
The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 1

The Impossible Revolution
Pursuing Liberation, Peace, and Spatial Equity in 

Syria



The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 2

1. Problem
2. Outcomes
3. Conclusions

Content

The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 2



The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 3

1. Problem

Content

The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 3



The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 4

Source: CBC News 

The Syrian Conflict
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Multi-Media Coverage 

Source: Google Trends
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What about the Syrian People?
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Multi-Media Coverage 

Source: Google Trends
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Source: Google Images
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Multi-Media Coverage 
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Multi-Media Coverage 

Source: AFP

Selective Compassion and Media Bias
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What about Academia?
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What about Academia?

Research Gap in Conflict Zones

Commodification of research

Western Narrative and Mis-
representation

void exists in documented
studies concerning cities in the global
south, particularly those immersed in

conflict, such as Syria.

This lack of
engagement and the commodification of
research contribute to a disconnect
between academic endeavors and the
real challenges faced by Syrians on

the ground.

Western narratives
surrounding conflicts in the global
south, notably the Syrian war,

often tend to oversimplify, driven
by the tendency to align coverage
with predetermined agendas. This

reductionist approach misrepresentsreductionist approach misrepresents
complex geopolitical events and

presents a one-sided story
(climate change)

Western compassion
toward conflicts in the global

south is frequently selective, with
expressions of empathy often aligning

strategically with geopolitical
interests and propaganda. Human

suffering is unfortunatelysuffering is unfortunately
manipulated to fit predefined

narratives, amplifying the suffering
of certain groups while downplaying

A diversified
perspective that embraces the

complexities of cities in the global
south during times of war is essential
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‘The narrative about Syria has been damaged and 
redirected. We have to preserve the narrative, 
to tell the story. We have to fight to remember.’ 

(Ammar Azzouz, 2023) 

The Stolen Narrative

The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 18
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This research aims to reclaim the Syrian narrative 
by challenging the reductionist narratives and 

uncover the nuanced realities of the Syrian conflict 
by engaging directly with impacted communities and 
adopting a comprehensive approach that embraces 
the complexities of urban landscapes in conflict 

contexts.

The Research Aim
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Comprehensive Analysis

The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 20
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Legend:

- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))
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- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))
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- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))
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- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))
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- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))

Israel

Turkey
173.883

Iraq

54.994

Jordan
68.554

Lebanon
84.985

7.248.188

155.325

IDPs 
Returnees

Total 
IDPs

Idlib

Latakia

Aleppo

290,269

1,411

 589,880

 1,021

Rural Damascus
985,957

7,423

70,842

2,894

 66,868

 6,841

 3,373

 3,763

 212,582

7,432 

 447,336

 1,437 

2,106,929

33,244 

1,641,306

 54,769 

152,955

15,163

 166,041

9,503 

342,701

9,426

 171,149

998 

Deir azzour

Ar Raqqah

Al Hasakah

Hama

As-Suwayda
Daraa

Al Qunaitra

Homs
Tartus

Damascus

Problem Field Demographical Change

https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-syr-
ia-population-concern-overview-map-1st-nov-2023

Deir azzour

Ar Raqqah

Aleppo

Idlib

Latakia

Al Hasakah

Hama

As-Suwayda
Daraa

Al Qunaitra

Homs
Tartus

Damascus

Problem Field Evironmental Crisis
Problem Field The Earthquake | Humanitarian Crisis 

Latakia

Idlib

Aleppo



The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 28

Problem Statement 

Deir azzour

Ar Raqqah

Al Hasakah

Idlib

Hama

As-Suwayda
Daraa

Al Qunaitra

Daraa

Homs

Latakia

Tartus

Israel

Damascus

Aleppo

Turkey
173.883

Iraq

54.994

Jordan
68.554

Lebanon
84.985

Problem statement

Introduction 

Syrian Regime 
Controlled Area 

Russian Military Base

Iranian Military Base

Turkish Military Base

American Military Base

Syrian Opposition
Controlled Area 

Kurds
Controlled Area 

Iraq

Deir azzour

Ar Raqqah

Al Hasakah

Idlib

Hama

As-Suwayda
Daraa

Al Qunaitra

Daraa

Homs

Latakia

Tartus

Lebanon

Israel

Turkey

Jordan

Damascus

Aleppo

Problem Field Power-related geopolitical territories 

Iraq

Deir azzour

Ar Raqqah

Al Hasakah

Idlib

Hama

As-Suwayda
Daraa

Al Qunaitra

Daraa

Homs

Latakia

Tartus

Lebanon

Israel

Turkey

Jordan

Damascus

Aleppo

Problem Field Power-related geopolitical territories 

Legend:

- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))
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- Displacement: “Displacement at very short notice has been experienced by many 
Syrians across different parts of the country. The Syrian government gave people 
very short notice in Hama to evacuate their homes and shops that later were demol-
ished and bulldozed. This was reported by Human Rights Watch in interviews they 
conducted for their report, Razed to the Ground (HRW 2014). It is noted in the 
report that the Syrian Army used megaphones to tell the residents in Wadi al-Jouz 
that they had one hour to pack their belongings. In Damascus, residents reported 
that the army arrived in their neighbourhood unannounced, asking people to leave 
their homes immediately and threatening to detain all those who raised any ques-
tions. One of the interviewees reflected on the 50-day operation to destroy the 
neighbourhood, saying that: The army demolished 1,250 shops and 650 homes. Eigh-
teen-hundred families had to evacuate. There were two or three families in every 
house. The Syrian army gave the shop owners 24 hours to empty their shops. Homeown-
ers were given only three hours to pack their stuff and leave. It was not enough 
time. People barely took anything with them. (HRW 2014: 26) Another interviewee 
who witnessed the destruction of yet another neighbourhood in Damascus said that: 
Owners were given one hour to evacuate their homes. I saw people throwing their 
belongings from the windows. I wanted to help but I was afraid because the Syrian 
army was there.” ([Azzouz, p. 58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pd-
f](zotero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “In Syria, there have been records stating that some people have been displaced 
as many as twenty-five times in the past decade (Beaujolais 2016).” ([Azzouz, p. 
58](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=79))
    
- “As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay with others, often finding 
shelter in the homes of their relatives or friends for varied periods of time. 
They might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from their home, and yet 
were unable to access or visit it due to the fear and danger as their home was 
located inside a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not been permit-
ted to visit their homes that are located inside besieged areas until they were 
recaptured by the Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay close 
to their home in the hope they will be able to return.” ([Azzouz, p. 59](zo-
tero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pdf/li-
brary/items/LN5ZDV86?page=80))
    
- people’s suffering: “This is what Porteous and Smith refer to as the grief syn-
drome of domicide experienced by the suffering people who lost their home.” ([Az-
zouz, p. 62](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zotero://open-pd-
f/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=83))
    
- “Domicide, and the multiple displacements that follow, cause both social disrup-
tion and personal trauma (Fried 1970). The repeated and unexpected displacements 
have a profound impact on the victims of domicide. The loss of home is not limited 
to physical loss, but also occurs in the emotional attachment to space where one 
feels they belong. This is what some scholars coin as ‘un-homing’ (Elliott-Cooper, 
Hubbard and Lees 2020), where displacement ruptures the connection between people 
and place with violence that causes negative emotional, psychological and material 
impacts.” ([Azzouz, p. 68](zotero://select/library/items/BI25PHF9)) ([pdf](zo-
tero://open-pdf/library/items/LN5ZDV86?page=89))
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The global story is compromised by 
oversimplification and selective

attention to a fraction of this multi-faced 
problem causing the Syrian 

narrative to be taken over in a biased and 
incomplete way.
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How can spatial planning be a narrating tool 
to provoke change, provide alternative spatial 
realities, and improve the social cohesion of 

war-torn societies in Syria?

The Research Question
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- The political milestones that 
have directly affected the three 
dimensions. 

Dummar 

Rukn Eddin

Barzeh

Al Tall

Qudsiya

Yaafour

Mazzeh Kafar 
Sousah S

Darayya

Sahnaya

Babilla- Sayaeda Zainab

Qassaa

Qassaa

Old CityBaramkeh

Midan-Shagour Ghouta 
(Arbin-Kafr 
Batna- 
Nashabyeh)

Larger-Yarmouk

Malki

Kafar
Sousah
N 

•
La
w 
16
1 
Ag
ra
ri
an
 r
ef
or
m 
la
w

19
58

MIX
   
 DA
MAS
CUS
 MA
STE
RPL
AN 

200
9

Law 
15 L

IFTI
NG L
AND 
OWNE
RSHI
P CA
P ON
 INV
ESTO
RS 

2008

UMP    
INCLUDING INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS IN CITY DEVELOPMENT PLANS

1995

Law 8 
LIFTIN

G LAND
 OWNER

SHIP C
AP ON 

2007

JICA   AN URBAN
 STUDY FOR SUS

TAINABLE DEVEL
OPMENT OF DAMA

SCUS

2006

MAM   MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION MODERNISATION PROGRAMME

2005

2004

Law 46 REGULARISATION OF SOME INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS 

