmed about his identity.
With the post-war depression of Katen-
drecht and the dissipation of the Chinese
community, David Zee began to study the
history of Chinese immigration at the age
of 18, and collected a large amount of in-
formation, including family photos, daily
necessities used by family members, and
relationships with Chinese Culture-related
literature, etc.

David Zee is always seen as a"alive
museum" to be invited for interviews in
most media coverage of the history of the
Chinese immigrants in Netherlands. He
also goes to the Verhalenhuis Belvédére
story house located in the old Chinatown
every weekend as a tour guide, sharing his
family stories with the visitors.

As one of participants of the community
workshop at the start of this project, David
Zee is happy to share his private collection
with more people who are interested in
the history of the Chinese immigrantsin
Netherlands.
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Fenmei Hu

Fenmei Hu F 1980 EH&EHFEMNTE
T Bk E 9 507, e B RER
= EENEHREM I FEAENBR
M 1E 20 2\ +EREENBREX
R, %N R RN E R, e
EEIMEBERERNRA, MK
AEROREENNER,

RARRS ERVABIE, LR AR
TERERER FEEBRNT, B
RBLIE KEEINREHERRE
THUBREE AN ER R RITH
iz, 7 RRERM A "R A
LR, A ARR KRBT E,

1£ 2011 Eqifg, Fenmei Hu H & B,
ImlelEEEH, BT 12488RH,128
TMAEDEEESRANEREEIR
JMFERRESR A Ak ERY
EWE ..., HE Fenmei IREH
BRI %E .

Fenmei Hu was born in 1980 in Yuhu Vil-
lage, Wenzhou City. When she was 9 years
old, she immigrated to the Netherlands
with her parents. Yuhu Village is a very typ-
icalimmigrant village in Zhejiang, China.
During the wave of immigration around
the 1970s and 1980s, many villagers came
to Europe to do business. Then the family
members who become rich in business
overseas will transfer the funds to relatives
who are still in China.

The formerly backward and poor coastal
villages have become prosperous at an
astonishing speed. Living in the immigrant
village, even if thereis no job, relying on
overseas relatives can have a very good
life. When there was no bank in the village,
the villagers could easily "keep up" with
the real-time exchange rate and exchange
RMB for Euro cash at any time.

Around 2011, Fenmei Hu took the photog-
rapher back to Yuhu Village and took 12
sets of photos, recording the living condi-
tions of the residents still living in the im-
migrant village. The bustling stock ex-
change in the village, the sewing room full
of female relatives are all the epitome of
the era under the wave of immigration in
Fenmei's eyes.



Jing He 3 & & Qiaochu Guo $331%

B3RP RARE R AL I T =AY
EREANZARIK MR HIIFZ
EHRER BN RN X—apil, 1%
s A ER 23 IS E R RV E S
FEM, MA=2RRAE I (inbur-
geringsexamen) 73 E&AHI1ET 10
MR, 8T BB EEREF R
BB R R AR AL

FEARNEF=Z=LARBAZRXNEFEEEE
ENELA T SRR =t s AHETR,
FHEEEEFHIBIN M. BT
EEAHEBTRHNEFEES, BAIMEK
BEBRAENMELEETLANE 28
SARNEME  FNERET L AR
K ER AT BEIB 2 AV BB Y ok 2 B AV
R R R o iz B 7E 2023 /Y
=T MEE T (Cinemasia Film
Festival) @R,

Jing He and Qiaochu Guo are two
new-generation Chinese artists
based in the Netherlands. They
use the form of film to explore and
respond to the proposition of
"cultural integration". Borrowing
real story material from 23 con-
tributors, the film creates 10
scenes on the theme of the Dutch
citizenship integration exam (in-
burgeringsexamen), alluding to
the invisible racism that Chinese
people face from time to time in
everyday life.

The original Dutch citizenship in-
tegration test exists to allow for-
eigners to understand the social
public knowledge of the Nether-
lands and help them better inte-
grate into the local culture. Al-
though it is an official picture of
life, it never captures the complex
and disturbing situations that im-
migrants experience in real life:
the explicit or implicit racism we
may encounter on the street orin
the homes of friends. and preju-
dice. The film was screened at the
Cinemasia Film Festival in the
Netherlands in 2023.
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Project leader: Zigi XU

Email address: z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl
Contact number: +31 633947933
Instagram account: Chinatown.r.comm

Location 1 City lounge

Equipment: public seatings

Goals: This aims to invite city visitors to sit down and talk with each other
Partners: studioklinkenberg https://studioklinkenberg.nl/contact/
Referred image:

Location 2&5 Communicate board

Equipment: standing wooden board, postcard

Goal: It aims to explore cultural differences, foster exchange, and shatter stereotypes with engaging
psychology-driven activities.

Referred images

Partners: far /RS

Special thanks to Goethe Institute

Location 3 Migrating Flavours
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Project leader: Zigi XU

Email address: z.xu-23@student.tudelft.nl
Contact number: +31 633947933
Instagram account: Chinatown.r.comm

Equipment: 3 round dining tables with design content cover on it.

