
This contribution reintroduces the face-to-face interaction within the trad-
ing process, catalyzing a paradigm shift in the Dutch potato production 
mode quantitatively and qualitatively.
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The spatial sequence unfolds the trading process of robust potato variet-
ies, directly from the fields to the supermarket shelves.
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A panorama positions the contribution in the center point of its catchment 
area, representing a new type of architecture related to food trade with its 
watch tower and translucent facade.
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An axonometric drawing shows the front facade of the contribution in rela-
tion to its internal spatial structure. Flows of supply (potato sample crates) 
and demand (buyers) confront each other perpendicularly, and ascending 
to the trading floor.
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The ground floor is a potato showroom divided into cells of different di-
mensions that differentiate the dynamic potato product combination 
brought to the market every day.
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The trading floor contains five auction pits surrounded by complementa-
ry spaces, including the auctioneers’ office, data archive, and the visitors’ 
gallery. Each is designed according to the market volume of the potato 
varieties.
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An isometric drawing illustrates the anatomy of the auction pit. The auc-
tion pit is a set of descending steps with product presence and the auc-
tion clock as main focal points. Every buyer uses the bottom on the pole to 
place their bid.
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The mezzanine level functions as a social level where buyers and sellers 
meet directly. Elevated from the trading floor, auction members can ob-
serve shifting market trends and exchange information on potato cultiva-
tion and trading.
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The sectional perspective cutting through the building renders the spatial 
sequence of trading potatoes, from examining samples to bidding in open 
outcry auctions.
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The sectional perspective cutting through the building renders the spatial 
sequence of trading potatoes, from examining samples to bidding in open 
outcry auctions.
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The sectional perspective shows the watch tower, serving as a civic form 
within the territory and connecting all the public spaces around the trading 
event
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