2003

2002

Law 28 ENABLING PRIVATE SECTOR GAINS FROM BANKING SECTOR 

2001

BASHAR AL-ASSAD TAKING OVER THE PRESI-

DENCY AFTER HIS FATHER 

Damascus Spring

2000

1999
MIX    PUBLIC SOCIAL HOUSING PRODUCTION

199819971996

Law 20 
Giving independence to public sector economic managers

1994

 D
AM
AS
CU
S 
RE
GI
ON
AL
 M
AS
TE
RP
LA
N 
RI
F

1993

 D
AM
AS
CU
S 
RE
GI
ON
AL
 M
AS
TE
RP
LA
N 
RI
F
19
92

IN
VE
ST
ME
NT
 L
AW
 L
aw
 1
0 
19
91

 A
LL
OW
IN
G 
TH
E 
EX
PO
RT
AT
IO
N 
OF
 A
GR
IC
UL
TU
RA
L 
SU
RP
LU
S 
MI
X 
  

1990

1989
1988

19
87

TH
E 
BE
GI
NN
IN
G 
OF
 T
HE
 E
CO
NO
MI
C 

LI
BE
RA
LI
ZA
TI
ON
 

 RE
ST
RI
CT
IN
G 
DE
AL
IN
G 
IN
 F
OR
EI
GN
 C
UR
RE
NC
IE
S 
La
w 
24
19
86

 AL
LOW
ING
 PU
BLI
C-P
RIV
ATE
 PA
RTN
ERS
HIP
S L
aw 
35
198
5

1984
 LAND AC

QUISITI
ON LAW 

Law 20
1983

Hama Massacre 1982

•
La
w 
12
7 
Th
e 
Ag
ri
cu
lt
ur
al
 O
rg
an
iz
at
io
n 
Ac
t

19
64

19
70

 Allowing the cultivation of Al-Badia land Law 13

19
71

1972

 
Allowing the cultivation of Al-Badia land Law 13

1973

 Public control over the agricultural sector Law 14 19741975

  PROHIBITING THE TRADE OF LANDS WITHIN PLANNED AREAS Law 3
1976

1977

1978

 URBAN EXPANSION AREAS LAW Law 60 1979

1980

 URBAN PLANNING LAW Law 05
 HOUSING COOPERATIVE LAW Law 13 1981

20
10

20
11

TH
E 
BU
RS
T 
OF
 T
HE
 U
PR
IS
IN
G 

    PROHIBITING DEMOLITION OF INFORMAL BUILDINGS Mix

 COOPERATIVE HOUSING Law 69

 OBLIGATING VACANT-LANDS CONSTRUCTION Law 14

 PARTITIONING AND ORGANIZING CITIES  Law 09

 EXTENDING SERVICES TO INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS Mix 

 I
AM
EN
DI
NG
 T
HE
 T
AX
AT
IO
N 
LA
W 
La
w 
20

Law 06 NEW RENTAL LAW 

Law 33 ALLOWING DEALING IN FOREIGN CURRENCIES 

Law 1  BUILDING VIOLATIONS LAW

Law 62 Re
gulations

 for inve
sting and

 protecti
ng desert

 lands 

Law 55
 Establ

ishing
 the D

amascu
s Stoc

k Exch
ange.

Law 5
1 Red

uctio
n of 

tax r
atesLaw 9

 HIGH
 INVE

STMEN
T COU

NCIL 
AND S

YRIAN
 

UDP 
  SU

STAI
NABL
E UR
BAN 
DEVE
LOPM
ENT 

Law
 33
 FOR
MAL
IZA
TIO
N O
F P
ROP
ERT
IES
 OW
NER
SHI
P

MIX
   
 RI
F D
AMA
SCU
S R
EGI
ONA
L M
AST
ERP
LAN
 

Ne
oL

ib
er

al
is

m
  E

ra
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
N

eo
Li

be
ra

lis
m

 E
ra

 

Post-independence Era

HA
FE
Z 
AL
-A
SS
AD
 R
os
e 
to
 P
ow
er

Strengthening military rule and undermining democracy 

Law 26 AMENDMENT TO THE URBAN EXPANSION 

The Muslim
 B

ro
th

er
ho

od
’s 

Co
n�

ic
t w

ith
 Al-B

aath Party 

Po
lic

ie
s  

    
   

    
   

   
   

  P
ol

ic
ie

s 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

   P
ol

ici
es

                                                                                                                                                                                                                Policies                                                                      Polices                                                                                                              
            

         
     P

olicies      
      

     
     

     
     

     
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

  

Dummar 

Rukn Eddin

Barzeh

Al Tall

Qudsiya

Yaafour

Mazzeh Kafar 
Sousah S

Darayya

Sahnaya

Babilla- Sayaeda Zainab

Qassaa

Qassaa

Old CityBaramkeh

Midan-Shagour Ghouta 
(Arbin-Kafr 
Batna- 
Nashabyeh)

Larger-Yarmouk

Malki

Kafar
Sousah
N 

                                                                                                                                
            

         
        

       
      

      
      

     
     

     
     

     
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
   P

ol
ici

es
    

    
    

    
     

     
     

     
     

      
      

       
       

        
  Policies

Socialism Era                                                                      
         S

ocialism Era      
     

     
     

     
     

    
    

    
    

    
    

  S
oc

ia
lis

m
 E

ra
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  S

oc
ia

lis
m

 E
ra

    
    

    
    

    
    

     
     

     
     

      
      

Socialism Era 

Pre-Conflict



The Impossible Revolution Marh Echtai 37

- The political milestones that 
have directly affected the three 
dimensions. 
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Pre-Conflict

- A timeline of the different policies 
that have contributed to the unjust 
living conditions. 
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- The political milestones that 
have directly affected the three 
dimensions. 
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Pre-Conflict

- A timeline of the different policies 
that have contributed to the unjust 
living conditions. 

- A timeline indicates the beginning 
of military rule, in which democracy 
was undermined. 
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- The political milestones that 
have directly affected the three 
dimensions. 
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Pre-Conflict

- A timeline of the different policies 
that have contributed to the unjust 
living conditions. 

- A timeline indicates the beginning 
of military rule, in which democracy 
was undermined. 

- A timeline indicates the different 
types of political rules. 
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- The political milestones that 
have directly affected the three 
dimensions. 
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Pre-Conflict

- A timeline of the different policies 
that have contributed to the unjust 
living conditions. 

- A timeline indicates the beginning 
of military rule, in which democracy 
was undermined. 

- A timeline indicates the different 
types of political rules. 