Goals: It aims to let people understand immigrant culture through food maps, recipes, and seeds.
Partners: spring onion atelier https://www.springonionatelier.com/

Referred image:

Bs— L=

Ingredient Odyssey Kitchen remix Roots and Herbs
BMBEME [EF5S P SREER

Location 4 memory retro

Equipment: personal archive, film display

Goal: It chooses 3 series of personal archives to show how different Chinese generations reflect their
connection with the Netherlands with different generations and times.

Special thanks to Goethe Institute, David Zee, Fenmei Wu, He Jing, Guo Qiaochu

Referred images:
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Location 6

\

real image

material: pap
length:2400m
width: 2400m
height:750mn
weight: 50kg
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Location 3

reference image

Each table

material: wo
diameter: 18I
height: 600m
weight: arou
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Location1& 2 -
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Location 1

Each board
material: wooden
length:1200mm
width:12mm
height:2000mm
weight: around 3(
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area 5 by 5 meter
d yellow line

ference image

board

Jkg

reference image

Community Lownge

The benches reprasent the route of the vislon day between the Maurkstplaats and park Ouds Wasten,
The benchas havs different haights, o it Y d eyary culture.

Vi kiachas i

Afkar the vision dar, they will be re-used

Location 2

Overall benches

material: wooden construction
length:5000mm

width: 5000mm
height: less than 600mm
weight: around 300kg
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4. Volunteers online open call

INEN LSIBEESE

“Next Stop, Chinatown B A" @A ESEle, SHAFFEEEAE, B
LNEHFNRZRER, Ba—MENRZREHE. EZ25ER, BERENIFHE:

xiaotangrener_

1. @8 (AEIHNER)
2. HBFE

3. HIE

4. HEMF

Mark only one oval.

S

5 REE ML

6. (RERGEHERESHENRRES?

Mark only one oval.

0} HD
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7. EEBM—TERNE, SHATABRESEXNEN? (R=SH)

8. (RAFATFHNI(EERETT (BEERM, BINSRIRENRAELENS)
Tick all that apply.

TR
=

BT

S5 ASEI
EHHEARE
YRR
ERIBE
(BRE/ AR

9. (RATLISMETERNISNG? BHfSE, NSHIRK (SWEEMSREE
SRIEEIBA)

Mark only one oval.

o HO

10.  fEESSXRMREF TR EER

Mark only one oval.

FFNR-TF 38 (BE8HENR)
TH3R-8 (BABIRRE)
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11.

12.

BRIFENZEX (5B5H) HREaFEIRAI—REMATHAE (1eZRATE 1\

n) , IREEBEEER?
Mark only one oval.
B EA AR MIBEIRS T

AIEIAR T
Other:

RAERBETEZIE) (—H=/NTER) | IFERRICR(EEL

MEAR R InstagramfIEARS), RIEEZEERINEE
Tick all that apply.
E2AEI)=

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms
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Vision Day online Registration form

2023/5/21 20:09 Next stop, ChinatownE A#Tii# visitor registration

Next stop, Chinatown/E A {77 visitor
registration

It is a pilot community design project to connect Rotterdam City and Chinatown through
temporary micro-interventions. Our participatory approach involves local stakeholders
and multidisciplinary professionals to promote cultural integration and create efficient
connectors between communities. Let's co-create a more connected and inclusive
community! Instagram: chinatown.r.comm

1. Email *

2. What is your name? *

3. whatis your age? *
Mark only one oval.
0-18
18-25

25-40
40-60
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2023/5/21 20:09 Next stop, ChinatownE A#Tii# visitor registration

4.  Which city do you live? *
Mark only one oval.

Rotterdam

Delft

The Hague

Amsterdam

other

5. What is your nationality *

Mark only one oval.

Chinese
Dutch

other

6. How long have you been living in the Netherland *

Mark only one oval.

less than 5 years
5-15years

15-30 years

more than 30 years
| am born here

Other:

7. Please choose a time period you would prefer to come *

Mark only one oval.

Tpm-3.30 pm
3.40pm-7 pm
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120:09 Next stop, Chinatownf& A#7i% visitor registration

8. Notice: Please go to Wijkpark Oude Westen or the lounge at Maritsplaats (in front of *
Pauluskerk) to find the staff (who wears a yellow balloon) to get your visitor pass. You
could enter all the spots with your visitor pass only. Please ask our staff to fill in a
evaluation sheet for this activity when you finish your visiting. This will be helpful for
the future of Chinatown!

PROVEMIBRSWIJK

t
FG Restaurant
=
Ihamas Mare
Hogeschaol
Rotterdam Central Station =
Holiday Inn Express
(B
KWARTIER
i
Miniwarld Rollerdam
2 i & CHINATOWN E o
- ] 5 Atlanta Hotel
. Mauritsplaats ROTTERDAN
Wijkpark Qude Wasten . CENTRUM
ODUDE
WESTEN
CooL Mari
BISTRICT
Witte |.:‘|i-'-.’|'|!"

|
Hatiflieuwetpstituut
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5/21 20:09

Next stop, Chinatown/&E A#5i#% visitor registration
Mark only one oval.

| understand

Bonus! Become a part of Next stop, Chinatown!
Leave your stories here, it will become one part of the exhibition.

