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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles precedents

Tate Modern Mock-up, 2000
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles precedents
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles precedents
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles precedents

“ When we learned about the history of the New Museum we were 
flabbergasted by its attitude, which is very political and very focu-
sed on new ideas, fearless and very tough. The New Museum is a 
combination of elegant and urban. We were determined to make a 
building that felt like that.” 
                                                        
                                                                                     - SANAA 

New Museum, Sanaa, 2007
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles open ceiling
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles precedents
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Est-ce qu’il me reconnaitra ?
(transl.: Will he recognise me?)

2012

Installation, 80 x 60 x 70 cm.

Enlève-moi ça
(transl.: Take it away)

1999

Installation, 140 x 105 x 60 cm.

Materials: 1 broom, 1 very small dustpan.

Mariage entre un vélo et des interrupteurs 
(transl.: Marriage between a bicycle and switches)

2003

Installation, 90 x 140 x 50 cm.

Materials: 2 bike mudguards, folded aluminium slate, 4 porcelain switches

Le Lit
(transl.: The Bed)

2000

Installation, 75,5 x 87,5 x 190 cm.

Materials: Metal bed quilted with seaweed dried, 5 baubles of glasses, mattress

Passoire rouge (écumoire)
(transl.: Red colander (skimmer))

1970-1979

Sculpture, 105 x 46 cm.

1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles Marianne Berenhaut
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles something is off

1op30
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles specificity
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles dilemma of preservation
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1 Position: Precedents and spatial ensembles why a new building?
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History                                               
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South art ecologies
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10 Anti-museum Spaces 11
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Bernd Lohaus & Hugo Heyrman, Happening Groenplaats, 1965

VAGA
1965
During the mid-1960s, a group of artists, including Hugo 
Heyrman, Panamarenko, Wout Vercammen, Yoshio Nakajima, 
Jeroen Henneman and Bernd Lohaus, formed to carry out a 
series of Happenings on the streets of Antwerp. These actions 
were accompanied by the publication of Happening News, a 
series of seven issues composed of photocopied collages rooted 
in Dadaism and Surrealism. By performing human action directly 
in public domain, these Happenings, aimed to extend these 
performances beyond the conventional art context whereby it’s 
form was not constrained to a single artistic discipline:

“The purpose of these happenings, in my view, is to define the 
intermediate field between literature and painting, and that 
which stands in between - for example, absurdity - through 
gestures to bystanders.” – Bernd Lohaus  [1]
Out of these Happenings, and the wake of May ‘68, Panamarenko, 
Hugo Heyrman and others set up the Free Action Group Antwerp 
(VAGA, ‘Antwerp Free Action Group’). This was an informal group 
of individuals who raised significant questions about social 
and political issues and used the capacity of art to encourage a 
dialogue.

‘The purpose of these happenings, in my view, is to define the intermedia-
te field between literature and painting, and that which stands in between 
- for example, absurdity - through gestures to bystanders.’ 

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                        
                                                                                                Bernd Lohaus

2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South happenings

Bernd Lohaus & Hugo Heyrman, Happening Groenplaats, 1965
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South WWS

Bruce Nauman, Wall with two Fans, White Wide Space, 1970
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South Flor Bex

James Lee Byars, performance at Wide White Space, 1970
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South Bex and Matta-Clark

Flor Bex and Gordon Matta-Clark in Kassel, 1977
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24 Anti-museum Spaces 25
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Gordon Matta-Clark, documentation of Office Baroque, 1977
source: www.artforum.com

GORDON MATTA CLARK
Office Baroque, 1977

2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South Office Baroque

Gordon Matta-Clark , Office Baroque, Antwerp, 1977
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‘The art is clearly being used here to give promoters like M.Peeters the 
opportunity to despise the pill, and thus smooth the city’s intercepti-
on. Incidentally, a walk with Matta-Clark in the neighbourhood will show 
him that such things have been carried out there on several occasions. 
The property in question is in good condition and the money that will be 
thrown against this act is better spent on renovation. (...)So you clearly 
support capital with this act (why not saw an egg from the ICC, the Ru-
bens House, etc.) (Luc Deleu, letter to Bex, 2.5.1977).
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South La Nationale

Warehouse La Nationale
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9Spatial Ensembles

Société Anonyme du Sud d’Anvers. 

A real estate firm, the “Société Anonyme du Sud d’Anvers”, 
designed an overall geometric subdivision plan for what was 
to become a spacious residential area. The plan bore witness 
to new insights in urban planning borrowed from Paris, with 
broad, rectilinear streets that created a number of axes, and 
with round or rectangular squares at the junctions. A great deal 
of attention was also paid to the architecture of the individual 
buildings. In order to increase the attractiveness of the district, 
a number of new public facilities were planned here, with the 
Museum of Fine Arts as the major eye-catcher. The star-shaped 
street plan provided a view of this new museum from various 
locations in the district.

Figure 5. Subdivision plan for the south, Société Anonyme du Sud d’Anvers. (1875)
Stadsarchief Antwerp2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South 19th century expansion

Antwerp South Urban Plan, 19th century
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Antwerp Vlaamsekaai, 19th century
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-1985

2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South growth
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1987

2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South growth
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South growth

1993
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2 History: M HKA and Antwerp South identity

M HKA, Current Situation
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Brief
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3 Brief: Program iconic potential
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Proposal
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splitting up4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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program existing museum4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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to be demolished4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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to be constructed4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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collection of different characters4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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site plan4 Proposal: Museum in Motion



48

type4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Bernd & Hilla Becher, Harry E. Colliery Coal Breaker, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, 1974

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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growth4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Jan Wildens, Panoramic View of Antwerp from the East, 1636

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Cathedral of Antwerp, Detail from a woodcut by Virgilius Bononiensis, 1565 Cathedral of Antwerp

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Certainly there is matter here for many large volumes, and often the universal history of humanity in the successive 
engrafting of many arts at many levels, upon the same monument. The man, the artist, the individual, is effaced in 
these great masses, which lack the name of their author; human intelligence is there summed up and totalized. Time 
is the architect, the nation is the builder. […] The trunk of a tree is immovable; the foliage is capricious. 

                                                                                                                                              - Victor Hugo

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Johannes Cladders, The Anti-Museum, 1968

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Warehouse La Nationale

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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Le Corbusier, Villa Savoye

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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James Lee Byars, performance at Wide White Space, 1970

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 0 courthouse
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4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 1

depot

4 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 14 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 14 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 14 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 14 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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- Cemented layer 10 mm
- (Recycled) Porotherm 38 Hi. N+F 380 mm U- value 0,21 W/m2K 
- Mortar 20 mm
- (Recycled) Porotherm 38 N+F 380 mm U- value 0,25 W/m2K 
- Lime plaster 20 mm
- Plaster finish 5 mm

- Polished concrete 30 mm
- Support layer for floor finish 30 mm
- MDF 20 mm
- Raised floor
- CLT floor slab 120 mm
- CLT coffered ceiling 550 mm 
- Plasterbaord

lead lining

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

phase 14 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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phase 14 Proposal: Museum in Motion
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- Mortar 20 mm
- (Recycled) Porotherm 38 N+F 380 mm U- value 0,25 W/m2K 
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- Plaster finish 5 mm

- Polished concrete 30 mm
- Support layer for floor finish 30 mm
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felt (tape) between CLT beam and Porotherm 

piece of rubber between wooden window 
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