- A synthesis map indicating social 
and religious segregation in relation 
to the informal settlements. 
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Pre-Conflict | The Arab Spring
Pre-Conflict | THE BURST OF THE UPRISING 

Arab Spring 

From their televisions in Syria, people 
followed the protests in Tunisia in 2011. 
Syrians wondered if the wave of uprisings 
that was sweeping across many Arab coun-
tries would reach Syria. Activists and 
intellectuals in Homs started meetings to 
organize protests that started in Syria 
in March 2011. They found inspiration in 
other countries as they saw people gath-
ering in public squares as part of what 
became known as the Arab Spring. Azzouz 
p.44

And it is not, this histo-
ry demonstrates, only sin-
gular urban centers that 
are involve d. On several 
occasions the spirit of 
protest and revolt has 
spread contagiousl y 
through urban networks in 
remarkable ways. The revo-
lutionary movement of 1848 
may have startedin Paris, 
but the spirit of revolt 
spread to Vienna, Berlin, 
Milan, Budapest, Frank-
furt, and many other Euro-
pean cities.(Harvey, 2012, 
p. 135)

Authoritarian ‘geopolitics’ of survival 
in the Arab Spring ( read this)

 “In retelling public histories of war, revolutions, massacres, and 
uprisings, the central squares of Middle Eastern capital cities stand 
as the simulacra of nations. Tahrir Square in Cairo, Marjeh Square in 
Damascus, Place de Martyrs in Algiers, and Azadi Square in Tehran 
evoke to viewers the violent making of citizens as modern subjects and 
embody a nineteenth- and twentieth-century legacy of colonial and im-
perialist oppression, economic exploitation, and revolutionary hero-
ism.” (Fuccaro, p. 6)

Government overthrown 
multiple times
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_Spring#/media/File:Arab_S-
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Figure 49: A map of the Arab States after the Arab Spring 

Source: The Author 
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Source: Agence France Presse. URL: https://shorturl.at/jlFIOSource: Al Jazeera. URL: https:https://t.ly/yslLJ

Source: AFP. URL: https://t.ly/9WCD2 Source: Marxism . URL: https://t.ly/RHZtl

Pre-Conflict | The Syrian Spring
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Pre-Conflict | The Syrian Spring

A map?

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?m-
sa=0&ll=34.84608663514541%2C38.996815&spn=5.384153%2C9.876709&m

Insurgent movements do not constrain them-
selves to the spaces for citizen participa-
tion sanctioned by the authorities (invited 
spaces); they invent new spaces or re-appro-
priate old ones where they can invoke their 
citizenship rights to further their count-
er-hegemonic interests. Fluidity character-
izes insurgent citizenship practices: 
through the entanglement of inclusion and 
resistance they move across the invited and 
the invented spaces of citizenship.

In the example of their recent struggle recounted above, the insurgent 
grassroots use, but do not view as sufficient, the legal path to make 
their citizenship claim to shelter and basic services. They also liter-
ally and metaphorically bring to the public eye the inadequacy of the 
judicial system, by bringing its bureaucratic system to the street. By 
staying on the pavements they display their continued plight and hence 
the contradictory and limited nature of their formal citizenship in the 
post-apartheid era. Most importantly, their sidewalk presence provokes 
a collective memory of apartheid’s ugly legacy and its brutal forced 
removals. Doing so expresses and produces an historical consciousness 
of their oppression. Miraftab 2016 .14

• Religious dimension 
• Show the public spaces where people protested 
• ةروثلا تملسأ
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During The Conflict | Urban Siege 
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During the Conflict  |  Urban Siege 

On 18 February 2018, a new offensive was launched on Eastern Ghouta. 
An extraordinary increase
in bombardment and shelling ensued and was followed by a ground 
offensive on 25 February3
despite efforts by international actors to broker a ceasefire. To 
understand the impact of the
increased hostilities on the humanitarian situation in Eastern 
Ghouta, REACH conducted an initial
rapid assessment detailing the situation between 22-28 February and 
has now completed a followup assessment covering the period of 1-11 
March, 2018.
Findings indicate that residents of Eastern Ghouta, already 
vulnerable from five years of
living under siege, have continued to endure untenable and worsening 
living conditions.
They remained unable to access sufficient amounts of food, drinking 
water, or life-saving
medical supplies and services, and faced increasing health issues, 
including risking the
spread of disease from living in overcrowded basements. Furthermore, 
the closure of
markets and a severe lack of movement due to bombardment has 
rendered the humanitarian
situation catastrophic. The sustained level of hostilities in the 
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despite efforts by international actors to broker a ceasefire. To 
understand the impact of the
increased hostilities on the humanitarian situation in Eastern 
Ghouta, REACH conducted an initial
rapid assessment detailing the situation between 22-28 February and 
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“At the time when selective and targeted areas were 
undergoing a transformation to attract and benefit 
the rich in the city, other neighbourhoods were 
left neglected. The urban poor were left behind in 
neighbourhoods that lacked basic amenities. 
Inequalities widened between people and neighbour-
hoods. As bars and restaurants opened for the rich 
and wealthy, many residents struggled to afford 
having a coffee in them, feeling that the city is 
not built for them but for the few. Very often they 
were looked down upon by those of wealth. Communi-
ties lived separated in the city as if there were 
several cities within the city. People went to 
their local schools in neighbourhoods that were 
divided not only along sectarian lines, as in many 
neighbourhoods in Homs, but also along lines of 
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During The Conflict | Mass Bombardment 
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having a coffee in them, feeling that the city is 
not built for them but for the few. Very often they 
were looked down upon by those of wealth. Communi-
ties lived separated in the city as if there were 
several cities within the city. People went to 
their local schools in neighbourhoods that were 
divided not only along sectarian lines, as in many 
neighbourhoods in Homs, but also along lines of 
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- As people fled their neighbourhood, they went to stay 
with others, often finding shelter in the homes of their 
relatives or friends for varied periods of time. They 
might have been living as little as a 15-minute walk from 
their home, and yet were unable to access or visit it due 
to the fear and danger as their home was located inside 
a besieged and targeted neighbourhood. People have not 
been permitted to visit their homes that are located 
inside besieged areas until they were recaptured by the 
Syrian government. Many displaced people prefer to stay 
close to their home in the hope they will be able to 
return. 59

