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The Syrian Conflict

Source: CBC News
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What about the Syrian People?
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Multi-Media Coverage
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What about Academia?
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What about Academia?

Western Narrative and Mis-

Research Gap in Conflict Zones representation
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The Stolen Narrative

‘The narrative about Syria has been damaged and
redirected. We have to preserve the narrative,
to tell the story. We have to fight to remember.’
(Ammar Azzouz, 2023)
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The Research Aim

This research aims to reclaim the Syrian narrative
by challenging the reductionist narratives and
uncover the nuanced realities of the Syrian conflict
by engaging directly with impacted communities and
adopting a comprehensive approach that embraces
the complexities of urban landscapes 1in conflict
contexts.
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Comprehensive Analysis
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Multifaceted Problem | Proxy War
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Multifaceted Problem
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Multifaceted Problem | Internal Displacement
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Multifaceted Problem | Environmental Crisis
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Multifaceted Problem | The Earthquake
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The Research Question

How can spatial planning be a narrating tool

to provoke change, provide alternative spatial

realities, and improve the social cohesion of
war-torn societies 1n Syria?
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2. Outcomes
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Outcomes
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Pre-Conflict | The Syrian Spring

Source: AFP. URL: https://t.1ly/9WCD2 Source: Marxism . URL: https://t.ly/RHZtl

ﬁd

s

Source: Al Jazeera. URL: https:https://t.ly/yslLJ Source: Agence France Presse. URL: https://shorturl.at/j1FIO
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Dur‘ing The Conflict | Militarizing the Built Environment
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During The Conflict | urban siege
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During The Conflict | Mass Bombardment
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During The Conflict
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‘he Conﬁ}ct | Exposing Spatial
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During The Conflict | Exposing Spatial Tyranny

Dispelling
Protests with
force

Arbitrary Arrests
and Force
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Mass Destruction
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Authoritarian
Symbols for

claiming the place
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Status QUO | Grassroots Movements

As-Sweida
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Status QUO | Grassroots Movements
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Status QUO | Grassroots Movements
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Do People Have the Agency to make a
Difference?
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Stakeholders Analysis
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*? C Local community @ cxtreme Power
(70} 6 IDPs (internally displaced people) .

Y, @00 e 24 (9] < Refugees @High Power
."/ ________________________________________________ \)’ ) Local NGOs .Moder‘ate Power
@ Q) @ International NGOs No Power

Q @ (9 Damascus university

@) Local leaders
() Religious Entities

©Foreigner parties Pro-Assad[Russia/Iran]

@ Foreigner parties Anti-Assad[US/Turkey]
@ @ Presidency | Al-Assad

@Ministry of Defense

@®Ministry of Local Administration

@®Ministry of Housing and Construction

®Ministry of Finance

@Ministry of Transportation

@ Regional Planning Commission

@ Environment General Commission

@ Damascus Governorate

Damascus Municipality
@® The Fact Authorities

@ World Bank [financial related international bodies]
@ Local Banks
@ The Market|Construction Companies
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S |
Ny By adopting the grassroots movement
| as a way of moving forward.
_f“x;__;\ This approach challenges top-down power structures,
promotes social cohesion and contributes to a
T sustainable local-based peace-building.

By empowering those marginalized voices and embracing

\
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this collective action towards a (/f

e WL just future.
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Ongoing Conflict

People want to
overthrow the
regime

Rejection of
Separation

Emphasizing the
Peaceful nature of
the protests

End the presence of
foreign military

Emphasizing the
supremacy of the
law (constitution)

Better living
conditions

Reclaiming the
country's resources

Demands *

and 'Citizenship"

No to
corruption.

Syrian-led Political
transition

Safe return for

refugees and
displaced people

No to current
political bodies
(opposition bodies)

Independence of the %
judiciary

(@]
Participation.

Transparency.

No to sectarianism

No to the military
state
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Ongoing Conflict

Demands
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Ongoing Conflict

Reclaiming the right to
protest

Practices against Hege-
monic political party

emoving authoritarian
S symbols

-

Insurgent care

Inclusivity

Fighting the drug car- Pop up Library

tels

Reviving Local Building
practices

Educational initiatives
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Demilitarizing the
built environment

Decentralized
development
initiatives

Upholding peaceful
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ing infrastructure
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Patterns of Resistance
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Climate Change
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Ong()lng CO nﬁlct Patterns of Oppression VS Patterns of Resistance
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Ongoing Conflict

Upholding

Patterns of Oppression VS Patterns of Resistance
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No to
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emocracy
Independence
of the Emphasizing the End th-e pres-le.nce
o Peaceful nature of of foreign military
judiciary forces
the protests
Rejection of
Separation Safe return for
. . refugees and
INg IN displaced people
Ignity
No to
Corruption
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Storytelling was used as a tool of conciliation by
integrating perspectives from
anthropology, sociology and conflict resolution.
Fostering sustainable solutions from local knowledge
and community participation
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Post-Conflict
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Post-Conflict
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Post-Conflict | Tool Testing
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The strong thing 1s that
there are no restrictions;
you walk
through a landscape of
experiences,
grievances, and
possibilities.




When

Syrians are 1involved,

1t’s gonna be

epic!




Who
Tells
The
Future
Narrative?
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Post-Conflict | Tool Testing
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Conclusion

How can spatial planning be a narrating tool

to provoke change, provide alternative spatial

realities, and improve the social cohesion of
war-torn societies 1n Syria?
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Conclusion

How can spatial planning be a narrating tool

to provoke change, provide alternative spatial

realities, and improve the social cohesion of
war-torn societies 1n Syria?
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Conclusion

How can spatial planning be a narrating tool

to provoke change, provide alternative spatial

realities, and improve the social cohesion of
war-torn societies 1n Syria?
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Conclusion

Marh Echtai

How can spatial planning be a narrating tool
provide alternative spatial
realities, and improve the social cohesion of

to provoke change,

war-torn societies 1n Syria?
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Conclusion

The 1mplications of the findings

In Theory

In Practice
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Conclusion

Future Research Directions
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