
The main task for this graduation 
project is to seek the way to design a 
vital city centre of Ecopark New Town 
that promotes urban vitality through 
the masterplanning process. The 
first step to do that is by investigat-
ing how do vital city centres work in 
Hanoi. The investigation is done by 
examining the accessibility aspect 
– where the most accessible places
are located and which of them are
accessible based on the transit cov-
erage. Accessibility in this graduation
project is analysed using the Space
Syntax simulation.

The next step is to clarify the 
study through on-site observations. 
The on-site observations here are 
performed using the observation 
tools from Gehl Institute in the three 
blocks that have been defined in the 
context analysis: Hanoi city centres 
(R800, R2700, and Rn). The two tools 
that this project used in performing 
the on-site observation are: people 
moving count and twelve urban qual-
ity criteria. The result showed that in 
most streets, there are gaps between 
the two: the streets are lively, but the 
qualities are bad. The exception is on 
the car-oriented city centre of Hanoi 
where the qualities are better, but the 
streets are deserted. Apart from the 
quantitative observation (Gehl Insti-
tute tools), qualitative observation is 
done to investigate the principles of 
urban vitality that occur in each city 
centre. These principles will then be 
used in the proposed design.

The design is then being evalu-
ated using 4 personas, each with 
specific occupation, specific living 
condition, and specific demands. The 
compositions are consciously taken 
to the extreme to fully test the de-
sign. The evaluation will be demon-
strated through how each persona 
will use the spaces in the city centre 
of Ecopark from the start of the day 
towards the end of the day. This eval-
uation is crucial to combat the status 
quo of Hanoi new towns which rarely 
consider how the spaces are actually 
being used.
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13. Mid-rise Residentials
Context

14. Golf Course Villas
15. High-rise Residential Complex
16. Transport Hub
17. Commercial
18. University
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Figure 3. Design evaluation of people aspect in urban vitality

Figure 2. Zoomin illustrative planFigure 1. View towards the future LRT Station

Figure 4. Design through scale
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