- The patterns and types of displacement varied, and 
included camps, renting, collective renting, hosting, 
squatting, collective shelters or living in unfinished or 
partially damaged buildings. Some IDPs have even found 
refuge in the ancient ruins of the Dead Cities in the 
north of Syria (Hubbard 2021). One of the most dominant 
approaches to finding shelter, however, is hosting. Rela-
tives and friends hosted individuals or families inside 
their own homes. Families hosted each other temporarily 
or long-term, turning their own flats into collective 
flats for multiple families 59

- A lmost ten years since I last slept in my own room back 
home. Yarmouk Camp, a Palestinian refugee camp in 
Damascus. Yarmouk was targeted with an airstrike fol-
lowed by massive evacuation in 2012. Yarmouk was a safe 
haven for displaced people from neighbouring areas. As 
a punishment, Yarmouk was turned into a ghost town with 
only a few thousands living under inhuman conditions 
for years. People in Yarmouk lived under attacks of the 
regime and suffered from starvation. BOX 2.2 Hanan’s 
story of displacement and domicide, 2021. n e I last 
slept in my own room back home. Yarmouk Camp, a Pales-
tinian refugee camp in Damascus. Yarmouk was targeted 
with an airstrike followed by massive evacuation in 
2012. Yarmouk was a safe haven for displaced people 
from neighbouring areas. As a punishment, Yarmouk was 
turned into a ghost town with only a few thousands 
living under inhuman conditions for years. People in 
Yarmouk lived under attacks of the regime and suffered 
from starvation. A lmost ten years since I last slept 
in my own room back home. Yarmouk Camp, a Palestinian 
refugee camp in Damascus. Yarmouk was targeted with an 
airstrike followed by massive evacuation in 2012. Yar-
mouk was a safe haven for displaced people from neigh-
bouring areas. As a punishment, Yarmouk was turned into 
a ghost town with only a few thousands living under 
inhuman conditions for years. People in Yarmouk lived 
under attacks of the regime and suffered from starva-
tion. BOX 2.2 Hanan’s story of displacement and domi-
cide, 2021. n e I last slept in my own room back home. 
Yarmouk Camp, a Palestinian refugee camp in Damascus. 
Yarmouk was targeted with an airstrike followed by mas-
sive evacuation in 2012. Yarmouk was a safe haven for 
displaced people from neighbouring areas. As a punish-
ment, Yarmouk was turned into a ghost town with only a 
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undergoing a transformation to attract and benefit 
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left neglected. The urban poor were left behind in 
neighbourhoods that lacked basic amenities. 
Inequalities widened between people and neighbour-
hoods. As bars and restaurants opened for the rich 
and wealthy, many residents struggled to afford 
having a coffee in them, feeling that the city is 
not built for them but for the few. Very often they 
were looked down upon by those of wealth. Communi-
ties lived separated in the city as if there were 
several cities within the city. People went to 
their local schools in neighbourhoods that were 
divided not only along sectarian lines, as in many 
neighbourhoods in Homs, but also along lines of 
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Valérie Clerc (2014) has contributed to this 
knowledge in the Syrian context. In her work 
on informal settlements in Syria, she linked 
pre-war laws and decrees to the wartime 
destruction of informal settlements. As 
several informal neighbourhoods have been 
razed to the ground at the time of war, 
Clerc argues that this destruction can be 
seen by planners and inhabitants as wartime 
tools to accelerate urban renewal plans that 
the Syrian government established before 

How to write and describe violence: “There 
is still no consensus among historians and 
social scientists on how to define and theo-
rize violence, what counts as violence, or 
how (and why) it should be conceptualized. 
Adding further controversy, recent inter-
disciplinary debates have even questioned 
the usefulness of taxonomies of violence, 
advocating the adoption of more flexible 
concepts that can accommodate its protean 
nature.4 At a basic level, the great varia-
tions in the manifestations, actors, 
intensity, and visibility of violence add 
to the predicament. Violence can burst out 
episodically as conflict, be chronic or 
intermittent, unfold unnoticed as a pat-
tern of inequality, and be performed as a 
symbolic threat. Individual or collective, 
organized or spontaneous, physical and/or 
structural,5 violent acts are not only a 
preserve of power holders but are also 
deployed as a strategy of resistance. While 
there is some consensus on the instrumental 
nature of violence—on how it ultimately 
serves particular endsthe reasons why 
violen” ([Fuccaro, p. 4](zotero://se-
lect/library/items/9T8TIXKC)) ([pdf](zo-
t e r o : / / o p e n - p d f / l i -
brary/items/Q9D83CT7?page=23))