Please choose ar least one questions below to answer.

1. Could you write a 50-word story about your favorite cooking ingredient, or an
ingredient that holds special meaning for you?

2. Have you experienced a change in your taste preferences after relocating to a
different place? If so, could you tell the story and describe the changes?

3. Have you noticed any changes in your eating patterns since before you

relocated? If so, what has changed? Have your daily routines or seasonal
differences affected your eating habits?

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms



Event day experience Investigation

event day experience

1. Do you feel the same about the area comparing to normal days?

Mark only one oval.

yes

no

2. If yes, what is the difference?

3. Which section/installation you like about most

4. why do you like the area most?

5. Are you attracted by the public space here today more than normal days?

Mark only one oval.

yes

no
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Did you feel more connection with people beyond the your daily social circle
today?

Mark only one oval.

yes

no

Could you please share any interesting
story/observation/connection/inspiration/experience you had on Next Chinatown
event day?

Will you expect there are more activities like this?

Mark only one oval.

yes

No

Will you like support this project in the future?

Mark only one oval.

money donation
volunteer work
content creation

no, |dontwant to support this project in the future



10. If you would like to support this project for its future development, please leave
your email address, thank you!

11.  What do you expect for for the next time experiment?

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms
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Dutch to English - www.onlinedoctranslator.com

% G emee nte ROtte rd am Subject:Permit to occupy public land

Visiting address:Wilhelminakade 179
3072 AP Rotterdam

Mailing address:PO Box 6575

3002 AN Rotterdam
Internet:rotterdam.nl

To: Mr./ Mrs. Z. Xu

By:team Other Permits Department:
Building and house supervision
Telephone:14010
E-mail:bwt-overigetarieven@rotterdam.nl

Our reference:251911-2023

Amount of attachments):3

Date:April 24, 2023

Dear Mr/Mrs Z. Xu,

In response to your request dated April 13, 2023, I inform you that pursuant to Article 2:10
of the General Local Ordinance of Rotterdam, a license is granted for:

Description activity: A community design pilot project to connect with
Rotterdam and Chinatown through temporary
micro-interventions.

Activity date and time(s): 5 May 2023 at 09:30 to 19:00 Various

Activity location: locations in the city centre.

I reserve the right at all times to decide, on grounds of public order and safety, to revoke
this permit or to attach additional conditions to the permit.

This permit is subject to the conditions set out in the appendix. The regulations included in
the appendix are without prejudice to the obligations of the permit holder arising from other
laws and regulations.

I also point out that you are liable for any damage that may be caused to the property of
the municipality or others through the use of this permit.

With this exemption you have received permission for your planned activity. Needless to say,
it is your own responsibility to take into account the national guidelines of the RIVM
regarding the corona measures. For more information, see: www.rivm.nl. And the
emergency ordinance of the Rotterdam-Rijnmond Security Region. For more information,
see: www.rijnmondveilig.nl.

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the Municipality of Rotterdam, on its
behalf,

Cluster Director Urban

Development, for this,

drs. AFCM Mulder

head of the Building and Housing Supervision department
* This document has been prepared digitally and is therefore not signed.
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vr 05-05-2023

(© 13:00 vur t/m 19:00 vur
Q Goethe-Institut Rotterdam

INVESTIGATING
CHINATOWN

COMMUNITY

Fotografie: Ziqgi Xi

Investigating Rotterdam Chinatown Community

DETAILS

Next Stop: Chinatown is an urban design experiment that aims to use open

. . . : Taal: Engels (taal niet relevant
space as a medium to foster communication and activate community resources gels ( )

in Rotterdam's Chinatown. This project is part of the larger Rotterdam Prijs: gratis
Chinatown Transformation Urban Design Project, which started in September L +31102092090
& cultuur-
2022.
rotterdam@goethe.de
For one day, exhibitions and interactive installations will be on display in and
g’ e ADRES

around the Goethe-Institut.

Goethe-Institut Rotterdam
Westersingel 9
Rotterdam

The public is invited to participate, experience, and give feedback. This
inclusive approach ensures that the ideas and perspectives of the wider
community are considered, creating a participatory design process.

Through the Rotterdam Chinatown Transformation Urban Design Project, the
team hopes to foster communication and collaboration within

the Chinese community, activate untapped resources and create a renewed
sense of community pride and identity, as well as facilitate a connection with
Dutch society under a globalization context. This approach recognizes the
power of open spaces and community engagement in promoting social
cohesion, inclusivity, and a vibrant urban environment.

The initiator of the project, Xu Ziqi, born in 1998, is currently pursuing a
Master's degree in Science Architecture, Urbanism, and Built Environment at
Delft University of Technology. Previously, she studied Community and
Regional Policy Studies at Ritsumeikan University in Japan. She believes in
the power of community development as a sustainable way to thrive strong
connections between people.
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