thousands of Homsis have been internally displaced 
as their neighbourhoods have been the sites of mas-
sacres, violence, sniper attacks, arrests, aerial 
bombardment and shelling. 59
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pre-war laws and decrees to the wartime 
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several informal neighbourhoods have been 
razed to the ground at the time of war, 
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how (and why) it should be conceptualized. 
Adding further controversy, recent inter-
disciplinary debates have even questioned 
the usefulness of taxonomies of violence, 
advocating the adoption of more flexible 
concepts that can accommodate its protean 
nature.4 At a basic level, the great varia-
tions in the manifestations, actors, 
intensity, and visibility of violence add 
to the predicament. Violence can burst out 
episodically as conflict, be chronic or 
intermittent, unfold unnoticed as a pat-
tern of inequality, and be performed as a 
symbolic threat. Individual or collective, 
organized or spontaneous, physical and/or 
structural,5 violent acts are not only a 
preserve of power holders but are also 
deployed as a strategy of resistance. While 
there is some consensus on the instrumental 
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lect/library/items/9T8TIXKC)) ([pdf](zo-
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thousands of Homsis have been internally displaced 
as their neighbourhoods have been the sites of mas-
sacres, violence, sniper attacks, arrests, aerial 
bombardment and shelling. 59
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“At the time when selective and targeted areas were 
undergoing a transformation to attract and benefit 
the rich in the city, other neighbourhoods were 
left neglected. The urban poor were left behind in 
neighbourhoods that lacked basic amenities. 
Inequalities widened between people and neighbour-
hoods. As bars and restaurants opened for the rich 
and wealthy, many residents struggled to afford 
having a coffee in them, feeling that the city is 
not built for them but for the few. Very often they 
were looked down upon by those of wealth. Communi-
ties lived separated in the city as if there were 
several cities within the city. People went to 
their local schools in neighbourhoods that were 
divided not only along sectarian lines, as in many 
neighbourhoods in Homs, but also along lines of 
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and wealthy, many residents struggled to afford 
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During the Conflict  |  Urban Siege 

On 18 February 2018, a new offensive was launched on Eastern Ghouta. 
An extraordinary increase
in bombardment and shelling ensued and was followed by a ground 
offensive on 25 February3
despite efforts by international actors to broker a ceasefire. To 
understand the impact of the
increased hostilities on the humanitarian situation in Eastern 
Ghouta, REACH conducted an initial
rapid assessment detailing the situation between 22-28 February and 
has now completed a followup assessment covering the period of 1-11 
March, 2018.
Findings indicate that residents of Eastern Ghouta, already 
vulnerable from five years of
living under siege, have continued to endure untenable and worsening 
living conditions.
They remained unable to access sufficient amounts of food, drinking 
water, or life-saving
medical supplies and services, and faced increasing health issues, 
including risking the
spread of disease from living in overcrowded basements. Furthermore, 
the closure of
markets and a severe lack of movement due to bombardment has 
rendered the humanitarian
situation catastrophic. The sustained level of hostilities in the 
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Valérie Clerc (2014) has contributed to this 
knowledge in the Syrian context. In her work 
on informal settlements in Syria, she linked 
pre-war laws and decrees to the wartime 
destruction of informal settlements. As 
several informal neighbourhoods have been 
razed to the ground at the time of war, 
Clerc argues that this destruction can be 
seen by planners and inhabitants as wartime 
tools to accelerate urban renewal plans that 
the Syrian government established before 
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how (and why) it should be conceptualized. 
Adding further controversy, recent inter-
disciplinary debates have even questioned 
the usefulness of taxonomies of violence, 
advocating the adoption of more flexible 
concepts that can accommodate its protean 
nature.4 At a basic level, the great varia-
tions in the manifestations, actors, 
intensity, and visibility of violence add 
to the predicament. Violence can burst out 
episodically as conflict, be chronic or 
intermittent, unfold unnoticed as a pat-
tern of inequality, and be performed as a 
symbolic threat. Individual or collective, 
organized or spontaneous, physical and/or 
structural,5 violent acts are not only a 
preserve of power holders but are also 
deployed as a strategy of resistance. While 
there is some consensus on the instrumental 
nature of violence—on how it ultimately 
serves particular endsthe reasons why 
violen” ([Fuccaro, p. 4](zotero://se-
lect/library/items/9T8TIXKC)) ([pdf](zo-
t e r o : / / o p e n - p d f / l i -
brary/items/Q9D83CT7?page=23))

thousands of Homsis have been internally displaced 
as their neighbourhoods have been the sites of mas-
sacres, violence, sniper attacks, arrests, aerial 
bombardment and shelling. 59
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During The Conflict | Exposing Spatial Tyranny 
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Status Quo | Grassroots Movements 
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Status Quo | Grassroots Movements 
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Do People Have the Agency to make a 
Difference? 
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Given the intricate socio-political and humanitarian 
landscape in Syria, a comprehensive stakeholder analy-
sis is imperative for crafting effective solutions. 
The Syrian conflict has transcended its initial status 
as a national issue, evolving into a geopolitical 
arena wherein international powers exert considerable 
influence. Noteworthy within this analytical framework 
is the hierarchical structure deeply embedded within 
the Syrian government. Of particular interest is the 
centralized authority wielded by an authoritarian 
ruling family, epitomizing a concentration of power at 
the apex of the governing structure.
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The graph shows that the situation in Syria is divid-
ing people, and almost everyone involved is highly in-
terested in the rebuilding phase. However, the key 
factor driving the power balance is who has the most 
military strength. What is crucial to note here is 
that the most powerful players in the Syrian conflict 
are international parties, and their main focus isn't 
necessarily the welfare of the Syrian people or the 
country. Instead, they are more focused on serving 
their own regional political agendas and interests.
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The graph shows that the situation in Syria is divid-
ing people, and almost everyone involved is highly in-
terested in the rebuilding phase. However, the key 
factor driving the power balance is who has the most 
military strength. What is crucial to note here is 
that the most powerful players in the Syrian conflict 
are international parties, and their main focus isn't 
necessarily the welfare of the Syrian people or the 
country. Instead, they are more focused on serving 
their own regional political agendas and interests.
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necessarily the welfare of the Syrian people or the 
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How to Make the Shift? 
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By adopting the grassroots movement 

as a way of moving forward.

This approach challengeschallenges top-down power structures, 

promotes social  cohesion and contributes to a 

sustainable local-based  peace-building.

By empowering those marginalized voices and  embracing 

this collective action towards a 

just future.
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Service development project
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Emphasizing and strengthening the unity of Syria by strengthening national and local identity
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Turning the focal points of the protests into national symbols

Support local early- recovery initiatives

Reimburse all unjust dismissed employees

Holding all those responsible for the drug economy accountable

Compensation of all citizens who were victims of drug cartels

Pop up libraries to encourage reading among citizens

Support local educational initiatives

Offering alternative educational curricula to children lacking access to formal education
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Preventing public displays of weaponry

Removing all military barriers hindering citizens' freedom of movement.

Supporting local afforestation campaigns

Take immediate action to stop desertification

Take immediate action to reduce rivers and groundwater contamination

Taking maximum measures for a just energy transition

Improving building codes in line with local sustainable practices

Creating a think tank that collects and promotes local sustainable buildings practices

Support collective efforts of local NGOs in reviving local sustainable building practices

Support citizens in buildings their houses by providing subsidies

Provide workshops to teach citizens local building practices

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6 Pop up libraries to encourage reading among citizens

Pop up libraries to support local economy
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Emphasizing and strengthening the unity of Syria by strengthening national and local identity

Release all detainees

Honoring the martyrs of detainees by commemorating their names

Financial and moral compensation for all detainees and their families

Overthrow of Bashar al- Assad's regime

Freedom of expression is a sacred right protected by Constitution

Implementing UN Resolution 2254 after amending it to suit current changes

Human dignity is a sacred right protected by Constitution

Prosecute all those involved in war crimes

Recognizing the sacrifices of war victims and compensating them

Reunification of all Syrian lands under Syrian sovereignty

All citizens have the right to peaceful demonstration

End the presence of foreign military forces

Activating the articles of the Constitution that guarantee the rule of law

Restoring government support for basic foodstuffs

Providing basic services such as electricity and water is a top priority for recovery

Taking all necessary measures to eliminate drug cartels

Holding all those involved in drug trafficking accountable

Compensating all citizens harmed by drug gangs

Restoring all state resources to the Syrian public treasury

Fair, decentralized distribution of state wealth

Syria is a state of citizenship where all citizens are equal

Civil and political freedoms are a right protected by Constitution

Syria is a democratic country

Activating the role of the Syrian Parliament as a tool for promoting democracy

Freedom of expression is a sacred right protected by Constitution

Empowering local councils in decentralized governance system

Implementing anti- corruption policies at all levels of governance

Holding the corrupt accountable

Increasing penalties for corruption

Local anti- corruption bodies

Creation of a Syrian political transition body uniting all factions

All displaced people and refugees have the right of safe return

Policies to protect LHP (land, house and property rights) of refugees and displaced people

Non- democratically elected political bodies don't represent Syrians

Establish clear legal frameworks: Develop comprehensive laws that outline the roles, responsibilities, and structures of institutions at both national and local levels

Ensure judicial independence, safeguarding impartiality, protecting judges, and maintaining separation of powers

Implement decentralization to empower local governance, enhance community participation, streamline decision- making, and promote efficient resource allocation

Encourage civil participation through inclusive decision- making, active community engagement, transparent governance, and responsive policy development

Ensure transparency through open processes, accessible information, accountable governance, and clear communication

Maintain Syria's secular status by upholding religious neutrality, ensuring equality for all faiths, separating religion from state affairs, and protecting religious freedoms

Reject militarization by advocating for civilian- led governance, prioritizing diplomacy over military intervention, and demilitarizing state institutions

Hold accountable soldiers responsible for war crimes

Inclusive public spaces square

Public spaces belongs to people

Places to express collective grief

empowering the people through tactical urbanism initiatives

Removing all the authoritarian symbols (Pictures, statues, names of streets, squares, building...)

Shutting down all the branches of Al- Ba'ath hegemonic ruling party

Empower decentralized development initiatives

Boost union involvement: enhance decision- making, support collaboration, provide resources, and recognize their role in advocating for workers' rights

Decentralized governance system

Support local initiatives that reflect local identity by providing funding, resources, and regulatory support

Rehabilitation of local heritage

Giving people the tools to show their agency by providing subsidies for collective local initiatives

Honouring National leaders by naming the main squares and streets with their names

Inclusive public spaces

Scaling up local practices of providing care for elderly

A national program to empower Syrian women

Pop- up markets to support local economy

Subsidies for entrepreneurs

Turning the focal points of the protests into national symbols

Support local early- recovery initiatives

Reimburse all unjust dismissed employees

Holding all those responsible for the drug economy accountable

Compensation of all citizens who were victims of drug cartels

Pop up libraries to encourage reading among citizens

Support local educational initiatives

Offering alternative educational curricula to children lacking access to formal education
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Financial and moral compensation for all detainees and their families

Overthrow of Bashar al- Assad's regime
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Maintain Syria's secular status by upholding religious neutrality, ensuring equality for all faiths, separating religion from state affairs, and protecting religious freedoms

Reject militarization by advocating for civilian- led governance, prioritizing diplomacy over military intervention, and demilitarizing state institutions

Hold accountable soldiers responsible for war crimes
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Public spaces belongs to people

Places to express collective grief

empowering the people through tactical urbanism initiatives

Removing all the authoritarian symbols (Pictures, statues, names of streets, squares, building...)
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Honouring National leaders by naming the main squares and streets with their names

Inclusive public spaces
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A national program to empower Syrian women
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Subsidies for entrepreneurs
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Preventing public displays of weaponry

Removing all military barriers hindering citizens' freedom of movement.

Supporting local afforestation campaigns

Take immediate action to stop desertification

Take immediate action to reduce rivers and groundwater contamination

Taking maximum measures for a just energy transition

Improving building codes in line with local sustainable practices

Creating a think tank that collects and promotes local sustainable buildings practices

Support collective efforts of local NGOs in reviving local sustainable building practices

Support citizens in buildings their houses by providing subsidies

Provide workshops to teach citizens local building practices

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6 Pop up libraries to encourage reading among citizens

Pop up libraries to support local economy

Ongoing Conflict | Co-Constructing Narratives of Change 
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Neighborhood  Scale

City Scale

District Scale
marches?

مظاهرة جوالة

 نقاط تظاهر غير
مركزية

Ongoing Conflict | Patterns of Resistance 
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Ongoing Conflict 

Neighborhood  Scale

Regional Scale

City Scale

To Damascus

Patterns of Oppression VS Patterns of Resistance 
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FREEDOM 20242254

We want
Secular
Democratic
Government 

The Ba’ath
 Party has
 Fallen

Freedom

Typologies of Making AuthoritarianismTypologies of Unmaking Authoritarianism

V7 V7

Reflecting local 
Identity:
By insurgent 
care practices, 
and providing 
food to reflect 
the generosity 
as a core value 
of the society

V13

Solidarity:
Bottom-up 
initiatives that 
provide basic 
services such as 
food for people 
in high need.

Upholding 
peaceful image, 
safeguarding 
infrastructure:
Reflecting a 
civilized image 
of the protests

V8

Insurgent 
Architecture:
Demonstrating 
their presence, 
and challenging 
established power 
structures 

Reclaiming the 
right to protest:
A strong form of 
resistance against 
authoritarianism, 
embodying the 
enduring quest for 
freedom, justice, 
and democratic 
governance.

Activating local 
Governance: 
Decentralizing the 
power structures, 
and giving more 
presence to the 
local authorities 

V1

V6V6
V17

Removing 
authoritarian
symbols:
A tangible expression 
of resistance, 
reclaiming public 
spaces, provoking 
dialogue, empowering 
individuals, and 
challenging 
oppressive systems 

V2

Honoring historic 
leaders:
Asserting 
following the 
path of their 
ancestors in the 
struggle against 
tyrants

Militarizing the 
built  environment:
Enables the regime to 
consolidate power, 
suppress dissent, and 
maintain control over 
urban spaces through 
force and 
intimidation

V9

V1V1
V1

Ongoing Conflict Patterns of Oppression VS Patterns of Resistance 
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How to Bring War-torn Societies Back Together?
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Post-Conflict

Storytelling was used as a tool of conciliation by 
integrating perspectives from

anthropology, sociology and conflict resolution.
Fostering sustainable solutions from local knowledge 

and community participation
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The tool uses storytelling to help 

people heal and reconcile after the 

conflict. Participants share and

explore personal stories, revealing 

the resilience of individuals 

and communities. This fosters 

understanding, empathy, and dialogue, 

paving the way for collective healing 

and preserving the oral history of 

the Syrian narrative.
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Post-Conflict | Tool Testing
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Post-Conflict | Tool Testing

The strong thing is that
there are no restrictions; 

you walk
through a landscape of 

experiences,
grievances, and 
possibilities.
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Post-Conflict | Tool Testing

When

Syrians are involved, 

it’s gonna be

epic!
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Post-Conflict | Tool Testing
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3. Conclusions

Content
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How can spatial planning be a narrating tool 
to provoke change, provide alternative spatial 
realities, and improve the social cohesion of 

war-torn societies in Syria?

Conclusion
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Conclusion
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How can spatial planning be a narrating tool 
to provoke change, provide alternative spatial 
realities, and improve the social cohesion of 

war-torn societies in Syria?
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Conclusion

The implications of the findings

In Theory

In Practice
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Conclusion

Future Research Directions
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THANK YOU.

The Impossible Revolution
Pursuing Liberation, Peace, and Spatial Equity in 

Syria
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